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 The Nugget

The Newsletter of the Mother Lode DX/Contest Club.

MEETING DATE, LOCATION & PROGRAM

When: Our next meeting is Saturday, March 20th at 12:00 noon. 

Where: The March 20th meeting of the Mother Lode DX/Contest Club will be at the Colima del Oro Restaurant in Shingle Springs at 11:30AM. The Colima del Oro is located at 4120 Sunset Lane. Sunset is off of Mother Lode Drive, one block east of Ponderosa Road. Mother Lode is the frontage road south of the Highway 50 / Ponderosa Road overpass and you turn left (towards the freeway) at the intersection of Sunset and Mother Lode. See the club’s website at http://www.mldxcc.org/ and click on “meetings” for a map and more information.

What: The program will be the Rob Sherwood power point/audio presentation of “Roofing Filters, Transmitted BW & Receiver Performance” which was presented at the Dayton Contest University in 2008.

Below are a few photos from our last meeting in Martel.  Including two guests, Sue, KE6BUY & Thomas, WB6JSB of Camino.
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From the Prez:
March is upon us and the contest season is in full bloom.  I would like to thank Ken K6TA and Norm N6JV for their valuable input at last months meeting about contesting.  I hope there were some nuggets of information that you were able to pick up that will help increase your enjoyment and score in a contest.  Congratulations to all of you that operated in the ARRL DX contest.  The numbers looked good as I saw them posted on the reflector.  I heard Jettie W6RFF moving up and down the band working a bunch of stations. 

  

Last Saturday 10 meters was wide open to the South Pacific, the US and South America, it's nice to see conditions picking up.  The last weekend of this month is the WPX contest; we will be doing a multi two operation at WC6H.  We are trying to keep the winning streak going for another year.  I heard there will be 11 stations in the Pacific Division competing against us this year for the #1 spot.  In preparation for the contest I will be missing the meeting this month.  I scheduled the crane to come to the house last Saturday but the storm and soggy ground did not allow it to happen.  The only time I have left is this Saturday and the weather is cooperating with no rain for a week.  The crane will be at the house at 8AM Saturday morning.  Bob W6OZI and I will go up in the man basket and take the 40 meter beam off the tower fix it and then put it back up.  I will be replacing the broken 10 meter beam with a 5 element 10 meter beam designed by Jack KF6T as well.  Shirley AA6K will be conducting the meeting on Saturday.  

Monday I went to the NCCC awards dinner and picked up a bunch of awards that our members won.  The MLDXCC captured a bunch of the recognition at the meeting. It makes me proud to be associated with such a great bunch HAMS who know how to KB.  The MLDXCC was also presented with the #1 club award in CQP.  Congratulations to all of you for doing a fantastic job. Shirley will be presenting the awards at the Saturday meeting.  If anyone would like to stop by during the WPX contest and listen to the operators and visit the station you're welcome.  Next month we will not have a local meeting, we will be at the at the DX convention in Visalia, hope to see you there. 

73, Rich WC6H 

VP’s QRM
Our next Meeting will be on Sat 20 Mar at the Colima del Oro Restaurant in Shingle Springs at 11:30AM (directions are available on the MLDXCC web site).  The program will be the Rob Sherwood power point/audio presentation of “Roofing Filters, Transmitted BW & Receiver Performance” which was presented at the Dayton Contest University in 2008.

The March issue of CQ magazine has posted the 2009 WPX SSB & CW combined club scores.  The MLDXCC had a combined total of 4,372,821 points from 12 entries.  Our challenge this year will be to top this score.  The SSB WPX event will be the last weekend of this month (27/28 Mar) so let’s plat to put forth a great effort.

Conditions were great for the ARRL SSB DX contest on 6/7 March.  It was nice to work some fairly exotic DX for a change.  I worked ST2AR on 15M Sunday morning and he was also running 100 W.  Looks like Solar Cycle 24 has started in earnest.    

A reminder that we continue to need topics and presenters for our club meetings so if you have something please let us know.

73 Shirley 

de AA6K
Tube of the Month de Norm, N6JV

4X150A

World War II drove many technological innovations.   The needs of modern warfare especially in the air required more power, higher frequency and increased miniaturization.  Important developments were made in better insulation, glass seals and efficient cooling methods.  During its experiments in 1945 on the 4X500A, EIMAC developed a process for making a forced air-cooled plate by folding a single sheet of metal like a Christmas ribbon.  

[image: image3.jpg]



In 1947, EIMAC introduced the 4X150A.  It was very small for its power and would operate up to 500 MHz.  Several types of sockets and ceramic chimneys were also developed for this tube.  This tube was small enough to operate in UHF cavity amplifiers and within the inductive elements of VHF amplifiers.  For use in aircraft, a version that used a 26.5 volt filament was designated the 4X150D.  In the 1950s, the ribbon anode was improved with more surface area and a new tube, the 7034/4X150A, was developed with a dissipation of 250 watts.  EIMAC then started making this tube with the new ceramic insulation.  They first designated it the 4X250B, but there was confusion with the glass insulated tubes, so they renamed it the 4CX250B.  All of these versions were made with coaxial input connections for use in cavity amplifiers that would operate into microwave frequencies.
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These tubes became a big hit with hams.  A very popular 2 meter amplifier was widely duplicated that used copper plumbing to form the plate tank. The tubes were mounted in the ends of the pipes.  Air was forced through the tubes and out through the pipes.  A pair of 4CX250Bs would handle a KW of input at 2 meters with very low drive power.

Today this family of tubes is still produced in many variations with up to 350 watts dissipation.  So far, 22 different variations of this family of tetrodes are included in the N6JV tube museum.
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de Norm, N6JV
Member news/feedback/Announcements.
Gary, KI6T, is slowly learning about all the features of his new Icom 756 ProIII.

Anyone have a TX2 or HAMM 4 series rotator?  I’m sure most do, they have a solid clamp assembly and generally work pretty-well. But, unless you drill a hole through the mast assembly and put a bolt through it, they have a tendency to allow the mast to rotate within the clamp, at least mine do. As I said, I could have drilled a through-hole, but that would not allow for any mast slippage. And in a strong wind that would break the drive gear (yes I have rebuilt at least 4 rotors) so (for me) that was not a real option.  Now I could spend $1300 to $2000 on a converted prop-pitch rotor, or a HD commercial rotator that I would have to winch in place, cause’ it weighs 50 # or more.  I’m cheap so I didn’t want to spend a bunch of money on something I really didn’t need; besides, my tower is not heavily loaded and doesn’t warrant a killer rotor.  So I looked at the TX2 mast clamp design and decided that the original design does not have sufficient contact area to supply the required friction on the mast for most applications.  There is one additional problem: most commercial masts are galvanized using a heavy coating of Zinc. Since Zinc is much softer than the steel mast, it simply extrudes between the (parent) steel mast and the steel rotor clamp.  I surmised that adding a couple of 2” stainless-steel muffler clamps above the rotor and then tying them to the top “U” bolt assemble on the TX2 rotor (by bolting all three clamps using a 3/16” thick X 1 ¼” wide 6061 alum. bar stock) would solve the problem.  This modification will allow the mast to rotate in an “oh my god wind storm”, and still (hopefully) preserve the drive gear.  The added clamps will supply a lot more friction than the original TX2 clamp assembly and that is the bottom-line. So off to Norm’s (N6JV) place and Blue Collar Supply for materials and fabrication, see the photos below for close-up views of the modification.  
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All the parts for this project were purchased for $16 ($12 for the clamps at Auto Zone).  So next time your mast slips, in your HAMMXX or TX4 might just think about an easy fix.  de Rick, W6SR
K3 for NU6T Part II

K3 upgrade to 100W

I bought a K3/10 with intentions of upgrading in steps.  I started with the K3/10 and the automatic antenna tuner.  That gave me something to play with, and enough to begin learning the many variables the K3 owner must understand.  It was not hard to set up the basic K3, but it seems clear that there are many tweaks to get the most out of this rig.  I planned to upgrade with the 100-watt PA, and then consider additional filters and perhaps the sub-receiver.  It’s probably a good idea to think ahead towards the sub-receiver, and get paired filters to be able to play with diversity receive.  

So, after playing with the basic radio, I found the cash to buy the 100w PA and turn my radio into a K3/100.  I also bought the digital voice recorder (DVR).  When it arrived, I pulled the installation guides, reviewed then, did a parts inventory, loaded up my egg cartons and cleared space for the operation.

First, I’ll note that if you buy a K3/100 kit, you first will build the K3/10, and run some checks and a calibration.  That successfully done, you disassemble the K3/10 to install the PA and run more checks and calibrations.  

I started on the DVR.  That involved disassembling the front panel of the K3.  If I had it to do over, I would buy the DVR and install it when first building the K3.  Not a big deal, but it took more time to disassemble the front panel and install the DVR, and put it all back together, than it took to install the PA.  
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Having reviewed the installation guides, I knew that I could plan the steps to minimize repeat work.  The installation guides were quite good and installation went easy.  I work a bit slow and methodically when doing something new to keep the smoke inside, but it took less than an hour to get either one installed.  Both kits went into the K3 as expected, no surprises.  The instructions were clear and complete, and easy to follow.  Parts bags generally matched component sections so I was only working with one set of parts at a time.
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Once installed, you have to tell the K3 that you have new parts installed, and tell it what to activate.  That requires that you connect the K3 to a computer, and let the Elecraft software run calibrations.  I used the Elecraft USB/Serial adapter (but later discovered I can also use the microKeyer II and avoid connecting and disconnecting the Elecraft USB/Serial adapter).  Everything went together well, and seems to be working quite well.  I’m still reading and re-reading the manual and absorbing the details.
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While the K3 packs a whole lot of radio into the box, the box is no bigger than my old IC-746.  It definitely hears better, even with the stock 2.7 kHz 5-pole filter.  
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The next step is getting the K3 connected to my microKeyer II and play with headphone setup differences between my Heil Pro-Set+ and a Yamaha CM-500.  

Rich, NU6T  

Editor’s Notes de Rick, W6SR
Don’t forget the 2010 Visalia International DX convention on 16-18 April.  See http://www.dxconvention.org/ for information and to download the registration form.

2010 VISALIA IDXC IOTA DINNER. The 15th annual Islands On The Air (IOTA) Dinner will be held on Friday, April 16th, in the Plaza Room of the Holiday Inn Hotel, 9000 W. Airport Drive, Visalia, CA 93277, Phone: 559 651-5000, in conjunction with the 61st annual Visalia International DX Convention. See the DX Convention Web site for details on the Convention at: http://dxconvention.org
Hi All

The past month has been a bit slow, in the radio department, around the ol’ W6SR QTH.  Played a little in the ARRL DX Phone contest on 15M only, but I had a commitment on Sunday and was only able to allot 11 hours total to the contest.  But I had fun, and that’s the bottom line.  

Karen and I just returned from 5 days in So. Cal., weather was great, and we got to see our son, daughter and the grandkids.  Traffic was light and we survived the LA freeways, as well as the I-5 butt-heads. Again!  

The past year or so I find that my enthusiasm for DXing and Contesting is not a keen as it was, and that maintaining a home on 10 acres (mostly for my radio stuff) is just not reasonable going forward.  So I was thinking, since most of us have retired from our jobs, or are thinking about doing it soon, is it reasonable to also retire form DXing and HF Contesting?  It is something that I am seriously considering.  Why you ask? Well I have attained all the goals that I set for myself when I retired here less than 10 years ago.  They were 8 band DXCC, 8BWAZ, #1 Honor-roll and 160M DXCC (now at 153 confirmed & 163 worked).  So if, and when, the real estate market turns-around we are going to move (within the area) and I will probably retire all the big HF stuff.  Now I’m not saying that I will not have anything up for HF, but I suspect that a small single tower and a tri-bander are in my future.  

Today my interests are in VHF, microwave bands, experimentation, and building.  Which were the reasons I got into HAM radio in the first place, so I guess you can say that I have gone full circle in 45 years? See ya’ all the 20th.de Rick, W6SR

March 2010 Treasurer’s Report
Balance February 1, 2010:   $2288.34
Income:Dues – KI6PG, W6FI, 

W6SR, W1RH,W6OZI, W6RFF, 

WA6SJQ, K6BUD
             120.00

Expenses:Donation to NSDXF



                         200.00

Balance February 28, 2010:   $2208.34
Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD, Treasurer

==========================================

Mother Load DX/Contest Club Meeting Minutes

February 13, 2010 
Call to order
President Rich Cutler, WC6H, called the meeting to order at 12:02 PM.  The meeting was held at Mountain Mike’s Pizza, in Martel.

Officer Roll Call
Rich, WC6H, President

Shirley, AA6K, Vice President

Carolyn, K6TKD, Treasurer

Bob, W1RH, Secretary

Gary, KI6T, Director

Rich, NU6T, Director

Rick, W6SR, Newsletter Editor,

Norm, N6JV, Webmaster

OLD BUSINESS
Secretary’s Report
It was moved to approve the Secretary’s minutes for the previous meeting, and the Treasurer’s report.  The motion was seconded.  The vote was unanimous.

Committee Reports
There were no committee reports.

Dues – Now due.

Meeting Dates
March - 3/20 – Shingle Springs

April – No meeting

May – 5/15 

June – 6/12

July – 7/24

August – 8/14

September – 9/18

October – 10/9

November – 11/13

December – No meeting

Recognition of Achievements
W6OZJ – DXCC

WC6H Multi-Op, WPX SSB (K6ST, WJ6O, N6RC, N6OE, WC6H), 6,883,344 points!  1st – 6th District, 16th – World, 5th – North America, 4th - USA

Discussion of Club Expenditures
Shirley, AA6K – Brought up, again, that we need to decide how we are going to use Club funds.

Dick, K6LRN – Moved to use $500 at the joint meeting with NCCC for incentives to attend.  Prizes could be pre-paid gas cards, dinners, etc.

Rick, W6SR – Suggested we use available funds to finance a breakfast in Visalia.

Rich, NU6T – Not in favor of “bribes” to attend the joint meeting.

Dick, K6LRN – Then suggested we use the funds to bring in a good speaker for the joint meeting.

Rich, NU6T – Asked for suggestions for a speaker.

Ken, K6TA – Suggested we bring in someone from the YI9PSE, Iraq Dxpedition team

Dick, K6LRN – Withdrew his motion.  

The discussion was tabled.

Ken, K6TA – Suggested we set aside $1,000 for the right occasion.

Rich, NU6T – Suggested a plaque supporting a contest rookie.  He will report back to the group.

New Members
None

NEW BUSINESS
Upcoming DX
Rich, WC6H – Noted TX4 French Polynesia coming up.

Rick, W6SR – 9J2BO, Z21, ZS6 – All on 12 Meters

Norm, N6JV – T32 IOTA islands, never activated, will be on the air in March and April.

Jetti, W6RFF – Marion active on SSB and RTTY (ZS8M)

Presentation Ideas
Rich, WC6H – Ask Dean, N6BV, for ideas

Rich, NU6T – Contesters using K3’s

Rick, W6SR – Antenna matching and construction

Bob, W1RH – CBS Sacramento microwave network

Meeting closed at 12:49 PM
Presentation: Contesting panel consisting of N6JV, K6LRN, K6TA, WC6H
	CALL
	NAME
	QTH
	MLDXCC
	NCCC

	W1RH
	BOB
	LOTUS
	X
	X

	NUT6
	RICH
	FAIR OAKS
	X
	X

	K6TKD
	CAROLYN
	OMO RANCH
	X
	X

	AA6K
	SHIRL
	STOCKTON
	X
	X

	ND6S
	RAY
	SUTTER HILL
	X
	X

	WC6H
	RICH
	VALLEY SPRINGS
	X
	X

	WB6JSB
	THOMAS
	CAMINO
	
	

	KE6BUY
	SUE
	CAMINO
	
	

	K6LRN
	DICK
	OMO RANCH
	X
	X

	K6TA
	KEN
	PINE GROVE
	X
	X

	K6KO
	KAY
	PINE GROVE
	X
	X

	W6RFF
	JETTIE
	ROSEVILLE
	X
	X

	KI6T
	GARY
	FAIR OAKS
	X
	X

	N6JV
	NORM
	SACRAMENTO
	X
	X

	W6SR
	RICK
	PLACERVILLE
	X
	X

	W6OZI
	BOB
	BURSON
	
	

	K6BUD
	LILA
	REGAN
	X
	

	WA6SJQ
	NORM
	REGAN
	X
	


Submitted by Bob, W1RH
==========================================

Click on the Hyperlink below to check-out the MLDXCC scores in the latest contests.

http://mldxcc.org/scores.html
UP-COMING DX and Dxpeditions

Click the link below to display up-coming Announced DXpeditions:

http://www.ng3k.com/Misc/adxo.html
	March
	 

	2010 Mar03
	2010 Apr02
	Rodrigues I
	3B9WR
[spots]
	G3LZQ
	VA3RJ
20100205
	By G3LZQ fm Cotton Bay (AF-017); low bands; QRV for RSGB Commonwealth Contest; QSL OK via RSGB Buro or direct

	2010 Mar05
	2010 Mar24
	Gambia
	C56KR
[spots]
	OZ8KR
	OZ8KR
20091207
	By OZ8KR; 80-10m; SSB; wires; close to Atlantic Ocean; holiday style operation

	2010 Mar08
	2010 Mar20
	Dominican Republic
	HI3
[spots]
	N3SY
	NP3D
20100309
	By N3SY as HI3/N3SY; HF; CW; MFJ-1622 + dipoles

	2010 Mar08
	2010 Mar22
	Lesotho
	7P8AO
[spots]
	HA5AO
	HA0HW
20100215
	By HA5AO; 80-10m; CW SSB RTTY; 300w; vertical

	2010 Mar09
	2010 Mar22
	DR Congo
	9Q
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[spots]
	ON6NL
	425DXN
20100313
	By ON6NL ON4AHF as 9Q0AR/6 and 9Q0HQ fm South Kivu; CW SSB

	2010 Mar09
	2010 Mar22
	Marshall Is
	V7
[spots]
	N4XP
	OPDX
20100208
	By N4XP as V7/N4XP fm Kwajalein I (OC-028); 160-10m, incl 60m; CW SSB

	2010 Mar10
	2010 Apr07
	Sri Lanka
	4S7ULG
[spots]
	UY5ZZ
	4L5A
20100311
	By UX4UL fm Colombo (AS-003); mainly 20-10m; BPSK RTTY; QSL OK via Buro or direct

	2010 Mar11
	2010 Mar24
	St Martin
	TO5SM
[spots]
	F6BFH
	DXW.Net
20100204
	By F6BFH fm NA-114; HF; SSB CW; QSL OK via REF Buro or direct

	2010 Mar11
	2010 Mar25
	Grenada
	J38
[spots]
	G3VCQ
	G3VCQ
20091120
	By G3VCQ as J38CW and M3VCQ as J38SW fm NA-024 (WLOTA L-0718); HF; all modes; QSL OK via Buro or direct; QRV for BERU Contest

	2010 Mar11
	2010 Mar25
	Madeira
	CT9
[spots]
	Home Call
	425DXN
20100306
	By DL3KWF as CT9/DL3KWF and DL3KWR likewise fm AF-014; 30 17 12m; mainly CW, some RTTY PSK31

	2010 Mar12
	2010 Apr02
	Tonga
	A3
	K6HFA
	K6HFA
20100217
	By K6HFA as TBD fm OC-049, OC-123, OC-064; 80 40 30 20 17 15m; CW SSB

	2010 Mar13
	2010 Mar21
	Maldives
	8Q7NC
[spots]
	F6BGC
	425DXN
20100306
	By F6BGC fm Madoogali (AS-013); 80-6m; holiday style operation; QSL OK via REF Buro or direct

	2010 Mar13
	2010 Mar23
	St Martin
	TO5SM
[spots]
	F6BFH Buro
	F5NQL
20100303
	By F6BFH fm NA-105; focus on low band CW, some RTTY, SSB upon request

	2010 Mar16
	2010 Mar23
	Easter I
	CE0Y
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[spots]
	LA9SN
	DXW.Net
20100317
	By LA9SN as CE0Y/LA9SN; 80-10m; mainly CW

	2010 Mar16
	2010 Mar23
	Morocco
	5C2J
[spots]
	IK7JWX
	VA3RJ
20100312
	By IK7JWX + other I hams w/ personal 5C call signs (QSL via home_call) fm Essaouira (ARLHS MOR-040, IM50); HF + 6m; CW SSB PSK31 RTTY

	2010 Mar16
	2010 Apr04
	Antigua
	V21ZG
[spots]
	DL7AFS
	OPDX
20100201
	By DL7AFS DJ7ZG; 80-6m; RTTY PSK SSB; focus on JA + QRP stns

	2010 Mar17
	2010 Mar29
	Azores
	CT8
[spots]
	Home Call
	VA3RJ
20100312
	By SP5UAF as CT8/SP5UAF, SP5ES likewise, fm Sao Miguel (EU-003, DIP AZ-002, WLOTA LH-2016); HF; CW SSB + digital; 100w; wires, verticals, spider beam

	2010 Mar20
	2010 Mar22
	Azerbaijan
	4J0WFF
	See Info
	F5NQL
20100312
	By 4J5T fm Yanar Dagh National Reserve; 40-10m; CW SSB PSK31; inv vee; loop; end date uncertain; QSL: Box 86, Baku, Az-1000, Azerbaijan

	2010 Mar20
	2010 Mar28
	Canary Is
	EA8
	G7COD
	VA3RJ
20100215
	By G7COD as EA8/G7COD fm Gran Canaria (AF-004, DIE S-005, ESA GC, WLOTA LH-0969); 20-10m; SSB CW; QSL OK via RSGB Buro or direct

	2010 Mar20
	2010 Mar30
	South Cook Is
	E51COF
	K8NA
	NL8F
20100115
	By NL8F; 80-10m; vertical

	2010 Mar20
	2010 Apr18
	East Kiribati
	T32
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	SM6CAS Direct
	DXMB
20100317
	By 9M6DXX G3KHZ G4EDG K9AJ as T32MI fm Malden I (OC-279); also fm Starbuck I (OC-280, T32SI), Caroline I (OC-281, T32CI), Vostok I (OC-282, T32VI); 40-10m; verticals + dipoles; begin date uncertain

	2010 Mar21
	2010 Mar21
	St Martin
	TO5SM/p
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	F6BFH Buro
	F5NQL
20100316
	By F6BFH F6AUS fm Tintamarre I (NA-199); 1200-2000z; check 14040 14260, 18098 18128 for CW SSB

	2010 Mar21
	2010 Mar28
	Mariana Is
	KH0
	JE2EHP Buro
	OPDX
20100301
	By JE2EHP as K1HP/KH0 fm Saipan (OC-086); HF + 6m; CW SSB RTTY

	2010 Mar21
	2010 Apr01
	Seychelles
	S79GM
	LotW
	DXW.Net
20100308
	By M0GAV GM3YTS; HF, focus on low bands, 40m CW 7050+; mainly CW RTTY; QSL also OK via GM4FDM

	2010 Mar21
	2010 Apr04
	Maldives
	8Q7QX
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	LotW
	DXW.Net
20100317
	By DL3OCH; 40-12m, perhaps 80m; mainly CW, some RTTY PSK31; QSL also OK via DL3OCH, Buro or direct

	2010 Mar22
	2010 Apr02
	Haiti
	HH4
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	Home Call
	F5NQL
20100315
	By K4QD as HH4/K4QD and AF4Z as HH4/AF4Z; 160-10m; CW SSB RTTY; spare time operation; QRV for CQ WPX SSB

	2010 Mar22
	2010 Apr08
	Greenland
	OX
	LotW
	DXW.Net
20100127
	By N0RC as OX3/K0KU fm Thule (NA-018); spare time operation; QSL also OK via N0RC, Buro, direct, or eQSL

	2010 Mar24
	2010 Apr11
	El Salvador
	YS3CW
	I2JIN
	425DXN
20100306
	By I2JIN; mainly CW; QSL OK via Buro or direct

	2010 Mar26
	2010 Mar31
	Canada
	VY0V
	VE3LYC
	DXW.Net
20100111
	By VE3LYC fm East Pen I (NA-231), Nunavut for 3 days during this period; operation subject to safety considerations; QSL OK via Buro or direct (see Web page)

	2010 Mar26
	2010 Apr06
	Vietnam
	XV2RZ
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	XU7MDY Direct
	XU7MDY
20100319
	By XU7MDY; 80-10m

	CQ WW WPX Contest, SSB (Mar 27-28, 2010) Check here for pericontest activity too.

	2010 Mar28
	2010 Mar31
	Ogasawara
	JD1BNN
	See Info
	JD1BNN
20091031
	By JD1BNN; focus on WARC; QSL via JARL Buro or CBA

	2010 Mar28
	2010 Apr12
	Ogasawara
	JD/o
	LotW
	K8AQM
20090427
	By K8AQM as JD1BNM, KG8CO as JD1BNJ, AC8W as JD1BNK, K8QKY as JD1BNQ fm Chichijima; 160-10m; CW SSB RTTY; QSL also OK via K8AQM, Buro or direct or eQSL

	2010 Mar31
	2010 Apr07
	Jersey
	MJ
	ON4PQ
	ON4PQ
20091213
	By ON4PQ ON5HC ON5MF ON7PQ ON7USB as MJ/OP9X/p fm Minkies Reef (EU-099); CW SSB RTTY; QSL OK via ON Buro or direct

	April
	 

	2010 Apr03
	2010 Apr11
	Iraq
	YI9PSE
	N6NKT
	N6PSE
20091222
	By N6PSE N6OX JH4RHF AH6HY N2WB YI1UNH K3VN K3LP W0UCE W5KDJ FM5CD fm Kurdistan; all bands; all modes; high power w/ gain antennas

	2010 Apr05
	2010 Apr13
	Luxembourg
	LX9FC
	ON4CJK
	ON4AEO
20100127
	By ON4AEO ON7BK ON4CJK ON4RK ZS6GC ZS6ACT ZS6AYC ZR6APT

	2010 Apr06
	2010 Apr09
	Jersey
	MJ
	ON4DN
	425DXN
20100306
	By ON4DN as MJ/ON4DN/p fm EU-013; 40 30 20 17m; SSB + digital; holiday style operation; QSL OK via ON Buro or direct

	2010 Apr06
	2010 Apr12
	Wallis & Futuna
	FW
	K6HFA
	K6HFA
20100217
	By K6HFA as TBD fm OC-054; 80 40 30 20 17 15m; CW SSB

	2010 Apr07
	2010 Apr21
	Mauritius
	3B8SC
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	SP2JMB
	F5NQL
20100318
	By SP2JMB; all bands; CW only

	2010 Apr08
	2010 Apr17
	Iceland
	TF
	PD9DX
	DXW.Net
20100127
	By PD9DX as TF/PD9DX; 80-10m; SSB

	2010 Apr09
	2010 Apr17
	Reunion
	FR
	F5UOW
	F6AJA
20100304
	By F5UOW as FR/F5UOW; 80-10m; mainly CW

	2010 Apr10
	2010 Apr18
	Vietnam
	3W6C
	TBA
	425DXN
20090704
	By HB9BXE + HB DL XV team fm Con Co I (AS-185); focus on low bands

	2010 Apr11
	2010 Apr17
	Micronesia
	V63DX
	JA7HMZ
	JA7HMZ
20100304
	By JA7HMZ fm Pohnpei (OC-010); also V63DQ by JA1ADT and V63T by JA7GYP (both QSL via home call); all bands; all modes

	2010 Apr13
	2010 Apr21
	Tuvalua
	T2
	K6HFA
	K6HFA
20100217
	By K6HFA as TBD fm OC-015; 80 40 30 20 17 15m; CW SSB

	2010 Apr14
	2010 Apr19
	Taiwan
	BW
	K8QKY
	K8QKY
20100204
	By K8QKY as BW1/K8QKY; 160-6m; CW

	2010 Apr15
	2010 Apr24
	Albania
	ZA
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	Home Call
	F5NQL
20100316
	By F4DTO as ZA/F4DTO and F4GFE as ZA/F4GFE; SSB; QSL OK via REF Buro or direct

	2010 Apr18
	2010 May02
	Reunion
	TO2R
	F5UOW
	F6AJA
20100304
	By F5UOW; 80-10m; mainly CW

	2010 Apr23
	2010 Apr26
	Fiji
	3D2
	K6HFA
	K6HFA
20100217
	By K6HFA as TBD fm OC-016 or OC-156; 80 40 30 20 17 15m; CW SSB

	2010 Apr24
	2010 Apr26
	Mariana Is
	KH0
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	JA7JEC
	AL5A
20100317
	By AL5A fm Saipan; 80-10m; CW SSB; 100w; focus on EU

	2010 Apr25
	2010 May06
	Martinique
	FM
	F5TGR
	F5TGR
20091230
	By F5TGR as FM/F5TGR; 40-10m; CW SSB; holiday style operation; QSL OK via REF Buro or direct: Nicolas Quennet 63, rue Carnot 95240 - Cormeilles en Parisis, France

	2010 Apr27
	2010 Apr29
	Palau
	T88NY
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	F5NQL
20100318
	By JA4CZM

	2010 Apr27
	2010 May04
	Tunisia
	TS8P
	IK7JWX
	425DXN
20100306
	By IK7JWX + team fm Djerba I (AF-083) and Kuriat I (AF-092); HF + 6m; SSB CW PSK31 RTTY

	2010 Apr30
	2011 Apr29
	Marion I
	ZS8M
	ZS1X Direct
	DXW.Net
20100205
	By ZS1HF fm AF-021; SSB, perhaps RTTY; dipole; Marion I was the 3rd most wanted DXCC entity in 2009


UP-COMING CONTESTS (complete)

For the latest contest info. click on the following link:
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestcal.html
	SARL VHF/UHF Analogue Contest
	1600Z, Mar 19 to 1000Z, Mar 21

	10-10 Int. Mobile Contest
	0001Z-2359Z, Mar 20

	BARTG HF RTTY Contest
	0200Z, Mar 20 to 0200Z, Mar 22

	Russian DX Contest
	1200Z, Mar 20 to 1200Z, Mar 21

	Run for the Bacon QRP Contest
	0100Z-0300Z, Mar 22

	CQ WW WPX Contest, SSB
	0000Z, Mar 27 to 2400Z, Mar 28

	Missouri QSO Party
	1800Z, Apr 3 to 2400Z, Apr 4

	Georgia QSO Party
	1800Z, Apr 10 to 2359Z, Apr 11

	SARL Hamnet 40m Simulated Emerg Contest
	1200Z-1400Z, Apr 11

	Michigan QSO Party
	1600Z, Apr 17 to 0400Z, Apr 18

	Ontario QSO Party
	1800Z, Apr 17 to 1800Z, Apr 18

	Run for the Bacon QRP Contest
	0100Z-0300Z, Apr 19

	10-10 Int. Spring Contest, CW
	0001Z, Apr 24 to 2359Z, Apr 25

	Florida QSO Party
	1600Z, Apr 24 to 2159Z, Apr 25

	Nebraska QSO Party
	1700Z, Apr 24 to 1700Z, Apr 25


Solar Update
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The Sun, as seen on Thursday, March 18, 2010 from NASA's SOHO Extreme Ultraviolet Imaging Telescope. This image was taken at 304 Angstrom; the bright material is at 60,000 to 80,000 Kelvin.


Tad "Doubt that the Sun doth move, doubt truth to be a liar, but never doubt I love" Cook, K7RA, reports: Solar activity recovered nicely from the March 6-9 frightening absence of sunspots, reminiscent of years prior to the end of November 2009. For our reporting week -- March 11-17 -- the average daily sunspot numbers increased relative to the prior week by 17 points to 29.4; the average daily solar flux was up by 9 points to 87.6. A new sunspot group -- 1055 -- appeared on March 11, following the appearance of 1054 the day before. Group 1055 only lasted a couple of days and another new spot, 1056, emerged on March 17 and is still visible and active. On March 11-12, a solar wind met a south-pointing interplanetary magnetic field (IMF) and pushed geomagnetic instability, especially pronounced at higher latitudes. Alaska's college K index at Fairbanks went to 5 during several 3-hour readings over both days. So far in March, the average daily sunspot number is 23.9. Every month of March since the end of the last century, the average (1999-2009) was 100.5, 203.6, 166.7, 154.3, 119.7, 81, 41, 21.3, 9.8, 15.9 and 0.77. Sobering, isn't it? And no, that isn't an error for 2009. March of last year had sunspots on only two days -- March 6-7 -- pushing the average for the month to less than one. This Saturday, March 20, is the vernal equinox, the first day of spring, which begins at 1732 UTC. Both the southern and northern hemispheres are bathed in an equal amount of sunlight; the time around the spring and fall equinox is great for HF propagation. Look for more information on the ARRL Web site on Friday, March 18. For more information concerning radio propagation, visit the ARRL Technical Information Service Propagation page. This week's "Tad Cookism" brought to you by William Shakespeare's Hamlet (Act II, Scene 2).
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2010 Meeting Dates:

March 20 (Shingle Springs)
April (Visalia DX Convention)
May 15
June 12
July 24 (Joint meeting in Stockton)
August 14
September 18
October 9
November 13

2010 Officers of the MLDXCC  

President, Rich Cutler, WC6H

wc6h@yahoo.com
Vice President, Shirley Rose, AA6K roses@prodigy.net
Secretary, Bob Hess, W1RH

w1rh@yahoo.com
Director, Gary Stilwell, KI6T

ki6t@arrl.net
Director, Richard Hill, NU6T

rehill@ix.netcom.com
Treasurer, Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD

k6tkd@arrl.net

QSL Manager, Norm Regan, WA6SJQ

Qsl73@linkunet.net
Publicity Chairperson, Brandt Woodard, K6BEW. k6bew@yahoo.com
Nugget Editor, Rick Samoian, W6SR samoian@directcon.net
Webmaster, Norm Wilson, N6JV

n6jv@n6jv.com
ARRL Awards Checkers

DXCC, Gary Stilwell, KI6T & Ken Anderson, K6TA

ARRL Sixth District QSL Bureau

P.O. Box 970 Fairfax, CA., 94978-0970

Comments or questions on this bureau's operation may be directed to kc6awx@arrl.net See the W6 Bureau home.
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