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 The Nugget

The Newsletter of the Mother Lode DX/Contest Club.

MEETING DATE, LOCATION & PROGRAM

When: Our next meeting is Saturday,  14 August at 12:00 noon. 

Where: Mountain Mike's Pizza in Martel, CA.  They are located in the shopping center with Save-Mart on Highway 88, just west of Highway 49. Our meeting room is reserved from 11AM-3PM. At our regular time (noon) (The room is reserved from 11AM-3PM.) See the club’s website at http://www.mldxcc.org/ and click on “meetings” for a map and more information.

What: The program is still a “work in progress”.  But Shirley always does a good job


Welcome aboard!  

Last month, at the joint NCCC/MLDXCC meeing we signed-up five new members. KG6D, N6DW, N6EE, W6RD and N6WM. 
VP’s QRM
  The August meeting of the Mother Lode DX / Contest Club will be at Mountain Mike's Pizza in Martell on August 14th at 11:30AM. Mountain Mike's is where the old Round Table Pizza was formerly located. It is in the Amador Plaza shopping center with SaveMart on Highway 88, just west of Highway 49.   The program is presently TBD but I’m sure we will make it worth your time to participate.

  At the July joint MLDXCC/NCCC meeting Paul/N6PSE gave an outstanding presentation on the YI9PSE DXpedition to Kurdistan in Northern IRAQ. It is most unfortunate that many of our club members missed this presentation.  For those who missed this presentation Paul will be giving it again at PACIFICON at 12:00 hrs on Saturday, October 16. 

  The poor attendance requires that we explore the question as to whether or not 

our membership wants to continue having a joint MLDXCC/NCCC meeting.  We were unable to fill the meeting reservation quota and our club treasury took a small hit to make up for the lack of attendees.  This should be a discussion topic at the August meeting.

  As for DX it has been a very good month for yours truly.  There are more sunspots and consequently more DX to work.  The highlight was working Marion Island/ZS8M on 40M SSB at 10:55 PM PDT on 31 July (or 05:55Z 1 Aug).  The log update 3 days later confirmed the contact so life is good.  

  Congratulations to Rick/W6SR who has been appointed by the ARRL as a Card Checker.  When I get my ZS8M card I’ll give him some work.

  The CQP is rapidly approaching. We are going to need an extremely high level of participation by our club members if we are  to retain the CQP club championship.  The CQP will be on 2-3 October this year so clear your calendar and tweak-up your station and get ready to contest!!!  

 73, Shirley, AA6K

Why I Bought My House. de Bob, W1RH
I have lived in several different cities over the years.  In the 80’s, I had a house in one of the few locations in El Dorado Hills that did not have CC&R’s prohibiting antennas.  The QTH was on a minor ridge top and proved to be a fairly decent DX location.  I was never sure why, but it worked.

When we moved to the Boston area, in 1990, the perfect location for ham radio was not on the top of the list.  As a result, we chose a classic New England house, on three acres of grass and trees, sitting on a pond surrounded by million dollar homes.
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For two good reasons, this was a big mistake:  (1) In general, those who own million dollar plus homes do not like towers (trust me on this one) and, (2) Ponds are always in low spots and low spots do not make for good takeoff angles.  

I did finally get a tower up at that location and I could pull pretty good run rates to Europe on all bands, but I could never compete with the big guns in W1 land.  For that reason, I pretty much resigned myself to being a hired gun.

When I got transferred back to California, I made up my mind that this time I would have a good contest location where towers were not an issue, lot size would not be a problem, and take-off would be superb.  I wanted a place on top of a mountain.

But, I soon found out that mountain top locations were hard to come by.  I found several undeveloped lots on hilltops, but bringing in utilities would cost a fortune.  It seemed that just about every other location already had a house on it.  One of the ground rules from my XYL was that the house had to be new.

After looking for several months, my wife told  me one day that she had found “The Place”.  It was on the side of a hill and not on the top, however.  I told her, more than once, that it wasn’t even worth the time to look at.  She did and kept telling me I needed to see it.

So, I took a look.  Three things caught my eye: (1) The garage/basement was absolutely enormous, (2) It was on ten acres, albeit a steep slope and, (3) the view from about 0-220 degrees was to die.

I began to think about the location.  A clear shot to the North, East and South, but blocked to the West.  After doing ARRL DX and CQWW from the Boston area, I had decided that these contests would never yield the fun and run rates that we got back in New England.  But, a location like this one might just play well in contests like CQP, SS, and NAQP.

I decided to take a look at the site, using Dean Straw’s great HF terrain profiling program, HFTA.  After I figured out the program, I did some runs from the various locations we were looking at and came to the conclusion that the brand new house my wife found looked pretty darn good, at least on paper.  I sent the data to Dean, and he suggested I go for it.

It has proven to be nothing less than an awesome location for not only the domestic contests but DX’ing just a about everything except the Pacific.  Working a new one to the West, however, has not been an issue.  I may need call many times, but I will always work ‘em.  If the pileup, however, is focused on a rare station in the Indian Ocean or just about anywhere other than the Pacific, I will generally get them on the first call, no matter how big the pileup is.

Below is a picture of Slater Mountain, which tops out at 1800 feet.  I am about 100 feet below the top.  I circled my location, in red.  The tower top is exactly 1,000 feet below the South Fork of the American River, which runs across the bottom of the picture.
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Looking back the other way, here is what the view looks like from the tower top, towards Europe.
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And, another view in the direction of South America, the Carribean, and the southern USA.
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Unfortunately, when I climbed the tower and took the pictures, I forgot to take one looking at 70 degrees, which is generally where the beam stays for the domestic contests.  The view, however, is nearly identical to the other two.  

Here is the terrain profile, from HFTA, with the beam at 70 degrees.

So, just how does it look when you do the calcs?  Not bad!
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You can see that I’m more than covered for any average takeoff angle in the direction of the Eastern and Central US.  That translates to a big signal, which has proven to be the case.

Here’s the look at EU:
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It looks good and, as Dean’s program has shown, it is!  All calcs are done using a 3 element beam at 50 feet on 20 meters.  Results for 10 and 15 are similar.  The site also plays well on the lower bands with some decent takeoff angles but the calcs are not quite as pretty as this one towards EU.  

So, how does this compare to the guy in the flatlands with a 120 foot tower or a 50 foot tower?  Or, how about just a dipole at 50 feet, from my location?  You can see the results, below.  Note, that on 20 meters, the guy with his 120 foot tower in the flatlands, beamed towards EU, can’t hold a card to what I can do, especially when the takeoff angles are very low.
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Oh, and here’s one more comparison.  The poor newbie, with his 20 foot high dipole in the valley.  Trust me when I say that working a big gun contest station from his QTH will be a great accomplishment!
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And, just so this doesn’t sound like I’m boasting about my location, let’s take a look at Japan from the top of the tower.  That’s my beam, looking right into the hill, about 100 feet below the top.
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What does HFTA have to say?
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Not good, but I can still work JA and can even run when conditions are right and the rig is putting out serious (and legal) power.

If you haven’t tried HFTA, you should consider it the next time you move or decide to install a tower at your existing location.  The program is especially useful for those of us who live in the hills, and that would be most of you MLDXCC members.

Tube of the Month de Norm, N6JV

VT-158

Early high power RADARs during WWII were relatively low frequency.  Ring oscillators were made using several specially designed triodes and would work at about 200 MHz.  This was very high frequency for the early 1940s.  These units were very large and not very portable.  The need for more portable RADAR units for the Army had the research department at Fort Monmouth, NJ dedicated to the problem.  Major Zahl developed the idea of building a single tube that would combine the power of multiple tubes in the same envelope.  This was nothing new except for the size and the incorporation of tuned lines as part of the unit.  Prototypes were made and tested and eventually the new tubes designated the VT-158 were produced by Eimac, Machlett and H&K. 
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The early low frequency RADAR units were easily jammed by the enemy.  There was a race on by both sides to get higher power at a higher frequency than the other side could jam.  New equipment was quickly obsolete.  The VT-158 operated at 600 MHz so was a big jump in frequency.  By the time it was fielded in the AN/TPS-3 RADAR, new equipment was already making it obsolete.  This unit had a pulsed output of 240 KW and was triggered by a rotary spark gap.  The tube was mounted in a wooded box so the operator was getting cooked as well as shot at.

A push pull/parallel tube operating only at 600 MHz had no application in amateur radio after the war so they became very scarce.  Today this odd tube is a must have for the glass tube collector and the source of many stories about the life and work of Major Zahl. 73 de Norm

Member news/feedback/Announcements.
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On Saturday July 24 there was a joint meeting of the Mother Lode DX/Contest Club and the Northern California Contest Club at The Old Spaghetti Factory in Stockton.  The featured presentation was a talk on the YI9PSE DXpedition given by the team leader Paul Ewing-N6PSE.

  Paul presented an outstanding narrative on all facets of the expedition beginning with its conception and planning through the operational phase and conclusion.  It was very enlightening and entertaining to hear Paul discuss his experiences and challenges of a first time major DXpedition leader.

  The audience was very appreciative of the effort Paul and his team put forth in working stations in California.  More than half of those present, myself included, worked YI9PSE and put a new country (IRAQ) in their log.

  One of the highlights of the presentation was Paul’s discussion on the interaction of the team with the native people.  In the area of Kurdistan the folk are extremely appreciative of the efforts the coalition forces in providing security.  The photos and the discussion Paul provided were in stark contrast to the stories one reads in the main stream media about the political situation in IRAQ.

  At the conclusion of the presentation Paul fielded a broad range of questions from the audience for about 15 minutes.      

  This was the very best DXpedition presentation I have ever attended and I am looking forward to future presentations by Paul as he expands his resume.

Shirley L Rose/AA6K

==========================================

Below is a copy of my 13 Colonies Award from the 4th of July weekend.  I wish QSL cards came this fast.   Shirl/AA6K

[image: image14]
I thought I'd mention that I had noticed that ZS8M had been coming up around 0500, so I dumped out of NAQP and found him is his usual spot on 40 SSB.  Had to use the beverage to work him, but I got him.  All time new one for me.  Now have 312 worked.
Bob,W1RH  (congrats de ed)
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The photo above shows my new HB (only needs paint) 160M power amp. It uses a 3CX1200D7 and will be ready for the good (hopefully )160 propagation this fall and ready to snag a few more new countries for me…. The large doorknob caps and the capacitor bracket were salvaged from Channel 13.  On the other end of the spectrum, I just received the card that confirmed my 700th 6 meter grid.

de Norm,N6JV

Two watt SSB contacts (more than one) with Hawaii on July 27th.  Paul(KH6HME)went to the top of the hill after his beacon, 144.170 came blasting in.  K6QXY was able to hear  the 2, 440, and 1296 beacons at his house.
I was successful on first attempt to transport my 8 ft dish to a remote site and back without a major problem.  Watch out 10 GHz for receiver blocking signals from it. (Haw). Lyle, K6QG
Editor’s Notes de Rick, W6SR
Hi All

Well this is going to be a real short column; there is not one new log book entry since July 7th.  Why?  Conditions really bite, and it’s perfect “let’s drive the Corvette weather”, I have been to Sisters Ore. on a Corvette Run, and on 4 other Corvette outings this past month.

Karen and I just returned from a one day trip to Reno for a quick look at the “Hot August Nights” cars.  I’m not only impressed, but completely overwhelmed!  Wow!  Thousands of cars, after we spent 3+ hours in 95+ degree weather looking at the cars, I see why they call it “Hot August Nights”.  Night viewing is almost a must, unless you have a very high tolerance to the sun.  The only problem with night viewing is that you can’t see the interiors, or the goodies under the hood, and the artificial lighting does not show the “true” color of the cars.  

Sunday, 8 August 9, 2010 found a small group of us “microwave crazies” (including, N6JV, K6QG, myself some of the locals)in my hot garage measuring noise-figure, power-output and signal purity using Brian’s (W6BY) great test equipment and technical expertise.  The testing was performed in anticipation of the 10GHz and up contest; in 2 weeks I have attached a couple of photos below:
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The only other thing that has happened this past month is that I received my certification as an ARRL QSL card checker.   Even though I was a card checker in So. Calif. in the 1990’s (at the beginning of the program) much has changed in 10+ years. So, as a newbie trying to fill the very large shoes of Mr. Stilwell, I am still trying to learn the job. The first cards I checked were from Dick Wilson, K6LRN who submitted two cards that will put him on “CW honor roll”. Congrats Dick, and thanks for being my first client.  See ya’ all at the meeting...de Rick, W6SR

August 2010 Treasurer’s Report
Balance July 1, 2010:      $1898.38
Income:
Badge

      14.00



Dues:
N6EE, W6RD,
75.00



N6DW, KG6D, N6WM
89.00

Expenses:
Badge

      12.99



CQP Plaques 2009-2010




1st Place Single Op Low 



Power Non-Ca


90.00



Joint Meeting Speakers



Lunches

28.00



Shortfall after donations



Joint meeting lunch tab


_6.30





     137.29


Balance July 31, 2010:     $1850.09
Carolyn Wilson K6TKD, Treasurer

WHY GOLD IS A CRITICAL COMPO-NENT OF ELECTRONIC CIRCUITRY
Gold is a remarkable metal with an unparalleled combination of chemical and physical properties, which make it invaluable in a wide range of everyday applications essential to our modern life. Many thousands of everyday appliances require gold to ensure a smooth performance for long period. Gold is virtually indestructible and is completely recyclable and immune to the effects of air, water and oxygen. It will not tarnish, rust or corrode. These properties make gold a vital component in many medical, industrial and electrical applications.

Gold is the most non-reactive of all metals. It never reacts with oxygen, that is why it will not rust or tarnish. The golden mask of Tutankhamen looked as brilliant when it was unearthed in 1922 as when it was entombed in 1352BC. Gold is among the most electrically conductive of all metals and is able to convey even a tiny electrical current in temperatures varying from –55° Celsius to +200 ° Celsius. It is a vital component in computers and telecommunication equipment. It is the most ductile of all metals, al-lowing it to be drawn out into tiny wires or threads without breaking. A single ounce of gold can be drawn into a wire eight kilometers long. It can be shaped and extended into extraordinarily thin sheets. One ounce of gold can be hammered into a 12 Meter-square sheet. It is the most reflective material of infrared energy. This means that high purity gold reflects up to 99% of infra-red rays. This makes gold ideal for heat and radiation reflection for astronauts and fire fighters. But at the same time, gold is also an excellent conductor thermal energy or heat. It is used to transfer heat away from delicate instruments for this reason; a 35% gold alloy is used in the main engine nozzle of the Space Shuttle, where temperatures can reach 3300° Celsius.

And now, Scientists are working to develop a process whereby gold, treated with a specific gene will be self healing, i.e., a dent or break in the gold will automatically self heal. This will prove a tremendous advantage in space exploration, and, in the future, may allow circuitry in all applications of everyday technology to self heal.

Re-printed from the “GEARS Radiator” and extracted from publication by author, Michael Tellinger with additional information from Popular Mechanics Magazine.

MOTHER LOAD DX / CONTEST CLUB

GENERAL MEETING, 
No Meeting notes taken at the July “informal”  joint meeting

Click on the Hyperlink below to check-out the MLDXCC scores in the latest contests.

http://mldxcc.org/scores.html
UP-COMING DX and Dxpeditions

Click the link below to display up-coming Announced DXpeditions:

http://www.ng3k.com/Misc/adxo.html
07 August 2010                                            A.R.I. DX Bulletin
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****  DX  INFORMATION  ****

                         ===========================

Edited by  I1JQJ & IK1ADH

Direttore Responsabile  I2VGW
3B9    - Giorgio, IZ4AKS will be active as 3B9/IZ4AKS from Rodrigues  Island (AF-017) between  28  August  and  4  September.  He  will  operate holiday style on 40-10  metres  using  100  watts  and  a  vertical placed near the sea. A few days before and after this operation  he         might be active as 3B8/IZ4AKS from Mauritius (AF-049). [TNX IZ4AKS]

4J     - Yannick, F6FYD is back to Azerbaijan until 20 August.  He  operates from  the  4K7Z  club  station  using  his  new  callsig  as  4J6FR (previously 4J0FR). QSL via F6FYD. [TNX F6AJA and les Nouvelles DX]

9L     - Four Dutch radio amateurs will be  active  from  Sierra  Leone  for three weeks in March  2011.  Arie/PA3A,  Arie/PA3AN,  Ad/PA8AD  and Bas/PD0CAV plan to operate, hopefully as 9L5MS,  on  160-10  metres CW, SSB and RTTY, using three stations with amplifers  and  several beam and vertical antennas.  The  team  will  provide  support  and raise funds for a Mercy Ships  Charity  Project.  QSL  via  PA3AWW, direct or bureau. An OQRS for direct cards  will  be  available  on the expedition's website. Further information on  the  project  can be found at www.sierraleone2011.com/sl_2011/home.php
A2     - K5LBU (A25CF), K5ZOL (A25BI), KD5TAN (A25AN), I0ZY (A25ZY),  IK1MDF (A25DF), IZ5MMB (A25MB) and  W5SL  (A25ASL)  will  be  active  from Botswana between 21 October and 4 November.  QSL  via  home  calls. They  plan  to  operate  with  three  stations  on  160-10   metres

(hopefully also on 6m) and to participate  in  the  CQ  WW  DX  SSB Contest as A25HQ (QSL via K5LBU). Financial support  to  help  with the expenses is gratefully accepted. The group  has  a  website  at www.qsl.net/a25-2010 [TNX IK1MDF]

CE     - Hector CE3FZL, Ricardo CE3HDI, Hugo  CE3BBC,  Cristian  CE3PCN  and Esteban XQ7UP will operate SSB and CW as XR2A from  the  lighthouse at Punta Angeles (Valparaiso) on 21-22 August for the  12th  annual International Lighthouse/Lightship Weekend. QSL  via  CE3BBC.  [TNX CE3FZL]

CT7    - Jose, CT1CJJ and Filipe, CT1ILT have been active holiday  style  as CR6K/p from the Southwest  Alentejo  and  Vicentine  Coast  Natural Park (www.rep.pt/ct1ilt/swalentejano2010.html) since  31  July  and will remain there until 14 August. On 7 August they will  use  that very same callsign from  Pessegueiro  Island  (EU-167).  They  will operate CW and SSB with 100 watts and a vertical antenna  near  the water. QSL via either CT1CJJ or CT1ILT. [TNX CT1ILT]

CT7    - CT1CSY, CT1GZB and CT2JXT will  participate  in  the  International  Lighthouse/Lightship Weekend  (21-22  August)  as  CR6LH  from  the lighthouse at Cape Espichel. They plan to operate on several  bands SSB, RTTY, PSK31, plus QRS CW  on  demand.  QSL  via  CT1GZB.  [TNX  CT1GZB]

DL     - Volker,  DL1WH   will   be  active  as  DF0MF  from  the  lightship "Amrumbank"  on  19-22  August,  including  participation  in   the International Lighthouse & Lightship Weekend. He plans  to  operate CW and SSB on 80, 40, 30 and 20 metres. He will be joined by  Rene,

DL7WR, who will operate PSK31, RTTY and some SSB and  FM.  QSl  via bureau or direct to DL1WH. [TNX DL1WH]

EA6    - Jacek, SP5OXJ will be active as EA6/SP5OXJ from Mallorca,  Balearic Islands (EU-004) on 8-20 August. He will be QRV mainly  on  20  and 30 metres CW and various  digital  modes  (PSK,  MFSK,  Hell,  RTTY etc.). QSL via home call, direct or bureau, and LoTW. [TNX SP5OXJ]

I      - Look for Alfredo, IK7JWX/p and others to be active from Sant'Andrea Island (EU-091) on 7-8 August, from 7  UTC to 17 UTC each day. They plan to operate on the HF bands and  6  metres  SSB,  possibly with some CW, PSK31 and RTTY. [TNX IK7JWX]

I      - Look for  IQ0FM/p  to  take part  in the  International Lighthouse/Lightship Weekend  (21-22 August) from Monte Orlando lighthouse  in Gaeta. They will operate mainly SSB on the  HF bands  and 6 metres.

All of  the  QSOs will be confirmed  automatically via the  bureau; direct cards should be sent to IZ0GZW. [TNX IZ0EGC]

J6     - The Buddies in the Caribbean DXpedition  group,  which  specializes in 100 watt or less low power radios  and  the  Buddipole  portable antenna systems,  will  be  back  to  St  Lucia  (NA-108)  on  5-13 December. This time the operators will be K4MK, K8EAB, N4LA,  N7UN, NX8L, W3FF, W4OKW and W7ZT. There  will  be  three  fixed  stations active on 160-10 metres CW,  SSB,  and  RTTY.  At  the  same  time, several teams will be battery-only, field portable either  from  St Lucia beaches or mountain tops. The group is applying for a  unique J6BP callsign for the  ARRL  10  Meter  Contest  (11-12  December),outside that event they will be signing J6/homecall. QSL via  LoTW, eQSL, or direct to the operator's home  call.  Further  information can  be  found  at   http://sites.google.com/site/caribbeanbuddies/ [TNX N7UN]

KL     - Wayne, K9YNF says he  will  "also  give  PSK31  a  try  (14070.15)" during his 16-20 August operation from Fox Island (NA-197)  [425DXN 1002]. He informs IOTA chasers that "there is  a  mandatory  'quiet time' on the island from 0600Z until 1500Z", and that he  "will  be working by call area and  countries/geographic  areas,  following the  sun".  Updates  from  the  pilot  (K9JA)  will  be  posted  to  http://dx-world.net [TNX islandchaser.com]

OH     - Rug/DJ3XG and Mario/DL5ME  will  be  active  as  OH9AA/p  from  the uninhabited island of Syvaletto (EU-126) between around 12  UTC  on 18 August and about 10 UTC on the 22nd. QSL for this  activity  via DL5ME (Mario Borstel, Zur Tonkuhle 57, 39130  Magdeburg,  Germany). [TNX DH5MM]

OX     - Masaru, JA5AQC will be active as OX1JA from the  QTH  of  OX3KQ  in  Kangerlussuaq, Greenland on 13-16 August. On 17-19 August  he  will operate as OZ5AQC from the QTH of OZ7OX in Odder, Denmark. QSL  for both callsigns via JA5AQC, direct only.

OX     - YL  operators  Waltraud DJ6US,  Evelyne  F5RPB,  Ruth IT9ESZ,  Unni LA6RHA, Ingrid LA8FOA and Inger OZ7AGR will be active as OX6YL from Kangerlussuaq,  Greenland (NA-018)  on 16-20 September.   They will operate  SSB  and CW  on  the  HF  bands. QSL via OZ7AGR, direct or bureau. [TNX LA6RHA]

PA     - Frank, DK5FT will be active as PA/DK5FT from Texel Island  (EU-038) on 16-22  August.  QSL  via  home  call,  direct  or  bureau.  [TNX rsgbiota.org]

SM     - On their way back from Syvaletto  (see  OH  above),  Rug/DJ3XG  and Mario/DL5ME will stop and be active as SI0TA  from  Seskaro  Island (EU-139) on 23-25 August. QSL via DL5ME. [TNX DH5MM]

SV     - J48LH is being used from the lighthouse at Cape  Dukato  on  Lefkas  Island (not IOTA) until 8 August. Four  stations  are  expected  to operate CW and SSB around the clock. QSL via SV3DCX. [TNX DX World]

SV     - Fred, PA1FJ will be  active  as  SV8/PA1FJ/p  from  the  island  of Kythira (EU-113) on 23-30 August. He plans to operate  SSB  and  CW on 20, 15 and 10 metres. QSL via home call, bureau preferred.  [TNX rsgbiota.org]

SV     - Niels, OZ7FOC says he will  be  active  as  SV8/OZ7FOC  from  Samos         Island (EU-049) from 29 August to 3 September.

TA     - The  TC  Special   Wireless  Activity  Team  (www.tcswat.org)  will operate under six special  callsigns  (TC2010WUC,  TC1WUC,  TC2WUC, TC3WUC,  TC6WUC  and  TC9WUC)  in  August-October  for  the   World Universities  Congress  that  will  be  held  Canakkale  on   20-24 October. Information on the relevant award can be found at  qrz.com [TNX TA0U]

T8     - Nao, JK1FNL reports that he will be active as T88NA from  Palau  on 23-26 September. He will operate CW, SSB and RTTY on 160-6  metres. QSL via home call.

UR     - Special station EM75MSD will be  active  on  all  bands  and  modes through 31 August  to  commemorate  the  75th  anniversary  of  the record set by coal miner Alexey G.  Stakhanov,  who  on  31  August 1935 was reported to have mined 102 tonnes of coal in 5  hours  and 45 minutes. QSL via UX7MA. [TNX UX7MA]

V4     - John, W5JON will be active again as V47JA from  St  Kitts  (NA-104) from 20 October to 10 November, with a SOAB entry in the CQ  WW  DX SSB Contest. He will be QRV on 160-10  metres,  60m  included.  QSLvia W5JON. [TNX W5JON]

VE     - Don VE1AOE, Paul VE1MPM and Dana VE1VOX  will  be  active  as  VB1H from Harris, Tusket Islands (NA-126) on 11-15 August. They plan  to operate CW and SSB on the HF  bands  with  two  stations.  QSL  via VE3EXY. [TNX islandchaser.com]

VE     - Juergen, DL7RV will  be  active  as  VO2/NF6J  from  Battle  Island (NA-044) on 3-10 September. He plans to operate CW only on 30,  20, 17, 15 and 12  metres.  QSL  via  DL7RV,  direct  or  bureau.  [TNX rsgbiota.org]

XU     - Laurent,  F8ATM  will  be  active  as  XU7ATM  from  Sihanoukville, Cambodia on 10-17 August. He will operate SSB and RTTY  on  the  HF bands. QSL via F8ATM, direct or  bureau,  and  LoTW;  logsearch  on Club Log (www.clublog.org).

XV     - Mal, VK6LC will be again from Vietnam  between  12  August  and  10 September. He will operate  SSB  and  CW  from  Ho  Chi  Minh  City (XV2LC) and the Mekong Delta (XV4LC). QSL direct to VK6LC.  Further information can be found at qrz.com under XV2LC and XV4LC.

                         ===========================

*** 4 2 5  D X  N E W S ***

****  GOOD TO KNOW ... ****

                         ===========================

Edited by  I1JQJ & IK1ADH

Direttore Responsabile  I2VGW

AMATEUR RADIO IN ETHIOPIA ---> Sid  May  (ET3SID),  a  British  resident  in Ethiopia for decades, coached four young  Ethiopians,  all  members  of  the Ethiopian Amateur Radio  Society  (EARS),  through  the  RSGB  International Amateur Radio Exam. All four now have the qualification to get an  Ethiopian licence;  however,  they  cannot  apply  for  callsigns  until    they  have equipment, which is simply beyond their means. Several amateurs  made  offer of help and it was decided to form  a  simple  appeal  to  raise  funds  and accept donations of equipment so that these four young amateurs can  get  on the air. The appeal is called Amateur Radio  In  Ethiopia  (ARIE):  complete

information on the project and details on how to  donate  can  be  found  at

http://groups.google.com/group/ETsupportfund/web/faq [TNX GD6TWF]

CLOSING LOGS ---> Paul, ON6DP will  close  the  logs  for  ON5DXL,  OQ50USA,OT0X, OT3M and OT7EPL on 31 December. Should you  need  a  QSL  for  any  of these callsigns, please send a direct request to Paul Delmelle, Grand  Route 58, 4122 Neupre, Belgium. [TNX ON6DP]

EU HF CHAMPIONSHIP ---> Organized by the Slovenia Contest Club, this  year's event will take place on 7 August, from 12 UTC to 23.59 UTC. Only Europe  to Europe contacts count.  Rules  at  http://lea.hamradio.si/scc/euhf/euhfc.htm

[TNX S50XX]

QSL EK6LP ---> The QSL  route  is  via  RN4LP,  direct  only  (Vladislav  V.

Lakeev, P.O.Box 208, Dimitrovgrad, 433512, Russia). As  for  LoTW,  he  says that a QSO will be uploaded to the system  only  after  his  receives  "your e-mail request" or replies "to your paper QSL sent  direct".  QSOs  made  in contest "will be uploaded six months later". Bureau and eQSL cards will  not be honoured. [TNX RN4LP]

QSLLING CYPRUS STATIONS ---> "The QSL bureau of  the  Cyprus  Amateur  Radio

Society is receiving large numbers of QSLs that cannot be delivered  to  the intended recipient, because that station has a QSL manager outside  Cyprus",Alan Jubb, 5B4AHJ (CARS QSL Bureau Manager) says. The problem is  threefold:

(a) those generating the QSLs are not bothering  to  check  to  see  if  the

station has a manager; 

(b) even if a manager's call is written on  the  QSL, many QSL bureaux are still sending the QSL to Cyprus;  

(c)  QSLs  for  calls 5B/DXcall are being sent to Cyprus when either they should be  sent  to  the manager, or in the absence of a manager, they should be sent to  the  bureau for the home call. Alan has has produced a list  of  stations  with  foreign

managers, which can be found at www.shacklog.co.uk/5BForeignManagers.htm

SABLE ISLAND 2010 ---> Gary Bartlett, VE1RGB has  joined  the  Sable  Island

[425DXN 999]  DXpedition  team."Everything  remains  on  track  for  22-31 October", N0TG says. The callsigns will be CY0/AA4VK,CY0/AI5P,  CY0/N0TG,CY0/VE1RGB and CY0/WA4DAN. The preferred QSL route is  via  the  Online  QSL Request  Service;  QSL  instructions  and  options are listed  on  the expedition's website at www.cy0dxpedition.com

TOP LISTS ---> The latest Topband, Topmode  and  Toplist    listings    are 

now available  at www.425dxn.org/awards/toplist/index.html.  Please   note  that QSOs confirmed through LoTW or included in on-line  logs  are  eligible for listing. Send  send  your  scores,  as  well as   any    request    for further information, to Erminio Pandocchi, I2EOW (i2eow[@]fastwebnet.it)

+ SILENT KEYS + Recently reported Silent Keys include  John  Adams  (G3YNC), Nuccio Meoli (I0YKN), Paolo  Gori  (I5ZJK), Elliott  K.  Klein  (K7ER)  and Fergus Walshe O'Shea (YV1NX).

QSLs received direct or through managers: 3A2MD, 3B8CF, 4J3M,  4L8M,  4M5IR,

4U1UN, 4U64UN, 4W6AL,  5B4AIA,  5K4T,  5K8T,  5N3WQK,  5N50K,  5N7M,  5W0AP,

5W0CF, 5W0HH, 5W0NM, 5W0WL, 6V7Q, 6Y1V, 6Y5WJ, 7P8YI, 8R1PY,  9H1AL,  9U1KI,

9X0CW, A25NW, A25NW, A41LD, A61BK, A65BD, A71CT, AT10BP,  BA8AG/4  (AS-136),

BU2AQ, BY8DX, C31CT,  C36PP,  C91R,  CK8G  (NA-182),  CO4SM,  CP6UA,  CX7CO,

DU1EV, DU9/DL5SDF (OC-130), E4X, E51LEO,  E51NAA,  E51PMR,  E51SNL,  E51XIW,

E74A, EA9GW, ED9NA, EK1KE,  EK5KE,  EP3SMH,  ER0WW,  ER4DX,  ER4ER,  ER4KAA,

ER65V, EX2T,  EZ8AQ,  FO/N6JA,  FP/K9OT,  FS/W6IZT,  FW1W,  H44MY  (OC-127),

H44WG,  HC1HC,  HC1JQ,  HK0/N0AT,  HP3DX,  J38XX,  J5UAP,    JD1BNF,  JY4NE,

KH2/N2NL, MS0INT (EU-118), OA4DKC, OD5/DL6SN, OD5ET,  OG20YL,  OY2J,  OY3AA,

PZ5RA,  RA9AU,  ST2AR,  SV5/LZ1WL, SV9GPV,  T30XG,  T32CI  (OC-281),  T32MI (OC-279), T32SI (OC-280), T32VI (OC-282),T77C,T77NM, T88AT, T88CF,  TI5XP, TK5MH, TL0A, TN5SN, TO2T, TX1B (OC-032), UK9AA, UN3M, V63AKA, V63JQ,  V63JY, V63TR, VK7GN, VP8DLM, VP9BO, VQ9ZZ,  VR2009EAG,  VY0V  (NA-231),  W8XGI/KH2, XE2WWW, XR0Y, XV2RZ,  XV3RRC  (AS-157),  XV4D  (AS-128),  XV7RRC  (AS-162),YB4IR, YI9PSE, YW5F (SA-058), YW9A, Z21BB,Z21DXI,  ZA1FD,  ZB2FRK, ZC4VJ, ZL/IK1PMR, ZM4M (OC-203), ZP8AE, ZS8M, ZW5B (SA-025), ZY0F, ZZ6Z (SA-023).

For a complete list of up-coming contests from WA7BNM see:

http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/perpetualcal.php
	WAE DX Contest, CW
	0000Z, Aug 14 to 2359Z, Aug 15

	+ Maryland-DC QSO Party
	1600Z, Aug 14 to 2400Z, Aug 15

	+ Run for the Bacon QRP Contest
	0100Z-0300Z, Aug 16

	+ SARTG WW RTTY Contest
	0000Z, Aug 21 to 1600Z, Aug 22

	+ ARRL 10 GHz and Up Contest
	0600 local, Aug 21 to 2400 local, Aug 22

	+ North American QSO Party, SSB
	1800Z, Aug 21 to 0600Z, Aug 22

	+ New Jersey QSO Party
	2000Z, Aug 21 to 0200Z, Aug 23

	+ Ohio QSO Party
	1600Z, Aug 28 to 0400Z, Aug 29

	 
	

	September 2010

	+ All Asian DX Contest, Phone
	0000Z, Sep 4 to 2400Z, Sep 5

	+ WAE DX Contest, SSB
	0000Z, Sep 11 to 2359Z, Sep 12

	+ ARRL September VHF QSO Party
	1800Z, Sep 11 to 0300Z, Sep 13

	+ North American Sprint, CW
	0000Z-0400Z, Sep 12

	+ ARRL 10 GHz and Up Contest
	0600 local, Sep 18 to 2400 local, Sep 19

	+ Washington State Salmon Run
	1600Z, Sep 18 to 2400Z, Sep 19

	+ North American Sprint, SSB
	0000Z-0400Z, Sep 19

	+ Run for the Bacon QRP Contest
	0100Z-0300Z, Sep 20

	+ CQ Worldwide DX Contest, RTTY
	0000Z, Sep 25 to 2400Z, Sep 26

	+ Texas QSO Party
	1400Z, Sep 25 to 2000Z, Sep 26


Propagation Forecast Bulletin  

Solar Update
	[image: image18.jpg]



The Sun, as seen on Thursday, August 5, 2010 from NASA's SOHO Extreme Ultraviolet Imaging Telescope. This MDI (Michelson Doppler Imager) image was taken in the continuum near the Ni I 6768 Angstrom line. The most prominent features are the sunspots. This is very much how the Sun looks in the visible range of the spectrum.


Tad "There lands the Fiend, a spot like which perhaps Astronomer in the Sun's lucent Orbe through his glaz'd Optic Tube yet never saw" Cook, K7RA, reports: Both the sunspot numbers and solar flux declined this week, with the average daily sunspot numbers down more than 15 points to 20.3 and the average daily solar flux down nearly 4 points to 81.4. A new sunspot group emerged Wednesday, and two more may be coming on Thursday. Geomagnetic activity was high, due to a coronal mass ejection that sent Wednesday's planetary A index to 42; a second CME may hit earth Thursday. The predicted planetary A index for August 5-9 is 35, 15, 7, 5 and 5. Look for more information -- including a look at the three-month moving average of daily sunspot numbers that rose more than four points to 20.4, as well as the outlook for the near term -- on the ARRL Web site on Friday, August 6. For more information concerning radio propagation, visit the ARRL Technical Information Service Propagation page. 
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2010 Meeting Dates:

June 12
July 24 (Joint meeting in Stockton)
August 14
September 18
October 9
November 13
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Comments or questions on this bureau's operation may be directed to kc6awx@arrl.net See the W6 Bureau home.
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