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The Nugget

The Newsletter of the Mother Lode DX/Contest Club

MEETING DATE, LOCATION & PROGRAM 

When: Saturday, August 13th, 11:30AM-2:30PM 

Where: Ione Hotel, 25 West Main St., Ione, CA 95640 Phone: 209-274-6082, Order from their menu.
What: This month, our club program will be:

A review of Field Day 2005, what worked and what didn’t etc.

MLDXCC/NCCC Joint meeting redux.

Planning for the CQWW Phone MM from K6KM’s.

CU there!

A WARM WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS

W6AJW "Chuck" Farr 

PO BOX122/2951 Hwy 49

San Andreas, CA 95249

209-754-1373 

cefarr@direcway.com
W6HFM Harry Miller 

PO Box 120

Pilot Hill, CA 95664

530-886-0721

hfmiller@ix.netcom.com
FROM THE PREZ

We had a great turnout for the annual joint meeting with the Northern California Contest Club. There were about 50 people in attendance, coming from as far away as Nevada, Mt. Shasta area, plus the greater SF Bay area. THANKS to Carolyn, Kay & Midge for their hard work in the kitchen, to Ray, ND6S for picking up from Claypool’s & for making arrangements with Senior Center, Jim, WX6V & Jack, KF6T for their work getting the program and presenting it. We enjoyed Rusty, W6OAT’s presentation of his trip to Dubai (A6 land) including a look at the great A61AJ ‘super station’. 

For those that missed the meeting, I have a copy of the Dubai presentation on DVD. It will be added to the Northern California DX Foundation’s Video Library. 

My report is short again this month…there is only about an hour before the CW NA QSO Party & I need to get out to the shack, warm up the gear, get rid of the cobwebs (mine & station’s) & hope the thunderstorms, etc. predicted for this weekend do not materialize. 

Congrats to Jeff, WK6I for great showing in several recent contests. He racked up 159,000 points in the ARRL RTTY Round up in January while many of the other scores submitted did not exceed 100K. He also came in a close second to K6XX in last year’s CQWW SSB contest, scoring over a million points. Nice going, Jeff!!

The SSB portion of the NAQP is on August 13. It starts at 11 AM local, running ‘til 11PM local. Operate 10 out of 12 hours. Power is 100 watts. 160-10 meters. Times off mist be at least 30 minutes. (If your last log entry is 1300, for instance, next entry should be 1331 to make ensure your timeout was 30 minutes.) One suggestion is to take three 40-minute timeouts. 

Next month, we have the NA Sprint CW & SSB contests. Lasting only four hours, these are action packed. Many are scoring over 300 Qs. Start at 0000Z. Operate on 20, 40 & 75/80 meters. Full info for NAQP & Sprints can be found on the NCJ web site. 

While the August meeting and beyond are scheduled for the Ione Hotel, I think we could be keeping our eyes open for a meeting place. 

Welcome aboard to our newest members, W6HFM & W6AJW.  

THE VP SEZ

Greetings from beautiful downtown Auburn,

Sure enjoyed last month's joint meeting with NCCC. If you weren't there, you really missed a very entertaining program put on by Rusty, W6OAT, as well as some fine food and quality socializing. Thanks to Jack, KF6T, for providing the DVD player, computer, and sound system for our program. Not exactly sure yet what our program will be for this month.

One of the topics for this month's club meeting will be our participation as a club in the CQ WW SSB contest at K6KM's QTH over the weekend of October 29 and 30. Bill and I talked about this at last month's meeting and his recent e-mail on the club reflector confirms that the station is ready and available for our use. So - please check your calendars and sign-up for this fun event at one of this area's premier super-stations. Contact Rick, W6SR, who is handling the operating schedule for us.

An interesting side note from our recent field day effort was a phone call that I received as a result of the notice about our club's participation that appeared in the Auburn Journal. It was the executor of the estate for W6SUN-SK, who still had some towers and antennas to sell. Managed to help him sell off a small tower (40') and I snagged a nice Ham IV rotor for my new tower installation. Still awaiting sale is George's 72-foot crank-up tower and 6-element tri-band quad. I hope to get a picture of this monster antenna before it is dis-assembled. The sight of 6 full-sized tri-band quad elements on a 40-foot boom is quite imposing. No wonder George was so loud.

Just returned home from our vacation back east where I attended my 40th high school reunion in Cincinnati, Ohio. What a hoot!! Also had an eyeball QSO with Jim, K8CXM, a ham friend that I have known since our novice days back in the early 60s.  We used to compete with each other to see who could work the most DX (this was back when I signed K8DBW). Somehow, he always managed to stay just a few countries ahead of me - and still does!! Also drove out to Norfolk, Virginia to visit my son and his family. He was fresh off the USS Carl Vinson, one of the Navy's 

aircraft carriers which just returned home from an around-the-world cruise that included three months in the Gulf region. My son had called me on the phone from Dubai on Father's Day - you  know - the same place that Rusty showed us during last month's club program.    

Wow-what a month!  Now it's on to the long-awaited tower installation of mine. Hope to see y'all at this month's club meeting in Ione.  Jim  -WX6V-

NEW ADDRESS for the ARRL Sixth District QSL Bureau

P.O. Box 970

Fairfax, CA., 94978-0970

Comments or questions on this bureau's operation may be directed to kc6awx@arrl.net 

See the W6 Bureau home page (http://www.kqlz.com/qslbureau6/).

P5, NORTH KOREA WILL BE BACK ON THE AIR THIS MONTH! Yesterday KA2HTV, Dave, updated your DX editor on his trip to DPRK from Beijing.  He received his North Korean visa and air Koryo tickets.  He will be leaving this morning for Pyongyang.  "I received word that I will get good cooperation on this effort", says David.  

He also wants to emphasis that the "bulk of the operating will be from the (August) 20-23" time frame.  Dave went on by saying not to "worry if it takes a few days to get on the air".  Just to remind everyone the absolute earliest he could show up would be today around 2000Z.

Any activity will most likely be on 17, 20 or 40 meters on SSB.  If an official press release comes out we will send it to all subscribers.

You may also want to keep an eye on http://www.amsatnet.com/p5a.html.

Looking at the expected solar conditions between now and the end of

Dave's trip to Pyongyang are not very hopeful.  The Solar Flux is expected to drop below 100 today and continue down to 70 and not raising above 100 until after Dave has left P5.  Here on the east coast of the US that probably means we will only have a shot on 20 meters, especially during the 2000-2200Z time frame.  The lower the K index the better the opportunity from this part of the globe.

Europeans, especially on the western half of the continent should have a significant advantage during that 20-22Z time period.

Now more than ever - you need The Daily DX and The Weekly DX - to keep up with the DX news from around the globe!

Editor of - The Daily DX 

MEMBER’S NEWS & FEEDBACK

I have been cranking the 106 ft tower up and down testing the new active receive dipole from DX Engineering at 115 ft.  Still trying to get the front-end settings correct.  Signals are much stronger at 115 ft than when cranked down.  Also continuing to reconfigure the station for SO2R and remote base operation.  Rick N6RK
I think it's important to start talking up Bill's (K6KM) offer to use his station for CQ Worldwide DX Contest, SSB 0000Z, Oct 29 to 2400Z, Oct 30.. It's too important an offer to pass up and I think it be a real nice gesture to make this one contest (out of the year) a CLUB-MLDXCC effort. We need to clear our calendars.  There’s plenty of schedule open to work a shift or two at Bill's and still have a part of the weekend for other activities...Ron - N6NIA  

So far only NU6T, N6NIA and myself have said they will participate in the CQWW Phone at Bill and Ginny’s FB QTH. Any others? Contact me de W6SR.

Well it looks like I will not make my goal of 300 countries worked in one year (after installation of my new tower and antennae) on 8/21/04. I only have 254 worked as of 8/5/05…Oh well, maybe next year…de Mike W6FI.

Well, I played around in the CW NAQP and rediscovered the pleasant fact that low power makes for much better SO2R.  Duh!  I also installed a cute little relay amp called the AmpKeyer that protects my DX Doubler from the high voltage PTT line of the old SB-220. This cured some bizarre audio switching problems, but was not needed in NAQP of course.

I'm planning to replace my 3el SteppIR with a 4el in October. Neighbor KI6IV is planning a new home for the 3el. Then we can QRM each other on the WARC bands, too! Rick N6XI
EDITOR’S NOTES

Despite the 100-degree temperatures of the past month, I finally finished weed whacking, poison oak spraying and all the required fire abatement. Man, 10 acres seems much larger now than it did when we bought it just 5 short years ago.  Or could it be that I’m just getting old! Naw!

We had our thirteen-year-old granddaughter for several days this month and we spoiled her rotten. Yep, her mother is gonna’ hate us, but spoiling is what grandparents are all about, right?

I spent my new HF radio budget on a GLH performance exhaust system, Vector air intake system and a Predator computer chip performance programmer for the ol’ Corvette.  It’s now at well over 400 HP and this sucka’ is seriously fast and way too much fun! A new radio is gonna’ wait a while.

Let’s see, what else? Gee, I even worked some DX the past month, I worked four new band countries and I am now up to 2323 confirmed on the DXCC challenge.  However, I’m a long way from N6JV who is pushing 2600, HI HI.  Oh yeah, I may have even weaseled a QSO with C91CW on 80M, but static crashes (last Thursday night)were very bad, and a 339 does not assure you that ur “in the log”, only time will tell. C U all the 13th, de Rick W6SR 

MLDXCC – July 2005 Treasurer’s Report

Balance July 1, 2005:
    $466.64

Income:
Donation

 5.00



Dues


45.00






50.00

Expenses:
Joint Meeting



  Room

35.00



  Drinks

18.84



  Meat

68.00



  Misc.

23.22





     145.05

Balance July 31, 2995:
    $371.59

Meeting Minutes July 23rd, Joint Meeting MLDXCC & NCCC

Meeting called to order @ ~ 13:05PT by President Dick Wilson K6LRN, Dick began an introduction of all in attendance.

-
Old Business, None

· New Business, Director Ray Parker ND6S announced that Norm Regan WA6SJ and a Q, and Lila Fullerton KG6YSR where married. All in attendance responded favorably.

· NCCC President, Mike Heideman, N7MH presented a number of shirts and certificates for various awards.

· President Dick Wilson announced that we have membership applications from two new prospective members, W6AJW & W6HFM

Presentation began by Rusty Epps W6OAT

Presentation concluded after a brief Q&A at 14:41 PT

The meeting was adjourned at ~ 14:43PT by President Dick Wilson K6LRN

Minutes respectively submitted by Ron, N6NIA

UPCOMING EVENTS

Foothill Flea Market

2nd Saturday of each month from March through October at Lockheed, Sunnyvale.

Livermore Swap Meet

1st Sunday of each month (see website for new location), 7:00 AM to noon, all year.  Talk in 147.045 from the west 145.35 from the east. Check at: larkswap.com 

UP-COMING CONTESTS 

WAE DX Contest, CW 0000Z, Aug 13 to 2359Z, Aug 14 

Maryland-DC QSO Party 1600Z, Aug 13 to 0400Z, Aug 14 and 1600Z-2359Z, Aug 14 

NCCC Thursday Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Aug 19 

SARTG WW RTTY Contest 0000Z-0800Z, Aug 20 and 1600Z-2400Z, Aug 20 and 0800Z-1600Z, Aug 21 

ARRL 10 GHZ and Up Contest 0600 local, Aug 20 to 2400 local, Aug 21 

North American QSO Party, SSB 1800Z, Aug 20 to 0600Z, Aug 21 

New Jersey QSO Party 2000Z, Aug 20 to 0700Z, Aug 21 and 1300Z, Aug 21 to 0200Z, Aug 22 

NCCC Thursday Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Aug 26 

ALARA Contest 0600Z, Aug 27 to 1159Z, Aug 28 

Hawaii QSO Party 0700Z, Aug 27 to 2200Z, Aug 28 

Ohio QSO Party 1600Z, Aug 27 to 0400Z, Aug 28 

Kentucky QSO Party 1600Z, Aug 28 to 0400Z, Aug 29 

NCCC Thursday Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Sep 2 

All Asian DX Contest, Phone 0000Z, Sep 3 to 2400Z, Sep 4 

WAE DX Contest, SSB 0000Z, Sep 10 to 2359Z, Sep 11 

Arkansas QSO Party 1400Z, Sep 10 to 0600Z, Sep 11 and 

  1800Z, Sep 11 to 0200Z, Sep 12 

ARRL September VHF QSO Party 1800Z, Sep 10 to 0300Z, Sep 12 

North American Sprint, CW 0000Z-0400Z, Sep 11 

Tennessee QSO Party 1800Z, Sep 11 to 0100Z, Sep 12 

ARRL 10 GHZ and Up Contest 0600 local, Sep 17 to 2400 local, Sep 18 

Scandinavian Activity Contest, CW 1200Z, Sep 17 to 1200Z, Sep 18 

Washington State Salmon Run 1600Z, Sep 17 to 0700Z, Sep 18 and 1600Z-2400Z, Sep 18 

QCWA Fall QSO Party 1800Z, Sep 17 to 1800Z, Sep 18 

North American Sprint, SSB 0000Z-0400Z, Sep 18 

144 MHz Fall Sprint 1900 local - 2300 local, Sep 19 

CQ Worldwide DX Contest, RTTY 0000Z, Sep 24 to 2400Z, Sep 25 

Scandinavian Activity Contest, SSB 1200Z, Sep 24 to 1200Z, Sep 25 

Texas QSO Party 1400Z, Sep 24 to 0200Z, Sep 25 and   1400Z-2000Z, Sep 25 

222 MHz Fall Sprint 1900 local - 2300 local, Sep 27 

Ohio/Penn DX Bulletin No. 721

5R, MADAGASCAR (IOTA Op). Dino, IZ4AKV, plans to be active as 5R8HS from Nosy Be Island (IOTA AF-057) between August 25th and September 8th. Look for activity on all HF bands. QSL via IZ4AKV (QRZ.com).

DXCC NEWS. Bill Moore, NC1L, ARRL DXCC Branch Manager, announced that the  following operation has been approved for DXCC credit: T6EE - Afghanistan; Operation from September 19, 2004, to October 16, 2004

FY, FRENCH GUIANA. Members of the Cayenne ARC will be active as FY5KAC

from the City of Sinnamary (on the road from Cayenne to Kourou, West French Guiana), August 13-15th. They will have two HF stations on the air; one on CW and the other on SSB. This is a three days exhibit to show "How to become a ham". QSL via the French REF Bureau or direct via QRZ.com.

GD, ISLE OF MAN. Hein, DL2OBF, was invited by Alex, GD3UMW, and the Manx

Radio Club to operate GD6IA during the CQ WW DX CW Contest (November 26-27th) as a Single-Op/All-Band entry. High/Low-Power will be decided shortly before the contest depending on the conditions. Do not expect much activity before or after the contest. QSL for GD6IA is via PO Box 1,Peel City, Isle of Man, British Isles. More information about the station can be found on the Web page at:        http://www.gd6ia.com

GREEK IOTA TOUR. Tony, IK8VRH, will begin his IOTA summer tour in Greece

this week as SV/IK8VRH. Activity will be on 20/17/15 meters CW/SSB/RTTY.QSL via his home callsign, by the ARI Bureau or direct (QRZ.com). His schedule is as follows: 

August 10-11th - Skiza Island (EU-158)

August 13-14th - Alefonnisos Island (EU-113)

August 16-18th - Dokos Island (EU-075); lighthouse will be activated

August 20-22nd - Kavalliani Island (EU-060)

August 23-28th - Spetses Island (EU-075); lighthouse will be activated

HB0, LIECHTENSTEIN. Members of the Eindhoven Student Radioamateur Club(ESRAC) will be active from Sareiser Joch now through August 16th. They will be signing as HB0/PA6TUE (QSL via PI4TUE) and possibly HB0/homecall. Activity will be on 160-6 meters and UHF, with an emphasis on the lower bands, 6 meters and the digital modes (RTTY, PSK31, SSTV, JT6M).

HB0, LIECHTENSTEIN. Roger/ON7TQ and Marcel/ON6UQ will be active as HB0/ON7TQ and HB0/ON6UQ, September 17-24th. Activity will be on all HF bands on CW/SSB/RTTY/SSTV and maybe PSK32. QSL via their home callsigns. They will put up a 3 element 3-band yagi, a R7, an inverted L (AKI) 40m and dipoles for 80/160m. Rigs are: FT1000MP and TS850S with about 400W.

IOTANEWS............................

AS-062.  Operators Vladimir/RV1CC, Serge/UA1ANA, Yuri/RA0FU and Elen/RV3ACA will be be active from Shikotan Island (RR-15-06),August 10-18th. All operators will sign homecall/0, except Yuri; he will sign RA0FU/p. QSL via their home callsigns.

AS-079.  (Cancelled) Tack, JE1RXJ, had to cancel his activity to Miyako Island because of Typhoon No.9 approaching the island.

EU-010.  Dennis, M0LSB, will be active as MM0LSB/p from South Uist(SCOTIA HI-06 and IOSA OH-003), Outer Hebrides, August 8-11th. Activity will be on or near the usual IOTA frequencies. QSL via M0LSB.

EU-011.  The special event station callsign, GB0SM, will be activated from St. Mary's, Isles of Scilly, September 24th to October 1st. Activity will be CW, SSB and possibly some Digital. Bands             will be 160-6 meters. QSL via the Bureau, direct to G0PSE or            by E-mail. G0PSE's address is: Tom Taylor, 19 Derwent Grove, Taunton, Somerset TA1 2NJ, England. E-mail requests for Bureau QSL go to: g0pse@qsl.net The on-line log will be updated to include the new QSOs AFTER the DXpedition members return home - so don't check to see if you are in the log until a further announcement is made that            the log has been brought up-to-date. Web page is at: http://www.qsl.net/gb0sm

EU-170.   Lada, OK1LO, will be active as 9A5LO/p from Pasman Island (CIA-34, CI-085 and MIA MC-291), now through August 15th. Activity will be on 80-10 meters. QSL via his home callsign, direct or by the bureau.

NA-046.  Adam, K2ARB, will be active as K2ARB/1 from Martha's Vineyard (USI MA-005S), now through August 30th. Activity will be on            CW on 80/40/30/20/17 meters. QSL via his home callsign, direct            or by the bureau.

NA-052.  Karl/N1DL and Joe/KK9TT (signing K5MI) will be active from            Marco Island (USI FL-025S, Collier County, Florida)through December 31st. Activity will be on 40-10 meters, CW, SSB, PSK and possibly RTTY. QSL for both callsigns via N1DL  direct.

NA-092.  Phil, AD5X, will be active as AD5X/p from Mustang Island (USI            TX-011S, Nueces County, Texas), August 13-16th. His activity will mostly be on 40/30/20 meters CW, with some SSB on 17 meters. QSL via his home callsign, direct or by the bureau.

NA-111.  Ross, K3HR, will be active as K3HR/2 from Long Beach Island            until Sep 6. QSL via the bureau.

NA-112.  Steve, W3HF, will be active as W3HF/4 from Bogue Banks now            through August 13th. Activity will be QRP on 40-10 meters, mostly on PSK or SSB. QSL via the bureau.

OC-NEW.  Members of "Team YE1P" will be going to Karimata Island and be            active as YE7P between September 1-5th. The team consists of: YB5QZ, YB5NOF, YB2MTA, YB0A, YB0DPO, YB0ECT, YB0JS, YB0KLI and YB1TC (Team Leader and QSL Manager). It is requested that all EU chasers please send donations and QSL requests to IZ8CCW. For Japan please send to JN6RZM, and for NA & SA please send donations and QSL requests to Al-K6SIX. For more information and            the online log, please visit the Web page at: http://www.orari.web.set

SA-069.  (Cancelled) Members of the "Atacama Desert DX Group" have            postponed their 3G1M operation from Santa Maria Island  until October.

J7, DOMINICA. Mike, WA2VQW, informed OPDX that "While it is really too early to be making a full, detailed announcement of our future return-trip to Dominica, we are so excited about going BACK to J7 that we thought that we would give everyone a 'heads-up'. The RZS Amateur Radio Club had such a wonderful time last March (2005) in Dominica, that we have made plans to return and reserved several cottages at Sea Cliffs for the March 2006 WPX. Last March we made 75 people very happy on 160 meters and several hundred on 80 meters. Our total QSO number exceeded 6500 for all HF bands,

all with wire antennas that 'came out' of a suitcase! We will give full details on our upcoming trip next February."

JW, SVALBARD. Operators Mathias/JW5NM, Ragnar/JW7FD and Peter/JW7QIA will be active as JW5E during the CQ WW DX SSB Contest (October 29-30th) as a Multi-Single entry. QSL via JW5NM: Box 498, 9171 Longyearbyen, Norway. PLEASE NOTE: Postage to Norway-USA = 1.70 USD and Norway-Europe = 1.5 Euro

JW, SVALBARD. Howard, G6LVB, will be travelling to Svalbard in the next

few weeks (current plans, August 26-28th) to do some minor upgrades to a satellite station at:http://www.svalsat.com He is intending to take some LEO satellite gear with him, so if you'd like to add JW to your DXCC list let him know at: howard@howardlong.com Howard states,"Despite its northerly location, it has coverage to Canada

and the North Eastern U.S. as well as Japan. I will definitely be active on AO-51, SO-50, AO-27, PO-28 (let's hope) and if I have room for SSB equipment I will operate FO-29, VO-52 and possibly AO-7. The ISS never travels far enough North for me to take a shot at it. There are no plans to take any HF gear, whatever that is ;-)."

LX, LUXEMBOURG. Marcus, DL1EKC, will be active as LX/DL1EKC/P from August 10-26th. Operation is planned on the classic bands from 80-10 meters. Marcus will enter the WAEDC as a Single-Op/Low-Power station. There might be some 6 meters activity after the contest.

MICROLITE BALTIC TOUR (2005). Vincenzo, IZ0FKE, informs OPDX that it is getting too hot in Italy during the summertime, and it is time take a break (holiday) and maybe cool off in Scandinavia. He plans to activate a couple of islands and rent cottages very close to the Baltic Sea (just meters of coaxial from the radio to the antennas). This will be a microlite setup(Yaesu FT-857 and wires antennas). His current schedule is as follows:

August 8-13th  - Active as OH1/IZ0FKE from Parainen-Pargas Island (Turku Group), IOTA EU-096 (Number 4 on the Top 10 Most Wanted European Islands).

August 13-20th - Active as OH0/IZ0FKE from Aland Islands (Aland MainIsland), IOTA EU-002. Acivity will be on HF SSB and 6 meters with "Live Media Coverage by MMS Pictures 1,2 Megapix." Visit his interesting Web page for more details and maps and photos at:            http://www.iz0fke.com 

Chief Operations Supporter and QSL Manager is Alberto, IZ0FMA. QSL via the Italian Bureau or direct. His Web page is: http://www.iz0fma.info

NCDXF ELECTION (Press Release by: Al Burnham, K6RIM, NCDXF VP). At its Board of Directors meeting on August 5, 2005, in Corte Madera, CA, the Northern California DX Foundation re-elected the following officers and directors:

President       Len Geraldi    K6ANP

Vice President  Al Burnham     K6RIM

Secretary       Tom McShane    NW6P

Treasurer       Bruce Butler   W6OSP

Director        Rusty Epps     W6OAT

Director        Dave Pugatch   KI6WF

Director        Chuck Ternes   N6OJ

Director        Glenn Vinson   W6OTC

Director        Steve Merchant K6AW

Director        Ken Anderson   K6TA

Director        Tim Totten     N4GN

Information pertaining to the Northern California DX Foundation is available at: http://www.ncdxf.org

P4, ARUBA. By the time you read this, operators Gerard/KE9I (P40QX),Eric/K9GY (P40GY), Mike/AJ9C (P40C), Nancy/KB9NSC, and Phil/N9LAH(P4/N4LAH) should be active until August 20th. They will be active in the WAE CW Contest (possibly as P40QX in remembrance of Leo/N9QX who passed away this year [father of KE9I]).

PJ2, NETHERLANDS ANTILLES. Here is an early announcement! Look for Jeff,K8ND, to be active as PJ2T from from Signal Point, Curacao, during the Q WW 160 CW Contest (January 28-29th) as a Single-Op/High-Power entry.QSL via N9AG or LoTW. Visit the Caribbean Contesting Consortium at: http://www.pj2t.org

PJ2,NETHERLANDS ANTILLES. Operators Jonathan/K9JS, Ian/K5ZM, Lewis/WW4LL and Darrell/K9MUG will be active as PJ2B during the CQ/RJ WW DX RTTY ontest (September 24-25th) as a Multi-Multi entry. Look for the operators o be active before the contest on 160-10 meters CW/SSB/RTTY, September 20-23rd.

QRP MOUNTAIN DXPEDITION.  Alain, F6ENO, will be active portable and QRPfrom the Condamine Summit in the French Alps, August 15th or 16th, weather ermitting. Activity is scheduled to start around 1200z until his powercells run out of power. He will be QRP on 40 meters using a HM 2 watts CW transceiver powered by a pack of two 2Ah cells, and a 2X10 meters dipole 1.5 meters above ground (but at more than 3000 meters ASL). He is limitedto 15Kg of gear that he can carry in his rucksack which is prepared for a wo day journey (included food, tent and pegs, ice axe, cords, snap hooks etc....). The second rucksack, which is his wife Odile's, is devoted to photography gear. The callsign to be used is the French CW Society (the Union Francaise des Telegraphistes'): F8UFT/p. All QSOs will be confirmed

with a special QSL. QSL via F6ICG.

QSL INFO AND NEWS..........................

Oscar, EA4TD, reports that the first batch of QSOs logged by the 3V8SM Spanish team is now available online at: http://www.ea4td.com/logs.php The QSOs are valid for the Mediterranean Islands Award, MT-013. Also, the 3V8SM Spanish Team (active between July 26th and August 1st) want to remind everyone that the QSL Manager for this period is EC4DX. QSL by the URE Spanish Bureau or direct to: Javier Prados, C/. Las Flores,9-1ªA, Cp. 28.340 Valdemoro - Madrid, Spain. They have recently noticed that some radio forums and cluters are listing others managers. Save your money and use the right QSL Manager.

The TM380 QSL cards for the first A380 aircraft take off celebration have been received over the past weekend from the printer. The first batch for direct QSL will be answered very quickly. Bureau cards will e answered just after. QSL TM380 via F5GNY: Michel Valette, 1 rue des Mimosas, F-31850 Beaupuy, France.

Reports indicate that the CY0AA Sable Island logs (good through August 4th) are now online at:http://www.wb8xx.com/sable/log.htm

Spencer, W6SZG, informed OPDX that he received a nice reply to an E-mail inquiry about the QSL status for the brief Clipperton Island, FO0/F8UFT, operation in March 2005. Maurice, F5NQL, told him the cards are being printed, and all QSLs will be answered shortly.

Effective August 1, 2005, Laurent, W0MM, is the QSL Manager for OH0Z.QSL is "OK" direct or via the bureau. Logs will be uploaded to LoTW later in the year. QSL cards are being designed and should be ready within a month.

PLEASE NOTE: Qne U.S. dollar is not enough to cover the return of a card from France to outside of Europe and Africa.

SV5, DODECANESE. Hubert, DK9NCX, will be active as either SV5/DK9NCX or J45R from the Island of Rhodes (IOTA EU-001, MIA MGD-028), now through August 20th. Look for activity on 160-10 meters, with an emphasis on the

lower bands. QSL via his home callsign, direct or by the bureau.

SV5, DODECANESE. Giannis, SV5FRI, will be active from Symi Island (MIA MGD-030), August 15-24th. Activity will be on 40/20/17/15 meters. QSL via address on QRZ.com.

V73, MARSHALL ISLANDS. Jeff, KA1GJ (aka V73GJ), informs OPDX that he will be leaving the Marshall Islands after "four great years of DX."  Jeff also mentions that all QSL requests should now go to his new mailing address:  Jeffrey Parker, 19 Old Forge Lane, Sudbury, MA  01776, USA.

VP9, BERMUDA. Frank, K3TRM, will be active as K3TRM/VP9 while on vacation from August 20-28th. Activity will be on 80-6 meters, including the WARC bands using SSB, RTTY, and PSK31. QSL via his home callsign, direct or by the bureau. Additional information is available on his Web site at: http://www.k3trm.com/

VP9, BERMUDA. Kyle, WA4PGM, will be active as VP9/WA4PGM from September 9-13th. His activity will include entries in the WAE SSB, ARRL VHF and NA SPRINT CW contests. Outside of the contests, look for him on 160-6 meters CW/SSB. QSL direct with return postage to his PO Box address only: Kyle Chavis, POB 127, Farmville, VA 23901. His Web page is: http://www.wa4pgm.us

VP9, BERMUDA. Operators Al/K7AR, Robert/W7YAQ, Scot/K9JY and Will/N7OU will be active as VP9/K7AR, from VP9GE's QTH, during the CQ/RJ WW DX RTTY Contest (September 24-25th) as a Multi-2 entry.  By ops: K7AR, W7YAQ,K9JY, N7OU.

VU4, ANDAMAN ISLANDS (Hamfest in Portblair!). The editor of the "Daily DX received a letter from Mr. S. Suri, VY2MY, Chairman of the National Institute of Amateur Radio (NIAR), informing him of a possible hamfest in Portblair, Andaman Islands, during the Christmas and New Year holiday between December 25, 2005, and January 10th, 2006 (any 3 days in between). This will also include possible foreign amateurs radio activity from VU4-land. The reason: It seems that the Indian Government was quite impressed with the VU4 Dpedition and Tsunami relief operations, as well as the operators, government and NAIR officials favorable welcome at the USA's 2005 Dayton HamVention and the 2005 German Hamradio (Friedrichshafen). NIAR is now conducting a dialogue with the government of India on a regular basis. The officials are interested in knowing how many foreign Hams would be serious in attending a Hamfest, as well as granting them special permission to operate their amateur radio stations during Hamfest and possibly thereafter. If interested in attending and operating, NIAR suggests to E-mail Prof. Ram Kapse, Lieutenant Governor of Andaman & Nicobar Islands, at Port Blair, India, via :lg@and.nic.inramkapse@and.nic.in

Please send a copy to NIAR for follow-up and further action at: vu2nro@gmail.com Bharathi, VU2RBI, also suggests to send an E-mail to the following address for more information at:niarindia@hotmail.com

XQ, CHILE (COTA Op). Sergio, IZ6BRN, C.O.T.A. member, will be active as     XQ3/IQ6CC now through December 2005. Activity will be mainly on SSB 17/15/12/10 meters. QSOs are good towards the C.O.T.A. (Carabinieri On The Air) award. QSL via IZ8DDG, by the bureau or direct to: Orlando

Balisciano, Villa Bisignano 5°Traversa, 21 80147 Napoli - Italy.

PROPAGATION FORECAST
SB PROP ARL ARLP033

ARLP033 Propagation de K7RA

Average daily sunspot numbers rose over 68 points this week to 83.7, when compared to last week's numbers.  Note this is four weeks after the recent large number of sunspots around the beginning of July, which corresponds to the rotation of the sun relative to Earth. That area of the sun is now back in view, but with sunspots

diminished.

The reporting week began with heightened geomagnetic activity on July 28, but it quieted down.  Prediction for the next few days is for solar flux to remain above 100, which is expected until August 10.  Current geomagnetic conditions are slightly unsettled, but after August 10 are predicted to be quiet.  Barring any unexpected solar flare, expect good conditions, at least relative to recent HF propagation at this lower spot on the solar cycle.  Also note that the Northern Hemisphere is about half way between the longest day of the year and the fall equinox, and fall is good for HF propagation.

July ended this week, so now is a good time to look at monthly averages to see if we can spot trends.  What we see is a tremendous variation from month-to-month, with a rise in average sunspot and solar flux numbers for July, due to the unusually large number of sunspots early in the month.

The average daily sunspot numbers for the months October 2004 through July 2005 were 77.9, 70.5, 34.7, 52, 45.4, 41, 41.5, 65.4,

59.8 and 68.7.  Average daily solar flux for the same months was 106, 113.7, 95, 102.3, 97.2, 89.9, 85.9, 99.5, 93.7 and 96.5. Looked at in isolation, the numbers since early 2005 almost suggest a rising solar cycle.

The overall trend for the remainder of this sunspot cycle will be down, and it becomes more obvious when we average the numbers over a long period.  Currently we are looking to reach solar minimum around the end of 2006.  Our bulletin has reported this for some time now and is based on the table of predicted smoothed sunspot numbers that appears occasionally in the back of the weekly Preliminary Report and Forecast from NOAA Space Environment Center.

Even back in 2001 the predicted low numbers for the end of next year were the same as today's prediction.  What changed are the predicted numbers for a few months from now, which are higher than predicted four years ago, and of course the actual smoothed numbers for all that time in between differ also.

Until I rechecked this, I thought the table was perhaps updated yearly, with another year in the future added on.  I have a question in to the NOAA Space Environment Center about this, plus another question about the July 18 report of a sunspot number of -1 that we covered recently.  Perhaps next week's bulletin will have more on this.

If you would like to comment or have a tip, email the author at, <http://www.arrl.org/w1aw/prop/mailto:k7ra@arrl.net>k7ra@arrl.net.

For more information concerning radio propagation and an explanation of the numbers used in this bulletin see the ARRL Technical Information Service propagation page at,

<http://www.arrl.org/w1aw/prop/http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/propagation.html>http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/propagation.html. 

Sunspot numbers for July 28 through August 3 were 29, 69, 62, 110,102, 112 and 102 with a mean of 83.7. 10.7 cm flux was 95.8, 103.7,

105, 109.7, 111.2, 110.2 and 108.9, with a mean of 106.4. Estimated planetary A indices were 28, 19, 16, 9, 16, 12 and 11 with a mean of 15.9.  Estimated mid-latitude A indices were 18, 14, 11, 10, 18, 9 and 6, with a mean of 12.3.

MLDXCC 2005 Meeting Schedule

August 13 Ione Hotel  NAQP-CW on 6th/SSB on 20 September 24 Ione Hotel Sprints on 10th & 17th

October 15 Ione Hotel  (If we would rather attend Pacificon, meeting on 

Oct 8) CQP is on Oct 1 & 2...CQWW SSB Oct 29 & 30 Nominations

November 12 Ione Hotel  (SS/CW on 5th & 6th, SSB on 19th & 20th) Elections

December 17  Ione Hotel  (Could have on 3rd-ARRL 160, if 17th too close 

to Christmas)

Membership Criteria 

Membership criteria may be obtained by writing the Secretary/Treasurer at:

MLDXCC

PO Box 1073

Pine Grove, CA 95665-1073 

The club website is: mldxcc.com

The MLDXCC NEWSLETTER

Information may be reproduced provided credit is given MLDXCC.

2005 Officers of the MLDXCC  

President: Dick Wilson, K6LRN,

k6lrn@arrl.net
Vice Prez: Jim Vennenman, WX6V

wx6v@msn.com

Secretary: Ron St.Jean, N6NIA n6nia@arrl.net

Treasurer: Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD 

k6tkd@arrl.net

Director: Ray Parker, ND6S

Nd6sarrl@sbcglobal.net

Director: Gary Stilwell, KI6T

E-mail: ki6t@arrl.net


Nugget Editor: Rick Samoian,W6SR samoian@directcon.net

QSL Manager: Norm Regan, WA6SJQ

Publicity Chairperson Brandt Woodard, K6BEW

ARRL Awards Checkers

DXCC, Gary Stillwell, KI6T & Ken Anderson, K6TA

WAS & others Dennis King, N6KD
ARRL Sixth District QSL Bureau

P.O. Box 970

Fairfax, CA., 94978-0970

Comments or questions on this bureau's operation may be directed to kc6awx@arrl.net 

See the W6 Bureau home page (http://www.kqlz.com/qslbureau6/) 
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