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The Nugget

The Newsletter of the Mother Lode DX/Contest Club

MEETING DATE, LOCATION & PROGRAM

When: Our next meeting is Saturday, 22 August at 12:00 noon. 

Where: Mountain Mike's Pizza in Martel, CA.  They are located in the shopping center with Save-Mart on Highway 88, just west of Highway 49. Our meeting room is reserved from 11AM-3PM.is scheduled for Saturday, 22 August at our regular time (noon) (The room is reserved from 11AM-3PM.) See the club’s website at http://www.mldxcc.org/ and click on “meetings” for a map and more information.

What: ??? Our program for the 22 Aug meeting will be Rick/N6RK giving a presentation on the remote operation of an amateur radio station.

From the Prez:

Greetings to all from Normal, Illinois.  I've had a great road trip through the Tetons, Yellowstone, Cody, Sundance, Spearfish, Sturgis, Keystone and Rushmore, the Badlands, the prairies of South Dakota, Nebraska, Iowa and Illinois, and the Mississippi Palisade. 

Talk about QRM.  The route from Yellowstone to Mt. Rushmore  and through the Badlands was an exersize in patience through the masses of Harley Davidsons, and a few the other brands of motorcycles, ridden by those multitudes attending the Sturgis and related motorcycle focused events.  We saw Devils Tower, but choose to stay out of the park due to congestion.  Still we met many interesting people and had a great time. 


It reminded me of the congestion on the airways during a contest.  Most behaving well, and most working towards a similar goal: focused on having a good time and enjoying the company of many new friends, and looking forward to being able to do it again next year with bigger and better equipment and improved skill. I'm looking forward to the coming contest season, trying out some new antennas, perhaps a new radio, and advancing my CW skills.  Life is good. 

However, I'm trying to figure out how to gracefully leave my daughter here, halfway across the country, and drive home.  If I was able to hear Rick's presentation on Remote Operations, I might be thinking of trying it from here <grin>.  I'm looking forward to hearing all about it next month.  Good luck to all.   Rich, NU6T

VP’s QRM

  If you missed the MLDXCC/NCCC joint meeting on 25 July you missed some great presentations.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank Tom/K5RC for his adventures with CC&Rs, Jack/KF6T for the video of his W1AW visit, and special kudos to our featured speaker Alan/AD6E for an excellent presentation of DXing from P29. 

  I called and complimented the event manager at The Old Spaghetti Factory for the superb efforts of he and his staff.  

Yesterday (11 Aug) I got my Sept issue of QST in the mail.  While going over the article on the 2009 ARRL DX Phone contest I noted that yours truly (AA6K) placed 3rd in the West Coast Region operating in the SOLP category.  As the two folk with better scores are residents of Arizona that would make me the Pacific Division winner of the SOLP category. 

In the club competition the MLDXCC placed in the middle of the pack in the medium club category.  The listing indicates that we had 20 logs with a score of just over 2.9M.  To challenge the winner we’d need 20 logs with over 1M points per log.  That is a tall order but the rules for medium and large clubs state “if a club member is on a DXpedition outside the country the score of the DXpedition may be counted”.   Now we need some of our members to head out to some exotic location for the contest next March.  

Our program for the 22 Aug meeting will be Rick/N6RK giving a presentation on the remote operation of an amateur radio station.    

It has been suggested that the VK9X video and CQP preparation be topics upcoming meetings.  As the CQP is in October we could make that the topic of discussion for the 19 Sep meeting in Shingle Springs.

A reminder that we continue to need topics and presenters for our club meetings so if you have something please let us know.  73 de AA6K, Shirley.
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In the shot above, about half of the folks that attended our joint NCCC/MLDXCC meeting.
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L to R, Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD and Kay Anderson, K6KO show here collecting the money, and making sure everyone received their correct lunch selection.  Thanks for your service!!! 
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Our joint meeting program was presented by Alan, AD6E.  He did a superb job putting together, and delivering his P29 IOTA DXpedition “Island Hunters in Head Hunter Territory”.  Thanks again Alan!  

Tube of the Month de Norm, N6JV

RK-20

In late 1925, a small company called the American Appliance Co. began marketing a cold cathode rectifier called the type “B”.  They also used the brand name “Raytheon” on the tube.  Raytheon sounded better than American Appliance, so the next month they changed the company name to Raytheon.  During the winter of 1932-33, a group of hams at Raytheon started getting ideas to produce transmitting tubes for the ham market.  More interesting and fun than rectifiers. 

The technical staff at ARRL headquarters made several suggestions including the need for a tube that would operate at high frequency, require little drive and could be screen modulated. This was the Depression and money was tight. A tube that would put out good power as an amplifier or oscillator would simplify the transmitter circuitry as would screen modulation. Plate modulation was expensive. My father was using link modulation and burning his lips on the hot microphone.

A relatively inexpensive tetrode was developed in 1934 called the RK-20. It was rated at 40 watts dissipation and could be used at full power to 30 MHz. The new tube 
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was a big success and RCA seemed to get jealous. They soon produced a tube that looked like the RK-20 and called it the 804. The 804 never seemed to catch on as it was only good to 15 MHz and everyone wanted to operate on 10 Meters. RCA eventually made the 814 that took market share away from Raytheon especially when the military gave it the VT-154 number. Its handy for RCA when your company’s president is an Army general.

Not wanting to miss a chance to capitalize on RCA’s marketing, Raytheon started marking some of their RK-20s as 804s.  RCA had made their 804 to look like the 20, so they copied the copier.  Later Raytheon RK-20As were marked RK-20A/804.

Raytheon tubes were famous for being rugged.  Extra supports were built into the element mounting presses. This example is the second variety where the classic wide cap was first incorporated.  This variety also had arms with small insulators to the ends that were attached to the plate and limited vibration

Gary, KI6T and I will be at the 22 August MLDXCC meeting at Mountain Mikes Pizza in Martell: http://www.mldxcc.org/meetings.html  We will be available for checking 7O1YGF cards.
In accordance with Bill Moore's instruction, 7O1YGF cards can be checked and submitted for credit at no charge, see below:
Bring the card to a DXCC Card Checker. The card checker will forward the confirmation to the DXCC desk for processing. Again, there will be no submission fee if this is a single-card submission. You must fill out an application form, however.

The application form can be found at:
http://www.arrl.org/awards/dxcc/dxccapp.txt
I realize some of you may have more than one physical card with multiple QSO's.  That's OK as long as all the cards are 7O1YGF. I will forward all single card submissions to the DXCC Desk on Monday 24 August. Ken, K6TA
DXCC Card Checker

Member news/feedback/Announcements.

A quick first reminder of the 5 Sept 09 SWAP here at the Runt Ranch (MY QTH) in Vacaville... Saturday of Labor Day weekend... 0800-1100 with the reminder that “it is” Amateur radio only stuff!. No CDs, furniture, computers, and stuff that is not RF capable. Those camping the night before let me know as Sue, K6SUE would like a head count for dinner... Also VE Testing will be available right after the SWAP. Contact Larry at w6omf@cwnet.com  for details and directions!
First, from my brag file: First in California in the low power category of the January phone NA SPRINT.  Another best in SV SOLP Mixed mode In IARU HF Championship 2008 to back up the 2007 first place SV SOLP.  More paper,  no lumber in the CQ WPX # 2 USA, #4 NA, #16 World 10 meters 2008. 

 

Saturday Morning, August 22 10:30 AM Congressman Dan Lungren will hold a Town Hall Meeting in Jackson at the Civic Center, 33 Broadway. This is a great chance to hear about health care reform from Dan Lungren, congressman serving the 3rd District of California. This is just before the MLDXCC meeting. www.lungren.house.gov for details.

Back to radio! There will be a digital mode weekend on 30 meters August 22 - 23. 

Check out www.30mdg.net for all the modes, times and frequencies. Now is a good time to down load Fldiigi, a free multi-mode application for digital modes. www.w1hkj.com for all you'll need to know. 73 Ray ND6S
The latest from W6RFF.  ALL antennas are down and being repaired, modified or replaced.  Replacing a lot of rusted nuts and bolts, etc.  The mast and beam has been up about 25 years and I will replace the coax cable and some parts on the tri-bander.  Next will be upgrading the SB-220 and having the TS-870 looked at.  Next month I hope to get someone to shoot lines up in my redwood trees for a new 80 meter antenna.  Off in the distance is redoing the operating position.  At the rate I have been going it probably will take till the end of the year to do it.
According to the latest news my Yemen QSL should be good and that will put me in the top list.  Hope to be at the next meeting.
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Attached is a picture of my moon bounce HF antenna!! hi hi 73, Jettie
I would like to sell (or trade) my Alpha 78 HF power amplifier it’s in excellent physical and 100% operating condition. Anyone out there looking an Alpha 78? I can send photos and you are encouraged to stop and put it through it’s paces before you buy. de Rick, W6SR Samoian@directcon.net or (530) 672-2885 for more info.

EDITOR’S NOTES

The weather is still too hot to get into any antenna projects. Like, putting-down several long-directional 160M radials or adding another 20’ of height to the existing (80 foot) 160M tower.  Actually I am kinda’ glad that this SS cycle looks like it will be lower than the last one. It may help some of us “OLD” low band guys who probably DON’T have another SS cycle in the cards.  But that’s another story……….

Over the past weekend, Norm, Lyle and I made a reasonable effort during the (first weekend) 10 GHz contest.  We took our HB rigs to several locations and had “hot fun in the summertime”.  As always everything didn’t work perfectly, but we are getting much better at solving and diagnosing problems. HI HI

On Saturday morning we went to the Newman overlook at the I-5 freeway, it’s about 85 miles from here.  It was productive as we contacted several stations that were on Frazier Mountain, which is South of Grapevine!  Then, on Saturday afternoon, we went to Bear Mountain, which is just West of Angles Camp.  It was long day and some of us stumbled back home at 9:30PM. On Sunday, only W6DXJ and I went out.  Norm and Lyle decided to operate from their home QTH, and to stay out of the sun.  We went to the top of Pine Hill, the best spot in El Dorado County, and worked quite a few guys, after lunch we traveled to another high spot just west and south of my QTH and worked more folks. So now I’m tired, and I got too much sun, but I had a great time, and would gladly do it again in a second. Check-out the photos below, which were taken in Newman:
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BTW:  I did have one of the many visitors’ ask me if we were trying to contact aliens!  Which proves to me that all the squirrels are NOT in the trees.  Enough for now, CU all the 22nd.  de Rick, W6SR
August 2009 Treasurer’s Report

Balance July 1, 2009:         $1814.34

Income:Donation: N6TNX Estate   276.00 Dues: AD6E                       15.00 K6MM                             15.00              Total                           306.00    

Expenses: P. O. Box rental       38.00 Speaker lunch                    27.00 Total                            65.00 Balance July 31, 2009:        $2055.34

Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD, Treasurer

MLDXCC Joint Meeting, Old Sphagetti Factory, Stockton, July 25, 2009
12:35 PM - Call to Order by President Rich, NU6T


Rich  - Had a short introduction of MLDXCC to non-members.


Rich - Items to discuss?  

Nothing.


12:42 PM - Meeting closed and turned over to NCCC President, Jack, KF6T, who proceeded with introductions.
Submitted by Bob, W1RH
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*** 4 2 5  D X  N E W S ***


****  DX  INFORMATION  ****
Edited by  I1JQJ & IK1ADH
Direttore Responsabile  I2VGW

3B7    - Rachid, 3B8FQ [425DXN 953] was expected to arrive to St. Brandon (AF-015)  around  2  UTC  on  12   August. Barring    unforeseen circumstances, he now expects to extend his  stay  on  the  island, and  to  be  operate  as  3B7FQ  until  sometime  on  3  September. Operating  time  will  be  shared   with    Rachid's maintenance responsibilities at  the  local  meteorological  station.  QSL  via K5XK, direct preferred. [TNX K5XK]


9M     - Hans, DF5UG (9M2QQ) has been in Malaysia for a few days.  On  15-16 August he will participate in the ILLW activity from  Cape  Rachado Lighthouse (9M4LHN); then, between 19 August and  7  September,  he will be travelling to Sarawak (9M8QQ),  Sabah  (9M6QQ)  and  Brunei (V85QQ). QSL via home call. [TNX DXNL]


9M2    - Participating stations in  the  International  Lighthouse/Lightship Weekend  from  West  Malaysia  include:  9M4LHB  (Bukit    Melawati Lighthouse, Selangor), 9M4LHC (Tanjung Gelang Lighthouse,  Pahang), 9M4LHE (Bukit Jugra Lighthouse, Selangor), 9M4LHJ (Bukit  Segenting Lighthouse, Johor), 9M4LHN (Cape Rachado  Lighthouse,  Melaka)  and 9M4LHP (Fort Cornwallis Lighthouse on Penang Island, AS-015).


9M6    - Members of the Borneo Amateur Radio Club  will  operate  as  9M4LHS         from the lighthouse on Pulau Layang (also known as Pulau  Layangan, OC-133), Sabah, East Malaysia for the ILLW on 15-16 August  .  This will be a camping  and  generator  operation  using  100  watts  to vertical or wire antennas on 40-10 metres, mainly SSB, plus 2m  FM. QSL via operator's instructions. [TNX 9M6DXX]


A2     - Les, W2LPL  and  Dan,  W2DBL  will  be  active  as  A25/W2LPL  from Botswana on 16-19 August. The will operate SSB  and  PSK-31  on  20 and 40 metres in their spare time. QSL via W2LPL.  [TNX  The  Daily DX]


CT8    - Jan, DL7JAN and Egon,  DL2IX  will  be  active  as  CT8/DL7JAN  and CT8/DL2IX from Faial (EU-175), Azores on 21-31  August.  They  will operate CW, SSB and RTTY  on  80-6  metres.  QSL  via  home  calls, direct or bureau. [TNX NG3K]

CX - The Centro de Radioaficionados de Rocha will operate as  CW4T  from the lighthouse at Cape Polonio (ARLHS  URU-005)  on  15-16  August. Expect activity on 160, 80, 40, 20, 6 and 2 metres. QSL via  EA5KB. [TNX CX2TG]


DL     - DF6CQ, DG3XA, DG7TG and DJ5KK will be active on 6 metres  as  DF0IT from Helgoland (EU-127, JO34we)  during  the  ILLW.  QSL  for  this activity via DG7TG. [TNX www.mmmonvhf.de]


DL     - Chris, OE3CHC and Mike, OE3MDC will be active as  DL/homecall  from Spiekeroog Island (EU-047)  on  17-21  August.  They  will  operate holiday style on 80-20 metres  CW,  SSB  and  RTTY.  QSL  via  home calls. [TNX rsgbiota.org]


FJ     - Gary, W2VQ and Paul, WQ2N will be active  as  FJ/W2VQ  and  FJ/WQ2N from St. Barthelemy (NA-146) on 18-25 August. They plan to  operate CW, SSB, RTTY and possibly PSK31 on 80-6  metres.  QSL  both  calls via WQ2N. [TNX The Daily DX]


GM     - Amateur radio operators who are resident in Scotland may apply  for special permission to replace the letter 'M' in their  prefix  with 'A' (for Alba, the Gaelic name for Scotland) until 30 November,  as part  of the "Homecoming    Scotland    2009"    celebrations (www.homecomingscotland.com). [TNX 9M6DXX]


IS0    - Giorgio, IZ3KVD  says  he  will  be  active  as  IS0/homecall  from Cagliari, Sardinia (EU-024) on 16-31 August. He  plans  to  operate holiday style on SSB and digital modes. QSL via home call.


LA     - Ben,  DL7BY  will  operate  mainly  CW  as  LA/DL7BY  from  Hinnoya (EU-033) on 15-22 August. QSL  via  home  call,  bureau  preferred. [TNX DXNL]


LU     - Dario, LU3DR will be active  as  AY0DX  from  Baliza  Espigon  Este (ARLHS ARG-114) for the ILLW. He plans to operate SSB  on  80,  40, 20 and 17 metres. QSL via LU3DR. [TNX LU3DR]


OZ     - Ric, DL2VFR will be active as OZ0FR/p from Vesborg  Fyr  lighthouse (ARLHS DEN-046) on  Samso  Island  (EU-172)  fom  22  August  to  4 September. CW is his preferred mode.  QSL  via  DL2VFR,  direct  or bureau. [TNX DL2VFR]


PA - Promoting the World  Statues  Festival  that  will  take  place  in Arnhem at the end of the month, Fred,  PA0FAW  will  be  active  as PA09WSF on 14-30 August. QSL via home call, direct or bureau.  [TNX  K1XN]


SP     - Look for special station SN2NP  to  be  active  from  the  historic lighthouse at Gdansk Nowy Port on 14-16  August.  QSL  via  SP2BIK. [TNX SP2BIK]


TA     - In recognition of their key role in emergency  communications,  the Turkish IARU member society, TRAC, has been invited  take  part  in  the official Memorial Event for the tragic earthquake  that  struck  northwestern Turkey on 17 August 1999. Special event station  TC17A is expected to be active from around 16 UTC on 16 August  until  at least 1 UTC on the 17th. Look for activity  on  40  and  20  metres mainly SSB, and on 30 metres CW and PSK. [TNX www.iaru-r1.org/]


VE     - Cezar, VE3LYC announces that his VY0O  operation  from  the  Ottawa Islands (NA-230) [425DXN 953] has been re-scheduled again,  and  is hoped to take place from 31 August to 3 September. [TNX MM0NDX]


W      - Alan, WD4AC will be operating portable from Core Banks (NA-067) on 19-22 August. Activity will be  concentrated  on  20  metres.  QSL direct to home call. [TNX VA3RJ]

*** 4 2 5  D X  N E W S ***
****  GOOD TO KNOW ... ****
Edited by  I1JQJ & IK1ADH
425 DX NEWS MAGAZINE ---> The latest issue (July 2009) is now  available  athttp://www.425dxn.org/monthly/index.html. Articles and  pictures  should  be sent to Nicola Baldresca, IZ3EBA.

DXCC NEWS ---> ZS8T (Prince Edward & Marion Island,  operated  by  ZS6GCM  ) and 7O1YGF (Yemen, 16-26 April 2000) have been approved for DXCC credit.  As for 7O1YGF, this is the official release from Bill Moore, NC1L: "After  reviewing  recently-received  information  regarding the   7O1YGF operation, and after additional dialogue with a leader  of  the  DXpedition, the DXCC desk has approved this operation. Considering the length of time that has passed since this operation, we  ask that DXCC participants who would like to claim credit for 7O1YGF follow  the options below:

 * Send the 7O1YGF card ONLY to DXCC  with  a  SASE,  or  return  postage  if outside the US; DXCC will process  the  card  and  applicants  will  not  be charged a submission fee. 7O1YGF cards included with  other  cards  will  be handled as part of a normal submission. 

 * Bring the card to a DXCC Card Checker. The card checker will  forward  the confirmation to the DXCC desk  for  processing.  Again,  there  will  be  no submission fee if this is a single-card submission. You  must  fill  out  an application form, however. In all other cases applicants can include their QSL  card  with  their  next submission, and it will be handled normally. We will work  with  the  7O1YGF team to use Logbook of the World if possible.  Remember, the cutoff date for the 2009 DXCC Annual listing  and  Honor  Roll list is December 31, 2009. We encourage applicants  to  handle  this  sooner rather than wait until the last minute".

30 METRES ---> The 30 Meter Multi Mode Weekend will be held on 22-23  August to promote experimenting and using different digital  modes  on  that  band. Information can be  found  on  the  30  Meter  Digital  Group's  website  athttp://30mdg.net/Events.html [TNX F5NQL]

QSL 7O1YGF ---> Those who still need a paper QSL card for  7O1YGF  can  send their request to DJ3XD (he was the original QSL manager  for  CW  QSOs,  but now he will handle SSB and RTTY as  well).  The  logs  are  expected  to  be uploaded to LoTW within a couple of weeks' time. [TNX The Daily DX]

QSL ZK2V ---> "We are in the process of finalizing the QSL design  for  ZK2V and expect to have cards in hand in about 6 weeks", N3SL  says.  "Please  be patient and do not re-QSL".

 425 DX NEWS HOME PAGE:  http://www.425dxn.org
 425 DX NEWS ARCHIVES:   http://list.425dxn.org
 425 DX NEWS MAGAZINE:   http://www.425dxn.org/monthly


Click on the Hyperlink below to check-out the MLDXCC scores in the latest contests.

http://mldxcc.org/scores.html
UP-COMING DX and Dxpeditions

Click the link below to display up-coming Announced DXpeditions:

http://www.ng3k.com/Misc/adxo.html
UP-COMING CONTESTS

For the latest contest info., click on the following link:

http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestcal.html
	SARTG WW RTTY Contest
	0000Z-0800Z, Aug 15 and

	 

	1600Z-2400Z, Aug 15 and

	 

	0800Z-1600Z, Aug 16

	NCCC Sprint
	0230Z-0300Z, Aug 15

	ARRL 10 GHz and Up Contest
	0600 local, Aug 15 to 2400 local, Aug 16

	North American QSO Party, SSB
	1800Z, Aug 15 to 0600Z, Aug 16

	New Jersey QSO Party
	2000Z, Aug 15 to 0700Z, Aug 16 and

	 

	1300Z, Aug 16 to 0200Z, Aug 17

	Run for the Bacon QRP Contest
	0100Z-0300Z, Aug 17

	NCCC Sprint
	0230Z-0300Z, Aug 21

	Hawaii QSO Party
	0700Z, Aug 22 to 2200Z, Aug 23

	Ohio QSO Party
	1600Z, Aug 22 to 0400Z, Aug 23

	NCCC Sprint
	0230Z-0300Z, Aug 28

	YO DX HF Contest
	1200Z, Aug 29 to 1200Z, Aug 30

	Kansas QSO Party
	1400Z, Aug 29 to 0200Z, Aug 30 and

	 

	1400Z-2000Z, Aug 30

	SARL HF CW Contest
	1400Z-1600Z, Aug 30


	
	


SOLAR UPDATE by Tad Cook, K7RA
Tad "The fair haired Sun rises in the sky" Cook, K7RA, this week reports: Another quiet week on the Sun. Last week on Earth we neglected to mention the Perseids meteor shower, which peaked this week on August 12-13. A nice statistical display from the International Meteor Organization is at <http://www.imo.net/live/perseids2009/.> A look at
<http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/ftpmenu/forecasts/45DF.html> on August 13 showed possible heightened geomagnetic activity returning around August 18-19, with a planetary A index of 20 and 12, respectively. Sunspot numbers for August 6 through 12 were 0, 0, 0, 0, 0, 0, and 0 with a mean of 0.  10.7 cm flux was 66.8, 67.8, 67, 67.2, 67.1, 66.6 and 66.5 with a mean of 67. Estimated planetary A indices were 14, 8, 4, 8, 4, 4 and 5 with a mean of 6.7. Estimated mid-latitude A indices were 8, 8, 2, 6, 3, 2 and 2 with a mean of 4.4. For more information concerning radio propagation, visit the ARRL Technical Information Service Propagation page <http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/propagation.html>. To read this week's Solar Report in its entirety, check out the W1AW Propagation Bulletin page <http://www.arrl.org/w1aw/prop/>. This week's "Tad Cookism" brought to you by Rhonda Baker's "August Sun" <http://www.poemhunter.com/poem/august-sun/>.
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2009 Meeting Dates:

Sept 19 (Colima del Oro in Shingle Springs)
Oct 17???
Nov 14 (Saturday between SS contests)???
2009 Officers of the MLDXCC  

President, Richard Hill, NU6T REHill@ix.net.com
Vice President, Shirley Rose, AA6K roses@prodigy.net
Secretary Bob Hess, W1RH

w1rh@yahoo.com
Director, Gary Stilwell, KI6T

ki6t@arrl.net
Director, Rich Cutler, WC6H

wc6h@yahoo.com
Treasurer, Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD

k6tkd@arrl.net

QSL Manager, Norm Regan, WA6SJQ

Qsl73@linkunet.net
Publicity Chairperson, Brandt Woodard, K6BEW. k6bew@yahoo.com
Nugget Editor, Rick Samoian, W6SR samoian@directcon.net
Webmaster, Norm Wilson, N6JV

n6jv@n6jv.com
ARRL Awards Checkers

DXCC, Gary Stilwell, KI6T & Ken Anderson, K6TA

ARRL Sixth District QSL Bureau

P.O. Box 970 Fairfax, CA., 94978-0970

Comments or questions on this bureau's operation may be directed to kc6awx@arrl.net See the W6 Bureau home page (http://www.kqlz.com/qslbureau6/)
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