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The Nugget

The Newsletter of the Mother Lode DX/Contest Club

MEETING DATE, LOCATION & PROGRAM 

When: Saturday, June 18th, 11:30AM-2:30PM 

Where: Ione Hotel, 25 West Main St., Ione, CA 95640 Phone: 209-274-6082, Order from their menu.
What: General get-together and Field Day planning. 
The following members have not paid their 2005 dues:

K6GT         George Daughters

K6KD         Dennis King

WB6QVI       Fred Soderer

K6RK         Chuck Patterson

W6VFA        Web Weber

AE6Y         Andy Faber

N6TV         Bob Wilson

Mail dues to: Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD, 

Box 273, Somerset, CA., 95684-0273.

FROM THE PREZ

June 7 marks the 50th year of K(n)6LRN. A Novice license was issued to me on June 7, 1955. About a year later, I dropped the ‘n’ as Novice class licenses were good for only one year. 

Field Day is June 25 & 26. Even if you are not participating, we would like to see   members and guests come to the site at Peddler Hill (north side of highway 88) and see what we are doing. Thanks to the generosity of Bruce Butler, W6OSP, we have a 204BA 4 element 20 meter beam. See Jim’s report for more info.

The joint meeting of the NCCC & MLDX/CC is on July 23. There will be a video on Dubai, taken by Rusty, W6OAT last year on a trip to operate from A61AJ. I am told there is info on the station. 

I have not been doing much hamming lately. Things are drying out and due to new regulations; we must clear flammable plants, etc.100’ from the house. Due to the abundance of rain, there is a ‘bumper crop’ of weeds & grass. We did also have a great crop of wildflowers…lupines, etc. Anyone need any Manzanita plants?? 

Hope to see everyone in Ione next Saturday! de Dick K6LRN

THE VP SEZ

Greetings from Auburn. 



Planning for the club’s 2005 Field Day effort is in full swing over the next several weeks. See the separate Field Day article in the newsletter for more information.  

Here at my QTH – I’ve finally started my long-awaited tower project. The excavator showed up last week with his John Deere backhoe and I now have a large 6x6x3 foot deep hole in the side of my yard. We uncovered some really huge rocks in the process of digging that are now sitting in a big pile in my yard. Due to the recent rains and the fact that my yard is on a down-slope – there is 3-4” of water in the bottom of the hole that is slowing draining. The next step is to firm up the sides of the hole, get my rebar-cage built, and prepare for the concrete pour – a fun summer project!  

My operating time has been almost zero since the last newsletter. With the improvement in the weather, I’m finally able to start working on numerous home improvements projects that are on my list for this summer. 

The following member scores appeared on the club reflector over the past few weeks:

CQ WPX – CW

KF6T –      1,202 x 563     =  1,453,103

KI6T  –         340 x 238   =    164,696

K6TA -         432 x 331    =    325,042

Nice going folks! Sorry if I missed anyone – but I only see the scores that are reported on mldxcc@contesting.com. If you want your score to be listed in the newsletter – please be sure to post your score to the club reflector. 

See y’all next month.  Jim  -WX6V-

CQ CQ FD de K6AO!!
Plans for the club's 2005 Field Day event are in full swing over the next several weeks. Commitments for participation have been received from the following members (in no particular order):  WB6GEF, N6RK, KF6T, K6LRN, K6TKD, WK6I, N6NIA, & WX6V. NU6T will be joining us for station tear-down on Sunday. 

We could sure use a few more operators, so please drop me a line if you may be joining us anytime over the 24 hours of Field Day. We will be operating in Class 2A again this year. In addition to the two main HF stations, we will also have a "GOTA" (Get-On-The-Air) station operating on HF along with a VHF setup for 6 & 2 meters. With this many stations running, there should be ample time slots available for everyone to operate. An 18 KW diesel generator supplied by WB6GEF will provide more than enough AC power for all stations. All stations will be housed in tents this year that are equipped with fans for daytime use and heaters during the night.  We will be using Writelog, a Windows based program for our logging needs. Jack, KF6T, is working with our logging computers to enable them to communicate with each other. Thanks, Jack!! The big question this year is whether Dave, WB6GEF, can finally make a contact via one of the satellites. He almost made it last year - so we will all be rooting him on this year.

We still have a few unmet needs for supplies - bandpass filters, another operating tent, and a bar-b-q grill. We have been searching for an RV to rent for the weekend with no success so far. If you can help with any of these - please let us know.  

Initial reports from Peddler Hill this past weekend indicate that snow is still on the access road in 2-foot high drifts. With the kind of weather that we have been having so far this month, I am confident that we will be able to get to the top of the mountain by June 24. 

Here's how to get there. If you are coming up from the Jackson area, take Highway 88 east. When you get to about the 6,500 foot elevation level (approximately 42 miles from Jackson), you will see a sign on the left side of the highway that reads "Bear River Lake Resort Recreation Area" and a big white arrow that points to the right. This is the road to our site - except - you need to turn to the left instead. A concrete road heads up into the forest and .8 miles up the road you will come to the top of the hill and a small grove of six trees. At this point, you are directly over the Hwy 88 Scenic Overlook. 

If you are coming from the Placerville-Auburn area, then I would recommend taking the Sly Park Road exit off of Hwy 50 (just east of Pollock Pines), turn right at the end of the exit, then turn left onto Mormon Emigrant Trail just after you pass Jenkinson Lake. This will eventually bring you to Hwy 88. Turn right (heading west) on Hwy 88 and go 7.2 miles to the afore-mentioned Bear River Lake Resort highway sign. Turn right and head up the hill. (*****Note – road reports as of 6/12 indicate that Mormon Emigrant Trail is still closed by snow. Check with Amador County’s Road Department at (209) 223-6429 for the latest status of the road).

The initial setup for the weekend is scheduled to start Friday afternoon (6/24). Field Day officially starts at 11 A.M. Saturday morning and lasts until 11 A.M. Sunday morning. Station/antenna tear and lunch down will probably last until around 2 P.M. Sunday. By the way - there is family camping at the Bear River Lake Resort down the hill from our FD site. Camping sites there are $25/night. Call them at 209-295-4868 for more information or check out their web site at www.bearriverlake.com. In addition to camping, the Resort also has a general store (ice is available 24 hours a day), a full service restaurant, and the campground has coin-operated showers. 

There will be a camp stove and BBQ grill on site for folks to use for cooking and we have secured a large coffee-maker which will keep us supplied with "go juice" for the entire weekend. Dick, K6LRN, and Carolyn, K6TKD, have volunteered to supply the group with a pasta feed for Saturday evening’s meal. Be prepared to provide your own food needs for all other meals, drinks, and snacks. Probably the most important item to bring with you is plenty of water. It’s mighty dry on top of Peddler Hill!

I can’t make this week’s club meeting since my wife is kidnapping me to an undisclosed location for Father’s Day weekend. A designated club member will be filling-in for me to answer all questions and accept last-minute pledges of assistance.

That’s about it. If you are looking for something to do over the last weekend of June – c’mon up and join us. The most important day is Friday – setup day (actually – tear-down on Sunday is pretty important too because all of the operators are rather worn down by then). Why not plan to come help us get the masts and antennas into the air and then enjoy a nice juicy steak hot off the grill at the end of the day (of course – you have to supply your own steak!) amidst the company of some great radio operators. Then sit around the table with us, sip on your beverage of choice, and share some of your favorite “war stories” from past contests while the sun sets in the west. 

Sounds too good to pass up to me!  See ya there.  Jim  -WX6V-
MEMBER’S NEWS & FEEDBACK

Worked about 3 hours during WPX-CW picked up 3-4 new countries and some nice

fillers. about 65 q's (not bad for being in DX-hell).

I think it's a real good ideal to solicit help from the NCCC for additional operators to help with Field Day. I think we ought to make a big deal out this to help encourage

getting bodies to fill up the schedule. I also think they will be quite JAZZED when 

they see the site. De Ron N6NIA

The post office delivered me enough QSL cards in the last couple of weeks so that I now have 1,000 band countries - the magic number for the DX Challenge award.   de Bill  KI6PG

HI all, just need VU7 and 7O, my mixed

Total 333/352 overall

Totals;

Phone       298/301

CW          313/317

160            6/6

80          120/121

40          186/186

30            42/42

20          293/296

17            53/53

15          221/222

12            39/39

10          199/202

Challenge  1159/1167

5 Band DXCC

I am trying to build up the WARC band totals. My 80 meter antenna still at about 12 feet, at center.  Up soon I hope.

My Petition for Section Manager Election has been accepted and so far no other petition sent to ARRL.  Closing date is June 10.

73, Jettie

American Radio Relay League

Jettie B. Hill, W6RFF

Section Manager, Sacramento Valley

916-783-0383

NEW LIVERMORE SWAP MEET LOCATION AND INFORMATION!

I picked up the attached at the Livermore Swap yesterday.  See the following link for all the info: www.larkswap.com Shirl/AA6K

MLDXCC – June 2005 Financial Report

Balance May 1, 2005:   $856.64

Income:


N/A

Expenses: Insurance    $325.00

Balance May 31, 2005         $531.64

Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD, Treasurer

EDITOR’S NOTES

There were no Radio highlights last month.  Conditions just sucked! The bands were noisy and the A and K indices were very high.  Three new band countries were added to my log, yep, it was a good time to be doing something fun, cause playing’ radio was not where it’s at.  I received my DXCC paperwork back from Newington (it took 2+ months this time) and I am now at 2264/2296 on the DX Challenge Award. I have another 150+ outstanding so I’m still working on it.  Also, I’m now up to 73 countries on 160M. But the 80 & 160 bands were pretty lousy the past winter. I’m hoping it will be better next year, or, I operate from K0YW’s in Colorado in the next few 160 contests.  That ought  to build up the ol’ country count HI HI.  And yes, the rules do allow that!  

I did a bunch of weed whacking last month and then it rained another half inch. Crap, I think I had fewer weeds before I started weed-whacked, and I’m beginning to think I’m way too old for this stuff. Man, it’s worst than climbing ur tower. HI HI 

Last week I installed the International Radio “narrow-roofing-filter” into my FT-1000D. I was impressed with the ease of installation (25-mins) and the results. It “really” cut-down the SSB and CW interference, noticeably. If you have any questions contact me and I will tell ya’ all about it, or just come-on over and check it out (on the air) for yourself.

Unfortunately I will not be at the next meeting, or field day. Karen and I are going on an Alaskan Cruise from the 18th through the 26th.  So we hope all goes well with FD. 73 and CU all at the July meeting, de Rick W6SR 

STUFF FER SALE

I have the following items for the swap:

Rigblaster Plus (complete) $45(club price)
http://www.westmountainradio.com/RIGblaster.htm

MFJ494e 10-160m 300 watt Tuner,  $75 

http://www.mfjenterprises.com/products.php?prodid=MFJ-949E 

Reply to n6nia@arrl.net  

MLDXCC May 21st meeting minutes

Club officers present:K6LRN,KI6T, K6TKD, ND6S

Called to order by K6LRN at 12:25 PM

VP and Secretary absent. Meeting notes by Ray ND6S

Introduction of members and one visitor. Mike Moran KG6CNS

Minutes in newsletter approved

Treasurer’s report  approved

Visalia report and discussion by various members:  Contest Club dinner netted $190.00. No US Tower BBq.

Rick, N6RK reported on prize room. No final on earnings to MLDXCC.  Need more people for next year to guard the prize room. Discussion on taking over the DX convention by the MLDXCC ended with no conclusion after former chairman of the convention Rick; W6SR described some pitfalls of a small club taking on a big project.

Gary Stilwell, KI6T asked when and how much will the club are paid for working the prize room at Visalia. No information at this time according to Rick, W6SR.

After a further discussion of  the MLDXCC getting more involved in 2007 convention, a motion was made by the President to peruse further consideration of  the level of participation. The motion was seconded and carried. 

MLDXCC won the SS competition with combined CW and SSB scores.

New Business

Rick, N6RK read the Field Day want list from Jim, WX6Y. A poll of FD operators in the group revealed 5, possibly 6 operators.  There will be a revised want list sent to members for FD equipment.

Carolyn, K6TKD requested approval for $325.00 to pay club liability insurance. Motion was made and passed. 

MLDXCC membership now around 30.  Meeting adjourned 1:23 PM

Program

TJ3FR DX-Pedition video
UPCOMING EVENTS

Foothill Flea Market

2nd Saturday of each month from March through October at Lockheed, Sunnyvale.

Livermore Swap Meet

1st Sunday of each month (see website for new location), 7:00 AM to noon, all year.  Talk in 147.045 from the west 145.35 from the east. Check at: larkswap.com 

UP-COMING CONTESTS

All Asian DX Contest, CW 0000Z, Jun 18 to 2400Z, Jun 19 

SMIRK Contest 0000Z, Jun 18 to 2400Z, Jun 19 

AGCW VHF/UHF Contest 1600Z-1900Z, Jun 18 (144) and 

  1900Z-2100Z, Jun 18 (432) 

West Virginia QSO Party 1600Z, Jun 18 to 0200Z, Jun 19 

Quebec QSO Party 1700Z, Jun 18 to 0300Z, Jun 19 

Kid's Day Contest 1800Z-2400Z, Jun 18 

NCCC Thursday Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Jun 24 

Marconi Memorial HF Contest 1400Z, Jun 25 to 1400Z, Jun 26 

ARRL Field Day 1800Z, Jun 25 to 2100Z, Jun 26 

RAC Canada Day Contest 0000Z-2359Z, Jul 1 

NCCC Thursday Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Jul 1 

Original QRP Contest 1500Z, Jul 2 to 1500Z, Jul 3 

NCCC Thursday Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Jul 8 

IARU HF World Championship 1200Z, Jul 9 to 1200Z, Jul 10 

FISTS Summer Sprint 1700Z-2100Z, Jul 9 

NCCC Thursday Sprint 0230Z-0300Z, Jul 15 

CQ Worldwide VHF Contest 1800Z, Jul 16 to 2100Z, Jul 17 

North American QSO Party, RTTY 1800Z, Jul 16 to 0600Z, Jul 17 

RSGB IOTA Contest 1200Z, Jul 30 to 1200Z, Jul 31 

Ohio/Penn DX Bulletin
3DA, SWAZILAND (Update/LowBand Activity). Frosty, K5LBU/3DA0CF, reports good news for Low Banders, and all systems are a go for July from Swaziland. The operators are excited about the antennas for the low bands. He states that thanks to a fellow ham, they will have (3) 800 ft. beverages. One beverage will be pointed toward the U.S., one toward Europe and one toward

Japan. They expect to be on the air by the 9th of July or possibly the 8th.

Frosty mentions that they will have two very tall verticals for 160-80 meters (they are at least 70 ft. tall, and they will try to put them at least 1/8th wave apart). He wished that they had several more operators on this trip, but he guesses Wayne, W5KDJ/3DA0JDK, will have to do all the CW. On 40 meters they will have the 40 meter kits on a Cushcraft A4S antennas which will be close to 40 meters high.

3Y0X PETER I DXPEDITION (Press Release #2006-1). The following was sent out by Ralph/K0IR and Bob/K4UEE on June 9th: "The Peter I DXpedition is scheduled for early 2006. We are pleased to announce that contracts have been signed with a two Chilean companies to provide a vessel and helicopter for the DXpedition to Peter I, Antarctica during Jan/Feb. 2006. The actual dates of the operation will be released on or about Sept. 1, 2005, but the general time frame will be between Jan. 16 and the end of February 2006. The actual dates depend on the vessel scheduling and weather considerations. It is the team's objective to be at Peter I for a minimum of two weeks with the actual operating time to be determined by weather and set-up time. Because of the likelihood of it being a very long time before Peter I will be activated again, we have set some very high QSO goals. Nine stations will be established on the island and QRV on all bands 160-10m, on the most common communications modes. Most of the members of the 2005 team will participate in the 2006 DXpedition, but there are several slots available for new team members. Contact either: K4UEE (mallphin@aol.com) or K0IR (rfedor@cloudnet.com) for more information. This adventure is not for the faint-hearted! Sponsors from the 2005 attempt are on board for 2006. See www.peterone.com <http://www.peterone.com> for a complete list. This is a very expensive project.  Although the team will be putting up approximately 70% of the DXpedition's expenses, additional contributions from sponsors are being sought.  Contributions by check or PayPal are very much appreciated.  It is easy, just go to www.peterone.com <http://www.peterone.com>. Thanks for your support!

We will be posting DXpedition updates periodically, so please check the website often."

9A10, CROATIA (Special Event). Members of the Amateur Radio Club Koprivnica will be active with the special callsign 9A10KC now through December 31st. Activity is to celebrate the 10th Jubilee of the Community for the Technical Culture of the City of Koprivnica. The QSL Manager for this activity is Kresimir, 9A7K. Contacts with 9A10KC are also valid for both "Worked 9A PFX Award" and "Croatian County Award". Also, a "Koprivnica City Award" is available. For more details on the 9A10KC callsign and the above mentioned awards, visit the following Web page at:

http://www.9a7k.com

9M2, WEST MALAYSIA (Please Change Your Databases). Ian, 9M2FB, was heard this past week on 20 meters CW just after 1515z. Ian E-mailed OPDX and informed us that since January of this year, he has been issued with the callsign 9M2FB (before that he was active as 9M2/G3TMA). He states, "It seems this is a reissue of a callsign issued to 9V1OK many years ago." Some QSL CDs and databases are still listing 9M2FB via 9V1OK. This is incorrect. The correct QSL address for 9M2FB is on QRZ.com for direct cards or via G3TMA for bureau cards.

A5, BHUTAN. Takkuma, JF1EGV, was heard this past weekend as A52EGV on 21255 kHz starting a early as 1200z and as late as 1600z. QSL via operator's instructions. Also, A51AJ has been heard on 20 meters SSB after 1315z. QSL via DJ2MX.

CY9SS, ST. PAUL ISLAND. After a rough landing on the island, the CY9SS crew is now active until July 7th. Reported details by "The Daily DX" indicate that "while the crew was coming ashore, the team lost a generator and three tower sections, and the landing craft's captain hurt his leg.  High wind and rain also hampered efforts to set up camp." Also, the WX has not been kind to DXpedition. Currently, the team is down to four operators. Krassy, K1LZ, broke a leg and had to be air lifted by a Canadian Search and Rescue helicopter (David, KY1V, went with them to help out). More operators (5) are expected on Tuesday, weather permitting. As this was being typed on Sunday, activity by CY9SS was on 20/17/15/12/10/6 meters. QSL CY9SS via VY2SS: 57 Tranquility Ln, Bloomfield, PEI C0B 1E0 CANADA.

DAYTON HAMVENTION 2005 PHOTO GALLERY. The famous K8CX 2005 Dayton Photo Gallery is now up with 157 photos at: http://hamgallery.com/dayton2005/ Tom, K8CX states, "This makes the 9th consecutive year for Dayton Photo Gallerys."

DXCC NEWS. Bill Moore, NC1L, ARRL DXCC Manager, has informed OPDX that the following operation is approved for DXCC credit: HZ1EX - Saudi Arabia; From October 27, 2004 through December 31, 2005. *ADDED NOTE: Hans, SM0BYD, informs OPDX that he is the QSL Manager for this station. This station is also approved for LoTW. He also adds "DO NOT SEND IRCs!" IRCs are no longer valid in Sweden. Visit the following for details:      http://www.qrz.com/SM0BYD

HB0, LIECHTENSTEIN. The first HA-LZ team will operate from here as HB0/homecall between June 19-26th. The QTH is a rented house on Malbun,1602m ASL. The team members are: Valya/LZ5AV (XYL), Johny/LZ1PJ, Laci/HA0HW, Tomi/HA4DX and Geza/HA4XG. They plan to have three stations set up, and one will be on 50.100 Mhz with a 6 element Yagi. For HF, they will use a 3 element Yagi, Gps, and dipoles made by DunaX. Activity will be on all HF bands, incuding the WARC bands, and on CW, SSB, RTTY and PSK31. QSL via the LZ and HA bureaus or direct to the addresses you can find at QRZ.com.

IOTA NEWS.................

AS-059.  By the time you read this, the station signing UE0ISL will be wrapping up their operation from Zav'yalova Island (RRA New One and expected QRT is June 13th). Activity was to be on 40/20 meters and possibly 17/15 meters. Later in July a team is planning a more serious trip to this island.

AS-066.  Operators Dmitry/UA0LQJ, Yuri/UA0LG, Alex/UA0LDY, Anatoly/RA0LHK, Igor/RA0LGG, Svetlana/RA0LHE,Kristina/UA0LHH and Nick/UA0NM will sign UE0LBI from Bel'tsov Island June 17-21st. They will also make a side trip to Petrova Island which is not an IOTA and sign UE0LPI. QSL both operations via IK2DUW.

AS-147.  Operators JA1KJW, JJ1JGI, JK1EBA, 7N4AGB plan to be active from Rebun Island (JIIA AS-147-006), Hokkaido from July 15-18th and Rishiri Island (JIIA AS-147-007) from July 18-21st. Look for them to sign homecall/8. QSL via their home callsigns, direct or via the bureau.

EU-NEW.  Just a reminder to look for MS0IRC/p to be active from Rockall           Island (New IOTA!) around June 14th and lasting until June 21st. (Read OPDX.703). Operators are Dave/MM0ALM and Jim/MM0CWJ. Activity from this dangerous island will be primarily SSB on all bands. QSL via direct to G0HXN.

EU-031.  Operators IK8UND, IK8HCG and IK8TEO will join Virgilio, IC8OZM, for the IOTA Contest. They will be signing IC8OZM from the Island of Procida (IIA NA-002 and MI-080).QSL via the home callsign.

EU-078.  Members of the Radio Club Girona will activate Isla Meda Grande           (DIE E-001, DME-17199) as ED3MED on June 19th. Their activity will be during the Spanish Islands Contest (D.I.E.) on 40 meters CW/SSB. Operators mentioned are: Josep/EA3GM, Rafael/EA3QA, Mai/EA3EGC and Miquel EC3AMR. QSL via EA3RCG (QRZ.com).

EU-138.  Bernd, DL8AAV, will be active as SM7/DL8AAV/p from Aspo Island. He is here on vacation until June 24th. Activity will be on HF and SSB. QSL via the Bureau to his home callsign.

EU-171.  Jakob, OZ7AEI, will activate the following islands in this IOTA group on June 16th: Jegindoe (Danish Island Award NJ-006), Ageroe (DIA NJ-018) and Mors (DIA NJ-002 and the Sillerslev Lighthouse ARLHS DEN-064). He will sign OZ7AEI/p and his activity will begin around 0700z, on 40 and 20 meters. QSL via his home           callsign, direct or by the bureau.

SA-039.  Read the story about the 2005 CW5R DXpedition to Lobos Island            at:   http://www17.ocn.ne.jp/~iota-ja/newpage3cw5r.html

SA-058.  The Association of Radioamateurs of Venezuela and the Grupo DX Caracas are pleased to announce that they are organizing an IOTA DXpedition to the Carabobo State Islands (Specific island will           be announced shortly), to celebrate the 2005 Venezuelan Navy Day. Look for them to sign YW4C, July 7-10th. Activity will be on HF (SSB/CW/Digital) and 6 meters VHF (FM). Grid Locator: FK60. QSL only via W4SO (Please, no USA stamps. Cards are verified and mailed from Venezuela.)

KH2, GUAM. Yoshi, JE2EHP, will be active from Guam (OC-026) as K1HP/KH2from June 17-19th. Activity will be on 160-6 meters CW/SSB. QSL via the Bureau to JE2EHP.

LX, LUXEMBOURG (Also PA). Dennis, G3PNF, will be active as LX/G3PNF now through June 16th. Activity will be on 40/20/15 meters using Pro-Am whip dipoles. His suggested frequencies are:  SSB - 7080 and 14180 kHz; CW - 7027, 14056 and 21056 kHz. QSL via his home callsign, direct or by the bureau. Look for him to be active as PA/G3PNF from the Netherlands between June 18-22nd.

QSL INFO AND NEWS..................

4U1ITU QSL INFO/STATUS. Jerry, N4JF, received the following message from Patrick, F6IRF, who was recently active from 4U1ITU and according to Attila, OM1AM, station manager: "As per club General-Assembly   decision it has been decided that - considering the fact that LoTW is now operational and giving full satisfaction, one bureau card will not be sent anymore and systematically for each QSO. All QSOs have now been uploaded to LoTW, and we encourage you to use this system. - we will of course continue to reply to all bureau and direct cards, and to special requests like SWLs, but at the moment the backlog remains important and the manpower very limited..."

QSL CT6OO via CS1GDX,by the Bureau or direct to: P.O.Box 1156, 2736-996 Agualva, Portugal. Activity was to celebrate the Portugal   Day Contest and the International Meeting CLube Fiat 500-600. Visit   the Web page at: http://www.clube600500.com/

Ant, IZ8CCW, reports that he received the YE3K QSLs from IT9EJW's print shop. He states that all QSL cards are prepared and will be going out this week. To see the status of your QSL, visit the following   Webpage: http://www.mdxc.org/iz8ccw/ye3k.htm

All QSLs not requested via direct were send out June 11th via the bureau.

Zik, YT1HA, reports that QSL cards for 5Z4YT1CS are printed and are ready for sending. All stations who send their QSL direct will be returned the same way. QSLs are also "OK" via the bureau. For direct   cards, QSL via YT1CS, and the address is: Miroljub Stosic, Jugoslovenska 70, Surdulica 17530, SERBIA and MONTENEGRO.

SILENT KEYS............

*George, VK5ALS, reports that Don, VK3DZM, became a Silent Key (SK) on June 4th. Don was a very keen, well-known and liked operator on   the 80 meters DX Phone scene for many years who will be sadly missed by all of his many amateur friends, his friends in general and his family.

*OPDX was informed that Eddy, FK8CR, became a Silent Key (SK) on June 8th. Eddy, who was active for many years, was on the first IOTA DXpedition to Chesterfield Island (FK5C) and on Matthew Island (FK5M). OPDX and its readers would like to send out our deepest sympathy to the families and friends of VK3DZM and FK8CR.

SPECIAL EVENT (YL Activity/Event). Look for the special event station

TF3SYL to be aired between June 10-18th from Reykjavik, Iceland, and during

the Scandinavian Young Ladies Radio Amateurs (SYLRA) meeting that will

take place between June 12-15th. Delegates from 8 different countries

will be attending. Unni, LA6RHA, is the President of SYLRA. QSL via the bureau to TF3VS or direct to: Vilhjalmur Sigurjonsson, Digranesvegi 18a,IS-200 Kopavogur, Iceland. For more info, please visit the SYLRA Web pageat:                http://www.qsl.net/sylra/tf3syl.html

SPECIAL EVENT. Members of the F6KWP ARS and their friends are expected to be active until Jume 20th from the border of Belgium and Luxembourg during the 2005 HamEuro. Look for the following stations on HF: TM7HAM, ON6HAM and LX7HAM. QSL for the three callsigns via F6KWP direct or via the bureau.

SU, EGYPT. Gab, HA3JB, will be active again as SU8BHI from July 1st to

December 31st. He will be active on all bands using CW, RTTY, SSTV,

PSK and some SSB during many of the major upcoming contests.  QSL direct

only via HA3JB: Kutasi  Gabor, P.O. Box  243, H-8601 Siofok, Hungary.

Logs will be available at:         http://www.qsl.net/ha3jb

TI0, COSTA RICA. Members of the Radio Club of Costa Rica and a U.S team plan to be active as TI0HQ in the IARU Contest (July 9-10th) from the Costa Rican HQ as a Multi-Multi effort. They expected to have 3 or 4 stations on the air from different locations. Activity will be on 160-10 meters CW/SSB. QSL via TI0RC. Operators mentioned are: TI2MOT, TI2GBY, TI2JCY, TI4ZM, TI3TLS, TI2CCC, TI2VW, TI2KAC, TI3MAO, TI2DLL, W4BW, K4UN, W4KTR, N5VI and possibly K4PI.

TT8, CHAD (Activity/News). Pierre, TT8AMO, was heard this past weekendon 17/15/12 meters CW at various times between 0730-1730z. QSL Manager Dennis, PA7FM, reports that "ALL" TT8M QSL cards have been answered in the past week...except for a few "problem" cards. He is expecting the TT8AMO QSL cards from the printer in the upcoming week, and will start answering those immediately. He will try to have them all answered before the end of this month. TT8AMO will be in Chad for about one more week before leaving the country for a well deserved break. He will try to be active as much as possible in this last week. Dennis states that if you have worked him on some bands...please do NOT work him again....and again. It will keep others from working him for a 'new one'. TT8M will return to Chad on the 16th of June. He will bring a 5 element yagi for 6m (UKSMG sponsored) and probably also a long yagi for 2m + amplifier. He will concentrate on 2 and 6 meters (also he will try EME when the moon is there at the right time). The end of the operation is still 'open' but it's not sure if Pierre, TT8AMO, will return to Chad after his break. The complete logs and a look at the photo QSL is available at the following Web page at: http://www.pa7fm.nl

VK9C & VK9X, COCOS-KEELING AND CHRISTMAS ISLANDS (Correction/Updates). It seems your editor had a mix-up of operators for this upcoming operation. Rex, VK7MO, will activate both of these islands (not David, VK2CZ, as mentioned in OPDX.712 last week). Look for him as VK9CMO from Cocos-Keeling Island, August 18th to September 1st. Also, look for him as VK9XMO from Christmas Island, September 1-22nd. These operations are soley 2m EME using the digital modes (no HF), and will be staged from the Christmas

Island Cricket and Sporting Club (same venue as for VK9XD in 2003/2004). This is the first ever known attempt at EME from either of these Zone 29 islands!! Of course during this period, terrestial 2m is also possible,

and given the 'hot' Hepburn propagation in this part of the world, it is expected that opportunities to VK6 exist. YB0/YB1/9V1/4W3 are also within plausible range, but not anticipated. QSL via VK7MO direct. Visit the following Web page for more info at: http://www.qrz.com/vk9xmo

VK9X, CHRISTMAS ISLAND (Also VK9C). David/VK2CZ and Charlie/W0YG will go to Christmas Island on October 22nd. They will be active from October 23rd until November 6th. They plan to be active as VK9XD in the CQWW SSB Contest that next weekend. Before and after the contest, Charlie will be on the air as VK9XG (mostly on RTTY and CW), and David will be active as VK9XD.

David will return to Australia on November 7th. On November 7th, Charlie will move over to Cocos-Keeling as VK9CG and be active starting November 8th on the same bands as from Christmas Island. QSL all contacts with

VK9XG and VK9CG direct only to W0YG. QSL VK9XD via David's QSL Manager

VK6NE.

VP2V, BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS. Glenn, WB9NDM, will be active as VP2V/WB9NDM from the Island of Tortola (IOTA NA-023), June 22-24th. Activity will be between 1300-1500z primarily on 20 meters SSB (14235 kHz). If conditions permit, he will also activate 17 and 15 meters. QSL via his home callsign, direct or by the bureau.

YK, SYRIA. Hikmat, YK1AM, is now active from Damascus and was heard this past week on 14222 kHz after 0300z. He is the son of Rasheed, YK1AA, who at one time was the only active ham in Syria for years. Rasheed became a "Silent Key" (SK) in 1991. 

PROPAGATION FORECAST
Propagation Forecast Bulletin 24  ARLP024 From Tad Cook, K7RA

Seattle, WA  June 10, 2005

To all radio amateurs 

Sunspot and solar flux readings were up this week while geomagnetic K and A indexes were down a bit, which is generally what HF operators want. There were no big events triggering geomagnetic storms this week, as indicated by the low A index numbers at the end of this bulletin. A solar wind stream last weekend only drove geomagnetic indices up to moderately active levels. But two big new sunspots, 775 and 776, are rotating to the most effective position for affecting earth. Solar flux for this weekend, June 10-12, is expected to be around 110-115. Geomagnetic conditions should be quiet, although the new sunspots are magnetically complex, and could hold a surprise.

We're moving now toward summer propagation from the recent spring conditions we've been experiencing. Summer solstice in the Northern Hemisphere is set for June 21 at 0646z. Today we are 80 days past the equinox, and the bands are behaving differently than they were a few months ago. For instance, paths from the continental U.S. to South America are open much later on 17 and 20 meters. You can run

two instances of W6ELprop, located on the web at,  http://www.qsl.net/w6elprop/, and run some tests. 

For instance, perform a test from the center of the Continental U.S. (by entering W for the prefix) to Brazil for any date this week, and enter an average of several days of sunspot numbers (from the end of this bulletin). You can do the same for a date in late March, and get the numbers from past bulletins at,  http://www.arrl.org/w1aw/prop/. Even though average sunspot numbers were lower in late March than they've been this week, propagation possibilities to Brazil during mid-day on 10, 12 and 15 meters in March were much better than they are now. But signals over the same path show better current openings much later into the evening on those same bands than they were in late March. Plot from the central U.S. to Hawaii as the target, and 20 meter signals drop out in the evening in March, but are currently strong all night long.

There have been many nice 6-meter openings recently, mostly via the sporadic-E layer skip that is common this time of year, and Frank Fascione, KB1LKB of Manchester, Connecticut sent in a report for last Sunday, June 5. He reports an all day opening to the Caribbean on 6-meters, as well as Georgia, Florida and Alabama. Among stations heard but not worked were FG5FR, FM5JC, FM5AD, 9Y4AT, YU4DDK, and PZ5RA. Frank contacted several new ones for him, including FJ5DX, YV4DYJ, PJ2BVU, HK4SAN and J69EN.

Doug, CO8DM uses 100 watts to a 2 element quad at 65 feet on 6 meters. He reports that around the first of the month he copied European stations, including Italy and Sicily, and on CW, Malta. The next morning he heard M0BJL in the UK.

Regarding the urging above to get on 6-meters, Eric Hall, K9GY wrote, "... please mention for people to get on with their radios that can work VHF and be active in the ARRL VHF contest. It doesn't take a lot of stuff to make QSOs!" Eric made his first 6-meter QSO on June 5 with an FT-817 and a 6-meter Hamstick whip antenna. He was in FM18 and he worked N4OX in EM60 on 50.130 MHz SSB. Then he worked KA4DPF in EM81 about 20 minutes later. 

Bill VanAlstyne, W5WVO in DM65 seemed almost giddy about the opening on Tuesday, May 31. He says it was "one of the most incredible 6M Es openings I've ever been part of since moving to New Mexico a few years ago. 6M was open from before 7 AM local time until nearly midnight, with only a couple hours of rest around mid-day. I think we're all still catching our collective breath from this one!"

Bill runs 100 watts to an 18 foot 5 element Yagi up 25 feet. He made over 75 contacts and worked 13 new grids to boost his total above 300. He says he "ran pile-ups of calling stations for an hour at a time like I was a DX station. Unbelievable! During the hottest stretches, even QRP signals exceeded S9 +20 dB and were coming in from all over the country at the same time, with path lengths all the way from quite short (450 miles) to quite long (1800 miles)."

He continues, "No so-called 'double hop' here -- these east-coast signals were as strong as those coming from half or a quarter of the distance away. There were obviously a number of rather interesting propagation modalities going on here. If only we really understood this stuff!"

Bill has been a ham since 1962, and says "I don't think there is ANYTHING more exciting than this kind of Es opening on 6M. It's almost a transcendent experience!"

Nice to hear such enthusiasm. Maybe that's why 6-meter enthusiasts call it "the magic band." Currently we're two weeks away from Field Day. The long range forecast from the U.S. Air Force shows a planetary A index of 20 (a bit high) for both Saturday and Sunday of Field Day weekend, June 25-26. This is probably predicted because of coronal holes and solar wind from the most recent rotation of the sun. Two weeks is a long way off for predicting conditions, so we'll try to come up with a more meaningful look in a couple of weeks.

If you would like to comment or have a tip, email the author at,k7ra@arrl.net.

For more information concerning radio propagation and an explanation of the numbers used in this bulletin see the ARRL Technical Information Service propagation page at,http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/propagation.html. An archive of past bulletins is found at,http://www.arrl.org/w1aw/prop/.

Sunspot numbers for June 2 through 8 were 69, 55, 74, 77, 89, 94 and 100 with a mean of 79.7. 10.7 cm flux was 93.3, 95.3, 96.9, 105.4, 106, 109.1 and 115.7, with a mean of 103.1. Estimated planetary A indices were 7, 8, 18, 20, 13, 18 and 6 with a mean of 12.9. Estimated mid-latitude A indices were 7, 10, 12, 14, 7, 11 and 3, with a mean of 9.1.

MLDXCC 2005 Meeting Schedule

June 18 Ione Hotel  Ione, CA (Pre-Field Day meeting)

July 23 Senior Center in Jackson

August 13 Ione Hotel  NAQP-CW on 6th/SSB on 20

September 24 Ione Hotel Sprints on 10th & 17th

October 15 Ione Hotel  (If we would rather attend Pacificon, meeting on 

Oct 8) CQP is on Oct 1 & 2...CQWW SSB Oct 29 & 30 Nominations

November 12 Ione Hotel  (SS/CW on 5th & 6th, SSB on 19th & 20th) Elections

December 17  Ione Hotel  (Could have on 3rd-ARRL 160, if 17th too close 

to Christmas)

Membership Criteria 

Membership criteria may be obtained by writing the Secretary/Treasurer at:

MLDXCC

PO Box 1073

Pine Grove, CA 95665-1073 

The club website is: mldxcc.com

The MLDXCC NEWSLETTER

Information may be reproduced provided credit is given MLDXCC.

2005 Officers of the MLDXCC  

President: Dick Wilson, K6LRN,

k6lrn@arrl.net
Vice Prez: Jim Vennenman, WX6V

wx6v@msn.com

Secretary: Ron St.Jean, N6NIA n6nia@arrl.net

Treasurer: Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD 

k6tkd@arrl.net

Director: Ray Parker, ND6S

Nd6sarrl@sbcglobal.net

Director: Gary Stilwell, KI6T

E-mail: ki6t@arrl.net


Nugget Editor: Rick Samoian,W6SR samoian@directcon.net

QSL Manager: Norm Regan, WA6SJQ

Publicity Chairperson Brandt Woodard, K6BEW

ARRL Awards Checkers

DXCC, Gary Stillwell, KI6T & Ken Anderson, K6TA

WAS & others Dennis King, N6KD
ARRL Sixth District QSL Bureau

PO Box 530, Weed, CA 96094-0530. For more information, visit the ARRL Sixth District QSL Bureau Web site http://www.kqlz.com/qslbureau6.html.
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