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The Newsletter of the Mother Lode DX/Contest Club

MEETING DATE, LOCATION & PROGRAM 

What:. A NEW NCDXF Video.
Where: Mountain Mike’s Pizza in Martell, CA. 
When: Saturday, June 14th at our regular time (The room is reserved from 11AM-3PM.)

FROM THE PREZ

June meeting agenda (Time “suggested”): 

11:30
(Pre-meeting Board Meeting as needed)
12:00
Call to order and Agenda Review

12:05
Officer Roll Call

12:08
Old business
•
Minutes review and acceptance

•
Treasurer report, including presentation of proposed budget or issues

•
Committee reports, if any

•
Meeting dates (approve/amend)

•
Recognition of achievements, milestones and other.

12:30
New business
•
New Members?

•
Contest planning—Field Day

•
Upcoming DX

•
Presentation ideas

•
Review action items
13:15
Guest Speaker/presentations: 

15:00
Adjourn
Contesting

Field Day is almost here.  Consider joining the crew for a weekend the mountains..  
With SFI around 66,it is time for station improvements.  I’m reading my antenna books, looking for a 80m wire antenna I can fit into 85 feet so I may squeeze a few more points into my SS score this year.  I’ll also be playing with an 80m vertical this summer.  With the addition of a functional SB-200 and the need to put my “high” power tuner in line, it seems it is time to rearrange the workspace and that requires new shelves.  Time also to clean up the interesting items I’ve picked up that don’t add to station effectiveness.  Spring cleaning!    

DX?

What DX?  I’m getting depressed listening to the NCDXF beacons and not hearing any but San Francisco <grin>!  OK, several show up in the afternoon, but it seems I could hear a few on the gray line in the morning.  I noted one propagation page that suggested QRP operators needed an SFI of 70 for single hop propagation.  The beacons are suggesting I’m functioning as QRP.  As a half-cycle ham, I’m finding the difference between 2002 and 2008 amazing.  In 2002 I made contact with a lighthouse in South Africa not too far from our antipode for my WAC, in 2008 I feel luck when I hear Hawaii.  I’ve been watching the approach to cycle 24 via a website of the same name (http://www.solarcycle24.com/trend.htm).  It seems we will have to wait a few more months to learn which prediction will be most right.  

So, time to clean up the logs, review returns from QSLs requested, and read memoirs from past operations, and dream of future operations.

Good DX! 
Rich; NU6T@ARRL.net; 916-962-2431
Member news/feedback/Announcements.

I received my K3 radio last Friday but have not played with much yet. Dick N6TNX

Just went to Post Office and found 160 M QSL's for K6KO and K6TA from HC2SL. Another new one on 160! The bands suck! de Ken, K6TA (Unfortunately, Ken has hit the nail on the head, de Ed)
KI6CG/R Will be in the ARRL VHF contest as a rover in DN47 saturday and sunday!

I also received plaques for Honor roll and 5BDXCC….de George, KI6CG/P Montana
At N6XI/Truckee I spent a frustrating week replacing a Top Ten Devices DX Doubler with a microHAM MK2R+. The MK2R+ is one of the more over-engineered devices I've ever encountered inside or outside ham radio. But once tamed, it does a good job of managing a multi-mode SO2R station with far fewer moving parts than required with its predecessor. I eliminated two external keyers, two 2-port USB-to-Serial adapters and a rats nest of cables. (MK2R+ seems to require only a mouse nest.) I still don't fully understand the beast with its 12 busy pages of control interfaces, six overlapping save/restore/apply functions, 17 buttons, 39 LEDs (some multi-color), six knobs, several disjoint groups of modes and severe shortage of theory-of-operations overviews  and task-oriented documentation. There are some nifty behaviors that usually come back when requested and others that come and go seemingly on a whim. The ability to hear my hand sending while muting computer sent contest exchanges and listening to the "other" radio was worth the price of admission. I if I ever figure out how to command all its tricks and avoid the ones I don't need, I think it will do everything I ever wanted and maybe warm the coffee as well! Phew! 73,Rick N6XI
EDITOR’S NOTES

As Ken and Richard have said in their comments, “conditions suck”.  I totally agree!  In fact, I haven’t worked any HF DX since the end of April.  Yep, that long ago!  But I have been listening on 6 meters and worked a few east-coast guys and a KH6 or two.  Ho-hum!.  Most of my radio activity is chatting with the locals on the KJ6KO 900MHz repeater. 

This is a good time to take the ol’ Corvette out for a spin, work in the garden, or do just about anything but work the radio.  However, all is not lost, Field-Day is the end of this month and that should spark some activity.

I did start a couple of projects the past month, I rebuilt my old HV P/S that runs the GS-35B power amplifier and six meter amplifier.  Norm is helping me with the fabrication of a new, very old design, pair of 4-250’s on 6M.  That should help, when, and if, the band opens this coming cycle, HI HI

We are going to LA a few days after the meeting for our son’s graduation, and to see the grandkids and attend the SCDXC picnic.

CU all the 14th……….de Rick, W6SR

June 2008 Treasurer’s Report

Balance May 1, 2008:
$965.90

Income: Badge             13.00

Dues
                    15.00

Balance May 31, 2008:   $993.90

BTW: Anyone remember when we have had such a handsome balance?
Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD

Board Meeting Minutes, 17 May 2008.

In a brief meeting before the General meeting, the Board members present (Vice President Shirley Rose, AA6K, Director Norm Wilson, N6JV and Secretary Kay Anderson, K6KO) discussed a previous suggestion that guest speakers traveling a long distance to meetings be reimbursed for their mileage.  Guest speakers are currently reimbursed for their lunch expenses, but mileage has never been requested.  It was suggested, “At the discretion of the presiding officers of the event, and by a consenting vote of the Board, guest speakers will be reimbursed for their lunch and/or mileage expenses on a case-by-case basis up to a maximum of $50.00.”  This wording will be brought again before the Board prior to the next meeting, and if agreed, then brought before the general membership for discussion and approval and/or inclusion in the Club by-laws.  It was noted that the current reimbursement for luncheon expenses has not been written into the by-laws, and that the current “healthy” state of the treasury will soon be depleted by the annual payment of $320 for liability insurance. 

General Meeting Minutes, 17 May 2008.   

Shirley Rose, AA6K, Vice President, called the meeting to order at 1:15 PM at the Thai House Restaurant in Valley Springs with 17 members and one guest in attendance

Officers’ Roll Call.  Present were Vice President Shirley Rose, AA6K; Directors Dick Wilson, K6LRN, Norm Wilson, N6JV and George Campbell, KG6OJV; Treasurer Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD; and Secretary Kay Anderson, K6KO.

Secretary’s Minutes and Treasurer’s Report.  The Secretary’s Minutes and Treasurer’s Report of 15 March 2008 were accepted as printed in the May Nugget newsletter. 

Achievements.  Jack Morgan, KF6T, received certificates for 1st place Placer County, 8th place California in the 2006 California QSO Party (CQP), and for 1st place Placer County in the 2007 CQP.  Shirley, AA6K, received his CW DXCC this past month, placing him in an elite group of operators, while Rich Cutler, WC6H, ranked 19th (Top 25) in Sweepstakes Phone.

Field Day Preparations.  Field Day Chairman Jim Venneman, WX6V, reported that weather should not be a problem this year; a lot of commitment and manpower will be needed to keep or exceed our excellent showing as 3rd US station, Class 1A.  Field Day this year is 27/28 June and will again be staged at Peddler Hill.  Any interested participants should contact Jim; the Club is looking for a satellite operator for the event as well.  Plans will be finalized and discussed at the next meeting on June 14th.

Upcoming Contests/DX/Events.  The WPX contest is next weekend, and the swap meet at the Bellevista High School on Madison between Sunrise and Hazel will be held tomorrow beginning at 7:00 AM.  Norm, N6JV, reminded all that the meet is all top gear, no computers.

Next Meeting and the July Joint Meeting Venue.  The next meeting on June 14th  will be held at Mountain Mike’s Pizza in Martell.   Preparation for the July joint meeting with the NCCC is in progress, but it has been suggested that the date of the reservation at the Lodi Beer Company in Lodi be changed from the 19th to the 26th to avoid conflict with the RTTY contest on the 19th.  Vice President Shirley will contact the LBC to change the date if possible, and to work with them to come up with a selection of four or five entrees from which to choose, to avoid the confusion of ordering from a full menu.  Items and prices will then be posted along with directions and requests for RSVPs from members of both clubs in order to determine the number planning to attend. 

Presentation Ideas.  More ideas for upcoming presentations were suggested, including “What NOT to do when assembling a STEPIR antenna” by Shirley, AA6K; K9YC’s presentation on rig interfaces to computers and hum elimination, et al, and the follow-on to his toroid presentation; any NCCC contest programs that might possibly have been taped or have been put on DVD; video from N4ZA on contesters and the 5L mercy ship in Liberia; and the upcoming video of 9X0R in Rwanda.  

Items for Swap, Sale or Wants.  Ken K6TA, has a new, never-out-of-the-box Heil headset; Jack, KF6T, has an ICOM 765; Dick, K6LRN, has a 26” monitor for VCR or DVD player.  Norm, N6JV and Shirley, AA6K, announced that TVs, VCRs, etc., can be dropped off at Delta College in Stockton, with another to-be-announced place in Sacramento.  Ray Parker, ND6S, announced that the Senior Center in Jackson is in need of a portable television that can be wheeled from room to room on a cart.  The Amador County club, ACARC, had donated the previous set which has been broken. 

Membership and Dues.  Members were reminded that their 2008 dues are now due.  An application for membership by Bob DeMarco, W6OZI, was read and approved, and Bob was welcomed as a new member.

Adjournment.  Meeting was adjourned at 1:50 PM.
 Kay Anderson, K6KO, Secretary
GREAT HAM LIES

I only own one radio!!

Ur 599 (ur call again please).

Your QSL is in the Mail

I'll Never Build Another Kit Project

I bought my mint TS-950SDX for $300.00.

I worked em on the first call.

I never worked DX on a net!!

After a long boring QSO:

XYL says dinner is ready.

Just got the ____ call.

We're losing propagation (wiggle the RF Pwr control)

QRM Now -- Better Sign while we can!

OOpps -- there's the doorbell

Gotta land line OM -- 73

OOppss Rover!!! Gotta run and empty the dog!!

Oh shoot, lightning in the area, gota shut down!

XYL says time to take my pills.  Gota go!

Time for the local repeater net, Gota go!

I am just running a few watts, opps there goes the circuit breaker.

I usually copy code around 40 wpm but have an ear infection so using phone now.

Love code but had my Vibroplex stolen so have to use phone. 

From The Strange Mind Of AC6V

UPCOMING EVENTS
Old Foothill Flea Market

1st Sunday of each month at DeAnza College, intersection of I280 and State Highway 85.    The flea market is going under the name "ASVARA"

Livermore Swap Meet

 (see website for new location), 7:00 AM to noon, all year.  Talk in 147.045 from the west 145.35 from the east. Check at: larkswap.com 
(SELECT) UP-COMING CONTESTS

ANARTS WW RTTY Contest 0000Z, Jun 14 to 2400Z, Jun 15 

West Virginia QSO Party 1600Z, Jun 14 to 0200Z, Jun 15 

ARRL June VHF QSO Party 1800Z, Jun 14 to 0300Z, Jun 16 

Run for the Bacon QRP Contest 0100Z-0300Z, Jun 16 

NCCC Sprint Ladder 0230Z-0300Z, Jun 20 

All Asian DX Contest, CW 0000Z, Jun 21 to 2400Z, Jun 22 

SMIRK Contest 0000Z, Jun 21 to 2400Z, Jun 22 

Feld Hell Sprint 1500Z-1700Z, Jun 21 

AGCW VHF/UHF Contest 1600Z-1900Z, Jun 21 (144) and 

  1900Z-2100Z, Jun 21 (432) 

Marconi Memorial HF Contest 1400Z, Jun 28 to 1400Z, Jun 29 

ARRL Field Day 1800Z, Jun 28 to 2100Z, Jun 29 

7 June 2008  A.R.I. DX Bulletin  No 892

*** 4 2 5  D X  N E W S ***

****  DX  INFORMATION  ****

9L - Alfeo/I1HJT, Silvano/I2YSB, Carlo/IK1AOD,Vinicio/IK2CIO,Angelo/IK2CKR, Marcello/IK2DIA and Stefano/IK2HKT will operate from Sherbro Island (AF-056), Sierra Leone from 25 January to 13 February 2009. Further information is expected in due course. The web  pages for the  operation  are at http://www.i2ysb.com QSL  via  I2YSB (direct) or G6BMY (bureau).

BY - BA4DR, BG4AJU, BG4CHO, BG4CJX, BG4CNB and BG4EIH will be active from Daqu Shan Island (AS-137) on 7-8  June. Look for them to be  signing homecall/5 on 160-6 metres SSB, plus  2 metres. QSL via home  calls, direct or bureau. [TNX BG4CZX]

BY - Jack, WB8FSV will  be vacationing in Qingdao, China from  10 to  30 June. In his spare time he will operate as WB8FSV/BA4IT, mostly  15, 20, and 40 metres CW. QSL direct or via the bureau. [TNX WB8FSV]

EI - Weather permitting, Helmut, DL5DSM will be active as EJ/DL5DSM  from Great Blasket Island (EU-007) on 8 June, between 10 and 15.30  UTC. QSL via home call, direct or bureau. [TNX VA3RJ]

GD - Look for GD4IOM/p to be active from the Isle of Man (EU-116) on  CW only during the RSGB National Field  Day on 7-8  June. QSL for  this operation only via GD4IHC. [TNX MD0CCE]

HL - Look for Kang, DS4DRE/4 and possibly others  to be  active on  all bands CW and SSB  from Och'ong  Island (AS-148) and lighthouse  on 14-16 June. QSL for all via DS4DRE, direct or bureau. [TNX DS4DRE]

IS0 - IK2DUW and IK2UVT will be active as IM0/homecall from  Sant'Antioco Island (EU-024, IIA CI-010) on 12-23 June. They will concentrate  on 6 metres. [TNX IK2DUW]

LZ - Special event station LZ17EXPO will be active on all bands and modes between 7 and 30 June for the 17th edition of "Hobby Radio Expo", to         be held in Kazanlak on 14-15 June. QSL via LZ1YE. [TNX LZ1BJ]

S7 - DL6NBR (S79WF) and DH3NB (S79GB) will be active from the  Seychelles from 14 June to 4 July. They plan to operate on 40-6 metres. QSL via home calls, direct or bureau. [TNX NG3K]

TA - TA1FR, TA1HZ, TA2DJ,  TA2RA, TA2RX,  TA2SK and  TB2MYE will  operate special station TC1MR from the National Medical Rescue Team's (UMKE) camp at Kirklareli on 6-8 June. QSL via TA1HZ. [TNX TA1HZ]

TA - Pavel/TA2ZAF (OK1MU), Slavek/OK1TN and Dan/OK1HRA will be active as TC0W from Kefken Island (AS-159) on 7-11 June. They will operate CW and SSB on 40-10 metres. QSL  via OK2GZ, direct  or bureau. The  website for the operation is at http://www.okdxf.eu/expedice/tc0w/

XT - Michael,  F1IQH   will  be   active  once again  as XT2WC from Bobodioulasso, Burkina  Faso starting on 9  June for two or  three weeks. He will  operate mainly on  20 metres  with 100 watts and a G5RV. Hopefully he will operate also on 6 metres, if he can get an authorization. [TNX F5NQL]

YU - Jose, CT1FKN (aka 4W6FK and  T98FKN) is in  the Portuguese Army  and has been in Kosovo with KFOR  for a while. He  says he has  received permission to be  active as YU8/CT1FKN  until 20  September. He  can operate on the HF bands only. QSL via home call, direct or bureau.

*** 4 2 5  D X  N E W S ***

****  GOOD TO KNOW ... ****

425 DX NEWS MAGAZINE ---> The  latest issue  (May 2008) is now  available  at http://www.425dxn.org/monthly/index.html. Articles  and  pictures  should  be sent to Nicola Baldresca, IZ3EBA.

PHOTO GALLERY ---> The  Dayton Hamvention 2008  Photo Gallery (300+  pictures

collected by Tom, K8CX) can be found at http://hamgallery.com/dayton2008/

QSL S51ZZ  As of 2 June, Buzz, NI5DX is the new QSL manager  for  Vojko, S51ZZ. Buzz can confirm past  contacts,  as well as  any made from  this date forward. [TNX K1XN]

QSL VIA AI4U ---> As of  1 July 2008  all operations by  JA1BK and N6TJ  that were handled by Garth, VE3HO will be transferred to AI4U. Garth will continue

to answer mail for QSL requests until 1 January 2009. The operations affected are listed athttp://www.ve3ho.ca/ve3ho/ve3ho-qslmgr.htm

TOP LISTS  --->  The  latest  Topband, Topmode and  Toplist listings are  now

available  at http://www.425dxn.org/awards/toplist/index.html.  Please  note that QSOs confirmed through LoTW or included in on-line logs are now eligible for listing.  Send send  your scores,  as well  as  any request  for  further information, to Erminio Pandocchi, I2EOW (i2eow@ari.it)

WW DXPEDITION TROPHY 2008 - The Strange Radio Team is conducting the third annual survey to recognize the "DXpedition of the year" that has aroused  the greatest interest in the amateur radio world  between 1 June 2007 and 1  June 2008. Cast your vote at http://www.strangeradioteam.com/wwdxt/index.asp  [TNX IZ7AUH]

5U5U     Christian Saint-Arroman, Chemin de Mousteguy, F-64990 Urcuit, France 9M2TO    Tex Izumo, P.O. Box 125, GPO 10710, Penang, Malaysia

C4I      Norman Banks, 3 Salaminos Street, 8650 Paphos, Cyprus

DH5MM    Thomas Krueger, Peter-Paul-Str. 7, 39106 Magdeburg, Germany

DK6AO    Klaus Rosenplaenter, Elisabeth-Miehe-Weg 8, 38644 Goslar, Germany

DL5ME    Mario Borstel, Zur Tonkuhle 57, 39130 Magdeburg, Germany

K6HFA    Hubert Clark, 545 West Vassar Ave., Fresno, CA 93705, USA

OM2SA    Juraj Sipos, P.O. Box 29, 94603 Kolarovo, Slovak Republic

PA0VHA   Hans Vernhout, Ph. de Goedestraat 54, 3132 XR Vlaardingen, The Netherlands

S21RC    M. Fazlay Rabby, UNICEF BCO, BSL Office Complex, 1 Minto Road, Dhaka 1000, Bangladesh

YB0KYM   P.O. Box 6302 JKBKJ, Jakarta 11063, Indonesia
Propagation Forecast Bulletin 24  ARLP024

From Tad Cook, K7RA

Seattle, WA  June 6, 2008

We had seven days of no sunspots this week, but a sunspot was emerging on Thursday, June 5. Helioseismic holography revealed a high latitude sunspot on the opposite side of the Sun. Until recently, we had no idea what was happening on the far side of the Sun, the side directed away from earth.  Go to http://www.spaceweather.com/glossary/farside.html and to http://solarscience.msfc.nasa.gov/Helioseismology.shtml for more information on helioseismology.

Sorry about my mix-up last week, which some readers saw in some versions of the bulletin regarding Labor Day.  No, it is not celebrated in May.  If you didn't see it, then you read a version edited by the very capable and wide awake staff at ARRL HQ.

As promised last week, here is an update to the three-month moving averages of sunspot numbers.

Sep 05 39.3

Oct 05 28

Nov 05 36

Dec 05 40.6

Jan 06 32.4

Feb 06 18.1

Mar 06 27.7

Apr 06 38.5

May 06 39.7

Jun 06 28.9

Jul 06 23.3

Aug 06 23.5

Sep 06 21.2

Oct 06 24.1

Nov 06 23.1

Dec 06 27.3

Jan 07 22.7

Feb 07 18.5

Mar 07 11.2

Apr 07 12.2

May 07 15.8

Jun 07 18.7

Jul 07 15.4

Aug 07 10.2

Sep 07  5.4

Oct 07  3

Nov 07  6.9

Dec 07  8.1

Jan 08  8.5

Feb 08  8.4

Mar 08  8.4

Apr 08  8.9

I was able to calculate the value for April because we have all the data for March, April and May.  The total of all daily sunspot numbers for those three months was 818.  Divide that value by 92

days gives us approximately 8.891 as the average. 
Note the average sunspot number has increased only slightly since last Fall.

Jeff Lackey, K8CQ of St. Simons Island, Georgia noted that in the table of zero-sunspot days presented last week, there was at least one error.  They counted as 36 days the period from May 27 to July 31, 1996.  You can look at the whole website, not just the page we linked to last week at, http://users.telenet.be/j.janssens/Spotless/Spotless.html.  Jeff checked data in the table against an archive of sunspot data on the ftp site, ftp://ftp.ngdc.noaa.gov/STP/SOLAR_DATA/SUNSPOT_NUMBERS/.  He found that the 66 days they reported as 36 days were actually over two periods, but neither was over 20 days.  Jeff wrote, "Indeed, the run that ended on 31 July began on 8 July, thus it was a 14 day run.  The beginning date of 27 May was for a run that ended on 7 June.  Between 7 June and 8 July, the sunspot numbers were all

non-zero."

The NOAA Space Weather Prediction Center sees a constant and quiet geomagnetic planetary A index of 5 through June 14.  Geophysical Institute Prague predicts quiet conditions for June 6, quiet to unsettled June 7-8, and quiet again June 9-12.

If you would like to make a comment or have a tip for our readers, email the author at, k7ra@arrl.net.

Sunspot numbers for May 29 through June 4 were 0, 0, 0, 0, 0, 0, and 0 with a mean of 0.  10.7 cm flux was 68.1, 67.1, 66.9, 66.6, 67.1, 66.3, and 65.2 with a mean of 66.8. Estimated planetary A indices were 9, 11, 8, 8, 5, 4 and 4 with a mean of 7.  Estimated mid-latitude A indices were 7, 7, 8, 6, 4, 3 and 2, with a mean of 5.3.
MLDXCC 2008 Meetings 3rd Saturday (pending contest or other conflicts). Tentative Schedule below:
	June
	14

	July
	26

	August
	23

	September
	20

	October
	18

	November
	22

	December
	20


Membership Criteria 

Membership criteria may be obtained by writing the Secretary/Treasurer at:

MLDXCC

PO Box 1073

Pine Grove, CA 95665-1073 

The club website is: mldxcc.com

The MLDXCC NEWSLETTER

Information may be reproduced provided credit is given MLDXCC.

2006 Officers of the MLDXCC  

President, Richard Hill, NU6T

REHill@ix.net.com
Vice President, Shirley Rose, AA6K roses@prodigy.net
Director, Dick Wilson, K6LRN
k6lrn@arrl.net
Director, Norm Wilson, N6JV
n6jv@comcast.net

Director, George Campbell, KG6OJV
Kg60jv@yahoo.com
Treasurer, Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD

k6tkd@arrl.net

Secretary, Kay Anderson, K6KO

k6ko@arrl.net
Nugget Editor, Rick Samoian,W6SR samoian@directcon.net

QSL Manager, Norm Regan, WA6SJQ
Qsl73@linkunet.net 

Publicity Chairperson, Brandt Woodard, K6BEW. k6bew@yahoo.com
ARRL Awards Checkers

DXCC, Gary Stillwell, KI6T & Ken Anderson, K6TA

ARRL Sixth District QSL Bureau

P.O. Box 970 Fairfax, CA., 94978-0970

Comments or questions on this bureau's operation may be directed to kc6awx@arrl.net See the W6 Bureau home page (http://www.kqlz.com/qslbureau6/)
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