Volume 13, Number 02
FEBRUARY 2008
The Nugget

The Newsletter of the Mother Lode DX/Contest Club

YOUR 2008 CLUB DUES ARE NOW PAYABLE!!
$15/yr.pay at the Jan 08’ meeting or mail to Treasurer Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD, Box  273, Somerset, CA 95684-0273

MEETING DATE, LOCATION & PROGRAM 

What:. Our program will be the Five Star 3B7 DXpedition video.  
Where: Mountain Mike's Pizza in Martell,  Mtn Mike's is located where the Round Table Pizza was. It is in the shopping center with Save-Mart-ex Albertson's on Highway 88, just west off Highway 49. Our meeting room is reserved from 11AM-3PM.
When: Saturday, 23rd February at our regular time (The room is reserved from 11AM-3PM.)

FROM THE PREZ
DUES ARE DUE! 

Basic dues are $15 minimum. It is $10 more, if you want a paper copy of the ‘Nugget’. Donations gladly accepted. Please, pay at meeting…next best, mail to Treasurer, Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD at Box 273, Somerset, CA., 95684-0273.

February meeting agenda (Time “suggested”):

11:30
(Pre-meeting Board Meeting)

12:00
Call to order and Agenda Review

12:05
Officer Roll Call

12:08
Old business

•
Minutes review and acceptance

•
Treasurer report, including presentation of proposed budget or issues

•
Committee reports, if any

•
Meeting dates (approve/amend)

•
Recognition of achievements, milestones and other.

12:30
New business

•
New Members?

•
Contest planning

•
Upcoming DX

•
Presentation ideas

•
Review action items

13:15
Guest Speaker/presentations: 

15:00
Adjourn

Contesting

Looks like a lot of good scores coming in for the ARRL DX CW contest.  Hope many had a good time.  I’m looking forward to the ARRL DX SSB coming up the first weekend in March.  

Family and work has kept me quite busy this year, and I’ve done less contesting that I’d like. I’m looking forward to having some time to rebuild my station this year.  I have an intermittent problem that seems to show up most often when I’ve made a couple of attempts at a good DX, or I’m half way through a contest, and 40 and 80 suddenly become unusable.  I either have an RF problem (I’ve added a couple hundred bucks worth of torroids to the station cabling), a set up problem with my microKeyer, or some other problem.  It seems I “cure” it only to have it rise up again when I least need it <grin>.  

DX?

Last February, 3YOX was the hot DX.  This year we have VP6DX.  I’ve managed to work them on four bands, three on SSB and three on CW.  I’m still listening for southeast Asia (zone 26) and northeast Africa (zone 34) to complete WAZ.  I’ve finally set up the VE7CC’s CC Cluster program to give an alarm when stations show up.  I have it set for 3D*, 3W*, XU*, XU7DLH, XW* and XW1B, and for 5A*, ST* and SU*.  I also set it up to only show west coast NA spots.  It was quite a surprise, while deeply engrossed in a project, to find myself informed by a loud female voice, not my wife’s, that the DX I was looking for was spotted.  While it has not helped me put more DX in the log, it has kept me on my toes!

Rich; NU6T@ARRL.net; 916-962-2431

Member news/feedback/Announcements.

Sell:

Vauuum Variable Capacitor,  QRO parts

Jennings UCSL 1500 1500 pF, 3KV, HI Pot tested, to 3KV,   Factory Silver Conductor strap, Clamps, Chassis Mount Bracket.   Good C1 Choice in KW Pi Net,

 $150. Other QRO parts,  Roller Coils, Vac Variables, HV mica doorknobs, Turns Counters, etc..Contact me, Pat Barthelow    (916) 315-9271, aa6eg@hotmail.com
http://www.jamesburgdish.org

RADIOFEST in Monterey

Now 2 days, Radiofest has matured into a really great event.  This is the last year in small Venue.  Next year it goes big time in a full blown conference Center.  The year, the Speaker lineup is particularly good, and Includes Active Astronauts, Kenny Jensen, the Bulder of the worlds first Nanotube radio, a Sat Eve BBQ and a Sunday Program. Check :  http://www.radiofest.org for further details.

Below is a reference on Nanotube Radios: http://www.physics.berkeley.edu/research/zettl/projects/nanoradio/radio.html
FOR SALE: “Antenna Blowout”.

ICOM  AH 7000 Discone antenna. Receives 25-1300 Mhz. Low power transmits on Ham Bands starting with 6 Meters through 1,200 MHz. Includes 50’ of Coax and BNC. $90.00 5 out of 5 on eHam reviews

Four element 20 meter mono-bander. Not your Dad’s Wilson 420. Re engineered to current ARRL antenna specs for 4 element mono-bander With counter balance and wind load compensation. Gravity friendly under-slung elements, Boom 25’9” Wilson M420 manual included. Picture available. $250.00

Force 12 EF240. Two element 40 meter beam with linear loading. Boom 18’ antenna weighs 32#.  No Traps, coils, electric motors. $250 with manual

Both of the beams are on my tower and are used daily. I have pictures of the installation. Buy them both and I’ll throw in the mast. We’ll take them down from a No climb crackup tower.  nd6sarrl@sbcglobal.net
Project antennas from the woodpile:

KLM 10 meter BIG STICKER. Five element monobander with dual driven elements. Bakelight brackets have failed…I have replacement parts from a KT34XA that I junked. I have the manual, too. $90-bucks. You haul. In a few years, please don’t remind me that I almost gave this one away. 

Cushcraft 2 meter monster. EME, etc. Seventeen elements on very long boom. $80-bucks. I’ve used with just 13 elements on small mast. 

Gap Voyager DX IV  Low band vertical. Great small lot antenna for 160-80-40 and 20 meters.  Forty-five ft tall, 30 #. This antenna needs repairs. I bought $60-bucks worth of new parts and just can’t get motivated to put it up. I have manual and documentation. $100.00.  Cost 400.00 new Contact me via email nd6sarrl@sbcglobal.net or 209-267-5958. Ray ND6S. I live in the foothills near Sutter Creek. Shipping would be an expensive option. 
I was DU3/AD6E for 4.5 weeks Dec/Jan. K3/100 and a center fed Zepp up about 50ft. Only 60 QSOs and quite disappointed with the lack of activity in Asia. Quite often I'd turn on the rig and tune the bands and hear zero signals. I thought it was a bad antenna, but other times Asia would boom in nicely and I found a couple of weak but workable openings to EU. Never heard ANY NA stations even during west coast sunrise.
For the future we're trying to buy some land on the west coast of DU3 with tower and aluminum possibilities. No CC&Rs over there. Yet! 73, Al AD6E
KI6CG is listed as having 330 countries confirmed on the Honor Roll but I’m still waiting for the plaque.de George, KI6CG
EDITOR’S NOTES

With the break in the weather, and of course Norm’s help, as well as Jim, WX6V  the up-hill 40M rotating dipole came down and went to WX6V’s for future installation.

Also, the 160M vertical was in the overdrive mode this month, adding another 7 countries to the 160M count, that was at 98.   This month I added the following new ones on 160M: J5C, CU2A, UU4JMG, PI4COM, 5K3T, TI9KK (PH & CW), JD1BLY,and 4U1UN. Now I need to collect the cards, and add a 160M DXCC to the wall in old shack.

I refurbished the DX Engineering 10 element log periodic (covering 10M thru 17M) and Norm, Jim (WX6V) and Bob (W1RH) put it up on the 50’ tower Monday of this week.  How does it work?  Let’s just say KILLER is its’ nickname.  HI HI
Well by now I'm sure all of you have worked the VP6DX DXpedition.  In the space of 7mins, I worked em’ on 20CW, 40CW, 80PH and 80CW.  These guys are fast, good and know propagation.  As it turns out, I don’t need VP6 anywhere but on 6M, and I ain’t holding my breath, HI HI.  Enough for now, CU all the 23rd.  de Rick W6SR 
The "No-Excuses" 160M Antenna

By: John Miller, K6MM

This antenna is designed for stations having a difficult time putting a decent signal on 160M from small or CC&R'd lots. It is a 27 ft. vertical antenna, made from three 10 ft. PVC sections bolted together and ½ wavelength of antenna wire helically wound around the PVC sections. A capacitance hat is on top, and the antenna is fed with a 50-ohm feedline. Total cost for all parts is less than $90 and assembly is pretty simple.  Construction time is about 6-7 hours.

Parts List

Home Depot

- one 10' length, 2" diameter schedule 40 PVC

- one 10' length, 1-1/2" diameter schedule 40

PVC

- one 10' length, 1" diameter schedule 40 PVC

- one 1" diameter PVC end cap

- one 2" diameter PVC end cap

- one 1/4" x 3 1/4" threaded bolt

- one 1/4" x 2 3/4" threaded bolt

- one 1/4" x 1 ft. threaded aluminum rod

- two 3 ft. length brass rods

- 4 1/4" diameter nuts (Home Depot)

- 4 1/4" diameter washers (Home Depot)

- one can Rust-Oleum Spray Paint (dark green)

Radio Shack

- 2 packets, multipurpose posts (RS 274-661)

- 1 packet, crimp-on spade tongues (RS 64-408)

- 1 packet, alligator clips (Radio Shack has them)

Misc

- one 500 ft. roll, #14 insulated stranded wire(antenna element)

- one roll of your favorite ground wire for radials (insulated or uninsulated)

- one roll duct tape (2" wide)

- one SO-239 chassis mount coax socket and mounting screws/nuts

Tools Needed

- Soldering iron,

- solder,

- glue/glue gun,

- hacksaw, drill, 1/8" drill bit,

- 1/4" drill bit, felt marker pen

Construction

PVC Painting

Using a can of Rust-0Leum Paint For Plastic, the first step was to make the PVC pipe environmentally friendly by spray painting all 3 pieces green. This was easily done by suspending each 10 ft. section from 2 pieces of nylon rope between 2 branches of a convenient backyard tree.

Prepare the bottom of the 2" PVC section for ground and coax connections. First, place the 2" PVC cap on the bottom of the section to make sure it won't interfere with the coax connector and internal wiring. Use a felt marker to mark the border between the bottom cap and the PVC section. Remove cap.  Drill holes for the SO-239 center section and attachment screws. I centered my connector 2- 1/4" from the bottom edge of the section.  Drill 1/8" holes for the binding posts and groundto-SO-239 hole. I made one antenna post hole and 2 ground post holes. (Note: In retrospect, 3 ground post holes would be better, placed 120 deg. apart). Antenna post is placed 2" from the bottom edge and ground posts 1-1/2" from the bottom edge to prevent shorting. I placed the antenna post about

45 degrees from the coax connector.  1 ground post was placed immediately beneath the coax connector and one other was placed on the side of the PVC opposite the coax connector. Stated another way, place the 3 binding posts equidistant from each other around the PVC section, antenna post 2" from the bottom, and ground posts 1-1/4" from the bottom. Write "A" next to the antenna post hole and "G" next to the ground post holes.

Coax Connector/Antenna Binding Post

Preparation

Solder a 4" piece of #14 insulated wire to the center connector of an SO-239. Push the wire into the prepared SO-239 hole in the 2" PVC tube and attach the SO-239 to the PVC using 3 of the 4 mounting holes. Attach the other end of the insulated wire to the inner section of the antenna post using a spade tongue. Secure with the binding post nut, and solder.  Cut a 6" section of #14 insulated wire and solder (or crimp) spade lugs on both ends. Connect one end outside the PVC to the remaining SO-239 screw, and secure the final SO-239 screw.  Connect the other end of #14 wire to the closest ground binding post on the outside of the PVC. Inside the PVC, attach another piece of #14 between the 2 ground binding posts—essentially connecting both ground binding posts and the base of the coax connector together. Secure with nuts, and solder. Take care not to short the antenna and ground braids.  Glue each binding post to the PVC, inside and outside. Place a red binding post cap on the antenna post, and black binding post caps on the ground posts. You'll be glad you did when it's 1:00 a.m. and you have to work on the antenna.

PVC Mast Preparation

Cut 2' 6" from the 10' length of 1" diameter PVC. Next, prepare the 1" and 1-1/2" 10' PVC for assembly using duct tape. 
Step 1.Wrap duct tape around the bottom 2" of the 1" and 1-1/2" PVC pipes.
Step 2. With the 1-1/2" pipe, wrap another section of the PVCwith duct tape between 22"and 24" from the bottom of the pipe.

Step 3. With the 1" PVC section, wrap a second section of the PVC with duct tape between 9-1/2" and 11-1/2" from the bottom.Note: Use enough duct tape to ensure a good telescoping fit is created between PVC sections when assembled. 1" PVC and 1-1/2" PVC Wrapped and Ready For
Assembly

Telescope the PVC sections together. Stop when the top edge of the upper duct tape wrap of the 1- 1/2" and 1" PVC lengths are level with the top edge of the lower PVC section. The 1 1/2" PVC section will extend 2' into the 2" bottom PVC section, and the 1" PVC section will extend 11- 1/2" into the 1 1/2" PVC section.  With the lower joint (2" and 1-1/2" sections), drill a 1/4" hole through both sections 1' down from the top of the 2" section. With the upper joint (1-1/2" and 1" sections), drill a 1/4" hole through both sections 6" down from the top of the 1-1/2" section. With a 3-1/4" bolt, nut, and washer, fasten the 2" and 1-1/4" sections together. With a 2-3/4" bolt, nut, and washer, fasten the 1" and 1-1/2" sections together.  Drill a 1/8" hole 1" from the top of the 1" PVC section and attach a red-capped binding post to it, using a nut and glue to secure it. This will be the antenna-to-capacitance hat attachment point.

Wire Winding

Prepare a 1/2-wavelength length of wire for your desired center frequency. I chose 1.825 MHz. Using the formula 468/1.825 = 256' 5" of wire. Using our kitchen table, which measured 5 ft long and a large coffee can with 2 large screws protruding from sides at the top and bottom 180 deg apart (to keep the wire from falling off the can as it was being wound), my XYL "unwound" the wire from the spool, while I wound it onto the coffee can. 50x across the kitchen table = 250' + an additional 6' 5" did it. Cut the wire, adding a few extra inches for experimentation, but keep the 256' 5" point marked: that length worked for me.  Antenna Wire Wrapping All 3 Sections Wire-Wrapped If you use insulated wire, remove the insulation for several feet from the attachment point; it'll make future adjustment easier. Attach the wire to an antenna binding post at the bottom of the 2" PVC section and start winding your 1/2-wavelength section of wire to the mast. Ideally, make the spacing as large as possible. I "eyeballed" my winding, and found a 1/2" pitch to work best. Use duct tape wraps every few feet on the PVC to secure the windings. As you near the end of each PVC section, take care to avoid the bolts with the wire. As you wind the 1-1/2" section you'll know if you need to increase or decrease the winding pitch. When you've

reached the end of the wire, solder a spade tongue to it and attach the wire to the antenna binding post with the red cap at the top of the 1"

PVC section.

Note: For a permanent installation you can skip this step. At both PVC joints, cut the antenna wire, strip insulation from the ends and solder an alligator clip to each end. Clip the wires back together. This will allow you to easily take apart and reassemble the antenna as needed.

Capacitance Hat Construction

Drill four 1/8" holes 90 degrees apart in the 1" PVC cap, 1" from the bottom of the cap. Drill another 1/8" hole beside one of these holes. Insert the brass rods into the cap, forming an "X." Take a 6" piece of #14 insulated wire, put it through the 1/8" hole not used by the brass rods, and wrap it around the junction of the two brass rods inside the PVC cap. Solder the rod-and-wire connection. Connect the ends of the brass rods together with bare solid wire, as well as another "square" of wire connecting the brass rods midway between the rod ends and the PVC cap. I used #14 gauge copper wire.

Inside Top PVC Cap

Attach the PVC cap to the top of the 1" PVC section. Secure the wire outside the PVC cap to the top antenna binding post using a spade lug. It’s important to have a good electrical connection between the antenna wire and capacitance hat. Note: For a permanent installation there's no reason not to attach and

solder the top of the antenna wire directly to the center of the capacitance hat.

Bottom Cap Preparation

With a hacksaw, cut a 1' section of 1/4" threaded aluminum rod. Drill a 1/4" hole in the bottom of the 2" PVC cap and also through the center of a piece of scrap plywood (about 1 ft. square). Run the threaded rod through the 1/4" hole in the cap, and then through the plywood. Attach a pair of nuts and washers on the threaded rod inside the cap and on the other side of the plywood.

When tightened, leave 2" of rod inside the cap, taking care that it won't touch the base section antenna and ground wiring when attached to the mast. Leave 10" of threaded rod sticking out from the bottom of the plywood. The plywood base serves as a stabilizing platform to ease final installation of the vertical. By gently standing on it and pushing, you can easily drive the 10" of threaded rod into the ground.

Guying And Bracing

In my case, I attach the mast to my back fence at the 6' point. I keep a section of nylon rope attached at 12', wrapped around a tree limb, and secure the rope tightly at ground level. Your guying/bracing will depend upon where you place the antenna.  Erecting The Antenna After bolting the PVC sections together, attach the capacitance hat (don't forget the wire-to antenna binding post connection). Place the bottom 2" PVC cap/plywood base in the ground where you want the antenna to stand. Raise the 27 ft. antenna, bracing the bottom against the ground. Carry the antenna to the plywood base and set it into the PVC cap. One person can carry/mount the antenna but two people makes it easier. Guy or brace according to your needs. Antenna against fence to left of the pine tree
Radial Wires

Of course, use as many ground radial wires as possible, ideally cut for 160m. One 160m 1/4- wavelength ground, together with 1/4wavelength wires for other bands, is better than nothing at all, but the more, the merrier. I used #16 stranded insulated wire soldered to spade lugs, and then attached to the ground posts.

Performance

Attach your 50-Ohm coax. I used a borrowed MFJ 249B antenna analyzer to check for resonance. I hope you're as lucky as I was with resonance at 1.830 MHz, and a 50 KHz bandwidth, with <2:1 SWR. If the antenna isn't resonant, adjust the antenna wire length from the bottom of the antenna. Overall, this antenna works pretty well on 160M.  It's a solid performer from KH6/KL7 to the

Mississippi and decent performance to the W/VE East Coast. For DX, the Pacific, Caribbean, and Central America are strongest. Europe is weakest. 
Summary

This is not "the" perfect antenna for 160M, but for a small lot, or where CC&R's are strictly enforced, this little vertical is a good alternative to an inverted-L or dipole. Making it "stealth

green" helps too.  Good luck with your 160M efforts. Let me know if I can help.

73, John, K6MM

Email: k6mm@arrl.net
See the following location for photos and more details of the project:

http://www.k6mm.com/pages/ant-v160.html
Update

Changes made since building Version 1.0:

-Re-wound the antenna wire using 3 conductor #14 stranded wire-Hot-glued the antenna wire to the PVC pipe for extra stability-Improved the ground system with more radials

February 2008 Treasurer’s Report

Balance January 1,2007:   $534.29
Income:                    $280..00
Expenses:


     36.00
Balance February 31, 2007: $778.29
Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD, Treasurer

General Meeting Minutes, 26 January 2008.

Shirley Rose, AA6K, Vice President, called the meeting to order at 12:25 PM at Mountain Mike’s Pizza in Martell, CA, with 18 members in attendance.

Officers’ Roll Call.  Present were Vice President Shirley, Directors Norm Wilson, N6JV and George Campbell, KG6OJV, Treasurer Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD and Secretary Kay Anderson, K6KO.

Secretary’s Minutes and Treasurer’s Report.  The Secretary’s Minutes and Treasurer’s Reports of 11 November 2007 were accepted as printed in the January Nugget newsletter. 

Membership and Dues.  The application for Tim Coad, NU6S, was read and voted upon, and Tim was accepted as a new member.  Members were reminded that the 2008 dues are now due.

Achievements.  K6AO ranked 3rd nationwide in class 1A.  CQP 2007 scores should be out in March.

Next Meeting Venue, Meeting Schedule and Future Programs.  The 23 February meeting will again be held at Mountain Mike’s Pizza in Amador Plaza (Save Mart) in Martell, CA at 11:30 AM; program will be the Five Star 3B7 DXpedition video.  The meeting dates for the remainder of the year are posted in the current Nugget, with only the July joint meeting with the NCCC as an issue.  It was decided by the group to strike the meeting for December since it occurs so close to Christmas, and weather is always an issue at that time of year. A new venue for the July joint meeting with the NCCC was suggested:  Several members have eaten at the Lodi Brewery in downtown Lodi, giving it high marks for location and the quality of both food and service.  The restaurant has a large meeting room and an event manager, and most entrees are apparently in the $15 dollar range.  This location would be approximately an hour closer for the Bay Area attendees.  The restaurant will be checked out and reported on at either the February or March meeting.  A future program on chokes will be split into two 90-minute sessions to be scheduled for the March and possibly May meetings. 

Discussion.  Ken Anderson, K6TA, led a discussion of the issue currently before the DX Advisory Committee regarding remote station operations.  These stations would be used for DX only, not for contests, since the control point must be in the same country as the station, and delays would be an additional issue for contesting.  The meeting was then opened for a discussion of equipment damage resulting from the recent winter storms and members were advised of a Website detailing reports from private weather stations, www.weatherunderground.com, and miscellany, including an announcement that a good CW and SSB vanity call, N6NMM, would soon become available at the end of the two-year grace period following expiration of the license.  Anyone interested should check the FCC database for the exact date.    

Program and Adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned at 1:05 PM and following a short break, James Brooks’ video of the recent BS7H Scarborough Reef DXpedition was aired. 

Kay Anderson, K6KO, Secretary 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Old Foothill Flea Market

1st Sunday of each month at DeAnza College, intersection of I280 and State Highway 85.    The flea market is going under the name "ASVARA"

Livermore Swap Meet

 (see website for new location), 7:00 AM to noon, all year.  Talk in 147.045 from the west 145.35 from the east. Check at: larkswap.com 
(SELECT) UP-COMING CONTESTS
CQ 160-Meter Contest, SSB 0000Z, Feb 23 to 2359Z, Feb 24 

UBA DX Contest, CW 1300Z, Feb 23 to 1300Z, Feb 24 

North American QSO Party, RTTY 1800Z, Feb 23 to 0600Z, Feb 24 Russian PSK WW Contest 2100Z, Feb 22 to 2100Z, Feb 23 

CQ 160-Meter Contest, SSB 0000Z, Feb 23 to 2359Z, Feb 24 

Mississippi QSO Party 1500Z, Feb 23 to 0300Z, Feb 24 

North American QSO Party, RTTY 1800Z, Feb 23 to 0600Z, Feb 24 

North Carolina QSO Party 1700Z, Feb 24 to 0300Z, Feb 25 

NCCC Sprint 0330Z-0400Z, Feb 29 

March, 2008………………………………………………………………………………………… 

ARRL Inter. DX Contest, SSB 0000Z, Mar 1 to 2400Z, Mar 2 

ARS Spartan Sprint 0200Z-0400Z, Mar 4 

NCCC Sprint 0330Z-0400Z, Mar 7 

Oklahoma QSO Party 1400Z, Mar 8 to 0200Z, Mar 9 and 

  1300Z-1900Z, Mar 9 

Idaho QSO Party 1900Z, Mar 8 to 1900Z, Mar 9 

North American Sprint, RTTY 0000Z-0400Z, Mar 9 

UBA Spring Contest, CW 0700Z-1100Z, Mar 9 

Wisconsin QSO Party 1800Z, Mar 9 to 0100Z, Mar 10 

NCCC Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Mar 14 

10-10 Int. Mobile Contest 0001Z-2359Z, Mar 15 

Russian DX Contest 1200Z, Mar 15 to 1200Z, Mar 16 

Feld Hell Sprint 1500Z-1700Z, Mar 15 

Virginia QSO Party 1800Z, Mar 15 to 0200Z, Mar 17 

UBA Spring Contest, 6m 0700Z-1100Z, Mar 16 

Run for the Bacon QRP Contest 0100Z-0300Z, Mar 17 

RSGB 80m Club Championship, SSB 2000Z-2130Z, Mar 20 

NCCC Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Mar 21 

BARTG Spring RTTY Contest 0200Z, Mar 22 to 0200Z, Mar 24 

UBA Spring Contest, 2m 0600Z-1000Z, Mar 23 

NCCC Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Mar 28 

CQ WW WPX Contest, SSB 0000Z, Mar 29 to 2359Z, Mar 30
INTERNATIONAL DX CONVENTION IN VISALIA. (Sponsored by the Southern California DX Club). Press Release dated January 16th: "To all DXers, The convention committee just wanted to let you know that registrations for this year's convention are now being accepted. You can get registration information and download the convention registration form at:http://www.dxconvention.org/registration.html.  If you have problems downloading the registration form, please send an E-mail to visalia@dxconvention.org with your mailing address, and we will mail you a copy. While you are there please take a look around the new convention Website (www.dxconvention.org), many of the pages are now being updated on a regular basis. Notices of updates, news and information can be found on the breaking news page. So check the site often to keep up on all the happenings." 73 & Good DX 2008 Int. DX Conv. CommitteeE-mail: visalia@dxconvention.org
Kosova Press Release # 2 February 17, 2008.  In addition to the individual multi-national Amateur Radio operators (G3TXF, N7NG, OH2BH, OH2PM, ON8NC and W3UR) currently in Kosova and operating with UNMIK licenses, the group will soon begin activity as YU8/OH2R.  The team currently has two stations and will begin activity on 7 to 28 MHz on SSB and CW.  For more details about the project please check the QRZ.COM listing forOH2R.  QSL YU8/OH2R via OH2BN.(The above release may be forward) Bernie McClenny, W3UR
425 DX NEWS # 876
5X     - Nick, G3RWF  will be  active  again as  5X1NH  from Uganda  from  23 February  to  22  March.  It  will  be  a  "largely  holiday   style operation". QSL via home call. [TNX NG3K]

FR     - Jean Mary,  F8CHM  will  be active as  FR5EZ  from  Reunion  Island (AF-016) between 22 February and 21 March. Expect activity on the HF bands and 6 metres CW and SSB. QSL via home call. [TNX F5NQL]

I      - Luigi, IV3LNQ reports he will operate again as IA3GM during the year to commemorate Guglielmo  Marconi and  his ship "Elettra". QSL  via home call.

KH0    - Yu, 7K3BKY will operate as AI4GN/AH0  from Saipan (OC-086) on  17-21 February, including  some limited  activity during  the ARRL  DX  CW Contest. [TNX NG3K]

LY     - Eleven LY90 special event stations will  be active from 16  February to 16 March to commemorate the 90th anniversary of the  proclamation of the Republic  of Lithuania:  LY90A (operated  by LY2ZZ),  LY90BFV (LY2BFV), LY90BY  (LY3BY),  LY90CM (LY1CM),  LY90FW  (LY1FW),  LY90M (LY3M), LY90MM (LY2MM),  LY90Q (LY4Q), LY90W  (LY3W), LY90X  (LY3X), LY90Y (LY2CY). [TNX LY3X]

SM     - Members of the Kungalv Radio Club (SK6NL) will be active as  SF700BF during the  year to  celebrate the  700th anniversary  of the  Bohu Fortress. QSL via SK6NL.  Information on the  relevant award can  be found at http://www.sk6nl.com [TNX SM6VVT]

SV9    - Willi, DJ7RJ will be active from Crete from 25 February to 15 March. He plans to operate CW and SSB on 160-10 metres. QSL via home  call. [TNX AA1M]

UN     - Rashad, 4J9M is still  in Kazakhstan [425DXN  868] and has  extended his UN/4J9M licence through 23 April. QSL via DL7EDH. [TNX 4J9M]

V6     - Ian/K5ZM (V63ZM),  Ted/K8AQM  (V63TR) and  Brian/KG8CO  (V63OC)  are active from Pohnpei Island (OC-010),  Micronesia until 25  February. Look for them on CW, SSB, RTTY and maybe PSK31 on 10-160 metres, and to participate in the ARRL DX  CW Contest, possibly as three  single band efforts. QSL all via K5ZM. [TNX The Daily DX]

W      - The Mid Florida DX Association (http://www.w4fdx.com/) will  operate again as  N2D ("Now  2 Dan",  in memory  of founder  and first  club President Dan Manfre , W2NDP, who became a Silent Key in 2006)  from Honeymoon Island (NA-034)  on 23 February,  Expect activity from 14 UTC until 21 UTC on 20 metres and possibly 15 and 17 metres. QSL via N2MFT. [TNX The Daily DX]

ZS8    - Petrus Kritzinger,  ZS6GCM (3Y0E)  went QRT  from Bouvet  Island  at 19.15 UTC on 9 February. However,  a new adventure  from a rare  and remote DXCC location is just round the corner, as Petrus is expected to spend one year on Marion island (AF-021). The arrangements are in progress  and  a  dedicated  site  is  under  construction.  Further information is expected in due course. [TNX ZS6DXB]

ANTARCTIC ACTIVITY WEEK  ---> The Worldwide  Antarctic Program has  announced that the fifth Antarctic Activity Week will  be held from 18 to 24  February. The aim of this annual event is to promote worlwide interest in the Antarctic continent. Several special event callsigns from around the world are expected to take part in this year's  AAW. Participating stations (QSL via  operator's instructions) are announced from the following countries:

Austria OE3AGA/AAW, OE3AIS/AAW, OE3HM/AAW, OE3KKA/AAW, OE3RPB/AAW, OE3SGA/AAW, OE3WWB/AAW

Bulgaria  LZ05ANT

Canada     VA2WAP, VA3AAO, VA3WAP, VA7AAW

England      GB0ANT, GB4IPY

France       TM5ICE, TM8ANT

Germany      DA0ANT

Indonesia    YB4IPY

Israel       4Z4DX/ANT

Italy    IA0ANT, II1ANT, II2ANT, II2EFA, II3ANT, IO0ANT, IO2ANT, IO4WAP, IP0ANT, IP0WAP, IR0ANT, IR1ANT, IR2WAP, IR6ANT, IR8PS, IR8WAP, IU8ANT

Romania      YQ2ANT

Russia       RK3DSW/ANT, UE6ANT

Spain        AO1WAP

Switzerland  HB9ICE

USA          K4A, N5T/ANT

Full information on the AAW can be found at http://www.waponline.it

ARRL INT. DX  CONTEST (CW) QSL INFO. 
The  following stations have announced their partecipation in this year's event.
Call         DXCC                QSL

4U1UN        United Nations HQ   HB9BOU

6Y1V         Jamaica             OH3RB

6Y5/VE4GV    Jamaica             VE4GV

C6AKQ        Bahamas             N4BP

C6AKU        Bahamas             K5WW

C6APG        Bahamas             K4PG

CO2WF        Cuba                N1KI

CO8TW        Cuba                HB9SVT

CT9L         Madeira             DJ6QT

CV5K         Uruguay             CX2ABC

D4C          Cape Verde          IZ4DPV

E51WWA       South Cook Islands  AD7AF

EE5E         Spain               K1DG

EA8OM        Canary Islands      DJ1OJ

EY8MM        Tajikistan          K1BV

GJ2A         Jersey              K2WR

GM7V         Scotland            M0CMK

H7/K9GY      Nicaragua           K9GY

HB0/N0MX     Liechtenstein       DJ2MX

IO4T         Italy               IZ4JMA

J7DX         Dominica            W9IU

JD1BLY       Ogasawara           JI5RPT

LX7I         Luxembourg          LX2A

NP2S         US Virgin Islands   W3HNK

PJ4?         Neth. Antilles      N4GG

PZ5WW        Suriname            K8DD

TM6M         France              F4DXW

V31WO        Belize              N7WO

V31YN        Belize              DJ4KW

V49A         Nevis & St. Kitts   V44NK

V63OC        Micronesia          K5ZM

V63TR        Micronesia          K5ZM

V63ZM        Micronesia          K5ZM

VP2VES       British Virgin Isls AK0M

VP5/WJ2O     Turks & Caicos Isl  WJ2O

VP6DX        Ducie Island        DL6LAU

VP9/W6PH     Bermuda             W6PH

T32OU        East Kiribati       N7OU

XW1B         Laos                E21EIC

Do not forget to give a  look at the Announced Operations listing  maintained by Bill, NG3K at http://www.ng3k.com/Misc/adxc2008.html - 

DXCC NEWS ---> The following operations have been approved for DXCC credit:

E4/OM2DX   Palestine      2007 Operation

J5C        Guinea-Bissau  2008 Operation

VK9WWI     Willis Island  2007 operation

YI9PT      Iraq        current operation

If you have  had any  cards rejected  for these  operations, send  a note  to dxcc@arrl.org to have your DXCC record updated. [TNX NC1L]

QSL FJ/OH2AM --->  Due to a  printing error on  the front  of the  full-color FJ/OH2AM card, the entire batch was rejected upon arrival in Finland. Another

batch of QSLs was printed, and  the first cards were  mailed on 11  February. All direct requests should  be out  by  15 March, as  the ARRL  will start processing St. Barthelemy cards on 1 April. [TNX OH2BN]

QSL VIA ON4RU  ---> Mar, ON4RU  can confirm  contacts made  only with  4L1MA, SV9/ON4RU, YB1BAD  and YE1AA.  He is  no longer  the  QSL manager  for  other stations. [TNX K1XN and The Golsit]

TOP BAND DINNER ---> The Top  Band Dinner at the  Visalia DX Convention  will take place at the Holiday Inn  Visalia on 25 April.  Reservations on a  first come. first served basis must be received no later than 7 April or until sold out. A Registration/Information form can be downloaded    from http://www.dxconvention.org/download/Top_Band_Dinner.pdf [TNX WB6RSE]

US POSTAGE RATES ---> Postage rates in the US will increase effective 12  May

as follows: First-Class Mail letter (1 oz = 28 gr)  $0.42

First-Class Mail letter (2 oz = 56 gr)  $0.59

First-Class Mail International to Canada and Mexico (1 oz.)    $0.72

First-Class Mail International to all other countries (1 oz.) $0.94
Complete rates can be found at www.usps.com/prices.

VP6DX ---> Operations from Ducie Island began at 5 UTC on 11 February, with a little "cooking session" (1034 QSOs in  four hours and a  half) to check  out the stations and available antennas. Continuous operations began at 3 UTC  on 12 February, with 10,000+ QSOs logged in the first 16 hours. Please have a look at  the frequency table  on the website,  as some of  them have been adjusted.  VP6DX will participate in the ARRL DX CW Contest "in a limited fashion":- Operators are likely to pick a frequency based on band conditions, so VP6DX might not be found on the "normal" CW frequencies on 160, 80, 40, 20 15 and 10 metres. They will answer ALL callers (USA/VE and others) They will not be chasing multipliers  and will not be  able to handle  pass requests. Operations on non-contest  bands/band segments will  continue as they  have  the last few days: split operations, with priority to difficult propagation   paths. The Online Log now contains 47,534 QSOs with 14,398 unique callsigns  (latest update 6.14 UTC on 15 February),  and the first QSO  Statistics based on  the log database are now available. It could happen that not all QSOs are in  the database, because of difficulties in transferring the data from the island to the server. Bookmark www.vp6dx.com for complete details and regular updates.
WPX AWARD PROGRAMME: EXPANSION ---> CQ magazine and WPX Awards Manager  Steve Bolia, N8BJQ, have  announced several  changes to  the WPX  Award program  in response to  feedback  from  program  participants.  The  changes,  effective immediately, add new bands (60, 30,  17, 12, and 6 metres)  and create a  new Digital WPX Award. Details on these  and other changes  will be published  in the March 2008  issue of CQ  magazine and  can be  found on  the CQ  magazine

website at http://www.cq-amateur-radio.com/WPX_Award_Rules_Mar08221308.pdf 
XR7W: ACCIDENT ---> The XR7W team experienced horrible weather conditions  on Wager Island (SA-053) They arrived around noon on 9 February and were  forced to leave some 24 hours later, after  a dreadful stormy night spent trying  to operate, communicate with the Chilean Navy and fight against gale force winds and pouring rain. "I had  a last frenetic  hour on 17m  running EU at  5q/min rates under a piece of plastic, hand keying on my knee and paperlogging until the captain gave the final order to  leave", Zoli, HA1AG says. XR7W went  QRT with some 2400 QSOs in the log. Once on  the mainland,  the team  had  a serious  car  accident -  their  van "slipped of the gravel road and hit a rock frontally and turned upside-down". Zoli  and  his  friends  (Vlad/RV1CC,   Marco/CE6TBN  and  Yuri/RA0FU) were hospitalized at Coyhaique, were they were diagnosed  with cuts, bruises  and several broken bones. Their first priority at the moment "is to get out from Coyhaique", Zoli says. Damages and additional costs are estimated in excess of 11,000 euros, and "if you can and want to contribute to  lessen these damages" please feel free  to contact Zoli (ha1ag@yahoo.com).

CALL    MANAGER    CALL     MANAGER   CALL   MANAGER

3D2MD    JN2AMD    H7/NP3D   W3HNK    SV0XAO   DJ5JH

3Z0DN    SP4KIG    HC1MD     K8LJG    T32OU    N7OU

4M5RY    EA5KB     HG80HQ    HA7PL    T32YA    W7YAQ

4S7CZG   JA3CZY    HG8C      HA8EK    T6AB    IT9YVO

4S7RO    DJ9ZB     HH2FYD/6  F6FYD    T77CD    I0MWI

4U1UN    HB9BOU    HI3T      ON4IQ    T88HK   JE6DND

5C5W     EA5XX     HK6F     EA5KB     T88HS   JA6KYU

6W1SJ    T93Y      HK6K     EA5KB     T88SM   JA6EGL

6W7RV    F8CMT     HZ1AN    DJ9ZB  TC2015EXPO TA3BN

CALL    MANAGER    CALL     MANAGER   CALL   MANAGER

6Y1LZ    K1LZ     HZ1IK     DK7YY    TC800NH   TA1HZ

9M2GCN   JH3GCN   HZ1MD     EA7FTR    TI9KK    EA1DR

9M2TO    JA0DMV   HZ1PS     IZ8CLM    TM4WRC   F4ELU

9V1BY    7N4RHO   HZ1ZH     EA7FTR    V26G     N2ED

9X0W     DK2WV    J79IU     W9IU      V31GW    DK9GG

9X0X     DJ6SI    J79KM     WN9O      V31TB    KT7G

9X0Z     DJ9ZB    J79PC     NF4A      V31UZ    VE3DZ

AT8ESP   VU2JHM   J79PN     N4PN      V31WO    N7WO

AY0DX    LU3DR    J79WI     WI9WI     V31YN    DJ4KW

B4TB     BA4TB    JD1BLY    JI5RPT    V47KP    K2SB

C56JC    ON4LAC   JD1BMO    JE1EKS    V63ME   7N1RTO

C56YK    ON7YK    JW7QI     LA7QI     V63OC    K5ZM

C6AGN    W1DIG    JW8AW     LA8AW     V63TR    K5ZM

C6AKQ    N4BP    KH2/AB2ST  JF1TEU    V63ZM    K5ZM

C6AKU    K5WW    KH2/KB3LTB JF1TEU    V8AQM   W3HNK

C6AMM    K1CN    KH2/KG6WTW JF1TEU    VK1ANU  JO2SLZ

C6APG    K4PG     KH6ZM     I0MWI     VK1BNN  JA2BNN

CE1/K7CA NW7O     KL7OU     NI5DX     VK1JMA  JK2VOC

CM6CAC   EA5KB    LU2ZD     LU4DXU    VP2EMD  WR2DX

CU2DX    CU2AA    NP3U      WP4U      VP6DX   DL6LAU

D2NX     JH7FQK   OD5QB     YO3FRI    VQ5FOC  W9VNE

D4C      IZ4DPV   OJ1ABOA   OH2FFP    XR7A    HA1AG

DP0GVN   DL5EBE   OL600VB   OK2JS     XR7W    HA1AG

DR0X     DL2SD    PC99ADT   PI4APD    XU7AAJ  IW3SNW

DT0HH    DS3FGV   PG6G      PA3GVI    XU7DLH  DK7TF

EA8OM    DJ1OJ    PJ2/N0YY  K9JS      XW1A    E21EIC

EF8M     RX3DU    PW2M      AI4U      XW1B    E21EIC

ES90B    ES4BG    PW2M     PY2AA [a]  YI1RAZ  IK2DUW

ES90G    ES1CW    PZ5AY     W5JAY     YI9PT   N4XP

ES90J    ES1GE    PZ5DD     K8DD      YI9TFZ  KE3TW

ES90N    ES4RD    PZ5TX     KB8TXZ  YN2/EW1AR W3HNK

ES90Q    ES5RY    PZ5WW     K8DD      YN2G    KC2ATG

ES90V    ES6RMR   R35NP     RW1AI     YN2S    W3HNK

ES90Z    ES0NW    S21XF     LA5YJ     ZF2DS   W3WKP

FK/JA8BMK JA8UWT  S21ZDT    SM4XIH    ZF2XD   K3IXD

FO/KH0PR  JJ8DEN  SF700BF   SK6NL     ZK2CC   DL4RDJ

[a]  PY stations

A45XR Chris Dabrowski, P.O. Box 2038, CPO 111, Oman

AI4U Jeffrey R. Folk, 233 North St, Lewisville, NC 27023, USA

DJ6SI Baldur Drobnica, Zedernweg 6, D 50127 Bergheim, Germany

DJ9ZB Franz Langner, P.O. Box 150, D-77950 Ettenheim, Germany

DK2WV Karl-Heinz Ilg, Max-Loew-Str. 15, 85579 Neubiberg, Germany

DL6LAU Carsten Esch, Drosselweg 3, 21376 Salzhausen, Germany

F6FYD Yannick Delatouche, Route de Montsegur, 26230 Chamaret, France

HA1AG   Pitman Zoli, Somogyi Bela ut 18, Gyor 9024, Hungary

JJ8DEN Yoshitake Izumi, Minami-24-7, Nishi-1, Obihiro-City, Hokkaido 080-0011, Japan

N4XP Tom Harrell, 2737 Shoal Creek Road, Monroe, GA 30656

PZ5RA Ramon A. Kaersenhout, P.O. Box 745, Paramaribo, Suriname

SM4XIH Markus Edholm, Ormhult, Rudlofsberg 150, S-69492 Hallsberg, Sweden

UA0SC Serge Filonenko, P.O. Box 3300, Bratsk-29, 665729 Russia

Propagation Forecast Bulletin 7  ARLP007

>From Tad Cook, K7RA

Seattle, WA  February 15, 2008

To all radio amateurs 

No sunspots appeared this week.  Solar flux was about the same as last week.  The 45-day outlook for solar flux and planetary A index from NOAA and the Air Force (see http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/ftpmenu/forecasts/45DF.html) on February 10 was predicting a flat solar flux of 70.  Then the following day this was revised to show 72 for February 12-18, then 70 after that.  On February 12 this changed to show 72 solar flux for February 13 through the rest of the 45 days.

February 10-13 we saw increased geomagnetic activity due to another solar wind stream.  The planetary A index, calculated from a number of mostly higher latitude magnetometers, was 18, 17, 11 and 12 over those four days.  Alaska's college A index, measured near Fairbanks,

was 42, 31, 22 and 26, illustrating the increased geomagnetic activity toward the poles in response to space weather.  Here at mid-latitudes, where many of us live, the A index (measured in Virginia) was 13, 16, 6 and 10.  That magnetometer is near 38.3 degrees north latitude, which is a little south and of course way east of the Boulder site (at 40.1 degrees north latitude), where we get the K and A index reported on WWV.

If you would like to make a comment or have a tip for our readers,

email the author at, k7ra@arrl.net.

The 45-day outlook for solar flux and planetary A index from NOAA and the Air Force on February 10 was predicting a flat solar flux of 70; the following day, this was revised to show 72 for February 12-18, then 70 after that. On February 12, this changed to show 72 solar flux for February 13 through the rest of the 45 days. Sunspot numbers for February 7-13 were 0, 0, 0, 0, 0, 0 and 0 with a mean of 0. The 10.7 cm flux was 70.8, 70.9, 72.2, 72.6, 72.1, 72.1 and 70.5 with a mean of 71.6. Estimated planetary A indices were 5, 4, 2, 18, 17, 11 and 12 with a mean of 9.9. Estimated mid-latitude A indices were 6, 3, 2, 13, 16, 6 and 10 with a mean of 8. For more information concerning radio propagation, visit the ARRL Technical Information Service Propagation page: http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/propagation.html.

To read this week's Solar Report in its entirety, check out the W1AW Propagation Bulletin page: http://www.arrl.org/w1aw/prop/.
MLDXCC 2008 Meetings 3rd Saturday (pending contest or other conflicts). Tentative Schedule below:
	Month
	Day

	February
	23

	March
	15

	April
	Visalia

	May
	17

	June
	14

	July
	19 or 26

	August
	23

	September
	20

	October
	18

	November
	22

	December
	20


Membership Criteria 

Membership criteria may be obtained by writing the Secretary/Treasurer at:

MLDXCC

PO Box 1073

Pine Grove, CA 95665-1073 

The club website is: mldxcc.com

The MLDXCC NEWSLETTER

Information may be reproduced provided credit is given MLDXCC.

2006 Officers of the MLDXCC  

President, Richard Hill, NU6T

REHill@ix.net.com
Vice President, Shirley Rose, AA6K roses@prodigy.net
Director, Ken Anderson, K6TA

k6ta@arrl.net
Director, Norm Wilson, N6JV
n6jv@comcast.net

Director, George Campbell, KG6OJV
Kg60jv@yahoo.com
Treasurer, Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD

k6tkd@arrl.net

Secretary, Kay Anderson, K6KO

k6ko@arrl.net
Nugget Editor, Rick Samoian,W6SR samoian@directcon.net

QSL Manager, Norm Regan, WA6SJQ
Qsl73@linkunet.net 

Publicity Chairperson, Brandt Woodard, K6BEW. k6bew@yahoo.com
ARRL Awards Checkers

DXCC, Gary Stillwell, KI6T & Ken Anderson, K6TA

ARRL Sixth District QSL Bureau

P.O. Box 970 Fairfax, CA., 94978-0970

Comments or questions on this bureau's operation may be directed to kc6awx@arrl.net See the W6 Bureau home page (http://www.kqlz.com/qslbureau6/)
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