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MEETING DATE, LOCATION & PROGRAM 

What: 1. Rick Eversole/N6RNO will make a CQP presentation.

       2. VP-Shirley Rose, AA6K, will relate the his experience installing the 3 ele  SteppIR with the 30/40 meter add-on kit.

Where: Mountain Mike’s Pizza 

11974 State Highway 88 # 2082, Martell, CA - (209) 223-0200. 

When: Saturday, August 23rd at our regular time (The room is reserved from 11AM-3PM.)

FROM THE PREZ

August meeting agenda (Time “suggested”): 

11:30
(Pre-meeting Board Meeting as needed)

12:00
Call to order and Agenda Review
12:05
Officer Roll Call

12:08
Old business

· Minutes review and acceptance

· Treasurer report, including presentation of proposed budget or issues

· Committee reports, if any

· General review of the Joint Meeting, food, location and venue.

· Meeting dates (approve/amend)

· Recognition of achievements, milestones and other.

12:30
New business

· New Members?

· Contest planning—CQP and SS

· Upcoming DX

· Presentation ideas

· Review action items

13:15
Guest Speaker/presentations: 

15:00
Adjourn

Thanks to everyone for helping make the Joint Meeting such a success.  It seemed that everyone was comfortable with the venue and the location, food was good even if our timing was a bit off, the presentation was well received, and it seemed that congenial conversation was abundant.  If we do it the same way next year we do have a few issues to adjust.  So let us know your impressions – should we repeat next year or go back to Jackson?
Contesting

I played in the 10-10 Summer SSB contest.  Recognition that I am getting close to 5-Band WAS and need 8 contacts or QSLs was the push.  I managed to pick up three new states, Wa, NM and Ut, and made about 18 contacts total.  I still need Id, Mt and Nv on 10m.  The contest was not fast paced.  It was a good opportunity to listen and to play with my SB-200 (Thanks Rick!).  I discovered I had a problem with my tuner, and fixing that problem will help me on my run for a KB 1000 during SS this year.  The 600 watts sure seem to be a big help, and no complaints from the neighborhood so far.  

NAQP SSB is next weekend as I write this.  It should be a good opportunity to tune up skills a bit and to get some practice with the new tuner if it arrives in time.  Who knows, there might be some missing band-states out there.  I really need to get an 80m wire up in the air…so much to do and so little time.  Sweepstakes will be my push for the remaining east coast contacts – I’ll go for rate and hope they come to me.  (Note, NAQP is now over, thank goodness.  I now have my voice keyer working, but CW is gone.  When it rains, it pours.  It is a good thing I’m thinking of station improvements <grin>).

The CQP will be here before we know it.  Time to defend our long running success in the club competition.  CQP is a good opportunity to showcase our club and shake down our stations for SS.  I hear that PVRC is planning an all out effort this year and we may need all the legal tricks we can find.  What can we do to help NCCC keep the Gavel in California?

Rich; NU6T@ARRL.net; 916-962-2431

Secrets of Dxpedition Doctoring by Arnold I. Shatz, M.D., FACS, N6HC

Ever since my first CW contact with Danny Weil, who traveled the world in his sailboat Yasme, the thought of going to an exotic isle to set up an amateur radio station and talk to the world intrigued me.  It was only after I “retired” from active medical practice that the opportunity presented itself and I could spend six weeks away from home.  But there was a proviso that was proffered with the invitation to join a full-fledged, world class Dxpedition…providing medical coverage for the team in addition to the usual activities that everyone is expected to do.  I knew going to medical school had a golden lining!  This was my ticket into the world of the Dxpeditioner.

How does one prepare for this responsibility?  There is no hospital, pharmacy or surgical supply warehouse on a deserted island to call upon should a contingency arise.  What type of medical/surgical situations could present themselves that might require my expertise?  What should a Dxpedition doctor bring along to adequately deal with these   situations?  Here is how I decided to provide health services for my teammates.

There are many web sites available that provide guidance regarding necessary vaccinations and precautions that should be taken by visitors to various parts of the world.  It is prudent to ask each team member to consult the web site and consider their own health and immunization status against the precautions defined by the experts in travel medicine. http://www.travmed.com A thorough check-up by their primary care physician and dentist prior to embarking on long distance travel should be considered mandatory.  It is far better to discover a pending problem at home then trying to deal with that same problem with very limited medical resources.

As the medical officer for the trip, I ask for an outline of each team member’s vital statistics, medical and surgical history, the name, dosage and frequency of administration of all medications (prescription and over-the-counter) as well as allergies to foods and medications.  This information gives me some insight into what problems I may encounter with each individual and what special medications or supplies may become necessary.  Each individual is responsible for bringing their own medications including their treatment of choice for motion sickness.  I encourage each member to put a personal first aid kit together. This should include an extra pair of eye glasses, sun screen and sun glasses, SPF lip balm, band-aids, antibiotic ointment, insect repellant and analgesic of choice.

My medical kit contains specialized supplies that may become necessary in specific situations.  Much of the contents of this kit are available only to a licensed medical practitioner.  Please see Appendix #1. 

Notice that there is no cardiac monitor, defibrillator, oxygen tank, Ambu bag or pulse oximeter.  I am not in a position to provide advanced cardiac life support on an isolated ocean isle.  Fortunately, I have not needed these supplies in the past, but there have been Dxpeditions where fatal heart attacks have occurred, e.g., Aves Island Dxpedition  - April, 2006.  

Each individual should have current medical insurance coverage. It is prudent to purchase evacuation insurance should an emergency situation occur and a swift exit from the island becomes mandatory.  I have purchased coverage through DAN (Divers Action Network) for $29.00/year.

On my last two Dxpeditions, I have utilized almost everything in my medical kit!  Fortunately, I have not been lacking anything in my medical kit…yet.  Since all my trips have included air and sea travel, I have treated motion sickness quite frequently.  Prophylactic use of a “scope patch” is highly recommended because seasickness can be accompanied by nausea, vomiting, loss of appetite and dehydration.  Being in that state makes you useless as a team member, once landfall is made.  Recovery may take a day or two and a valuable set of hands and a strong back are lost to the team setting up the camp and equipment.  

Dehydration can occur from plain hard work in the hostile environment of an exposed ocean island.  It is mandatory to take frequent work breaks with water consumption, salt tablet supplements or electrolyte solutions.  Proper clothing should include long sleeved shirts and pants made from lightweight and quick drying material as well as a broad brimmed hat to protect your ears, nose, lips and neck. Work gloves protect the hands from lacerations and blisters.  Failure to heed this recommendation usually results in a first or  second degree sun burn which can incapacitate an individual and make for a very uncomfortable and less than memorable trip.  If ice is not available for topical treatment of the burn, then sedation and analgesics are the only relief available.  

Gastrointestinal disorders are a common problem.  The diet on a Dxpedition is usually quite different than what one’s system has become accustomed.  It may be quite salty due to the use of ocean fish as the main entrée.  Dehydration can lead to constipation and local water, unless it is bottled, can result in traveler’s diarrhea.  Food and drinking water safety is key to maintaining a happy intestinal tract.  This also includes hand washing prior to eating and after using the “long drop”.

Marine hazards present unique opportunities for medical care.  Jellyfish, ray or urchin stings can be quite painful and result in infection.  Insect bites by mosquitoes, spiders, bees or ticks present their own set of nuisances.  Avoid contact with dangerous marine life, wear protective, aquatic foot covering and liberally use insect repellant.

On two of the three major expeditions in which I have participated, lacerations of the extremities were sustained that required sutures.  It was gratifying to both the patient and the physician that we were well prepared.  

A case of earwax occluding the external auditory canal resulting in impaired hearing was one of the more unusual maladies that I have managed.  A fractured ankle was probably the most serious occurrence that befell one of my teammates. 

Accepting medical responsibility for twelve to twenty-four Dxpeditioners can be daunting but very satisfying, especially when you are well prepared and everything goes smoothly. I have played a part in the K7C, 3B7C and TX5C Dxpeditions. I’m looking forward to my next radio and doctoring adventure.

Appendix  #1

Suture set (1) with needle driver, forceps, scissors, hemostats (2) and scalpel (#15 blade)

Suture removal set (1)

Bandage scissors (1)

Sutures: Chromic 4-0, 3-0; nylon 3-0, 2-0 (3 of each size)

Ophthalmic hand cautery (2)

Band-aids of various sizes (1 box)

Steri-strips of various sizes (multiple packs)

1% & 2% lidocaine (50cc vials)

Isopropyl alcohol ( 1 pint) and box of individual packets (1)

Betadine (1 pint)

Cotton balls (1 bag)

Gauze pads – Sterile – 4x4 (1 box)

Sterile cotton tips (1 box)

Adhesive tape (plastic) 1” roll (5)

Ace Bandage 2” roll (4)

Syringes:


20cc (3)   luer-lock

10cc (30) luer-lock


  5cc (30) luer-lock


  2cc (30) luer-lock


50cc irrigation - catheter tip (2)

Needles:


18G  - 1 ½”  (30)

22G  - 1 ½”  (30)


25G  - 1 ½”  (30)

Foley urinary catheter – 16F (1)

Sterile latex gloves (10 pkgs) size 7 ½”

Sterile Barrier sheets (box of 10)

Sterile saline bottles – 500cc (5)

Sterile water bottles – 500cc  (5)

Sun Block 

Insect repellant

Hand sanitizer foam or pads

K-Y jelly (3 large tubes)

Medications:


Transderm Scopolamine patches (25 doses)


Phenergan injectable – 25 mg dose (multi-dose vial)


Phenergan tablets – 25 mg dose (50)


Phenergan suppositories – 25 mg dose (10)


Benedryl tablets – 50 mg dose (25)


Cipro tablets – 500 mg dose (50)


Bactrim D-S tablets (20)


Ampicillin capsules - 500 mg dose (50)


Vibramicin – 100 mg dose (50)


Keflex tablets – 500 mg dose (50)

Prednisone tablets – 5 mg dose (25)


Prednisone injectable multi-dose vial (1)

Kenalog cream (5 tubes)


Epinephrine 1:100,000 (1 multi-dose vial)


Toradol injectable (2 multi-dose vials)


Aspirin 325 mg (200)


Ibuprofen 200 mg (200)


Tylenol 650 mg (200)


Vicodin


Neosporin ointment (2 tubes)

OTC “cold” medications


Pepto-bismol tablets (1 box of 48 tablets)


Lomotil tablets (50)


Cortisporin otic ear drops (one bottle)


Gentamicin ophthalmic ointment or drops

Stethoscope (1)

Blood Pressure cuff (1)

Otoscope / Ophthalmoscope

Thermometer oral strips

Air Cast

Eye patches (10)

IV starter kit with a liter of NS and D5/1/2NS with IV cannulas

© Copyright 2008

Arnold I. Shatz, M.D., FACS

N6HC@aol.com No part of this article may be reproduced by any means without the written permission of the Copyright Holder.

Member news/feedback/Announcements.

Greetings,

We are in possession of three (3) boxes of miscellaneous supplies used for joint 
MLDXCC/NCCC meetings. There are eating utensils, napkins, salt & pepper shakers, 
for instance. Boxes measure 12" x 11" x 16". 
Questions: 
If meeting in restaurant was considered successful, will we be holding 
future meetings in similar venues?
Does this make supplies surplus to our needs? Should we donate them to Senior
Center, Red Cross? 
Would someone like to 'host' these boxes if we decide to keep for Field Day or similar use?
We can bring to August meeting which we suppose will be held at Mt Mike's, oui??
 Thanks!

73, Dick & Carolyn Wilson K6LRN & K6TKD

I am most pleased to report that today (8/11/08) I received a QSL card from H7/K9NW for an 80  Meter CW  contact on November 27, 2007.  This was number 100 on 80, which means I now can now apply for 5 band DXCC.  Alll contacts were on my ICOM IC735, no amplifier.  My 10 meter contacts were on a 2 element home-made yagi, for the other 4 bands I used various dipoles.   Three years ago I received the DXCC Challenge Award using the same set-up.  My best antenna has been Bill Orr's "Universal Antenna" - 127' dipole with 50' ladder line lead-in, total of 177'. with which I can work all bands, with the help of an MFJ Versa Tuner.  Of course the location of my QTH, 4100' elevation, on the side of a mountain, with a clear shot to the Pacific, really helps too.  Bill KI6PG                                                             
I made about 335 Q's in NAQP CW.  

Thanks to Rick, W6SR, for assisting with tracking down a mega noise problem.  Not fixed, however.  S-9+ on 15 and not much better on 20 or 10.  Worst when the beam is pointed to the east.  East means down the hill, 1000 feet below me.  Time to go snooping down below.  Bob, W1RH

During the first week of August I received confirmation of 4 DXCC entities on 40 Meters, all of which were CW. There were QSL cards from Nicaragua H7/K9NW, Pitcairn Island VP6PR, Mauritus Island 3B8CF, and Christmas Island N1YC/VK9X was confirmed via Log Book of the World. This gives me a total 102 entities on 40 Meters. 73 de AA6K,Shirley
Here are the results of our club's Field Day effort for 2008:

  Band       CW     SSB   Total

  80        223     129    352

  40        469     196    665

  20        563     214    777

  15         75      31    106

   6          7       9     16

   2          0       1      1

    Totals 1,337    580  1,910

  Scoring:

  QSO Points      6,508

  Bonus Points    1,110

  Claimed Score   7,618

This is a FB score! We operated in Class 2A with the “Truckee Gang” from the fire lookout station on Martis Peak, overlooking Lake Tahoe from about 8,500’. Actually – we only saw Lake Tahoe part of the time, due to the thick cloud of smoke from all of the fires burning throughout California that week. We literally “threw” this operation together over about a two-week time period after Jack, KF6T, met with the guys in Truckee during one of their weekly Friday gatherings and presented our Field Day proposal. Still – we managed to get everything and everyone up to the site without leaving anything behind.  

We didn’t have any particular QSO goals at the start of the weekend other than to emphasize CW over SSB. As you can see from the scoring table above, 70% of our QSOs were on CW. We also concluded that on-air conditions would be comparable this year to last and, all things being equal, we felt we could put up a competitive score from the west coast this year. As it turned out, we were a little disappointed at not making more than 2,000 QSOs. However, we did pretty good considering that band conditions were not all that great.  

One of the highlights of our setup for 2008 was using Elecraft K3 radios for all stations. This was my first experience with this little radio and I came away impressed. One thing for sure, there is a lot more in this little box than meets the eye! For antennas, we used a C3 that was mounted on a Viet Nam era pushup mast at about 40’. We also had Jack’s 15-meter 2-element monobander up about 25’ doing a FB job on that band, plus the usual wires on 40 and 80. The 15-meter antenna is the one you may have read about in the July issue of QST. The weather was almost perfect this year. I expected nights to be freezing at 8,500 feet, but it was actually quite nice. Besides, our operating location was inside the fire lookout station, which was not yet operational for this year’s fire season. 

One of the highlights of the weekend for me was watching 15 year-old Curtis (KI6ESK) making contacts on the GOTA station. He even managed to work a KH6 on 6 meters off the back of the beam! If this young man represents the future of ham radio, then we are in good hands indeed. Another highlight was having my wife and daughter deliver a catered Italian dinner to us on Saturday night. Imagine dining with Spaghetti and Chicken Parmesan, along with fresh bread and salad during Field Day!

My hearty thanks go out to all of our participants who worked hard to put this all together – (in no particular order) KF6T (Jack), W6EU (Jim), N6XI (Rick), WC6H (Rich), KI6ESK (Curtis), WK6I (Jeff), K6ST (Barry), W6DRX (Pat) and WX6V (Jim). 

I also want to thank the club for allowing me to be your Field Day Coordinator for another year. We had a great time together on Martis Peak this year, made a whole bunch of contacts, no one got hurt, and we had an opportunity to demonstrate ham radio to a whole lot of folks over the weekend. We had 29 people sign our visitor’s log over the weekend. In addition, there was a nice article in the June 28 edition of Sierra Sun (the local newspaper in the Lake Tahoe area) about our Field Day operation that included a nice picture of Caroline, K6TKD, operating a previous year’s Field Day station. We are already talking about running Field Day from Martis Peak again next year. The site is nice and high, has great facilities, plenty of room for antennas, and is very easy to get to.

Now – it’s the long wait until fall when the scores come out from ARRL. Here’s hoping! 

NAQPSSB Score Summary Sheet

CallSign: WX6V

Operator Category : SINGLE-OP

Power : HIGH

Mode : CW

Default Exchange : JIM CA

Operating Time: 5 hours 

Band QSOs Pts Sec

3.5 30 30 5

7 133 133 44

14 106 106 36

21 1 1 1

Total 270 270 86

Score : 23,134

Not really competing in this event since my IC-765 is in the shop for a few weeks. Still - couldn't resist the temptation to get on and make a few contacts as a warm-up for the coming phone contest season. Pulled out the backup IC-751a, ran the Alpha at a modest 400 watts out, and had a blast! I'll probably submit my log as a check-log. Started too late to make any dent on 15 meters, but I can actually say -for maybe the first time ever- that I had fun on 40 phone! 

One of the highlights of the early evening was cooking steaks and corn-on-the-cob on the grill just outside the shack in the midst of operating. I'd run out and turn them both over in 10 minute increments and then go back to the rig and call CQ on 40. Twenty minutes and about 40 contacts later - it was time to eat. Great fun!

See y'all again in CQP. 

Jim -WX6V-

EDITOR’S NOTES

First, I would like to thank all of the NCCC and MLDXCC members that attended our great joint meeting. The food was very good, the venue convenient, and the program was outstanding.  If you missed it, you really missed a good one!

I have not worked any HF DX or HF contests in the last month, and the six meters sporadic “E” season has pretty-much gone away.  But I did get CY0X out of it, and that’s a good thing.

Norm, N6JV, Lyle, K6QG and myself participated in the first part of the 10GHz contest over the past weekend.  Norm made quite a few contacts (abt. 40), I had 21 contacts, but I worked the best DX of our group.  A 450km contact from Pine-Hill to Mt. Shasta on a bounce off-of Mt. Diablo.  No bad considering I was running 600mw into a 30” dish!

Also, Arnie, N6HC (the speaker at our joint meeting) was kind enough to provide a very good article on what medical supplies to take along on a DXpedition, at our age, you really don’t want to ignore this!  

CU all the 23rd………de Rick, W6SR

July 2008 Treasurer’s Report

Balance May 31, 2008:

$993.90

Income:
Dues


  45.00

July Mtg.Lunch +
              15.17

 Total  60.17

Expenses:
Insurance 6/6
 320.00

Speaker & XYL  Lunches July Mtg.27.00

             Total 347.00

Balance July 31, 2008:  
$707.07

Carolyn Wilson K6TKD, Treasurer 

MLDXCC/NCCC Joint Meeting Minutes, 26 July 2008.   

President Rich Hill, NU6T, called an abbreviated MLDXCC meeting to order at 1:00 PM during the annual joint meeting of the MLDXCC and NCCC at The Old Spaghetti Factory in Stockton.  Attending were 51 NCCC and MLDXCC members and guests.

Officers’ Roll Call.  Officers present were President Rich, Vice President Shirley Rose, AA6K; Directors Dick Wilson, K6LRN, Norm Wilson, N6JV and George Campbell, KG6OJV; and Secretary Kay Anderson, K6KO.

Secretary’s Minutes and Treasurer’s Report.  The Secretary’s Minutes and Treasurer’s Report of 14 June 2008 approved and accepted as printed in the July Nugget newsletter. 

Achievements.  (Note:  Additional achievements will be detailed at the August meeting.)  Jim Venneman, WX6V, announced his receipt of 5-Band DXCC and displayed his plaque commemorating the accomplishment.

New Members.  Applications for membership were received from Tom Taormina, K5RC, Midge Taormina, K7AFO, and Rusty Epps, W6OAT.  All three applications were accepted and approved and the new members were welcomed into the Club.

Presentation. Arnie Shatz, N6HC, presented the program on his experiences as both operator and medical officer on the TX5C DXpedition to Clipperton Island 
Upcoming Meeting Venues and Presentations.  Shirley, AA6K, will present the 23 August program on his SteppIR antenna joys and woes (“Up in the Air Three Times”).  That meeting will be held at Mountain Mike’s Pizza, in Amador Plaza (next to SaveMart) in Martell.

Adjournment.  Meeting was adjourned informally at 3:45 PM.  

Kay Anderson, K6KO
Secretary

UPCOMING EVENTS

Old Foothill Flea Market

1st Sunday of each month at DeAnza College, intersection of I280 and State Highway 85.    The flea market is going under the name "ASVARA"

Livermore Swap Meet

 (see website for new location), 7:00 AM to noon, all year.  Talk in 147.045 from the west 145.35 from the east. Check at: larkswap.com 

The Ohio/Penn DX PacketCluster

DX Bulletin No. 871

August 18, 2008

Editor Tedd Mirgliotta, KB8NW

Provided by BARF80.ORG (Cleveland, Ohio)

5Z, KENYA. Valery, RW1AU, is now active as 5Z4/RW1AU from the 5Z4RS club station in Nairobi for the next several months. He is there on work assignment so his activity will be limited to his spare time. Activity this past week has been on 20 meters SSB. He is expected to operate CW once he finds a keyer. QSL via K5XK: Ron Evans, 2 Pembroke Drive, Bella Vista, AR 72715-8823.

9L, SIERRA LEONE. Dr. Karl-Heinz Ilg, DK2WV, will once again be active from here this time with a team of operators. Karl informs OPDX that in June this year, during his stay in Sierra Leone, he not only operated as 9L0W, but had the honor of speaking to the President of the University of Freetown. He was asked if he (and others) could conduct a course in

Amateur Radio. In October and November this year Karl and his team will volunteer to help in the planning of the technical promotion and conduct training courses for those who are interested in Amateur Radio. Further-more, Karl will also present the university with materials and radio equipment. All training and activity is plannned to take place in the time frame of October 21st to November 11th, 2008. They expect to operate during this time under the same callsign, 9L0W. The German participants

mentioned are Roland/DJ4LK, Franz/DJ9ZB, Karl/DK2WV, Hans/DL1YFF and one 9L1 national. All participants have a solid background of several successful DXpeditions. Activity will be on 160-6 meters. They are planning to operate with up to 3 stations, with amplifiers and different antennas. The antennas are Spiderbeams and for the low-bands phased

arrays, K9AY loops and/or beverages are planned as low-band receiving antennas. QSL via DK2WV, direct (SASE w/sufficient funds to cover the postage) or by the bureau. E-mail requests will be sent via bureau, including those arrived without adequate funds. The 9L0W team is looking

for sponsors to help cover the high costs of nearly 14,000 USDs for this operation in addition to the air fares of the participants. They are depending on donations from DX organizations. If you have any questions, please send them via E-mail to:             k.ilg@arcor.de

BT1, CHINA (Special Event Stations Still Active!). The five special event stations continue to be active during the 2008 Beijing Olympics through September 17th. Each of the five different callsigns represent one of the 5 Olympic Games ring symbols: BT1OB for Beibei (blue), BT1OJ for Jingjing (black), BT1OH for Huanhuan (red), BT1OY for Yingying (yellow) and BT1ON

for Nini (green). Activity will be on 160-10 meters using SSB, CW, and RTTY. The contacts can be used to apply for a "Beijing Olympics Award". Also look for operations on SSTV, PSK, the satellites, EME, and possibly other modes. Contacts using these modes will not be valid for the award. The QSL Manager for these special event stations is BA4EG, by the Bureau or direct. QSL cards will be sent out starting October 2008. A Web site is

now active with news updates, station setup, logs, award info and QSL status, at http://www.bj2008ses.com.cn

DXCC NEWS (DXCC YEARBOOK). The ARRL Letter reports: "DXCC Yearbook Includes Corrected DXCC Honor Roll: According to DXCC Manager Bill Moore, NC1L, the 2007 Honor Roll list published in the August 2008 issue of QST was inadvertently produced from a 'corrupted report feature' in the DXCC software. 'Since the DXCC Honor Roll report is too large for a line-by-line review, random samplings [of the list] were checked and many [listings] were found to be okay,' Moore said. 'It was not until the complete report was published that we found the report had more errors than originally

thought. Publishing a simple correction in an upcoming issue of QST is not possible. We have expanded the 2007 DXCC Yearbook to accommodate a complete reprint of the 2007 Honor Roll list. This is something many of you have suggested in previous years. The 2007 Honor Roll list will also be published on the DXCC Web site and this list will be separate from the current 'live' online Honor Roll list. We regret any inconvenience caused

by this and we appreciate your patience and understanding.' The 2007 DXCC Yearbook is the largest ever, with an additional 16 pages, and features articles about the year's DXing activities, the Clinton B. DeSoto Cup and DXCC Challenge standings. The DXCC Yearbook is mailed free to all ARRL members who have submitted a DXCC application between January 1 and December 31 of the prior year or are current on the DXCC Honor Roll.

Copies are also available for 5 USDs plus postage. To get your issue, please send an E-mail to the ARRL DXCC desk <dxcc@arrl.org>."

ED7, SPAIN (IARU VHF Contest Op). Members of the Group Amateur Radio RASE Dx will be participating in the IARU VHF Contest (REG1) as ED7URD from September 6-7th. They will be transmitting from the Sierra Filabres (2.168m, Locator IM87), Almeria, Spain. In addition to their activity in

the IARU VHF Contest, they will have two stations to put into the air on 50 MHz, as well as various tests on 1200 MHz using the callsign EA7URD/P. The team will consist of Jesus/EB7BMV, Jose/EB7COL, Manolo/ EA7IHV and Jose/EC7DND. QSL via EA7URD, by the bureau or direct. Photos, log and details of the operation will be on the Web at:

http://www.rasedx.com

HC5, ECUADOR (Update/Change). Operators Hiro/JA6WFM, Nobuo/JA6GCE, Morita/JA6SOV and Naomi/JM6EBU will be active as HC5WW (not HD2A as previously announced) during the CQWW DX SSB Contest (October 25-26th), as a Multi-Single entry. QSL direct only to JA6VU.

IOTA NEWS...........................

   AS-083.  Vasily, RA9LI/9, is now active from meteorological station in the Arctic Ocean on Belyy Island (RRA RR-06-04, RDA YN-14)for an unknown length of time. He was heard on 14166 kHz this past week between 1530-1830z. This is valid for the Arctic Challenge Award. QSL via UA9LP.

   EU-016.  Tom, 9A2AA, is now active as 9A73AA/p from Korcula Island for about the next two weeks. Activity has been on 20 meters SSB and 40 meters CW. He is also expected to activate other nearby islands as 9A2AA/p. QSL via his home callsign, direct or by the bureau.

   EU-017.  Marco, IZ3GNG, will be active as ID9/IZ3GNG from Lipari Island            (IIA ME-001, MIA MI-053, WLOTA LH-1144), August 20-22nd. QSL via his home call-sign, direct or by the bureau.

   EU-088.  Bernd, DL8AAV, will be active as OZ/DL8AAV/p from Laeso Island            (NK-003 for the Danish Islands Award), September 16-27th. QSL via his home callsign, direct or by the bureau.

   EU-090.  Operators Simon/IZ7ATN and Alessio/IZ0CKJ are now active as            9A/homecall/p from the Vela Palagruza on Palagruza Islands between now and August 23rd. Activity will be from the light-house there. Operations over the past weekend were on 20 meters SSB. They are expected to activate nearby islands (such as Galijula and Mala Palagruza). QSL via their home callsigns.

   EU-127.  Operators Karl/DJ5KK, Thorsten/DG7TG and Wolf/DK3KD will be active as DA0HEL from Helgoland Island (N-14 for the German Islands Award, WLOTA LH-0518), September 6-8th. They will be taking part in the IARU VHF Contest on 2 meters CW/SSB. Look for them outside of the contest on the HF bands. QSL via the DARC Bureau.

   EU-170.  Lada, OK1LO (aka 9A5LO), will be active as 9A5LO from the            following Croatian islands (all count as EU-170) between August 18-27th: Pasman (IOCA CI-085), Ugljan (CI-134), Galovac(CI-604) and Osljak (CI-081). Activity will be on 160-10 meters            using CW, SSB, PSK31 and RTTY. Equipment: Rigs: IC-706MKIIG(100w), FT-817ND (5w); Tuners: AT-180, AH-4, MFJ 941E; ANTs:            dipole 2x 15m (160-10m); FD-4 (80-10m); GP-3 WiMo (10-15-20m)and LW 38m.

   NA-234.  Gianni, I1HYW, reports that a 10 minute video on the Web on the recent Chuginadak Island DXpedition by the Russian Robinson Club is available on YouTube at: http://it.youtube.com/watch?v=026fW4rYcwg&eurl=http://www.na-234.com/

KP2, U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS (NA-106). Jaime, WP3A, will be active as KP2B from St. Croix, after August 20th. Activity will be on 40/20/15/10 meters CW, with some SSB on 15/10 meters. Look for him on 40 meters after 0400z and after 1100z on the other bands. He also plans to be active in both the CQWW DX SSB Contest (October 25-26th) and CQWW DX SSB Contest (November 29-30th) as a Single-Op/All-Band entry. QSL direct to EA7FTR.

KP5, DESECHEO (In Case You Missed It!). Over the past few weeks there has been speculation of an upcoming operation to Descheo Island (KP5) to take place in November. This bulletin is to provide the DX community with the actual facts on what has been going on and what will possibly happen.

   Several DX publications were notified about two months ago that the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) had decided to allow certain amateur radio operators who have made an inquiry about operating from Desecheo in the recent past an opportunity to submit a proposal (approximately 20 individuals). OPDX and others were told to NOT publish

anything in fear of jeopardizing the process. As of this time, "NO ONE" has been selected to operate from KP5. The following information was provided by an "informed source" to bring everyone up-to-date and explain what events took place:

   "There is a tentative agreement to facilitate access to the Desecheo Island National Wildlife Refuge by Amateur Radio operators in conjunction with future USFWS management activities in the refuge. The plan would allow Amateur Radio activation of Desecheo for up to 14 days under strict

guidelines and close USFWS supervision.

   USFWS expects to grant a Special Use Permit (SUP) for amateur radio operations to one group selected from among large number of prior applicants. These applicants have recently been contacted by the agency and provided a  number of stringent requirements that must be met.  They were told that if they are still interested in operating from Desecheo

they had 45 days to submit a proposal. The letter was dated June 30, 2008, with an August 14th deadline. The final selection will be made based upon which proposal best satisfies USFWS requirements. The timing of this operation is still uncertain but is likely to be in the September through December 2008 time frame. The actual dates of the operation are dependent on a number of variables, but the team and Dxers should have a minimum of 30 days notice.

   We are not sure, but we believe as many as a dozen proposals have been submitted. Apparently, the final selection will be made by a three person

panel. Continue to remain patient as the selection process proceeds. Apparently, Dxers worldwide can look forward to the first  USFWS-authorized activation of Desecheo Island in many years."

ADDED NOTE: Last good operation took place in December 2005, which was a short DXpedition by Kam Sirageldin/N3KS and Dave Collingham/K3LP as KP5/N3KS and KP5/K3LP.

M, ENGLAND (EU-005). Nilay Mine/TA3YJ and Berkin/TA3J will be active as M/TA3YJ and M/TA3J from London between September 10-17th. QSL via TA3YJ QSL Service ( http://www.aydogmus.gen.tr/ta3yj ).

P2, PAPUA-NEW GUINEA (Three IOTAs to be Activated!). Operators Al/AD6E, Derek/G3KHZ. Hugh/K6HFA, Luis/CT1AGF and Skip/W5GAI plan to activate three IOTAs between October 17th and November 5th. Their tentative plans are:      

OC-181 - Garove Island; October 20-26th; callsign P29VLR; QSL via SM6CVX.

OC-041 - Hermit Island; October 28th-November 3rd; callsign P29NI; QSL via G3KHZ.

OC-025 - Manus Island; November 4th; callsign to be determined; QSL via K6HFA.

PLEASE NOTE: Hugh, K6HFA, will stay longer on Manus between November 4-9th.

For more details, log search and pictures, please see the following Web page at:            http://www.425dxn.org/dxped/p29_2008/

QSL INFO AND NEWS.....................

NOT THE QSL MANAGER. Nilay, TA3YJ, reports that she is NOT the QSL   Manager for 6W1SJ, TB0DX and TG9NX.

QSL STATUS FOR S21XF, 9N7YJ, MI0YJR, ST2YJ, JW5YJ, XU7ACW. Hugo, LA5YJ,   informs OPDX readers of the following: "The cards for the S21XF operation is on its way, should arrive within a day or two, and will be dealt with accordingly. The log is available on:      http://www.eqsl.net Cards for ST2YJ still go to LA4YW, all others to LA5YJ. I have just finished all bureau cards for 9N7YJ and XU7ACW, unfortunately late, because of my work in different countries, among that a year in Pakistan. Things have a tendency to pileup on you, and the fact that it's all paper logs didn't make it any better. Important! Please note that I will close the logs for 9N7YJ as per 31st of December 2008. If you need a card from this operation I kindly ask you to send this directly to me. Remember, SAE and one IRC or equivalent. If you have sent a card via the bureau please do not send any cards again; they have all been replied to. Thank you all for your cooperation.....Kind regards, LA5YJ Hugo B. Ark, (Rute 509, N-1766 HALDEN, Norway)"

QSLS VIA LOTW: FH1LE and TF/DL3PS

QSLS RECEIVED VIA MAIL: C91OK

QSLS RECEIVED VIA THE BUREAU: None reported this week!

TN, CONGO. Nicolas, F8FQX, will be in Brazzaville for the next 3-4 years starting on August 20th. His activity will probably not start until late October or early November. Nicolas has applied for a callsign and is hoping to receive TN5SN. Activity will be on 160-6 meters using CW, SSB, RTTY and PSK31. QSL via IZ1BZV. Look for updates and a log search on: http://www.f8fqx.fr
TO4G, GLORIOSOS. Didier, F5OGL, Gloriosos 2008 team leader, announced on August 13th, that he wanted to stop the spreading of "numerous rumors" by non authorized hams about the dates of the next Gloriosos 2008 DXpedition. He states, that on the island, the anti-cyclonics shelters building are nearly finished and the French Army sovereignty personels and the return of the building workers will take place at the end of this month. At the beginning of September, after the last checkings on the installations, especially the electrical work, all the heavy building gear will be evacuated from the island. Didier states that he is "in very close contact with the military authorities of the French Forces for the South zone"in the Indian Ocean. He has also met the new HQ Chief Warrant Officer before he started his new 3 year assignment in the zone. He assured

Didier of "support and help for this expedition". The only problem they have is local logistic, especially the dates for the use of military planes flights and boat departures. He assures that all the necessary authorizations are in hand. Didier states, "Believe us about our will

to do a most perfect as possible DXpedition to the Glorioso. For that, safety first is our goal." All operators are personels of the French Military Defense, and they all have professional assignments which has priority over all, including the DXpedition. No civilian operators are allowed in the crew. Currently there are NO fixed dates for this operation, but Didier is doing his best to lead a DXpedition to Gloriosos before the end of this year. He also states, "It must be said that without all

combined elements gathered, I prefer postponing the operations as often as it will be necessary. I continue to work hard to put the Gloriosos on the air and know that's not very easy..... 73's de Didier, F5OGL"

V4, ST. KITTS (NA-104). Dave, AH6HY, will be active as V4/AH6HY between September 26th to October 3rd. Activity is planned for 40-10 meters SSB only. QSL via his home callsign.

VK9, WILLIS ISLAND (Update). Excerpts from the VK9DWX Web site state that the DX team has been busy last week testing all antennas and getting nearly everything ready to ship. Dale, VK4DMC, got all their tents and also tested them. So they are ready to be built on Willis Island City. All the heavy items and Peli Cases were brought together in Goch at the location of DR1A where a workshop was set up. On a 5-day-weekend, Markus/DJ7EO, Jorg/DL8WPX,Dieter/DL8OH and Chris/DL1MGB put all the material into boxes, cases and tubes, labeled them and prepared the shipping documents. The week after the material was transported to the harbor of Hamburg where it is now waiting for being shipped to Australia. In total they packed 29 cases, boxes and tubes with a total weight of over 1,300kg. This included the following main items:       5 ACOM1000 amplifiers

Over 1000m of coax cable

Nearly 300m of power cable

All antennas

Power distributions

Tools

Most parts of the station equipment...

Transceivers, notebooks and MK2s will be carried on the flight baggage as they have to be tested in advance in Germany for proper interaction.

The VK9DWX team now offers a "Newsletter" via E-mail. It will inform you about the latest news available about their DXpedition. The only thing you have to do is subscribe via their Web page (in the News section) at:

http://vk9dwx.de/news/index.php
YO DX HF CONTEST. Ovidiu, YO2DFA, informs that the Romanian Amateur Radio Federation (FRR) is inviting all radio amateurs all over the world to participate in the annual YO DX HF Contest, August 30-31st (from 1200- 1200z). Rules can be found on the following Web page at:

http://www.hamradio.ro/media%5Cfiles%5Creg%5CYODX_HF_2008.htm
Results of 2007 edition could be found at:

http://radioamator.ro/contest/us/yodxhf2007/
All the participants who will fulfill the necessary requirements during the contest (worked 10 members) will receive free a WORKED YO DX CLUB MEMBERS Award. The complete list of YO DX CLUB members can be found at:

http://www.radioamator.ro/yodxclub/membri.php
ZD9, TRISTAN DA CUNHA ISLAND (Update/Possible Change Of Plans!). The QSL Manager W0MM reports that Tom's, ZD7X (KC0W), last day on St. Helena was August 11th. Since September 2007, Tom made over 45,000 QSOs on the HF bands. Tom was expected to go to Tristan da Cunha after St. Helena (see OPDX.854), however, it seems "there is a 90% chance of no Tristan right now". Reasons were not given, but reportedly there is "bunch of reasons!". If ZD9 does not happen, Tom is planning to go to Qatar (A7) and willapply for a licence there. If A7 does not work out, he will then head to Asia. Stay tuned!

ZP, PARAGUAY. Operators Jan/DL7UFN and Rolf/DL7VEE will be active as ZP6/homecall from Tom's ZP5AZL/ZP0R station, September 4-14th. Activity will be on 160-10 meters using CW, SSB, RTTY and some PSK. QSL via his

home callsign.

ZS8, MARION ISLANDS. There is still no activity reported. For updates and the first offical announcement of ZS8T being on the air, please visit the official ZS8T Web site at:  http://zs8t.net

 (SELECT) UP-COMING CONTESTS

Hawaii QSO Party 0700Z, Aug 23 to 2200Z, Aug 24 

Ohio QSO Party 1600Z, Aug 23 to 0400Z, Aug 24 

NCCC Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Aug 29 

SCC RTTY Championship 1200Z, Aug 30 to 1159Z, Aug 31 

NCCC Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Sep 5 

All Asian DX Contest, Phone 0000Z, Sep 6 to 2400Z, Sep 7 

Russian RTTY WW Contest 0000Z-2400Z, Sep 6 

NCCC Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Sep 6 

RSGB SSB Field Day 1300Z, Sep 6 to 1300Z, Sep 7 

North American Sprint, CW 0000Z-0400Z, Sep 7 

Tennessee QSO Party 1800Z, Sep 7 to 0300Z, Sep 8 

FISTS Get Your Feet Wet Weekend 0000Z, Sep 12 to 2400Z, Sep 14 

NCCC Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Sep 12 

WAE DX Contest, SSB 0000Z, Sep 13 to 2359Z, Sep 14 

Arkansas QSO Party 1400Z, Sep 13 to 0600Z, Sep 14 and 

  1500Z-2400Z, Sep 14 

ARRL September VHF QSO Party 1800Z, Sep 13 to 0300Z, Sep 15 

North American Sprint, SSB 0000Z-0400Z, Sep 14 

YLRL Howdy Days 1400Z, Sep 18 to 0200Z, Sep 20 

NCCC Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Sep 19 

ARRL EME Contest 0000Z, Sep 20 to 2359Z, Sep 21 

ARRL 10 GHz and Up Contest 0600 local, Sep 20 to 2400 local, Sep 21 

Colorado QSO Party 1000Z, Sep 20 to 0400Z, Sep 21 

South Carolina QSO Party 1300Z, Sep 20 to 2100Z, Sep 21 

Washington State Salmon Run 1600Z, Sep 20 to 0700Z, Sep 21 and  1600Z-2400Z, Sep 21 

QCWA Fall QSO Party 1800Z, Sep 20 to 1800Z, Sep 21 

Feld Hell Sprint 2000Z-2200Z, Sep 20 

144 MHz Fall Sprint 1900 local - 2300 local, Sep 22 

NCCC Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Sep 26 

CQ Worldwide DX Contest, RTTY 0000Z, Sep 27 to 2400Z, Sep 28 

Texas QSO Party 1400Z, Sep 27 to 0200Z, Sep 28 and 

  1400Z-2000Z, Sep 28 

222 MHz Fall Sprint 1900 local - 2300 local, Sep 3 

SB PROP ARL ARLP034 Propagation de K7RA

Thanks to Carl Luetzelschwab, K9LA for writing the excellent bulletin last week.  If you missed it, be sure to check http://www.arrl.org/w1aw/prop/2008 arlp033.html because it is full of useful information.

Our sun is still not producing any sunspots.  As mentioned in previous bulletins, the peak of the last cycle was a double peak, so perhaps we are in the midst of an extended bottom.

Roger Lapthorn, G3XBM reported six-meter observations.''Following on from comments in the Aug 8th propagation bulletin, I'd

like to mention Aug 6th when, here in the UK on just a small VHF collinear, I heard both D4C and K1TOL on 6m CW. The Cape Verde station was working a string of EU stations and peaked at 539 with

me. Lefty, K1TOL (who I worked last year on 6m with just 2.5W!) was 569 and a solid signal for 15 minutes. A little later I was able to work N2MM on 10m SSB with just 10W and a halo antenna.

My summary is that 6m (and 10m) truly is a magic band if one can hear such DX on such a simple antenna ...and at sunspot minimum. Last year's experience of working K1TOL confirmed that it is possible to work such DX too with a bit of luck and decent sporadic-E''.

The following is from Scott Bidstrup, WA7UZO, and is so interesting I thought I should include it in its entirety.

''I live in Costa Rica (EK70rc), and at this low latitude, propagation is significantly different than in the States.  I have been having a lot of fun exploring those differences, and recently

downloaded and installed BeaconSee to watch propagation from the NCDXF/IARU beacon network.  And I have noticed something you might find to be quite interesting. While monitoring the NOAA space weather page at http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/SWN/index.html I discovered that when a boundary crossing occurs, there seems to be a mode switch in the propagation I see here in Costa Rica.

If the Bz component is strongly positive, on 20m. and 15m., I see fairly strong signals from the 4U1UN beacon in New York, and moderately strong signals from the OA4B beacon in Peru. I can also see a weak signal from W6WX and occasionally KH6WO, and in the early morning from the ZS6 and 5Z4 beacons as well. When a boundary crossing occurs, it's like someone throws a switch - over three or four minutes, 4U1UN fades, the W6 and KH6 beacons disappear, and OA4B booms in.  The bands will get somewhat noisy until the Bz becomes settled in the decidedly negative, at which point the noise will subside and the OA4B beacon will become so strong I can even hear it in the 100mw mode. But I can hear practically nothing else on the band, and see the 4U1UN beacon only very weakly.  When the bands are in this mode, 10m. is open to South America, but only to stations in an arc across the middle of the continent from Santiago to a range from Buenos Aires to Sao Paulo - no other stations need apply.

This bimodality seems to be inversely correlated to solar wind speed. the higher the wind speed, the smaller the effect.  It seems to be positively correlated with the proton density - the stronger the proton flux, the stronger the signals from South America''.

For more information concerning radio propagation, see the ARRL Technical Information Service at http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/propagation.html.  For a detailed explanation of the numbers used in this bulletin, see http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/k9la-prop.html.  An archive of past propagation bulletins is at http://www.arrl.org/w1aw/prop/
Monthly propagation charts between four USA regions and twelve overseas locations are at http://www.arrl.org/qst/propcharts/
Instructions for starting or ending email distribution of this bulletin are at http://www.arrl.org/w1aw.html#email. Sunspot numbers for August 7 through 13 were 0, 0, 0, 0, 0, 0, and 0 with a mean of 0.  10.7 cm flux was 66.1, 65.5, 65.5, 65.6, 65.7, 65.2, and 65.3 with a mean of 65.6.  Estimated planetary A indices

were 4, 4, 18, 13, 7, 6 and 5 with a mean of 8.1.  Estimated mid-latitude A indices were 3, 3, 16, 9, 6, 6 and 3 with a mean of 6.6.

MLDXCC 2008 Meetings 3rd Saturday (pending contest or other conflicts). Tentative Schedule below:
	September
	20

	October
	18

	November
	22

	December
	20

	
	


Membership Criteria 

Membership criteria may be obtained by writing the Secretary/Treasurer at:

MLDXCC

PO Box 1073

Pine Grove, CA 95665-1073 

The club website is: mldxcc.com
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2006 Officers of the MLDXCC  

President, Richard Hill, NU6T

REHill@ix.net.com
Vice President, Shirley Rose, AA6K roses@prodigy.net
Director, Dick Wilson, K6LRN

k6lrn@arrl.net
Director, Norm Wilson, N6JV

n6jv@comcast.net

Director, George Campbell, KG6OJV
Kg60jv@yahoo.com

Treasurer, Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD

k6tkd@arrl.net

Secretary, Kay Anderson, K6KO

k6ko@arrl.net

Nugget Editor, Rick Samoian,W6SR samoian@directcon.net

QSL Manager, Norm Regan, WA6SJQ
Qsl73@linkunet.net 

Publicity Chairperson, Brandt Woodard, K6BEW. k6bew@yahoo.com

ARRL Awards Checkers

DXCC, Gary Stillwell, KI6T & Ken Anderson, K6TA

ARRL Sixth District QSL Bureau

P.O. Box 970 Fairfax, CA., 94978-0970

Comments or questions on this bureau's operation may be directed to kc6awx@arrl.net See the W6 Bureau home page (http://www.kqlz.com/qslbureau6/)
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