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The Nugget

The Newsletter of the Mother Lode DX/Contest Club

MEETING LOCATION 

This month’s meeting is scheduled for Noon on Saturday, the 28th of February, at the Round Table Pizza Parlor in Martel, CA.

Meeting Program

At press time the program is being formulated.
STUFF “FOR SALE”

Bill, K6KM has the following F-12 antennas for sale:

C-3, Tri-bander $350 and a Magnum 520 (5 element, 20M on a 36’ boom) $450. Contact Bill at k6km@cncnet.com or (530) 533-3300.

Rick, W6SR has a HYGAIN TH-7DXS Tri-bander (7 elements on a 24’ boom) that was rebuilt 2 years ago looks and works FB. Offer, or Trade for 2 element 40M beam in good condition. Antenna is on the tower and you can verify operation. samoian@directcon.net or (530) 672-2885

BAdges! Badges! Badges!

Jack-KF6T and Van-WL7NN we have your badge.  Please pay Carolyn Wilson and pick them up at a future meeting.

THE vice-prez says “CQ CQ FD de K6AO”

What's that you say? Why are we thinking about Field Day when it's only February? Good question! Actually - this is a great time to start talking about this year's Field Day Operating Event because, even though we are in the middle of winter, it's only four months before Field Day weekend will be upon us. As your Field Day Coordinator again this year, I prefer to start planning early because it makes for less stress later. Hey - we did great last year! The Peddler Hill location was great and the operators had a fun weekend and folks - that's what it's all about. 

Since last year's operation was our first as a club, we learned from the things that went well and also from the things that didn't work so well. But before we get into that, there are some items that will need to be addressed for this year. First, I would like to hear from the club members that would like to participate in our event this year. Second, I would like to hear from all of last year's participants that brought rigs, antennas, and antenna support structures. I would like to know if you plan on bringing these items up to our Field Day site again this year. Ray Parker, N6DS, has already volunteered to contact the U.S. Forest Service and secure permission to use the Peddler Hill site again this year. Maybe Ray will have an update for us at this month's club meeting. I would also like to know if someone would be able to bring up at least one travel trailer to be used as a rig site, inside eating area, and restroom.

Here's what worked well last year:

1. Dave's generator was fantastic! We could have run kilowatts on all bands and coffee makers in every tent without having the generator break into a sweat.

2. The site is accessible to just about every conceivable type of vehicle. 

3. There was plenty of operating time available for all that wanted to operate.

4. Lyle's surplus towers were easy to set up and take down and raised our antennas up to respectable heights.

5. There are plenty of tall trees available as antenna supports.

6. We had enough bandpass filters available to minimize interference between stations.

7. Jeff's C-3SS was easy to erect and worked well on 20 meters.

8. The Elecraft K2 performed as expected in the high QRM environment of 20 meters -  and that was FB!

9. Operating in Class 2A along with a separate GOTA station worked well and didn't put too much of a strain on the operators or on our ability to setup/take down all of the rigs, antennas, and support structures.

9. Team spirit was fantastic!

Here's what could have been better:

1. We shouldn't use auto-tuners in the multi-RF environment of a FD site.

2. The VHF antennas should have had rotors.

3. We needed a dedicated wire antenna for 80/75 meters.

4. For those participants not familiar with Writelog contesting software, we should schedule demonstration and/or practice sessions.

5. We need better grounding - the Peddler Hill site is almost all rock!

6. It would be great if one of our members would volunteer to specialize in the area of food preparation. The operators were able to fend for themselves fairly well - but once FD actually started, it would have been better if one person was available to coordinate meals and ensuring that everyone is well fed (after all - a well fed operating crew is a productive one)!

7. We will need at least one operator that is available during the early hours of Sunday morning. Last year - we had no stations on-the-air from 4 A.M. until around 8 A.M.

8. All logging computers must be able to key the rigs and have separate keyers available for fills.

Other things to consider:

1. Using monband antennas

2. Putting up a shorty-forty (if one is available)

3. Running high power   

That's about it (actually that's quite a bit)! We can discuss these things and more at our upcoming club meetings. Hope to see you there.

Jim  -WX6V- wx6v@msn.com

Club Dues are due, please plan to pay at the next meeting. $15 for regular membership, additional $10 for hardcopy Newsletter. Or, if you can’t make the next meeting, you may mail your dues directly to our treasurer’s home address.  Which is: 

Carolyn Wilson

P.O.Box 273

Somerset, CA 95684

MLDXCC Membership survey

So we can get a better idea of what your interests are, what type presentations you’d like to see at club meetings, and what activities you’d like to participate in. Please tell us by indicating a number from 1 (least important) to 10 (very important),.in response to the following questions:

1.) How important contesting is to you?

2.) How important working DX, or participating in DX-peditions is to you?

3.) How important are contest presentations for you?

4.) How important DX presentations are for you?

5.) How important the club working Field Day is for you?

6.) How important is participating in a remote club operation (contest or expedition)?

7.) Concerning club meetings, please let us know how the date and time fit your schedule?

8.) Would you prefer to change meetings to a weekday, early to mid evening schedule?

9.) Would you prefer to meet at a different location other than Round Table Pizza in Martel, CA?

Give us your comments. What would like the club to do? Presentations? Activities?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Please e-mail or snail mail your response(s) to samoian@directcon.net or 

Rick Samoian, W6SR

2201 DuPonte Drive

Placerville, CA 95667

Responses will be tallied, and the results published in our newsletter.

Ron – KG6CMS  2003-2004 President MLDXCC

MLDXCC PROFILE OF THE MONTH

None this month.

ARRL Files "A Plan for the Next Decade" with FCC

NEWINGTON, CT, Jan 28, 2004--The ARRL has filed a Petition for Rule Making asking the FCC to amend its Part 97 rules to complete the Amateur Service restructuring the Commission began in 1999 but left unfinished. The League wants the FCC to create a new entry-level license, reduce the number of actual license classes to three and drop the Morse code testing requirement for all classes except for Amateur Extra (see "ARRL to Propose New Entry-Level License, Code-Free HF Access"). The ARRL says its petition follows in the footsteps of changes in Article 25 of the international Radio Regulations adopted at World Radiocommunication Conference 2003. Among those changes, WRC-03 deleted the Morse testing requirement for amateur applicants seeking HF privileges and left it up to individual countries to determine whether or not they want to mandate Morse testing. While several countries--including Germany, the UK and Australia--already have dropped their Morse testing requirements, the ARRL emphasized in its petition that Morse code is not the primary issue at hand. 

"Changes in Morse telegraphy are one aspect of the proposal, and it would be insufficient for the Commission to address those issues in a vacuum," the League said, calling its licensing proposal "a plan for the next decade." The ARRL said that plan's overall intention is "to encourage newcomers to the Amateur Service and to encourage those who enter its ranks to proceed further on a course of technical self-training and exposure to all aspects of the avocation." 

Last fall various parties filed a total of 14 Morse-related petitions with the FCC. Several called on the Commission to drop the Morse requirement altogether, while others proposed to keep and even expand the requirement or put forth various license restructuring schemes of their own. The petitions, RM-10781-10787 and RM-10805-10811, attracted thousands of comments from the amateur community. 

Beyond the Morse question, the ARRL says, the time is right--now that WRC-03 has finished its work--to follow through on the restructuring process the FCC began with its 1999 restructuring Report and Order (WT 98-143). Among other things, that landmark Order, which became effective April 15, 2000, reduced the number of Morse code test elements from three to a single 5 WPM requirement for all license classes offering HF privileges. 

Although the US has revised amateur licensing requirements several times since 1917, the ARRL pointed out, "there has not been a comprehensive restructuring of both licensing requirement and corresponding operating privileges in many years." The League said the FCC declined to address operating privileges in its 1999 Report and Order but put off the job for a later date because it was still constrained by the Morse requirement in the Radio Regulations. The ARRL said, however, that the FCC in 1999 "issued an invitation to the amateur community" to complete the work it had begun. 

While just dropping the Element 1 (5 WPM) Morse requirement may seem to be a "simple plan," the ARRL said, it fails to address the critical need for an entry-level ticket other than the Technician. The Technician license, the League said, "is for too many a 'dead end' to what might otherwise be an active, progressive interest in Amateur Radio, technical self-training and incentive-based educational progress in the many facets of the avocation." 

The ARRL said its proposed entry-level license--being called "Novice" for now--would establish "a portfolio of operating privileges consistent with an examination that would not include material that is inappropriate or irrelevant at the entry level." It would require passing a 25-question written examination--but no code test--and offer limited HF phone, image, CW and data privileges. 

"This structure provides a true, entry-level license with HF and other operating privileges which will both promote growth in the Amateur Service and integrate newcomers into the mainstream of Amateur Radio," the ARRL told the FCC. "It will better introduce newcomers to more seasoned licensees who will assist them." 

The League proposal also would consolidate current Technician and General licensees into General class without further examination. Future General applicants would not have to pass a Morse code test, but the written exam would remain the same. Current Advanced licensees would be merged into Amateur Extra class without further testing, and the Extra exam would remain intact. 

Advanced licensees already have passed the now-deleted 13 WPM Morse examination. The ARRL proposal would retain the Element 1 Morse exam for Extra class applicants. It also would provide Element 1 credit for anyone who had ever passed at least a 5 WPM Morse test, whether or not they're now licensed. 

"The differences between the [Advanced and Extra] license classes are so minimal as to amply justify the one-time upward merger," the League said. While it agreed with the FCC's 1999 assertion that ability to demonstrate increased Morse proficiency "is not necessarily indicative of that individual's ability to contribute to the advancement of the radio art," the League contended that retaining an "extremely minimal" and "rudimentary" 5 WPM Morse requirement for Amateur Radio's top license class is appropriate. 

The ARRL said its overall plan dovetails with the FCC philosophy and goals stated in the 1999 Report and Order--to simplify the license structure and streamline the licensing process. The League said its plan would implement licensing requirements and privileges that are in harmony with each other and is designed to attract and retain "technically inclined persons, particularly the youth of our country" and encourage them to advance in areas "where the United States needs expertise." 

"Now, the issue is not merely whether there should or should not be Morse telegraphy as an examination requirement," the ARRL said, "but rather what is the best overall approach for positioning the Amateur Service for future growth and incentive-based self-training." 

A copy of the ARRL's Petition for Rule Making is available on the ARRL Web site. The FCC has requested that individuals refrain from contacting or attempting to comment to the FCC on the ARRL's restructuring proposal before the FCC issues a Rule Making (RM) number for the ARRL petition and invites public comments on it. Until that happens, it is premature to comment to the FCC. 

EDITOR’S MESSAGE

Sorry for the late January, or early February, issue of the newsletter. Confusion over who is doing what at the club’s officer level has delayed things a bit, but now that has been sorted out and we should be back on schedule.

The past month or so just flew–bye, it was a busy time around here, and for all of us I imagine.  With the holidays now behind us, and 2004 firmly imbedded in our brains, it’s a good time to start thinking about spring antenna projects and the up-coming ARRL DX contests. 

Speaking of contests, Bill, W6QD had urgent family business out of state so he was not available to man the CW part of a 10M-contest effort at K6KM’s.  After a bit of arm-twisting, I got K6LRN to join me in a multi-op at K6KM’s (thanks to Bill and Ginny for hosting us) Again!  Conditions were less than stellar, but we had fun and at least posted a respectable score of 1500 QSOs and 777K points.  Boy, the lack of MUF really turned this one into a NA, Carib, and SA contest. There were a sprinkle of JA’s and Pacific and just one or two southern EU’s and AF thrown-in for good measure.  Gone were the 3 hour EU and JA runs, running W4’s and W5’s was what it was all about.  And conditions will be worse next year. Ain’t that a fun prospect? Not!

I hosted Ron, KG6CMS for NAQP CW and he worked quite a few guys.  I also treated myself to a belated Xmas present, I got another “project amplifier”, this one’s a two-tube Alpha 374A 10-160M with the “no tune-up” feature on 80-15M.  It needs a new front panel and the “low drive” modification, but otherwise it works FB.  The 374A amplifier purchase left me “Amplifier-Poor” now having a Drake L4B and an Ameritron Al-80A as “spares”.  I found a buyer for the AL-80A; the L4-B will be converted to the 6-Meter band unless someone in the club needs an inexpensive power amplifier.  If so, call or e-mail me.

For her birthday, in late January, Karen got a new Town and Country battering Ram (a 2004 GMC Yukon) which we exercised by making a trip to L.A.  Since it was our eldest son’s 40th birthday it was timely, then we went on to the Bullhead City/Laughlin area to visit my wife’s step-grandmother.  Who, at 89 years old, is not doing too well, we also wanted to check on the status of our house there.  Weather down south was FB, but the L.A. traffic is getting worse, if you can believe that.  And man, the Colorado River area is building at a screaming pace, if you haven’t been there in a few years you won’t believe your eyes.  And yet (one of my pet peeves) there is still is no easy way to get there from northern California, its 624 miles!  So.. we go to L.A. 435 miles, visit, then go to Laughlin another 255 miles, only 80 miles farther than going directly to Laughlin! And we also get in some quality visiting with kids and grandkids.

Last but not least, I did manage to snag a few new band-countries, over the last month or so, even though conditions were pretty lousy. Only twenty-eight DX log-entries (except for the CQ 160 contest) have been made since Dec 1st of last year.  On 12/28 I worked (and just got his card) S21YY on 80M, on the 29th I was lucky enough to snag EA6/OE6MBG, GM3PPG and GI0VJE all on 75M, on Jan 25th I grabbed PR0F and three HI stations on 160 all were new ones on those bands. 

73 fer now, CU all at the next meeting. de Rick W6SR 

THE SECRETARY/TREASURER’S REPORT
SECRETARY’S REPORT

January MEETING NOTES
By Gary Stilwell, KI6T, Director

Gary Stilwell, KI6T, Director called the MLDXCC meeting of January 24, 2004, to order at 12:40 PM.

The elected officers from our December election, Jeff Stai, WK6I, President and Ken Anderson, K6TA, Vice-President are not able at this time to perform these functions, so we have these offices unfilled.

A discussion re 2004 Officers was held.  Discussed were joint positions and various position options.  There was some information that Ron St. Jean, KG6CMS would take the President position if he did not have to write the monthly newsletter column.  Jim Venneman, WX6V is to talk to Ron on this.  If Ron were to take President, Jim, WX6V would be willing to be Vice-

President.  Ray Parker, ND6S would be willing to take Ron's Director position.  That would leave the position of Secretary 'up in the air'.

We then had a discussion on Field Day, 2004 led by Dick Wilson, K6LRN.  Jim Venneman, WX6V is willing to again be Chairmen and Ray Parker, ND6S agreed to work on securing permission to use the same property we used in 2003.

Ken Anderson, K6TA announced he had made reservations at the Senior Center for the joint meeting with the NCCC.

Ken, K6TA then gave a report on his several week trip to Aruba, P40, and Norm Wilson, N6JV, talked about his up-coming IOTA trip to Baja California to activate a rare IOTA Island.  He and several others will be operating as XF1K. The meeting adjourned at 2:00 PM.

No other meetings were held last month.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Balance November 29, 2003 
   $90.53

Cash on hand November 29, 2003  $111.56

  $202.09

Income:
Dues


  $225.00

Newsletter Fund
              _ 20.00






  $245.00

Addition adjustment to cash:
    $4.80

Expenses:
Newsletter

  $ 71.00

P.O. Box Rental
 

    24.00





   $95.00
Checking Balance January 31,04  $270.53

Cash on hand January 31, 2004   _ 86.36
Total



        $356.89 
By Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD, Treasurer

UPCOMING EVENTS

Foothill Flea Market

2nd Saturday of each month from March through October at Foothill College, Los Altos.

Livermore Swap Meet

1st Sunday of each month at Las Positas College in Livermore, 7:00 AM to noon, all year.  Talk in 147.045 from the west 145.35 from the east.  Contact Cliff Chiba, KF6EII, (209) 835-6715, email larkswap@usa.com. 

Placerville Swap Meet – every third Sunday, 3970 B Missouri Flat Rd #3, Placerville.  7:00 AM to 11:00 AM.  Talk-in on 146.865 – PL 142.2, 440.700 + PL 88.5.  No fee, free parking.  Hwy. 50 East, take Missouri Flat off-ramp.  Go over Hwy. to 2nd light, into shopping center in front of Radio Shack.

CONTEST FEEDBACK

Report, Jan/Feb 2004

Congratulations and thanks to Jim, WX6V for taking on the Vice-President and Field Day jobs. Please give Jim as much help and support as you can. One way would be to fill out the questionnaire that appears in this newsletter. 

I have not heard too much from the contesters in MLDXCC over the past couple of months. I think Ken and Kay must have had enough to last for a while with their operations from Aruba in November and December. 

Some scores: (gathered from NCCC reflector)

RTTY Round-up:

WK6I 1117 Qs X 95 = 106,115

ARRL 10M:

P40K (K6KO & K6TA)3329 Qs =2,060,252

K6KM (W6SR & K6LRN)1506 Qs = 777,216

KF6T
1091 Qs = 513,098

ND6S
544 Qs = 168,848

WK6I
35 Qs
 = 121,212

Jan NAQP CW


K6LRN
527 Qs = 110,670

Jan NAQP SSB

KLRN
714 Qs = 47,064

CQWW 160 CW

K6TA
285 Qs = 46,284

K6LRN
300 Qs
= 8,830

(Ken had more 10 point Qs than Dick)

NA Sprint CW

K6LRN
 202 Qs
= 9898

AE6Y
 312 Qs
= 15,912

NA Sprint SSB

K6LRN
226 Qs
= 9944

WK6I
191 Qs
= 7640

NU6T
39 Qs

= 595

My apologies if anyone participated & didn’t get mentioned. Please post your scores to 3830, MLDXCC reflector, NCCC reflector or drop me a line at: k6lrn@arrl.net or snail mail; Box 273, Somerset, CA, 95684-0273. If you have not used the 3830 site, go to www.hornucopia.com/3830scores and follow the instructions. You will also find a facility for entering your paper log. There is also a link to read the archives without joining the reflector at eHam.net. 

During the stormy weather in December, my 160-inverted ‘V’ came down. I re-erected it as an inverted ‘L’, with 70 feet vertical and 63 feet more or less horizontal. Seems to work a little better, now I think I will try a K9AY loop for receiving. There must have been a front passing through during the CQ 160 ‘test as we had static crashes that ran as high as 10 dB over S9. Kind of tough when one is trying to listen to an S 7 signal. 

I have been entering some logs in the Logbook of the World…about 11,300 so far. I’m finding that a lot of my QSLs, about 1,400, are from contests. I think it may be because logging programs put out a .adf file. That is the one that gets converted to the .tq8 needed to upload. I have 27 confirmations from ZF2NT, for instance. Thanks to W6RKC, KI6T, and K6TA for their LotW QSLs.

UP-COMING CONTESTS

ARRL School Club Roundup 1300Z, Feb 9 - 0100Z, Feb 14

CQ WW RTTY WPX Contest 0000Z, Feb 14 - 2400Z, Feb 15

SARL Field Day Contest 1000Z, Feb 14 - 1000Z, Feb 15

FISTS Winter Sprint 1700Z - 2100Z, Feb 14

OMISS QSO Party 1700Z, Feb 14 - 0500Z, Feb 15

RSGB 1.8 MHz Contest, CW 2100Z, Feb 14 - 0100Z, Feb 15

QRP ARCI Winter Fireside SSB Sprint 2000Z - 2400Z, Feb 15

ARRL Inter. DX Contest, CW 0000Z, Feb 21 - 2400Z, Feb 22

YL-ISSB QSO Party, CW 0000Z, Feb 21 - 2400Z, Feb 22

YL-OM Contest, SSB 1400Z, Feb 21 - 0200Z, Feb 23

CQ 160-Meter Contest, SSB 0000Z, Feb 28 - 2359Z, Feb 29

REF Contest, SSB 0600Z, Feb 28 - 1800Z, Feb 29

UBA DX Contest, CW 1300Z, Feb 28 - 1300Z, Feb 29.

North American QSO Party, RTTY 1800Z, Feb 28 to 0600Z, Feb 29

High Speed Club CW Contest 0900Z-1100Z, Feb 29 and 1500Z-1700Z, Feb 29

ARS Spartan Sprint 0200Z-0400Z, Mar 2 AGCW YL-CW Party 1900Z-2100Z, Mar 2 ARRL Inter. DX Contest, SSB 0000Z, Mar 6 to 2400Z, Mar 7

Pesky Texan Armadillo Chase 0200Z-0400Z, Mar 11

YL-ISSB QSO Party, SSB 0000Z, Mar 13 to 2400Z, Mar 14

RSGB Commonwealth Contest 1000Z, Mar 13 to 1000Z, Mar 14

AGCW QRP Contest 1400Z-2000Z, Mar 13 North American Sprint, RTTY 0000Z-0400Z, Mar 14

Wisconsin QSO Party 1800Z, Mar 14 to 0100Z, Mar 15

10-10 Int. Mobile Contest 0001Z-2359Z, Mar 20

BARTG Spring RTTY Contest 0200Z, Mar 20 to 0200Z, Mar 22 

Russian DX Contest 1200Z, Mar 20 to 1200Z, Mar 

CQ WW WPX Contest, SSB 0000Z, Mar 27 to 2359Z, Mar 28

UBA Spring Contest, 2m 0600Z-1000Z, Mar 28

Check the NCJ, CQ, and QST/ARRL for full rules and other details. Send me your scores; at k6lrn@arrl.net
CU.73, Dick, K6LRN
The 425 DX News monthly edition (January issue), edited by Maurizio Bertolino.
5Z Sigi, DL3DF will be vacationing in Kenya from 16 February to 1 March and will operate as 5Z4HW on all bands (except 160, 30 and 6 metres)and modes. He will be running 100 watts into a ground plane or wire antennas. QSL via home call. [TNX NG3K]

8P Peter, W0SA will be active as 8P9NX from Barbados (NA-021) from 11 February to 11 March. QSL direct to home call. [TNX K1XN and The Golist] 9M2 Mirek, VK6DXI reports he will be on a business trip to West Malaysia on 8-14 February and plans to operate (mostly on 20 metres CW) as 9M8DX/2 from Kuala Lumpur. QSL via VK6DXI.

9M2 Ian, 9M2/G3TMA will be active from Pulau Ketam (AS-074) on 6-7 and 13-14 March. Operation will be mostly on CW. QSL to Ian Buffham, Bekay Court, Lorong Enau, 55000 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. [TNX 9M2/G3TMA]

C6 Ivars, KC4PX will be active (on 40, 20, 17, 15 and 6 metres) as C6APX from the Bahamas on 7-13 February. QSL via home call. [TNX OPDX Bulletin]
CO - Nicola, I0SNY reports he will be active from Caibarien, Cuba on 9-27 March. He plans to concentrate on 17, 12 and 6 metres. QSL via home call.

CT Owing to bad weather, the operation from Ilha de Cabanas (not IOTA, DIP AL-07) [425DXN 665] has been rescheduled to take place on 8 February. Look for CT1GFK/p, CT1GPQ/p and CT2IUA/p to be active on 40, 20, 17 and 15 metres SSB and CW between 7 and 12 UTC. QSL via home calls. [TNX CT1END]

CU Nigel, G3TXF will operate (CW only) as CU4/G3TXF from Graciosa Island (EU-175), Azores on 6-10 February. QSL via home call. [TNX The Daily DX].

CX A group of operators from Uruguay will operate 160-6 metres from San Gabriel Island (SA-057) on 15-18 February. The callsign has not been given, but the QSL route will be via EA5KB. [TNX CX8FB]

D4 Simon, IZ7ATN will operate as D44/IZ7ATN from the following lighthouses between 7 and 13 February: Ponta do Lobo (ARLHS CAP-006) on Sao Tiago Island (AF-005), Ponta do Sino (ARLHS CAP-007) on Sal Island (AF-086) and Ponta Temerosa (ARLHS CAP-003) on Sao Tiago Island (AF-005). Look for activity on 10, 12, 15, 17, 20 and 40 metres SSB during local daylight hours. QSL via home call, direct or bureau. [TNX IZ7ATN]

FG Henri, F5DBC will be active from Marie Galante (DIFO FG-008), Guadeloupe (NA-102) on 6-18 February. Plans are to operate daily on +/- 10104, 14025, 14135 and 18075 kHz at least between 22 and 24 UTC. [TNX F5NQL].

FG Patrick, F6IRF will operate on CW and RTTY as FG/F6IRF from Guadeloupe on 14-29 February. This will be a casual activity with low power and wire antennas. QSL via home call. Patrick will participate in the ARRL DX CW Contest as FG5BG (category to be decided on the spot). [TNX NG3K].

I Club station IQ5RR will be operated by Franco, I5DOF on 8, 15 and 22 February. Look for activity on 40 metres between 8 and 14 UTC. A special "QSL Certificate" will be available direct only via I5DOF (Franco Donati, Via A. Fratti 205, 55049 Viareggio - LU, Italy: he asks to include 5 Euros, as proceeds beyond return postage will be donated to charity). [TNX I5LGN].

J6 Jack, K9JE will be in St. Lucia with the J6DX group for the ARRL DX CW Contest. Look for him to be active on all bands with his own call (J68AR, QSL via K9JE) before and after the contest, from 11 to 25 February. Also Gary, KI6T will be with the J6DX group; outside the contest he will be active as J68GS (QSL via KI6T), especially on the WARC bands. [TNX K9JE and KI6T].
J6 Dale, G3VMK will be active (CW only on the higher bands) from St. Lucia during his family holiday on 14-27 February. [TNX QRZ-DX].

JW - Rag, LA5HE will be active again as JW5HE from Svalbard on 12-18 February. He plans to concentrate on the low bands and CW. QSL via home call. [TNX OPDX Bulletin]
KH6 Witek, SP9MRO reports he will operate on all bands (except 30 metres) as KH6/SP9MRO from Hawaii on 8-17 February. QSL via home call. The QSL cards for his January activities as YN1/SP9MRO and TI2/SP9MRO will be processed and mailed not earlier than March.
KP2 John/W8LBY and Norm/K8NI are active as KP2/homecalls from St. Croix, US Virgin Islands (NA-106).
OA OA4BHY, OA4DJW, OA4SJ, OA4DM, OA4BHN and OA4AHW will be active as OC3I from Los Chimus Island (SA-074) on 11-16 February. They plan to operate on 10-80 metres SSB, CW, RTTY and PSK31. QSL via OA4DJW,direct or bureau. [TNX The Daily DX].
PA Bert, PA1K and other eight Dutch and German operators will participate in the PACC Contest in early February as PA6Z. QSL via PA1K. [TNX PA1K].

SM SM4XIH, SM4RGD and possibly others will participate in the CQ/RJ WW RTTY WPX Contest (14-15 February) as SJ9WL (Multi-Single) from the Morokulien station on the border between Sweden and Norway. QSL via SM5DJZ. [TNX NG3K]

SV SV1QN, SV1AIN, SV1GYG, SV1EQU and SW1GYN will be active as SX8K from Kythira Island (EU-113) and Lighthouse on 20-28 March. QSL via SV1QN (all QSOs will be confirmed automatically via bureau). [TNX SV1QN].
UA Yuri, UA1ONY plans to visit and operate from a few Novaya Zemlya's coastal islands (EU-035). His expedition started on 3 February. QSL via RZ3EC (Eugene Shelkanovtcev, P.O. Box 70, Orel 302028, Russia). [TNX RZ3EC]
VP2V Look for Tony, N3ME to operate on 10-20 metres SSB as VP2V/N3ME from the British Virgin Islands (NA-023) until 12 February. QSL via home call. [TNX The Daily DX] 

SOUTHEASTERN ASIA Hiroo Yonezuka, JA2EZD/XW2A will be travelling to Vietnam and Cambodia from 10 February through the end of the month. He plans to operate as 3W2B and XU7AAA. QSL direct to P.O. Box 10003, Vientiane, Laos.[TNX The Daily DX]

ANTARCTIC OPERATIONS.

ANTARCTICA Keii/JA6KTY and Sanae/JF6PMO have been active as EM1U from the club station at the Ukrainian "Akademik Vernadsky" base on Galindez Island (AN-006). Information and pictures of this Antarctic station are available at http://www.qsl.net/em1u/

HYPERLINK "http://www.antarctida.kiev.ua/english/"
http://www.antarctida.kiev.ua/english/

HYPERLINK "http://home.t-online.de/home/Purtz-Guestrow/stationen3a.html"
http://home.t-online.de/home/Purtz-Guestrow/stationen3a.html
SOUTH ORKNEYS Henry; LU4DXU is now active as AY1ZA from the "Orcadas" base on Laurie Island. His radio is interfering with the commercial HF station and when both are on the air Henry has to turn the amplifier off and run 10-15 watts only. QSL via LU4DXU. [TNX DL5EBE]

SOUTH SHETLANDS Ricardo, CE9R will be at the Chilean Antarctic base "Escudero" on King George Island until 23 February. Those who still need a QSO with him can contact Dominik, DL5EBE at DWeiel@t-online.de [TNX DL5EBE]

PROPAGATION FORECAST

SB PROP ARL ARLP006 

ARLP006 Propagation de K7RA

Sunspots are back in view. Last week's Propagation Forecast Bulletin ARLP005 reported two days with a sunspot number of 0, but this week the average daily sunspot number rose 28 points to 66.7. This is nice for short term HF propagation, but now that January has passed, a look at monthly averages shows a clear decline in the sunspot cycle.
Average daily solar flux values over the same months were 144, 124.5, 133.5, 126.8, 116.6, 129.4, 127.7, 122.1, 112.2, 155.5, 140.8, 116.1 and 114.1. 

You can see that over the past 13 months average daily sunspot numbers dipped below 100 several times, but were never below 82.6 until December and January when they dropped to 75.7 and 62.3. Look for declining solar activity over the next few years, with the predicted bottom of the solar cycle still three years off.

Right now sunspot 551 is moving into the center of the visible solar disk, the place where sunspots have the most effect on earth. Geomagnetic conditions at mid-day today (Friday, February 6) were unsettled, but unless the active region around sunspot 551 spews forth, conditions should be normal over the next few days. The predicted solar flux over this weekend (February 6-9) is 105-110. Solar flux values should peak around 130 toward the middle of the month. This week let's look at paths to Brazil, where it is currently late summer. We will look at 20 meters and above only. From California, 20 meters 2300-0800z, 17 meters 1830-0200z, 15 meters 1500-0100z, 12 meters 1530-0000z and 10 meters 1630-2300z. For more information concerning propagation and an explanation of the numbers used in this bulletin see the Propagation page on the ARRL Web site at http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/propagation.html. Sunspot numbers for January 29 through February 4 were 25, 42, 49, 57, 106, 103 and 85 with a mean of 66.7. 10.7 cm flux was 87.4, 92.7, 94.4, 97.3, 101.5, 99.4 and 101.4, with a mean of 96.3. Estimated planetary A indices were 10, 17, 12, 11, 21, 17 and 15, with a mean of 14.7.
MLDXCC 2004 Meeting Schedule

Feb. 28 

Mar. 20 

Apr. 17

Thanks to Ken, K6TA, for arranging with RT pizza for our meeting room.
Membership Criteria 

Membership criteria may be obtained by writing the Secretary/Treasurer at:

MLDXCC

PO Box 1073

Pine Grove, CA 95665-1073 
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2004 Officers of the MLDXCC
Prez: Ron St.Jean, KG6CMS kg6cms@arrl.net

Vice Prez: Jim Vennenman, WX6V

wx6v@msn.com

Treasurer: Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD 

k6tkd@arrl.net

Contest Chairman: Dick Wilson, K6LRN,

k6lrn@arrl.net
Director: Ray Parker, ND6S

rayep@volcano.net

Director: Gary Stilwell, KI6T

E-mail: ki6t@arrl.net


Secretary: Open

Nugget Editor

Rick Samoian,W6SR samoian@directcon.net

Contest Feedback

Dick Wilson, K6LRN: k6lrn@arrl.net
QSL Manager:

Norm Regan, WA6SJQ
Publicity Chairperson

Brandt Woodard, K6BEW

Net: Wednesday’s 19:30 local, W6SF repeater 147.165 (+600)

Our Website: is: mldxcc.com

ARRL Awards Checkers

DXCC, Gary Stillwell, KI6T & Ken Anderson, K6TA

WAS & others Dennis King, N6KD

ARRL Sixth District QSL Bureau

PO Box 530, Weed, CA 96094-0530.

For more information, visit the ARRL Sixth District QSL Bureau Web site http://www.kqlz.com/qslbureau6.html. 
INTERNATIONAL DX CONVENTION, APRIL 23-25, 2004 AT THE HOLIDAY INN VISALIA, CA

YOUR RESERVATION FEE INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING:

All HF, Low-band, and DX oriented forums and technical sessions; The traditional Convention Patch; Hosted Cocktail Party; Saturday night Banquet and DX oriented programs featuring a well-known speaker: Sunday Morning Breakfast Buffet, with a well-known quest speaker on another great DXpedition; Pre-registration Drawing for a Monster Prize for those who pre-register by the 15th of March 2004 only.

Your registration will also include a ticket to the US Tower Lunch on Saturday.  Don’t forget to bring the YL’s, we are planning a great “Saturday Tour”.

Theme This Year is: Hawaii Days

Banquet wear as always is your choosing, but we are encouraging Hawaiian shirts, dresses, skirts, etc.

Come join in the fun. You may even get lei’d! Aloha!!!!

Convention Shirts This Year

New look in the convention shirt…Polo shirt good quality, a collar, embroidered logo above the pocket. Color of the shirt will be a tan / beige. This year we will not be putting on call signs or names. If you wish to order one separately with these items on the shirt, we will have order forms available at the convention. You may order your shirt with your Pre-registration before March 15, 2004.

Golf Tournament on Friday

(Contact Don Bostrom: dbostrom@pacbell.net)

“The Saturday Tour”

Contact Dee Montano: kc6tio@dxer.com & Kristin

Dankert: k6peq@dxer.com

Tour will be Saturday April 24 from 9:00 to 3:30 for more information please keep checking our website:

www.scdxc.org/Visalia

RV PARKING (DRY) available behind the Holiday Inn – If you want hook ups, please check the website: www.cvbvisalia.com click on Recreation Sponsored by the SCDXC www.scdxc.org
Cut-out the registration form below

INTERNATIONAL DX CONVENTION 2004 REGISTRATION FORM

Are You A Newcomer: Yes No

Golf Tournament: Yes No

Name_________________________ Call___________

Convention Polo Shirt M LG XL XXL

Name_________________________ Call___________

Convention Polo Shirt M LG XL XXL

Additional Guest:

Name_____________________________

Call_________ Convention Polo Shirt M LG XL XXL

Address_____________________________________

City______________________________

State___________

Zip Code___________ Country_______________________

E-mail: ___________________________

Pre-Registration

(prior to 3/15, 2004): $70.00 per person . Total $_______

Late Registration

(after 3/15, 2004): $75.00 per person.   Total $ _______

“The Saturday Tour”

(April 24, 2004): $20.00 per person  Total $ _______

Embroidered Convention Polo Shirts:

Quantity__ x $30.00 ea .Total $ ____

Banquet Meal Request: Chicken _____ Prime

Rib_____ Salmon_____ Veggie_____ Grand Total $_______

Make Checks Payable to: International DX Convention (No Cash PLEASE)

Send Form & Check to: 

Don Bostrom, N6IC

4447 Atoll Avenue

Sherman Oaks, CA 91423









The MLDXCC Newsletter

Page 1

