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The Nugget

The Newsletter of the Mother Lode DX/Contest Club

YOUR 2008 CLUB DUES ARE NOW PAYABLE!!
$15/yr.pay at the Jan 08’ meeting or mail to Treasurer Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD, Box  273, Somerset, CA 95684-0273

MEETING DATE, LOCATION & PROGRAM 

What: January 08’ Latest BS7H Video, brag and BS session.
Where: Mountain Mike's Pizza in Martell,  Mtn Mike's is located where the Round Table Pizza was. It is in the shopping center with Save-Mart-ex Albertson's on Highway 88, just west off Highway 49. Our meeting room is reserved from 11AM-3PM.
When: Saturday, 26th January at our regular time (The room is reserved from 11AM-3PM.)

FROM THE PREZ
Happy New Year to all, and congratulations to our new slate of officers and Board members.  I’m sure I can speak for all by saying that we look forward to supporting our club through 2008.  I’ll be leaning on everyone to help me guide Mother Lode where you want it to go in 2008 

President Rich Hill, NU6T

Vice President Shirley Rose, AA6K

Treasurer Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD

Secretary Kay Anderson, K6KO

Directors; Norm Wilson, N6JV and George Campbell, KG6OJV
Nugget Editor Rick Samoian, W6SR

QSL Manager Norm Regan, WA6SJQ

DUES ARE DUE! 

Basic dues are $15 minimum. It is $10 more, if you want a paper copy of the ‘Nugget’. Donations gladly accepted. Please, pay at meeting…next best, mail to Treasurer, Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD at Box 273, Somerset, CA., 95684-0273.
January meeting agenda (Time “suggested”):

11:30
(Pre-meeting Board Meeting)

12:00
Call to order and Agenda Review
12:05
Officer Roll Call

12:08
Old business

· Minutes review and acceptance

· Treasurer report, including presentation of proposed budget or issues

· Committee reports, if any

· Meeting dates (approve/amend)

· Recognition of achievements, milestones and other.

12:30
New business

· New Members?

· Contest planning

· Upcoming DX

· Presentation ideas

· Review action items

13:15
Guest Speaker/presentations: 

15:00
Adjourn

2008 Meeting Dates and Presentations
Suggested meeting dates for 2008 are listed below.  Let me know if I missed an important contest or event and we need to revise the meeting dates.  

Suggested Meeting Dates for 2008:

	Month
	Day

	January
	26

	February
	23

	March
	15

	April
	

	May
	17

	June
	14

	July
	19 or 26

	August
	23

	September
	20

	October
	18

	November
	22

	December
	20


Please bring ideas for meeting presentations to our January meeting.  VP Shirley Rose, AA6K, is the presentation organizer this year.  Shirl has a few ideas in the works but we would like to hear what you would like to see or hear this year.  We’ll bring a calendar and confirm meeting dates and set some presentation targets.  

It may be interesting to spend one meeting with a round robin discussion of memorable DX contact, DXpeditions, contests or other radio related events.  We have had a few suggestions in the past, such as visiting one of the local radio transmitter sites, review of current contest logging or DX cluster software, or station improvements.  NCCC is planning a session to let members compare current keys and discuss advantages for contesting.  I doubt I’ll be able to make meetings in the bay area due to work and family constraints—does it make sense for us to do a regional show and tell?  We will explore a few ideas at the January meeting.

We have had suggestions in the past to explore some new meeting locations.  A few ideas have been explored and we’ll see what looks interesting.

The ARRL Pacific Division Board meeting, December 1 2007.

At the Pacific Division Board meeting in December, I brought up several issues raised by our membership relating to: contest scores in QST, articles that are more lively and provide interesting insights into winning efforts, close races and winning stations; a review of the purpose and need for the tem-minute rule in the multi-single category; and simplification of the LOtW.  I’ll bring a quick cheat sheet I made for the meeting.  While I doubt that our comments had time for much effect, I notice that QST announced expanded Radiosport coverage in the February issue and four articles.  Comments from contesters undoubtedly helped bring about this change and we should send appreciative comments to QST along with good ideas for future articles.

Contest Planning

We will begin planning our 2008 Field Day and CQP efforts.  With a few additional Field Day participants, we should be able to improve our operation.  Please come to the January meeting with your ideas to find a few more points in 2008, and share company with a few more members.  CQP is a bit further off, but we could start thinking about boosting our 2008 score.  Perhaps we could hunt for a few of the new hams that might develop an interest in DXing or Contesting to build our membership and perhaps find a few more operators for Field Day.  

This will be a good time to identify the contests Mother Lode members want to support this year.  Field Day and CQP are obvious.  What other contests are important for the club?  We’ll work around contest dates for club meetings and to find useful presentations to help improve your scores, fun factor, or both.

In 1999, the Shasta DXCC Group challenged Mother Lode for the CQP title.  I’m not sure how that turned out, but it makes me wonder whether we might see if we could generate a bit more club interest from northern California clubs?  Might be fun to get a few more clubs involved.  I also note that in 1999, the Mother Lode DX/Contest Club operated special event station K6A from September 30th to October 11th to celebrate the sesquicentennial of the discovery of gold in California.  Do we want to try something like that this year?  Might be an opportunity to interest or provide some experience to new members or new hams.
DX?

How’s DX?  It has been a bit RF free here lately, but I’m looking forward to adding a few new ones or a few new band countries as spring progresses.  I need to get on 40m and 75/80m a bit while the going is good and see if I can round out WAS on the low bands.  

Rich; NU6T@ARRL.net; 916-962-2431

2007 CQ DX Marathon submission deadline
The deadline for submission of logs for the 2007 CQ DX Marathon is January 31, 2008.  Official rules, CQ country list, submission forms, and more information is available at the official DX Marathon Web Site: www.dxmarathon.com.  A list of logs received as of January 18th, 2008 is on the web site.   High claimed scores will be posted shortly after the submission deadline. Look for official results and announcement of winners in an upcoming issue of CQ Magazine. 73, John, K9EL, DX Marathon Administrator
Member news/feedback/Announcements.
The Force12 C19XR is up and it really plays well.  

W1TO's (YCCC) FT-1000MP got hit by lightning so I bought his CW and SSB filters and roofing filter.

Martin, AA1ON/G4DZC, currently working in VR2 visited over the New Years holiday.  Martin is a long time friend and big DX'er/contester.  During his visit we stopped by W6SR's place so Rick could show off his antennas/towers.
de Bob W1RH
I decided to enter the CQ Magazine DX Marathon for 2007 in the Unlimited Class. My final Score for 2007 = 239 countries + 40 zones = 279 points. Not bad for the bottom of the solar cycle. I don't expect to even come close to competing for a top score in this event in this class, but it was great fun anyway. Along the way - I managed to pick up 14 all-time new countries, which has pushed my DXCC total to 316/329. 

I have to say again that this was fun. It sure helped make the year go by in a much more interesting way. For one thing in spite of the low sunspots, I worked DX entities during the year that I hadn't worked in years (for example - my QSO with 4K5D (Azerbaijan) was my first QSO with that country in almost 42 years!). For another thing - working "garden-variety" DX took on much more importance. My QSO with GI3DZE on 12/8 ended many months of simply missing this easy-to-work country. 

I should also point out that many QSOs during the year were made at ESP levels, with stations that were fading up and down around the noise level. Thanks, K9YC, for your tutorial on common-mode chokes. Once I installed common-mode chokes on all four of my feed-lines last spring, my ambient noise level went down an 1-2 S-units! I don't believe that many of those ESP level QSOs would have been possible otherwise. Since my QTH is only a block away from Highway 49 in Auburn, with all of the various businesses located along the roadway, there are plenty of local noise sources for me.

>Already looking forward to what 2008 has in store. Oh - and by the way - Happy New Year to all! de, Jim -WX6V- 
EDITOR’S NOTES

Karen and I hope all of you had a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, and we wish you much DX, good contest scores and a happy/healthy 2008!

With the December weather cooperating, and lots of Norm’s help (as well as KI6CG and NU6T), the down-the-hill-tower grew by 20 feet and a C-3E and rotating 40M dipole are now at 70 and 80’, respectively.  I also use that tower as a 160M vertical, with the antennas as top-loading, it thinks it’s a full ¼ vertical.  It covers about 55 KHz with a gamma match at 39.5 feet.  How does it work you ask?  Lots better than the old top loaded wire.  But my log speaks for it’s self; J3/DL5AXX, VP2MSC, OA/N6XQ, and FO/OH1RX, I can hear the J5C well on 160, but I haven’t been able to get in the right spot in the pile-up yet.  Oh well…….But, I did work the J5C on both 80M PH and CW as well as 4O3A on 80 so I been having fun on 160 and 80M.

I picked up an old DX Engineering 10 element log periodic that covers 10M thru 17M and Norm and I put it together last week (on the ground) just to be sure all the parts were there and it worked.  I will mount it on top the 50’ tower with a couple of small VHF yagis.  The DX Engineering antenna is a brute, 3inch X 1/8 inch boom, 24 feet long and 100# it’s about 6.5dBd from 18 to 30mHz.  When it’s in place, I am going to take down the existing Cushcraft A-3WS (with 30M add-on) and sell it.  Anyone interested?
Well by now I'm sure all of you have worked one of the FJ DXpeditions to ST. Bartholomew.  What a great way to ring-in in a new year. Yeah!

I recently talked, via e-mail, with, K6KM’s. wife Ginny Snider.  She related that he would not be at the next meeting since he just had surgery last week.  He is doing well but needs to recovery before he will be ready for a long ride.  So join me in wishing him a speedy recovery.  Or, just give him a call when you get a chance and let him know directly.  Hopefully we will see his face at meeting in the not to distant future.
Enough for now, CU all the 26th.  de Rick W6SR 
December 2007 Treasurer’s Report

Balance November 1,2007:   $634.29
Income:                      00.00
Expenses: Donation NCDXF    100.00
Balance December 31, 2007: $534.29
Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD, Treasurer

General Meeting Minutes, 10 November 2007.

Dick Wilson, K6LRN, President Pro Tem, called the meeting to order at 12:15 PM at the Colina de Oro Mexican restaurant in Plymouth, CA.  In attendance were 14 members.

Officers’ Roll Call.  Present were President Pro Tem Dick, Director Ken Anderson, K6TA, Director Ray Parker, ND6S, Treasurer Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD and Secretary Kay Anderson, K6KO.

Secretary’s Minutes and Treasurer’s Report.  The Secretary’s Minutes and Treasurer’s Reports of 13 October 2007 were accepted as printed in the November Nugget newsletter. 

Membership.  The application for John Hunt, K7XE, was read and voted upon, and John was accepted as a new member.

Upcoming Events and DX-peditions.  The ARRL Pacific Division Board meeting will be held in Livermore on 1 December.  Rich Hill, NU6T, will represent the Club.  It was confirmed that the Club is a 100% ARRL-affiliated club.  Members were reminded that they should sign up with NCCC for the upcoming ARRL SSB Sweepstakes, and should submit their CQWW logs as MLDXCC.  Ray, ND6S, will depart next week for C6, while Ken, K6TA and Kay, K6KO will depart in two weeks for P4.

Achievements.  George Staubacher, KI6CG, was awarded a KB500 certificate in the 2006 ARRL Sweepstakes.  Jim Venneman, WX6V and Jack Morgan, KF6T were applauded for their great work organizing, coordinating and operating this year’s Field Day:  3rd 1A station nationwide, 1st station Pacific Division.  “Good on ya, guys!”   

Nominations for 2008 Officers.  The following names were presented as nominees for the 2008 club year:  Rich Hill, NU6T, President; Shirley Rose, AA6K, Vice President; Dick Wilson, K6LRN, Director; George Campbell, KG6OJV, Director; and Norm Wilson, N6JV, Director.  Carolyn Wilson, N6TKD and Kay Anderson, K6KO will continue as Treasurer and Secretary, respectively.  Nominations were opened and closed, the nominees were voted in and the chairing of the meeting was turned over to the new President, Rich Hill. 

Discussion.  The meeting was opened for a discussion of new equipment, and logging and spotting software.  Pros, cons and general comments were offered on N1MM, N7TR, DXBase, K6LLK, WriteLog, Elecraft’s new K3 and posting contest results on the 3830 reflector.

Next Meeting Venue, Meeting Schedule and Future Programs.  The 26 January meeting will be held at Mountain Mike’s Pizza in Amador Plaza (Save Mart) in Martell, CA at 11:30 AM. The meeting dates for the first half of the year are posted in the current Nugget, with only the July joint meeting with the NCCC as an issue.  Dates will be discussed on the Club reflector and the availability of the Senior Center in Jackson will be confirmed.  Several topics for upcoming meeting programs were suggested.    

Adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 PM.  
Kay Anderson, K6KO
Secretary 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Old Foothill Flea Market

1st Sunday of each month at DeAnza College, intersection of I280 and State Highway 85.    The flea market is going under the name "ASVARA"

Livermore Swap Meet

 (see website for new location), 7:00 AM to noon, all year.  Talk in 147.045 from the west 145.35 from the east. Check at: larkswap.com 
(SELECTED) UP-COMING CONTESTS
CQ 160-Meter Contest, CW 0000Z, Jan 26 to 2359Z, Jan 27 

BARTG RTTY Sprint 1200Z, Jan 26 to 1200Z, Jan 27 

UBA DX Contest, SSB 1300Z, Jan 26 to 1300Z, Jan 27 

February 2008 

Vermont QSO Party 0000Z, Feb 2 to 2400Z, Feb 3 

10-10 Int. Winter Contest, SSB 0001Z, Feb 2 to 2359Z, Feb 3 

Minnesota QSO Party 1400Z-2400Z, Feb 2 

Delaware QSO Party 1700Z, Feb 2 to 0100Z, Feb 4 

North American Sprint, CW 0000Z-0400Z, Feb 3 

CQ WW RTTY WPX Contest 0000Z, Feb 9 to 2400Z, Feb 10 

FISTS Winter Sprint 1700Z-2100Z, Feb 9 

North American Sprint, SSB 0000Z-0400Z, Feb 10 

ARRL Inter. DX Contest, CW 0000Z, Feb 16 to 2400Z, Feb 17 

Run for the Bacon QRP Contest 0200Z-0400Z, Feb 18 

CQ 160-Meter Contest, SSB 0000Z, Feb 23 to 2359Z, Feb 24 

UBA DX Contest, CW 1300Z, Feb 23 to 1300Z, Feb 24 

North American QSO Party, RTTY 1800Z, Feb 23 to 0600Z, Feb 24 

The Ohio/Penn DX PacketCluster DX Bulletin No. 842 January 21, 2008 Editor Tedd Mirgliotta, KB8NW Provided by BARF80.ORG (Cleveland, Ohio) 


2008 INTERNATIONAL DX CONVENTION IN VISALIA. (Sponsored by the Southern California DX Club). Press Release dated January 16th: "To all DXers, The convention committee just wanted to let you know that registrations for this year's convention are now being accepted. You can get registration information and download the convention registration form at:http://www.dxconvention.org/registration.html
If you have problems downloading the registration form, please send an E-mail to visalia@dxconvention.org with your mailing address, and we will mail you a copy. While you are there please take a look around the new convention Website (www.dxconvention.org), many of the pages are now being updated on a regular basis. Notices of updates, news and information can be found on the breaking news page. So check the site often to keep up on all the happenings..." 73 & Good DX 2008 Int. DX Conv. CommitteeE-mail: visalia@dxconvention.org

3A, MONACO (Op cancelled). Ghis, ON5NT, informs OPDX that his activity from Monaco has to be cancelled because his host in Monaco has been hospitalized.

3Y, BOUVET ISLAND (Update). Rhynhardt, ZS6DXB, 3Y0E Pilot station and Media Officer, announced this past week (edited): "Due to high QRM from Europe and a lot of requests from people with restricted licenses, we have moved 3Y0E operating frequency. Effective immediately, 3Y0E will change operating frequency to 14.260 MHz working split 5-10 kHz up. Operating times and schedule still remains the same due to the availability of power on the Island. We wish all that need 3Y0E still in their logbook good luck and good DX this weekend! Remember to visit the 3Y0E.com Web site to have a look if you are in the online log and for regular and interesting updates about the 3Y0E operation." Look for updates and announcements on the official 3Y0E operation Web page at: http://www.3y0e.com
The 3Y0E log is now available online at: http://sq8aqd.net/3y0e/index.php INTEREST NOTE: OPDX has received a report that Petrus, 3Y0E, has been busy due to a problem on the Island. One of the team members has been bitten by an 400Kg elephant seal and Petrus is currently occupied looking after the team member as he is the medic on the Island. We don't know how critical the bite was, but we hope to receive an update soon.  

4S, SRI LANKA (Top-Band). Nelson, 4S7NE, has been quite active on 160 meters lately. Activity seems to start around 1930z. It has been reported that Nelson intends to listen daily for NA stations at 0000z which is about 30 minutes before his sunrise. He will be transmitting on 1826 kHz.  He will also be active around 2200z most days for EC sunset. If Nelson is not on the Top-Band, check 80 or 40 meters. Nelson is using a "T" vertical with a 50 foot vertical section and approximately 20 radials. He lives in a rural location and has no man-made noise, so his receive capabilities are excellent.

5X, UGANDA. Nick, G3RWF, will once again be active as 5X1NH from February 23rd to March 22nd. Activity will be limited because he is on holiday.  Activity will be on all bands except 160m and 6 meters. Modes will be CW, SSB, RTTY and PSK. He will use 100 watts and wire antennas. QSL via G3RWF.

6 METER CARIBBEAN DXPEDITION. Dennis, K7BV, will be active this summer from the Caribbean, but on 6 meters ONLY. Look for him to sign as V3/K7BV from Caye Caulker Island (NA-073, WW Loc. EK57XR), Belize, from June 20-26th, and as HK0/K7BV from San Andres Island (NA-033, WLOTA LH-2990,  WW Loc EK92DM) between June 28th and July 6th. His equipment will be a FT-450 with ACOM-1000 amplifier, running 1KW into a 7 element and 3 element beam. The main frequency will be 50.106.2 MHz USB and /B. The pilot station will be Pat, W5OZI. QSL direct only to W1JJ (QRZ.com). For more information, visit his interesting Web page at: http://www.qth.com/k7bv/caribe2008
8Q, MALDIVES (AS-013). Just a reminder that Andrew, G7COD, will once again be active from Embudu Island, South Male Atoll (WLOTA L-3911) this week using the callsign 8Q7AK between January 21st and February 2nd. This will be the fourth time being active from here. Activity will be mainly SSB with some CW. He plans to be operational everyday (approx.) between 0900-1100z, 1400-1600z and 1800-1830z. Suggested frequencies are: 7093, 10123, 14147, 18133, 21253 and 24953 kHz (+/- 10 kHz). For complete details of operating times, suggested frequencies, QSL information etc...., please check 8Q7AK on QRZ.com. QSL via G7COD, direct or by the bureau. 

9A, CROATIA. Zrinko (Zik), VE3ZIK, will be once again active from Bilice, between January 27th and February 1st. Activity will be mostly during the evening hours on 40/30/20 meters, CW and Digital modes (RTTY, PSK31 and PSK63). QSL via DO7ZZ, DARC bureau OK. QSL E-mail requests at: zik@tiscali.de
CE0Z, JUAN FERNANDEZ. Svein, LA6IKA, will be active as CE0Z/LA6IKA between Jan 22-29th. Activity will be on 20/15/10 meters, CW and PSK. QSL via his home callsign.

CQ DX MARATHON (Submission Deadline). John, K9EL, DX Marathon Administrator, reminds everyone: "The deadline for submission of logs for the 2007 CQ DX Marathon is January 31, 2008. Official rules, CQ country list, submission forms and more information is available at the official DX Marathon Web Site at: http://www.dxmarathon.com
A list of logs received as of January 18th, 2008, is on the Web site. High claimed scores will be posted shortly after the submission deadline. Look for official results and announcement of winners in an upcoming issue of CQ Magazine.

CW0, URUGUAY. Pedro, CX5BW, informs OPDX that a team of CX operators will use the special callsign CW0TOP during the CQ World-Wide 160 Meter CW DX Contest (January 26-27th) as a Multi-Op entry. Operators mentioned are: CX2AQ, CX3AL, CX4DX, CX5BW, CX6VM and possibly CX7CO. QSL via CX6VM. 

CY0, SABLE ISLAND (Update). The CY0X 6 meter DXpediton to Sable Island now has a Web page up and running (but still under construction) at: http://www.cy0x.com/ The DXpedition is planned between June 25th - July 5th. Operators are: Pete/VE3IKV, Dick/K5AND and Chris/W3CMP. Activity will be on CW and SSB.  The fixed 6m station (in FN93) will use the callsign CY0X and CY0RA (for the portable station in GN03). The fixed station will use 800 watts into a 7 element beam up 40 ft. The portable 6m station in GN03 will have 100 watts into a 5 element beam up 30 ft. Other references are: Sable Island - East Lighthouse (ARLHS SAB-001, TWLHD WLH CY0-001, WLOTA:0758, WW Loc.  GN03CX) and Sable Island - West Lighthouse (ARLHS SAB-002, TWLHD WLH CY0-002, WW Loc. FN93XW).

DAYTON HAMVENTION 160M DINNER BANQUET. George, W8UVZ, (this year's Chairman) announced that the 18th Annual Top-Band Dinner Banquet will be held on May 16th. More details are forthcoming in mid-February. Stay tuned! DAYTON HAMVENTION DX DINNER BANQUET. Jay, K4ZLE, announces that the SouthWest Ohio DX Association is pleased to sponsor the 23rd annual DX Dinner to be held in conjunction with the 2008 Dayton HamVention Â®. The dinner will be Friday evening, May 16th, at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, located in Dayton City Center. This is the same venue as in years past. The program details are not final yet, but they will have a good one. Although it should not be our main reason for attending, remember, attendees have a chance at some nice attendance prizes as well! Tickets are 37.00 USDs per meal, payable in U.S. funds to SWODXA. (Sorry, they do not process PayPal or Credit Card payments.) Please advise if you want a vegetarian meal when you order. You may order from Pete Meyer, N0FW, at his CBA with SASE. They will attempt to honor group seating requests when tickets are ordered together. There is not a bad seat in the house, but seating is definitely limited. Come join them for an evening of fun and fellowship. Further information may be obtained at: n0fw <at> live <dot> com N0FW's CBA is 3049 New London Rd., Hamilton, OH 45013
DP0, ANTARCTICA. Felix, DL5XL (ex DP1POL), states that time is running out to work DP0GVN. He informs, "This summer may very well be the last chance to work the German Antarctic base 'Neumayer II' (WAP DEU-02, AADL-03) as the base is scheduled to close in February 2009, and there will be no radio amateur on the wintering team 2008." Currently, there are three operators at "Neumayer II" who are regularly active during their spare time as DP0GVN. Their main times of activity are daily between 1800-2200z, usually on 40/30/20 meters. Operators are: Mirko/DG9BHQ (SSB Op), Torsten/DL1TOG (SSB Op) and Felix/DL5XL (CW Op). All three operators will leave the station by March 10th. QSL route for all DP0GVN QSOs after 2006 is DL5EBE, direct or by the bureau. There is an online log check for all contacts for this summer's season available at: http://www.rrdxa.eu/log QSOs are expected to be uploaded to ARRL's "Logbook of the World" (LoTW).
DXCC NEWS......................
Bill Moore, NC1L, ARRL DXCC Manager, informs that the following operation is approved for DXCC credit:

YI9QX - Iraq; Current operation effective December 2007.
DX MAGAZINE'S "2008 MOST WANTED LIST" NOW AVAILABLE ON THE WEB at: http://www.dxpub.com/dx_news.html
EF8, CANARY ISLANDS (AF-004). Operator Valery, RD3AF, will be active as EF8M during the CQ WW RTTY WPX Contest (February 9-10th) as a Single-Op/ All-Band/High-Power entry. Using the same callsign, he will also be active in the CQ WW WPX CW Contest (May 24-25th) as a Single-Op/All-Band/High-Power entry. QSL both operations via RX3DU (QRZ.com). ADDED REMINDER: Also look for Valery (using EF8M) during next weekend's CQ 160-Meter CW Contest (January 26-27th) as a Single-Op entry. 

FJ, ST. BARTHELEMY (DXCC Newest Entity!). Operators of TO5FJ (Paul/F6EXV and Yuichi/JR2KDN) are now QRT, and by the time you read this both operators should be home. Paul was the last operator to leave Saturday late in the afternoon, but was very busy on the bands early Saturday morning (his time). Just a reminder, online line logs (now with RTTY QSOs as we were informed) are available at: http://www.f6exv.org/LOG_ONLINE/
FJ, ST. BARTHELEMY (DXCC Newest Entity!). Craig, AH8DX, will be active as FJ/AH8DX during the CQWW DX SSB Contest (October 25-26th) as a Single-Op/All-Band entry. Look for RTTY operations before and after the contest. QSL via AH8DX. 

HB0, LIECHTENSTEIN. Operators Mario/DJ2MX, Simon/DJ4MZ, Manfred/DJ5MW, Matt/DK4YJ and Chris/DK9TN will be active as HB0/homecall between February 14-18th. The group plans to be active during the ARRL DX CW Contest as HB0/N0MX as a Multi-2 category. QSL via their home callsign (except forHB0/N0MX: QSL via DJ2MX). The DXpedition Web site is at:http://www.dk9tn.de/2008/hb0
INTERESTING CALLSIGN OF THE WEEK (WOW! - Special Event). To celebrate the Millenium of the death of Notger 1er, Prince-Eveque (930-1008), the founder of the Principality of Liege, the UBA Section LGE (Liege) will be active on the HF bands between January 17th and December 31st (2008), with the special callsign ON1000NOTGER. The UBA Section LGE members will be active on HF bands on SSB, CW, RTTY and PSK. A special double QSL will be printed. QSL via Bureau to ON5VL or direct to ON6DP (on6dp@uba.be).

IOTA NEWS...............................
AS-150. Look for Ji Nan Radio Sports Association's callsign BY4JN/4 to be activated from Tianheng Island on January 25-28th. Activity will be on CW, SSB, and on 80-15 meters. QSL BY4JN/4 via BG4JUU.

EU-089. Operators Toze/CT1GFK, Manuel/CU1CB, Goncalo/CT1GPQ, Antonio/CU8AS and Hermann/HB9CRV will be active as CU8A from Flores Island (DIP AZ-008 for the Portuguese Islands Award, WLOTA LH-0947) in the CQWW 160m CW Contest (January 26-27th) as a Multi-Single entry. QSL via CT1GFK, the bureau is "OK". 
EU-170. Herve, F5RMY, will be active as F5RMY/P from Porquerolles Island (DIFM ME-010 for the French Islands Award, MIA MF-021, WLOTA LH-1107), between now and January 25th. Activity will be CW and SSB on 40-10 meters. QSL via his home callsign, direct or by the bureau. 

EU-175. Operators Antonio/CU8AS and Hermann/HB9CRV will be active as CU7T from Cedros, Faial Island (DIP AZ-007, WLOTA LH-1830, ARLHS AZ0-020, TWLHD WLH CU-007), between January 31st and February 5th. Activity will be on CW/RTTY/PSK31 using K2/100 radios, 500 watt amps and a HB9CV antenna. QSL via CT1GFK, direct or by the bureau. 

NA-076. Wade, AA8LL, will be active as AA8LL/4 from Cedar Key, FL, February 2-5th. Activity will be holiday style on 40-15 meters, mostly CW on the IOTA frequencies and RTTY. He will try to get Liz/K8LIZ/4 (his XYL) to operate some SSB. QSL direct or by the bureau to AA8LL. Logs will also be uploaded to the LoTW.

OC-164. John, VK6HZ, will once again be on holiday on Rottnest Island between March 24th and April 4th. Operations will be holiday style (especially with the recent addition to the family!). He will be active during the 2008 CQ WPX Contest. Equipment will be IC-7000 and Buddiepole. Online log may be available during the trip (he will confirm closer to the time). Keep an eye on the following Web site for more details at: http://www.vk6hz.com
He states, "Hope to work a few stateside this year!"

J5, GUINEA BISSAU. Members of the "F6KOP TEAM" continue to be active from Bubaque Island (AF-020 and WLOTA 1145). Last word is: "We will close down on Tuesday, January 22nd, immediately after sunrise. For more details, log search and up-to-date info, visit their Web pages at: http://www.j5c.eu
J7, DOMINICA (NA-101). Bill, W5SJ, will be active possibly as J79SJ from January 22-31st. Activity will be mostly CW on the 30/17/12 meter bands and low bands. He also plans to participate in the CQWW 160m CW Contest (January 26-27th). QSLs via W5FO. 

KG4, GUANTANAMO BAY (Update). Tip/N4SIA (KG4AS via N4SIA) informs OPDX that he and Bill/W4WV (KG4WV via W4WV), Stu/K4MIL (KG4SS via K4MIL) and Emmett/KD4OS (KG4OS via KD4OS) will be going to GTMO and arriving on January 29th. They will stay for 2 weeks. The team will be erecting a new Force 12 and a new windom antenna, plus make some repairs to other equipment. They plan to be on the air on all bands. They are hoping to have a special event station up on "Marine Hill" with the callsign KG4DD. More info is forthcoming.

KL7, ALASKA. Jimmy, W6JKV, will be active as KL7/W6JKV between June 18-30th. Activity will be 6 meters only from a mountain top 30 miles NE of Fairbanks with an outstanding view in all directions (Grid Loc. BP64). Altitude is 2500 feet. Distance to London is 4200 miles, 4000 to Frankfurt, 4100 miles to Tokoyo. He will use 800 watts and a big antenna. QSL via his home callsign. 

LX, LUXEMBOURG. Operator Lars, DF1LON, will be active as LX7I during the CQ 160-Meter CW Contest (January 26-27th) as a Single-Op entry. QSL via LX2A. Logs will be put on the LoTW. 

OJ1, ANTARCTICA. Mika, OH2FFP, who is the team leader on an expedition from Finland to the Antarctica, continues to be active using the very rare callsign OJ1ABOA. He was heard this past week on 14265 kHz around 0000z. He is expected to leave in mid-February.

P4, ARUBA. Garry/K9WZB and his wife Sharon/K7WZB will be active as P40ZB from April 16-24th. Activity will be on 40/20/17/15/10/6 meters, CW, SSB and RTTY. QSL direct to K9WZB. 

PJ2, NETHERLANDS ANTILLES. Goose, W8AV, will be active as PJ2/W8AV from Curacao between February 4-18th. Activity will be CW and possibly some RTTY. Goose tells OPDX, "Since I will be vacationing with my wife there, I will be active as much as I can during that time frame. I will also be one of the operators of PJ2T in the 2008 ARRL DX CW Contest."

PJ4, NETHERLANDS ANTILLES. Operators George/K8GG, Gary/KD9SV and George/W8UVZ will be operating from Bonaire (SA-006) as PJ4/homecall from January 31st to February 8th. Operating time will be concentrated on 160 meters, 80 meters and the 30/17/12 meters bands. QSL via operator's home QTH. 

QSL INFO AND NEWS.....................
QSL ROUTES by Johannes/DK8JB: UE70SVV via RU0SYL UE70VSV via RV0CD UE70UVV via RW0UM UE0AWW via RW0AQ UE70UWW via RW0UM

FJ/OH2AM QSLS (Update). Just after going to print last week, OPDX received another (revised) press release by Jarmo, OH2BN, which added: "We have offered to put our log onto the LoTW immediately to ease the situation, but it can only be facilitated by the ARRL around May 2008 due to LoTW technicalities." 

HV50VR QSLS. Alex, IW0GPN, informs OPDX that the HV50VR QSL cards have arrived on January 18th from the printer's shop. He hopes to send all waiting requests out very soon, and all back logged cards will be out at the end of the month. Thanks for your patience.
Khos, JT1CD, announced that he has uploaded the some QSOs of JT1BJ to
the LoTW. He (Ebi) has been a "Silent Key" (SK) since 2005.

Adam, VP8DKF (KC4/K2ARB) reports that the logs for the KC4AAA operation by Helmuth, W6KDX, between the period of December 2007 and January 2008 have been received. All stations wishing to confirm a QSO or submit an SWL signal report are invited to do so via Larry, K1IED, at his address as found on QRZ.com. All QSOs will shortly be uploaded to LoTW as well.

S2, BANGLADESH. Just a reminder that John, KX7YT, will once again return to Dhaka and be active as S21YV. He will be there between January 24th and March 11th. He plans to be active in the CQ WW RTTY WPX Contest (February 9-10th) as a Single-Op/All-Band entry and also the ARRL DX SSB Contest (March 1-2nd) as a Single-Op/All-Band entry. QSL via KX7YT.

T32, EASTERN KIRIBATI. Operators Bill/N7OU and Bob/W7YAQ will be active from Christmas Island (OC-024), February 12-26th. The duo will be a Multi-Single entry in the ARRL DX CW Contest (February 16-17th). Outside of the contest they will be active mostly on 160-10 meters, on CW, but some SSB and RTTY, using only 100w and verticals antennas. More details will be forthcoming soon.

TC800, TURKEY (Special Event). Members of the Turkish group called SWAT (Special Wireless Activity Team) will be active as TC800NH to celebrate the 800th anniversary of the Turkish folk hero Nasreddin Hoca. Activity will be mainly on 40/20/17 meters, CW and SSB. Detailed info is available at: http://tcswat.tripod.com/
TX5, CLIPPERTON ISLAND (Press Release/Update). Jay, K4ZLE, provides OPDX with another "Clipperton 2008 Update": "I love it when a plan comes together! The plans are, indeed, coming together. A new vendor has joined the team. Alpha Radio Products has become a major sponsor. As a result Alpha HF amplifiers will be used exclusively by the TX5C team. ICOM America, SteppIR and DX Engineering had previously agreed to provide major support. In addition, there are other suppliers who have agreed to help with financial support or discounts on equipment purchases. Be sure to check out the sponsor list at: http://www.clipperton2008.org 

These are the organizations and individuals who are making this operation possible. When you need to purchase equipment remember these vendors who are actively supporting the hobby! Emails are flowing amongst the team to finalize details. Lists [equipment, not callsigns J ]) are being made, checked and rechecked. The team is eagerly anticipating gathering in San Diego in late February to sail for Clipperton. It is our desire to meet the need and exceed the deeds of past operations. Remember: The expected dates: March 7-17th, 2008; The callsign TX5C. More information can be found on the Web site, including data on how you too can contribute to the effort. BTW, if you think planning and preparation for this type of DXpedition is a simple task, check out the staging garage at: http://www.clipperton2008.org/dxpedition/TX5C_dxpedition.htm
VK6, AUSTRALIA. Steve, VK6VZ, will be active during the CQ 160-Meter CW Contest (January 26-27th) as a Single-Op entry. QSL via his home callsign.

VK9W, WILLIS ISLAND. It has been announced that the callsign for the planned Willis Island DXpedition in October 2008 has been issued. It will be VK9DWX. Operators will be DJ7EO, DJ9RR, DL1MGB, DL3DXX, DL5LYM, DL6FBL, DL8OH and DL8WPX. They will be active with four high power stations for about 17 days from 160-10 meters on CW, SSB and RTTY. More information about the DXpedition is available at: http://willis2008.dl1mgb.com/
VP5, TURKS & CAICOS ISLANDS. Masumi/JA3AVO (W3AVO), Kunio/JA1CJA (AE6XY) and Takeo/JA3BZO (AE6YQ) will be active as VP5/US-callsign from January 21-25th. Activity will be on 160-10 meters, CW/SSB/RTTY/PSK. They will stay at "The HAMlet" ( http://www.vp5jm.com/ ) owned by Jody, VP5JM. QSL to their home JA callsigns.

VP6, PITCAIRN ISLAND (OC-044). Yoshitake, JJ8DEN, is now active from Adamstown as VP6PR between now until February 9th. Activity will be on all HF bands, using CW, RTTY and PSK (NO SSB!). The following are suggested frequencies: CW - 1821, 3503, 7003, 10103, 14003, 18071, 21003, 24893 and 28003 RTTY - 14083, 18103, 21083, 24923 and 28083 PSK - 14071, 18101, 21071, 24921 and 28071 kHz His equipment is an IC-7000 w/100w, using a 160/80m Inverted-L or full size DP, 40m GP, 30m DP and a beam for 20/17/15/12/10m. QSL via JJ8DEN, direct to: Yoshitake Izumi, 7 Minami-24 Nishi-1 Obihiro-city, Hokkaido 080-0011 JAPAN. Please send a SASE with 2 USDs or 1 IRC. Yoshitake requests that the envelope be 162mm X 114mm or more. If a small envelope is sent, he will return the QSL card by surface mail (ship mail). See the information for VP6PR on QRZ.com. 

VP6, DUCIE ISLAND (Update). Robin, WA6CDR (member of the VP6DX team), who is in Tauranga now and will sail with Braveheart to Mangareva to meet the rest of the operators there, has been delayed leaving Tauranga for a day or so because of a typhoon off the northern tip of NZ. Read his update on the VP6DX Web page at: http://ducie2008.dl1mgb.com/news/index.php
VP8/G, SOUTH GEORGIA ISLAND. Lars, MM0DWF, will be active as VP8DIF from the old whaling station Husvik between January 27th and February 28th. He is expected to arrive in Husvik around January 26th and will leave the island on March 1st. Activity will be limited to his spare time. According to his Web page, 15 meters will be his main band, but he will have access to most HF bands. QSL via DJ9ZB, direct or by the bureau. Visit his interesting Web page at: http://www.lars boehme.de/vp8dif/index.html
YASME PRESS RELEASE. Wayne A. Mills, N7NG, President of the Yasme Foundation, sent out the following release on January 18th, 2008: "Winners - Yasme Excellence Awards" "The Directors of the Yasme Foundation are proud to announce the first winners of the recently announced Yasme Excellence Awards (www.yasme.org). These awards are given for service and dedication to amateur radio as recognized by the foundation's Directors. The prizes are in the form of a plaque and a monetary award. The winners of the first Yasme Excellence Awards are hereby introduced to the public. Joseph L. Arcure, Jr., W3HNK, $2,000 for his long service to DXers as a QSL manager. Joe's efforts on behalf of DXer's everywhere promote international goodwill by facilitating cultural exchanges between operators that may never meet in person, yet share a common bond of DX operation.

Sheldon C. Shallon, W6EL, $2,000 for his work with propagation prediction software. By making propagation more accessible, Shel has done much to advance the technical skills of HF operators in under-standing the physical environment of radio.

James Brooks, 9V1YC, $2,000 for DXpedition organization and videography. James' professional videos make the skills and excitement of DX operating and expeditioning more accessible to hams that haven't yet tried DXing and to non-hams alike.
Jukka Salomaa, OH2BUA, and Antti Kantola, OH5TB, $2,000 (shared) for conceiving, operating, and maintaining the DX Summit, the first widely-used Web-based spotting network portal. They created a tool that fundamentally changed the nature of HF operating, a true advancement of the radio art.

These amateurs have given unselfishly their time and expertise. On behalf of all amateurs, we would like congratulate these winners and thank them for their service.

For the Yasme Foundation, Wayne A. Mills, N7NG, President Fred Laun, K3ZO, Vice President Kip Edwards, W6SZN, Secretary Rusty Epps, W6OAT, Treasurer Martti Laine, OH2BH, Director Charles "Mac" McHenry, W6BSY, Director Ward Silver, N0AX, Director Bob Vallio, W6RGG, Director"
ZA, ALBANIA. Franck, F4DTO, along with his father Patrick, will be active from Elbassan, Central Albania, under the callsign ZA/F4DTO, between April 22nd and May 3rd. Activity will be on 20/17/10 meters SSB with an emphasis on 10 meters. They will be using a FT100 w/100 watts into a Wave vertical on 10m and dipoles on other bands. QSL only direct (bureau cards are not delivered to Franck). See Franck's address on QRZ.COM. Please enclose SAE + postage (1 USD or 1 valid IRC for Europe, 2 USDs or 1 valid IRC for elsewhere.) Visit Franck's Web page at: http://monsite.orange.fr/f4dto
ZM2, NEW ZEALAND. Members of the East Coast Contesters Club will be active as ZM2M during the CQ WW WPXSSB Contest (March 29-30th) as a Multi-Op/Two-Transmitter entry. Operators menitoned are: Lee/ZL2AL, Stan/ZL2ST, Peter/ZL2LF, Mike/ZL2FAR and ZL2QM. QSL direct or by the Bureau via ZL2AL. Address is available at QRZ.com.
PROPAGATION FORECAST BULLETIN (partial)
From Tad Cook, K7RA

Seattle, WA  January 18, 2008

We've seen another seven days with no sunspots.  After observing the first sunspot of Cycle 24, we hope to see more and more of these, signaling the beginning of the next sunspot cycle and the end of Cycle 23. So what do conditions look like over the next week?  Expect quiet geomagnetic conditions through the end of this month, with the next geomagnetic disturbance centered on February 1.  We may see sunspots return January 28 through February 3. 
Geophysical Institute Prague predicts quiet to unsettled conditions January 18-19, and quiet conditions January 20-24. 

If you would like to make a comment or have a tip for our readers,email the author at, k7ra@arrl.net.

For more information concerning radio propagation, see the ARRL Technical Information Service at, http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/propagation.html.  For a detailed explanation of the numbers used in this bulletin see, http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/k9la-prop.html.  An archive of past propagation bulletins is at, http://www.arrl.org/w1aw/prop/ . Monthly propagation charts between four USA regions and twelve overseas locations at: http://www.arrl.org/qst/propcharts/ 
Sunspot numbers for January 10 through 16 were 0, 0, 0, 0, 0, 0 and 0 with a mean of 0.  10.7 cm flux was 75.7, 76, 75.7, 75.3, 75.6,  73.7, and 72.9 with a mean of 75.  Estimated planetary A indices were 3, 2, 9, 11, 16, 8 and 11 with a mean of 8.6.  Estimated mid-latitude A indices were 2, 2, 4, 9, 14, 7 and 9, with a mean of 6.7.  For the complete article go to the following:
http://www.arrl.org/w1aw/prop/2008-arlp003.html

MLDXCC 2008 Meetings 3rd Saturday (pending contest or other conflicts). Tentative Schedule below:
	Month
	Day

	January
	26

	February
	23

	March
	15

	April
	Visalia

	May
	17

	June
	14

	July
	19 or 26

	August
	23

	September
	20

	October
	18

	November
	22

	
	

	December
	20


Membership Criteria 

Membership criteria may be obtained by writing the Secretary/Treasurer at:

MLDXCC

PO Box 1073

Pine Grove, CA 95665-1073 

The club website is: mldxcc.com
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Information may be reproduced provided credit is given MLDXCC.

2006 Officers of the MLDXCC  

President, Richard Hill, NU6T

REHill@ix.net.com
Vice President, Shirley Rose, AA6K roses@prodigy.net
Director, Ken Anderson, K6TA

k6ta@arrl.net
Director, Norm Wilson, N6JV
n6jv@comcast.net

Director, George Campbell, KG6OJV
Kg60jv@yahoo.com
Treasurer, Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD

k6tkd@arrl.net

Secretary, Kay Anderson, K6KO

k6ko@arrl.net
Nugget Editor, Rick Samoian,W6SR samoian@directcon.net

QSL Manager, Norm Regan, WA6SJQ
Qsl73@linkunet.net 

Publicity Chairperson, Brandt Woodard, K6BEW. k6bew@yahoo.com
ARRL Awards Checkers

DXCC, Gary Stillwell, KI6T & Ken Anderson, K6TA

ARRL Sixth District QSL Bureau

P.O. Box 970 Fairfax, CA., 94978-0970

Comments or questions on this bureau's operation may be directed to kc6awx@arrl.net See the W6 Bureau home page (http://www.kqlz.com/qslbureau6/)
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