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The Nugget

The Newsletter of the Mother Lode DX/Contest Club

The following members have not paid their 2005 dues:

KI6CG  George Staudacher

WB6GEF Dave Green

K6GT  George Daughters

N6KD  Dennis King

N6TB  Bob Wilson

WB6QVI  Fred Soderer

K6RK  Chuck Patterson

KF6T  Jack Morgan

W6VEA  Web Weber

AE6Y  Any Faber

mail dues to: Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD, 

Box 273, Somerset, CA., 95684-0273.

MEETING DATE, LOCATION & PROGRAM 

When: Saturday, April 9th, 11:30AM-2:30PM 

Where: Ione Hotel, 25 West Main St., Ione, CA 95640 Phone: 209-274-6082, Order from their menu.
What: This month, our club program will try to feature Norm, N6JV’s presentation entitled “Baja 3000” that we were supposed to have last month, but postponed due to the lack of equipment. Norm will be telling us (and showing us) about his experiences with the XF1K IOTA Dxpedition to NA-164 and NA-165 (Baja California Sur State Northwest and Northeast Groups) that recently took place in January, 2005. 
FROM THE PREZ

Thanks to all who paid dues. Can we hear from those who have not??

I have had a flu/cold for the past several days and am not feeling well at all. I really have nothing to report. The only thing I can think of; getting some more help for Rick in the prize room at Visalia.

Hope to see everyone in Ione next Saturday! 

de Dick K6LRN

The VP Says…………….

Greetings from Auburn. 



This month, our club program will try to feature Norm, N6JV’s presentation entitled “Baja 3000” that we were supposed to have last month, but postponed due to the lack of equipment. Norm will be telling us (and showing us) about his experiences with the XF1K IOTA Dxpedition to NA-164 and NA-165 (Baja California Sur State Northwest and Northeast Groups) that recently took place in January, 2005.  

Here at my QTH – I’m working hard to get my long-awaited tower project underway. At the moment, I have an excavator on standby waiting for a lengthy break in the weather. We don’t want to end up creating nothing more than a small lake in my yard! In the meantime, the most important part of this project has been completed – I mean the one that is paramount above all others – which is securing my wife’s agreement on the location of the tower base. That was no easy task and required every negotiating skill that I know. I’m sure that there are some of you that know exactly what I’m talking about! 

Most of my operating time over the past month has been limited to chasing DX, mostly on 30 meters. I also have received a number of QSL cards for contacts on 80 and 30 meters. I’m getting ever closer to that 5BDXCC award running low power! 

The following member scores appearing on the club reflector over the past few weeks:

CQ WPX – SSB

KF6T –      591 x 322    =  369,012

K6LRN –     410 x 240   =   222,443

NU6T    -   160 x 121    =   38,599

Nice going folks! Sorry if I missed anyone – but I only see the scores that are reported on mldxcc@contesting.com. If you want your score to be listed in the newsletter – please be sure to post your score to the club reflector. 

See y’all next month.

Jim  -WX6V-

PS: Send future results to wx6v@msn.com. Jim See y’all next month.

Jim  -WX6V-

MLDXCC – March 2005 Financial Report

Balance March 1, 2005:
$606.64

Income:
Dues

  30.00

Expenses:


    .00

Balance March 31, 2005        $636.64

Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD, Treasurer

EDITOR’S NOTES

March has been a very busy, and much traveled month in our household. Karen and I spent a week in LA visiting kids, grandkids, and have our taxes prepared. We also made several visits to the ol’ docs to take care of old fart related stuff, and now hope that we can put those behind us, at least for a while, HI HI. 

While we in LA we looked up a lost friend (we located on the internet) that we had not seen for 30+ years. Over a long lunch, we did a lot of catching-up and we all promised to meet-up again soon. 

After getting good news from our tax accountant we thought it was high time to reward ourselves with a new toy. Like….. a car that would be a lot of fun to drive, you know, before we’re too old TO drive, HI HI. So after a few weeks of searching our quest ended at the driver’s door of a Millennium Yellow corvette coupe, that, like a homeless pup, just followed us home. Now all we have to do is not attract too much negative attention from the local Mounties. 

The DX new this month (from around here and everywhere) has been FT5XO which I’m sure all of you worked.  The FT5 group did a great job! I was fortunate to catch them on 80CW, 40 CW and Phone, 30M, 20CW, 18CW and 15PH, 5 new band countries.  Wow!

PS: Visalia is coming-up the 15-17th of this month, and you don’t want to miss it.  You can have all your 10+ year old cards and 160 cards checked as well as have an eyeball with those OM and YLs from ur log.

73 and CU all at the meeting, de Rick W6SR 

MEMBER’S NEWS & STUFF FER SALE

I still have for sale a Force-12 C3-E (5 band beam) still on the tower so u can check it out B-4 u buy. Make me a fair offer on the beam and it’s yours! de Rick W6SR (530) 672-2885
K6ST and N6XI made a casual M/S effort in WPX SSB, signing WF6C from the N6XI QTH in Truckee. As usual, this turned up some glitches in station integration to be addressed before the next contest.

I have been trading horses ...er, paddles... a lot lately. My current favorite is the Begali Simplex, a terrific bargain at $149 delivered. But I am also negotiating on a Shurr Profi, a legendary paddle that I have always admired.  73, Rick N6XI

Just received VU7WCY QSL's for Jan. 1984 (20and 40 CW) and VU4GDG Oct 87 (80 Meter CW).  Just need 7O and P5 on CW. de Ken, K6TA.

All these items are being sold for the Northern California DX Foundation, I am in Petaluma Chuck N6OJ 707-763-2528

1) Kenwood TS 520S HF Transceiver good $275.00

(2) Kenwood TS 430S HF Transceiver Excellent $400.00

(3) Kenwood TS 440SAT HF Transceiver Excellent $450.00

(6) Icom IC 725 HF Transceiver $400.00

(7) Henry 2K Amplifier $550.00

(8) Henry 2K2 Amplifier $550.00

(9) Kenwood TS-820S HF Transceiver BAD

(10) Kenwood TS 520 HF Transceiver OK modified on/off switch $175.00

(11) Kenwood TS 520 VFO $125,00 Works

(12) Icom Phone Patch Negotiable

(13) MFJ Tuner 941C $50.00

(14) Heathkit SB 200 with new Capacitors $300.00

(15) Kenwood MC 60 Microphone $80.00

(16) WAN Z Match tuner Legal limit $ 125.00

(17) Icom IC 229 needs power cord $100.00
UPCOMING EVENTS

Foothill Flea Market

2nd Saturday of each month from March through October at Lockheed, Sunnyvale.

Livermore Swap Meet

1st Sunday of each month at Las Positas College in Livermore, 7:00 AM to noon, all year.  Talk in 147.045 from the west 145.35 from the east.  Contact Cliff Chiba, KF6EII, (209) 835-6715, email larkswap@usa.com. 

Placerville Swap Meet 

Every third Sunday, 3970 B Missouri Flat Rd #3, Placerville.  7:00 AM to 11:00 AM.  Talk-in on 146.865 – PL 142.2, 440.700 + PL 88.5.  No fee, free parking.  Hwy. 50 East, take Missouri Flat off-ramp.  Go over Hwy. to 2nd light, into shopping center in front of Radio Shack.

UP-COMING CONTESTS

JIDX CW Contest 0700Z, Apr 9 to 1300Z, Apr 10 

Georgia QSO Party 1800Z, Apr 9 to 0359Z, Apr 10 and 1400Z-2359Z, Apr 10 

222 MHz Spring Sprint 1900 local - 2300 local, Apr 12 

YLRL DX-YL to NA-YL Contest, SSB 1400Z, Apr 13 to 0200Z, Apr 15 

Holyland DX Contest 0000Z-2359Z, Apr 16 

ES Open HF Championship 0500Z-0859Z, Apr 16 

YU DX Contest 1200Z, Apr 16 to 1200Z, Apr 17 

Michigan QSO Party 1600Z, Apr 16 to 0400Z, Apr 17 

Ontario QSO Party 1800Z, Apr 16 to 1800Z, Apr 17 

432 MHz Spring Sprint 1900 local - 2300 local, Apr 20 

Florida QSO Party 1600Z, Apr 23 to 0159Z, Apr 24 and 1200Z-2159Z, Apr 24 

Nebraska QSO Party 1700Z, Apr 23 to 1700Z, Apr 24 

EUCW/FISTS QRS Party 0001Z, Apr 24 to 2359Z, Apr 30 

DX Colombia International Contest 0000Z, Apr 23 to 2400Z, Apr 24 

SP DX RTTY Contest 1200Z, Apr 23 to 1200Z, Apr 24 

Helvetia Contest 1300Z, Apr 23 to 1300Z, Apr 24 

Florida QSO Party 1600Z, Apr 23 to 0159Z, Apr 24 and 

  1200Z-2159Z, Apr 24 

Nebraska QSO Party 1700Z, Apr 23 to 1700Z, Apr 24 

SBMS 2 GHz and Up WW Club Contest 0600 local, Apr 30 to 2400 local, May 1 

May, 2005 

May CW Sprint 0000Z-0400Z, May 1 

Nevada QSO Party 0000Z, May 7 to 0600Z, May 8 

10-10 Int. Spring Contest, CW 0001Z, May 7 to 2400Z, May 8 

Microwave Spring Sprint 0600-1300 local, May 7 

Oregon QSO Party 1400Z, May 7 to 0200Z, May 8 

Indiana QSO Party 1600Z, May 7 to 0400Z, May 8 

ARI International DX Contest 2000Z, May 7 to 1959Z, May 8 

New England QSO Party 2000Z, May 7 to 0500Z, May 8 and 1300Z-2400Z, May 8 

US IPARC Annual Contest, SSB 0000Z-2400Z, May 8 

US Counties QSO Party, SSB 0000Z, May 14 to 2400Z, May 15 

CQ-M International DX Contest 1200Z, May 14 to 1200Z, May 15 

CQ WW WPX Contest, CW 0000Z, May 28 to 2359Z, May 29 

SBMS 2 GHz and Up WW Club Contest 0600 local, Apr 30 to 2400 local, May 1 

MLDXCC Club Meeting minutes for 19-March-2005

There was no board meeting as the Treasurer and Vice President where in attendance.

Meeting was called to order at 13:50PT by club president Dick Wilson K6LRN

- The club welcomed back Ken Anderson K6TA, recovering from his injury. Ken was not %100

but he was mobile and it was great to see him in attendance

- A motion was made to accept the minutes and Treasures report from the last meeting, 

which was carried

- Dick asked the club for comments about holding our meetings at the Ione Hotel. The 

club responded favorably

- A question was brought up about the possibility of holding the Joint meeting (with NCCC) at the Ione hotel. A commend was made about the hotel's policy of a $5.00 corkage fee for those brining in their own wine. Another commend was made that the hotel has the capacity to host ~100 guests in their main room.

- Director Ray Parker ND6S made a motion to hold the joint meeting at the Ione Hotel. Discussion was heard and the motion was carried. The 2005 Joint meeting with the NCCC will be held at the Ione Hotel.

- Dick reminded those in attendance that the April conference in Visalia was coming up and for those who are going to make sure they made their reservations.

- Rick Karlquist N6RK presented a report on the clubs participation in Visalia. He announced that there will be no US Tower BBQ this year. He also said that he only has 6 confirmed club members to help out with manning the prize room. Rick needs a fewmore volunteers to help ease the strain on those already signed up. Please, if your going to the Visalia convention, please help out. Rick also mentioned that he would need help handing out prizes at the banquet. There was additional discussion about security

of the prizes.

- Dick asked those in attendance to confirm their ARRL membership. %100 of those present confirmed that they where current ARRL members.

- Dick presented a summary of club members that participated in Sweepstakes.

- Norm Wilson N6JV's presentation was postponed due to lack of audio video equipment.

- Kay Anderson K6KO advised the club that Lila Fullerton (friend of WA6SJQ) has passed her Technicians license exam (KG6YSR) and has already acquired her General License and CW study material. The club congratulated Lila and is wishes her continued success with her achievements. 

The meeting was adjourned at 13:15PT

President, Dick Wilson, K6LRN


Treasurer, Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD

Board members, Gary Stilwell, KI6T, and Ray Parker, ND6S

SORRY! There were temporary problems with the club’s web page. We were missing meeting dates for the remainder of the year, and also pointers to the February and March Nuggets. I don't know how it happened but it's now been resolved. Perhaps the old page wasn't up long enough for anyone to notice it (I hope). At any rate, it was mentioned in either the February meeting minutes or in the Presidents report about posting who needs what countries on the club web site. This sounds like a good idea to me, let’s discuss it at the next meeting, OK?

73 - Ron N6NIA

UP-COMING DX via The Ohio/Penn DX

DX Bulletin No. 704
April 4, 2005 Editor Tedd Mirgliotta, KB8NW Provided by BARF80.ORG (Cleveland, Ohio)

4U1U, UNITED NATIONS HQ (Correction to OPDX.703). Mustapha, DL1BDF, apologizes for a QSL mistake in his last communication. QSL their 4U1UN operation "ONLY" via HB9BOU (not DL1BDF as mentioned last week). Their activity will take place between May 12-15th. As the German team travels and operates mobile from NY to Dayton, QSL only QSOs with W#/DK0FI/m through the DARC Bureau.

60 METERS. Start looking for club stations in Norway to be active on 60 meters as of 2200z, March 31st until December 31st, 2007.

A5, BHUTAN. Stig, 9N7JO (LA7JO and HS0ZGD), will be active as A52JO from April 4-12th. Activity will be SSB and CW on all bands outside his working hours. QSL via 9N7JO (Thailand address on QRZ.com): Stig Lindblom, Regional Telecoms Officer, UNICEF Regional Office for South Asia (ROSA), PO Box 5815, Lekhnath Marg, Kathmandu, Nepal.

ANTARCTICA NEWS...............

NEW WAP. Following the activity of FT5XO, the "Worldwide Antarctic  Program" found it necessary to give "Port Jeanne d'ARC" station a new WAP reference number. It is WAP FRA-05.

Mirny Base (WAP RUS-07). Mike, RW1AI, is now the radio operator of Mirny Base as R1ANT for this season instead of his previous plans to operate  from Progress Base (WAP RUS-11) as R1ANP. However, it is very likely that Mike will participate in the supply convoy from Mirny to Vostok Base in October 2005 to January 2006 via Pionierskaya, Vostok I and Komsomolskaya Bases. Let's keep our fingers crossed that he will be able to activate these extremely rare Antarctic bases. QSL via RW1AI.

WAP SOFTWARE 1.0. The WAP Staff is pleased to announce the WAP Software (ver 1.0) which is the best solution to manage your Antarctic Bases (WADA/WACA). The program was made by Carlo, IK6CAC, one of the best Ham Programers. Please try it and get your free download now at: http://www.ddxc.net/wap–or http://www.ddxc.net

The WAP Antarctic Bulletin written by Max/IK1GPG and Gianni/I1HYW is now available through the WAP Web site at:      http://www.ddxc.net/wap Just click on the bulletin link.

CP, BOLIVIA. Rene, DF9GR, is now active as CP6/DF9GR until April 15th. Activity will be on 80-10 meters. However, over the past weekend he was on 30/20/17/15 meters mainly on CW, with some activity on RTTY and PSK. QSL via DF9GR, by the Bureau is OK.

CY0, SABLE ISLAND. A DXpedition is tentatively scheduled to last 7 days in July 2005 (July 27th-August 3rd). Operators Joe/W8GEX, Wayne/K8LEE and Phil/W9IXX will be active on all bands 160-6 meters, CW, SSB PSK and RTTY. They plan to be active in the IOTA Contest. Callsign will be CY0AA and the QSL Manager is K8LEE. They will try to have online logs during the operation. Visit their Web page at:     http://www.wb8xx/sable The team is still look for funding.

DAYTON DX DINNER BANQUET (Reminder!). Jay, K4ZLE, reminds everyone the Dayton HamVention® is fast approaching. If you have not ordered your ticket for the 20th annual SWODXA DX Dinner to be held in conjunction with the HamVention®, you need to do so very soon. Tickets are on a first come, first served basis and seating is limited. The dinner will be Friday evening, May 20th, at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, located in Dayton City Center. This is the same venue as in years past. Tickets are 32.00 USD per meal, payable in U.S. funds to SWODXA, and may be ordered from Jay Slough, K4ZLE, at his CBA.  SASE would be appreciated. They will attempt to honor group seating requests when tickets are ordered together. The program has not been finalized yet; however, they expect to have a program to match the quality of their past programs. Further information may be obtained from Jay at:k4zle <at> arrl <dot> net

DXCC NEWS. Bill Moore, NC1L, ARRL DXCC Manager, announced the following operations are approved for DXCC credit: 6O0X - Somalia, from November 18, 2004, to November 26, 2004

TT8AMO - Chad, current operation effective March 9, 2005 Correction: TT8M was shown as approved starting of March 14, 2005. The correct start date should be March 9, 2005.

DXCC CARD CHECKING (Visalia International DX Convention). DXCC QSL card checking at the 2005 Visalia International DX Convention will take place on Saturday, April 16th from 2-4 PM in the Plaza room. All DXCC type cards can be checked including deleted entities, QSLs over 10 years old and 160 meter cards. For further information, contact Gary, KI6T at: ki6t@arrl.net

E5A-E5Z, COOK ISLANDS (Cook Islands DXCC Status Change!). From the ARRL Web page, the issuance of a callsign prefix block for Cook the Islands has made them a DXCC political entity. "It has come to our attention that the International Telecommunication Union Table of International Callsign Series now contains an entry for the Cook Islands," said ARRL Membership Services Manager Wayne Mills, N7NG. "New Zealand has been issued the E5A-E5Z callsign prefix block for the exclusive use of the Cook Islands. As a result, the Cooks become a political entity for DXCC purposes." Mills says the impact on the DXCC List will be minimal, however. "In reviewing the distances, it appears that the first 'separation' from the South Cooks likely will be Palmerston Island, which is just over 350 km northwest of Raratonga," he explained. "The remainder of what has been known as the North Cooks is not sufficiently distant from Palmerston to become an additional DXCC entity." Mills says the main effect of the change will be for Palmerston to count for North Cooks instead of South Cooks. The change also may clarify a situation with the North Cooks. "Since the addition of the Manihiki Islands (North Cooks) in January 1959 was not based on a specific distance, Palmerston has counted as South Cooks," he said. "DXCC Rule 5a comes into play now, keeping both North and South Cooks on the list, but moving Palmerston to the North Cooks because it is more than 350 km from the South islands and becomes the first separation." Under the circumstances, Mills said, it might now be appropriate to rename the entity "Palmerston and the North Cooks." For more updates/details, please read the ARRL announcement at: http://www.arrl.org

EA8, CANARY ISLANDS. Operators YL2KL, YL1ZF, YL2LY and ES1AJ will be active as EA8AH during the CQ WW WPX CW Contest (May 28-29th) as a Multi-2 entry. QSL via YL2KL.

FT5XO QRT. The FT5XO Microlite Penguins DXpedition to Kerguelen Island reportedly went QRT around 0200z on March 31st.

HB0, LIECHTENSTEIN. Ed, HA5BWW, and group of HA operators will be active from here as HB0/homecall, May 14-20th. Activity will be on 160-10 meters, including the WARC bands, mostly CW with some SSB. Look for HB0/HA5KHC

on 144 MHz. QSL via their home callsigns (Bureau is OK).

IOTA NEWS....................

AF-NEW.  (Update) Acording to Afif, 7X2RO, activity from Sanja Island will not include 160 meters operation due to poor propagation. Operations will be from May 1-5th. Reports indicate the callsign will be 7V2SI.

OC-220.  The operators who activated OC-251 (September 2002), OC-261 (April 2003) and OC-228 (April 2004), are now planning to activate OC-220, South Australia West group, St. Peter Island, Nuyts Archipelago the second weekend in April, commencing early Thursday, April 7th and concluding Monday at 2100z, April 11th. This will be a special event commemorating the 350th anniversary of the death of Pieter Nuyts, the Dutch East India Company man and sometime explorer, who died in 1655. St. Peter Island and Nuyts Archipelago, which is located off the coast from the seaport, Ceduna/Thevenard, was named after Pieter Nuyts in 1627 whilst exploring the southern ocean area of Australia, now known as the Great Australian Bight. St. Peter Island is part of a closely protected Conservation Park and also part of a greater Ecological Restoration of Endangered Species Program by South Australia Parks and Wildlife. A permit has been obtained for 4 operators to land and operate for a limited period. Operating dates/times are dependant on weather conditions which can be unpredictable at anytime of the year. Expected operators are Peter/VK3QI, Keith/VK3FT, Jack/VK3WWW and Max/VK3WT. Activity will be on the usual IOTA frequencies, both CW and SSB. Emphasis will be on 30/40m CW and 20/17/15m SSB. Long Path to Europe which is around 0500-0800z will also be emphasized. OC-220 has only been activated once before in March 1997, by Mal (VK6LC) as VK5ISL, for a total of 2200 QSOs, making it a relatively rare group. CW QSOs will be available and special arrangements put in place to maximize contacts with African and South American stations who have an entirely polar path through the auroral zones to contend with, both long and short paths. A special commemorative callsign has been applied for, and they are particularly interested in having contacts with as many Dutch stations as possible. QSL details are as follows: via VK3QI Direct (any callbook) or via VK3 QSL Bureau. Any questions about the proposed operation can be E-mailed to: Peter Forbes, VK3QI - prforbes@bigpond.net.au

JW, SVALBARD. Remember to look for Francois, F8DVD, to be active from the town of Longyearbyen as JW/F8DVD, April 4-11th. Activity will be on all bands, mainly SSB. QSL either via the French REF Bureau or direct.

OZ200, DENMARK (Special Activity/Event Update). Rene, OZ1LQH, informs OPDX that the special callsign OZ5HCA will not be used during the celebration of "Hans Christian Andersen" birthday, but the callsign OZ200HCA has been issued to be used between April 1-30th. The QSOs with OZ200HCA will, of course, count for the H.C. Andersen award. For more details, visit the

Web page at:         http://www.oz3fyn.dk/diplom-hcaGB.html

Rene thinks this is the first time ever that an OZ callsign has had more than one number in the prefix.

P4, ARUBA. John, W2GD, will be active as P40W during the CQ WW DX SSB Contest (October 29-30th) as a Single-Op/All-Band entry. QSL via N2MM. Look for activity prior to the contest on 160m and the WARC bands.

QSL INFO AND NEWS..............

QSL 5B/LY1DF/LGT via LY1DF. Activity took place over the past weekend. Visit the following Web for more details:  http://www.qsl.net/ly1df

Toni, EA5RM, reports that the CW5R (SA-039) QSLs just arrived from the printed, and direct QSLs are starting to be processed.

NEW QSL MANAGER. Vladimir, LZ1OT, informs OPDX that he is now the QSL Manager for Yury, 4L4CH.

NEW LOGS FOR LZ2TU. QSL Manager WB2RAJ confirms that he has again acquired new logs from Dobri, LZ2TU. The logs now span from February 15th, 2001, through February 6th, 2005. A new color QSL cards will be used. Please do not QSL for any contact after February 6, 2005, until newer logs are received. To confirm contacts with LZ2TU, QSL DIRECT ONLY to: Kash Kashdin - WB2RAJ, 4591 West Overlook Drive, Williamsville, NY  14221.

Ark, UA4CC, informs OPDX that their EY0R and EY8/UA4CC expedition to Tajikistan is now finishied. They made over 6000 QSOs with more 100 countries on all continents. He also mentioned that Bill, NC1L, informed him their opertion is good for DXCC credit. The logs for EY0R and EY8/UA4CC are now aviable online at: http://dx.qsl.net/logs

QSL via UA4CC; cards will be sent out soon (bureau and direct). Look for the logs to be uploaded into the LoTW in the future.

VU4 QSLS. The VU4 QSLs are now being received. However, if you have not sent for your QSL, Charles, K4VUD, wants to remind everyone: DO NOT SEND CASH TO NIAR IN HYDRABAD. Charles states, "Yes, I know it is legal for NIAR to receive U.S. dollars, but why risk the money getting into someone else's hands on the way to NIAR? THERE IS AN EASY WAY TO DONATE.... Read NIAR's web site for instructions to donate via DERA in   Colorado (DERA even takes credit cards). THEN, in your QSL request to NIAR, put a note saying "donated via DERA."  NO CASH BY MAIL TO NIAR; how many ways can I say it?" Charles also mentions that he hopes to be at Visalia or Dayton and put on a slide shows about VU4.

SPECIAL EVENT. Operators Karlis/YL2MD, Serge/YL2MU and Andris/YL2GQT will be active as YL740C, YL740M and YL740T, until June 28th, to celebrate the 740th anniversary of the Latvian City of Jelgava (former Mitaw, the Capital of the Kurland Duchyin XVII Century). QSL via their home callsigns.

SV, GREECE. Ben, OZ5AAH, will be in Athens and be active as SV/OZ5IPA from April 5-13th. Activity will be on all bands including the WARC bands on CW/SSB. QSL direct ONLY via Ben Jakobsen, Gjethusparken 25, 3300 Fr.vaerk,Denmark.

VP5, TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS. Operators Bob/K7LAY (father) and Harry/K7LAZ (son) will be on a mini DXpedition/ham vacation to here  between June 12-24th. Activity will be on all bands 160-10 meters with an emphasis on CW. Callsigns will be VP5/homecall. QSL via their home callsigns

WARD 2005. AWARD. Sylwester Jarkiewicz, SP2FAP, Editor-in-Chief of MK QTC Magazine, states the World Amateur Radio Day 2005 Award (WARD) is designed to commemorate the World Amateur Radio Day celebrated by IARU on April 18th each year. This year's award celebrates the 80th anniversary of IARU. The AWARD 2005 is issued by the MK QTC, "The Polish Radio Amateurs'Journal", with support of PZK, "The Polish Amateur Radio Union". The WARD 2005 will be issued for the following numbers of contacts: either 10 QSOs on HF bands, or 5 QSOs on VHF bands. All contacts must be made between 0000 and 2400z on  April 18, 2005.  Send a standard application form (log extract), including the list of QSOs, to: MK QTC, The Radio Amateurs'Journal, Suchacz-Zamek, Wielmozy 5b, 82-340 Tolkmicko, Poland (on or before June 31st, 2005). The price of the WARD 2005 Award is 5 USD or 5 EURO. The full-color award's size: 210 x 297 mm. The WARD 2005 Award is also available to SWLs for the same numbers of reports. Also, visit the following Web pages for more details:             http://ward.radio.org.pl/                                 http://ward-award.prv.pl/

Also, you can send (for more details) via an E-mails to:   qtc@post.pl

WRTC 2006 (Update). Oms, PY5EG, reports that the rules for the next World Radiosport Team Championship to be held in Florianopolis, Brazil, on July 7-10th (2006), can now be downloaded from the following Web page at: http://www.wrtc2006.com During the next 30-60 days they will announce the following documents: Referees Selection  Criteria and Team Selection Criteria.
PROPAGATION FORECAST
ARLP013 Propagation de K7RA

We saw a decline this week in average daily sunspot numbers and solar flux. Average daily sunspot numbers were down over 10 points to 34.1 when compared to the previous week, and average daily solar flux declined almost 12 points to 80.2.

The short term prediction shows solar flux values rising slowly over the next week, reaching 100 around April 8. The planetary A index should rise over the next few days. The predicted planetary A index for April 2-5 is 15, 25, 35 and 20.

Just completed is the first quarter of 2005. Now is a good time to take some running averages of sunspot numbers and solar flux, comparing this quarter to previous periods.

From the first quarter of 2003 through the first quarter of 2005, the average daily sunspot numbers were 120.3, 107.3, 110.2, 99.2, 72.9, 71.3, 69.3, 61 and 46.1.

The average daily solar flux for the same period was 134.3, 124.2,120.8, 137.4, 111.1, 99.5, 111, 104.8 and 96.4.

We see clearly that cycle 23 continues the fall toward solar minimum, which is currently forecast roughly around October 2006 to April 2007. Fortunately, the rise of a solar cycle is much more rapid than its decline. But when comparing current smoothed sunspot numbers to the predicted numbers once the next cycle turns up, the predicted value for April 2005 is just slightly above the predicted value for December 2007. So we shouldn't expect conditions to improve beyond what we've had recently until early 2008, or a little less than three years from now. Current sunspot numbers are lower than they've been since 1997. The peak of the next cycle will probably occur in 2010.

March 1965 was 40 years ago. I was still twelve years old, and when riding the school bus home one day in that March, I saw that my mom had hung her red sweater in the window. That was my signal. I couldn't wait for the bus to drop me off so I could race back up the hill. I ran into the house, grabbed the envelope from the FCC off the dining room table, and ripped it open. Inside, there was my new Novice call, WN7CSK. Hard to believe it's been 40 years.

If you would like to comment or have a tip, email the author at, k7ra@arrl.net.

For more information concerning radio propagation and an explanation of the numbers used in this bulletin see the ARRL Technical Information Service propagation page at, http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/propagation.html.

Sunspot numbers for March 24 through 30 were 57, 65, 41, 35, 15, 15 and 11 with a mean of 34.1. 10.7 cm flux was 87.1, 82.1, 77.7, 78.4, 79.7, 78.8 and 77.6, with a mean of 80.2. Estimated planetary A indices were 6, 18, 16, 13, 4, 5 and 9 with a mean of 10.1. Estimated mid-latitude A indices were 4, 15, 12, 8, 2, 3 and 6, with a mean of 7.1.

MLDXCC 2005 Meeting Schedule

April 9, 11:30AM-2:30PM, Ione Hotel

May 21 Ione Hotel  Ione, CA

June 18 Ione Hotel  Ione, CA (Pre-Field Day meeting)

July 23 Senior Center in Jackson?? Ione Hotel, maybe??

August 13 Ione Hotel  NAQP-CW on 6th/SSB on 20

September 24 Ione Hotel Sprints on 10th & 17th

October 15 Ione Hotel  (If we would rather attend Pacificon, meeting on 

Oct 8) CQP is on Oct 1 & 2...CQWW SSB Oct 29 & 30 Nominations

November 12 Ione Hotel  (SS/CW on 5th & 6th, SSB on 19th & 20th) Elections

December 17  Ione Hotel  (Could have on 3rd-ARRL 160, if 17th too close 

to Christmas)

Membership Criteria 

Membership criteria may be obtained by writing the Secretary/Treasurer at:

MLDXCC

PO Box 1073

Pine Grove, CA 95665-1073 

The club website is: mldxcc.com

The MLDXCC NEWSLETTER

Information may be reproduced provided credit is given MLDXCC.

2005 Officers of the MLDXCC  

President: Dick Wilson, K6LRN,

k6lrn@arrl.net
Vice Prez: Jim Vennenman, WX6V

wx6v@msn.com

Secretary: Ron St.Jean, N6NIA n6nia@arrl.net

Treasurer: Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD 

k6tkd@arrl.net

Director: Ray Parker, ND6S

Nd6sarrl@sbcglobal.net

Director: Gary Stilwell, KI6T

E-mail: ki6t@arrl.net


Nugget Editor: Rick Samoian,W6SR samoian@directcon.net

QSL Manager: Norm Regan, WA6SJQ

Publicity Chairperson Brandt Woodard, K6BEW

ARRL Awards Checkers

DXCC, Gary Stillwell, KI6T & Ken Anderson, K6TA

WAS & others Dennis King, N6KD
ARRL Sixth District QSL Bureau

PO Box 530, Weed, CA 96094-0530. For more information, visit the ARRL Sixth District QSL Bureau Web site http://www.kqlz.com/qslbureau6.html.
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