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The Nugget

The Newsletter of the Mother Lode DX/Contest Club

MEETING LOCATION 

This month’s meeting is scheduled for Noon on Saturday, the 8th of May at the Round Table Pizza Parlor in Martel, CA.

Meeting Program

This month's presentation will be by Gary, KI6T, who will have pictures and stories about his DXpedition to J68.  Be there!
DID YOU PAY UR 04’ DUES?

Our treasurer has not received 04’ dues from: AD6E,W6ISO,K2KW,W6QD,W6RKC,and N6TV. If you know any of these guys give em’ a call and let’s get em’ paid-up. 

Mail your dues directly to our treasurer.   Carolyn Wilson

P.O.Box 273

Somerset, CA 95684

FROM THE PREZ

I am brain-dead! I have viruses on 2 of my machines, between that, working the weekend and helping take care of Claudia's dad, I'm numb. I know those

are only excuses.

My only idea for news is that we may wish to pen a message to the other contest club for CQP to inspire competition. I was wondering if we spot all the other clubs 1.2 million points, if that would create more business. (I

didn't say it was a good idea). That's all I have.

73 – Ron KG6CMS

THE vice-prez says!    
Sure enjoyed the video for last month's presentation about the D68C Dxpedition to Comoros Island that took place several years ago. Very well done! This month - Gary, NI6T, will have some pictures and stories about his DXpedition trip to J68. In June, Bill and Gin Snider will be sharing with us their recent trip to Asia and then in July we will be holding our joint meeting and potluck luncheon with the folks from NCCC.

Looking forward to operating in the WPX CW contest at the end of this month. Ron (KG6CMS) and I are planning a small-scale operation at W6SR for the contest weekend. Please try to get on a little bit and secure some points for NCCC.

The next operating event on the horizon for our club is this year's Field Day, which will be held over the weekend of June 26-27. Ray, ND6S, has already been in contact with the U.S. Forest Service and has cleared things with them for our use of the Peddler Hill site again this year. For those of you that are thinking about joining us, the Peddler Hill site is some 25 miles or so past Jackson on Highway 88. I'll provide specific directions in next month's Nugget. The initial setup is scheduled to start Friday afternoon (6/25). Field Day officially starts at 11 A.M. Saturday morning and lasts until 11 A.M. Sunday morning. Station/antenna tear down will probably last until around 2 P.M. Sunday. By the way - there is family camping at the Bear River Lake Resort just down the hill from our FD site. Camping sites there are $25/night. Call them at 209-295-4868 for more information or check out their web site at www.bearriverlake.com. In addition to camping, the Resort also has a general store (ice is available 24 hours a day), a full service restaurant, and the campground has coin-operated showers. 

We will be operating in Class 2a. This means that we will have two stations on the air for the full 24 hours. In addition, we will have a "Get-On-The-Air" (GOTA) station running on the HF bands until we make the allowed maximum of 400 contacts for this station; and a VHF station running CW/SSB on 6 & 2 meters. With this many stations running, there should be ample time slots available for everyone to operate. An 18 kW diesel generator supplied by WB6GEF will provide more than enough AC power for all stations. One station will be housed in a motor home supplied by Lyle, K6QG, which also has built-in beds for overnight accommodations – make your reservations now!!  We will be using WriteLog, a Windows based program for our logging needs.  

Not much going on at my QTH except for some progress on the 55' crank-up tower project. Managed to secure my building permit from Placer County for the small fee of $115 and hope to get started soon on the foundation. Already finished relocating my sewer line away from the foundation site. George, KI6CG, delivered the tower to my yard the other day - so I'm getting closer. Keep in mind that this will be my first tower in 40 years!!  Oh - I did manage to work C21DL for an overall new country during the few hours that I managed to operate over the past few weeks.

See ya on the bands.  Jim  -WX6V- 

MLDXCC PROFILE OF THE MONTH

Richard Hill, NU6T

Born 1954 Dixie, Washington State 

BS Biological Conservation, 1978, CSUS

MS, Biological Conservation, All but Thesis, CSUS (field project was sabotaged and had to move on).

Worked for the State of California since 1975 in various environmental positions.  Currently working for Caltrans as a HQ Senior Environmental Planner (Technical Biologist).  I work essentially as a technical and quality assurance consultant.  I developed several methods that federal agencies have asked that I teach to general consultants, and so do private consulting as well (primarily training).  I have published several peer-reviewed papers in my specialty, the morphology of the eggs of some little freshwater shrimp (the eggs –cysts-- of ours look like little tiny golf balls).  I am interested in learning to assist Dxpedition with environmental issues.  

I happened on several web exams for the Technician exam in 2001 and tried one.  I nearly passed and decided to study a bit and take the exam in January 2002 and became KG6JOT.  I have been interested in CW since I was a kid.  My civil engineer father helped build a dam in Mangla, then West Pakistan, from 1962-1967.  A couple of hams that were working the project let us talk to family back home once, but I did not know them well.  I really enjoyed listening to CW, but have never been good with “ear-learning.”  I memorized the dots and dashes as a Boy Scout, but never practiced hearing code.

I dove into the General theory and passed that exam in March.  I wanted to be able to work Field Day and pushed to pass my CW exam.  I heard so many different ways to study and so many views of what the test would be like, that I decided to take the exam for practice, hoping I might pass on the second go just before field day.  Not knowing radios, I did not recognize that Kenwood’s radio was likely the TS-850 rather than the TO-850, and missed my questions by that mistake.  I did manage much more than one minute of correct code and passed on the first go in early June 2002.  Later, I learned that I could have worked field day anyway since we used KN6OX’s call.  I had a blast at Field Day.  My harmonic also attended Field Day and woke up in the middle of the night to play radio.  She did great.  She has also become a ham, KG6PIU.  We worked the Western States 100 together and she did a Skywarn community service project for school.  We’ll work the Tevis Cup this year so we can attend Field Day.

I learned that I had been learning code all wrong—translating—and needed to re-learn it if I was ever likely to reach my goal of becoming conversational (25 wpm) on CW.  I took a break on CW and began working on Extra.  I think it is useful to work straight through—less time to forget.  General is about half Technician and Extra is about one-third General.

I bought a used ICOM 718 through The Radio Place and then built and raised The Ideal First Ham Antenna up about 35 feet, a 40m dipole cut for phone.  I knew I could now work the world with my 718 and a tuner!  But it did not work so well.  All that extraneous noise!  Oh, yes…QRM.  But I knew that many Novice hams had cut their teeth on 40m so this must be the place to start.  (Hmm, It had not yet reached me that they all started on CW).  After a couple of weeks I took it down and put up a Van Gordon multi-band dipole that was supposed to tune on 10-15-20-40m bands.  It was OK on 20, but never did me much good elsewhere.  KN6OX suggested I buy a DX 77a HyGain vertical that was available when KD6LLE downsized his station.  I bought it and planted it.  Now I had an antenna farm!  OK, Garden.

I entered my first contest, the IARU and won it!  I was the only entry in my category for my Section.  Nineteen Qs was all it took!  I was really a DXers looking to use the contest to find a few new ones and to learn about propagation, develop skill and have some casual fun.  I continues entering contests and managed to reach a few goals by the end of the year: WAC and WAS.  I also managed to pass my Extra exam and became AE6JW.  I have a bit of trouble with “AE” and a number of hams asked me what part of Canada I was in.  After about 500 Qs, I decided to look at vanity calls and take the advice given me—find the shortest call you can get.  NU6T sat there for a bit, and I applied.  Another had it listed as his second choice just prior to my application, but his first choice came through, his initials in a 2x3.  

I managed to work 100 DX by the end of January 2003.  I received enough cards by October 2003 to apply, but kept hoping for a couple more so I did not get disappointed when one failed to pass inspection.  No longer willing to wait, I asked Gary Stilwell, KI6T, to check my cards.  ARRL issued certificate #33,320 on November 5, 2003.  I need three CQ zones to complete my apprenticeship goals of WAC, WAS and WAZ.  

My current Amateur Radio interests are DXing, contesting, antennas and field operations.  I am interested in LXpeditions—local expeditions to learn more about Dxpedition.  I expect to do some US Island LXpeditions this summer.  I also hope I have begun to repay some of the kindness Elmers have shown me by becoming a VE when I earned my General.  I am also a Mentor/Instructor for the ARRL EC-001, 002 and 003 courses.  I am an ARRL member and an OES for the Sacramento Valley Section and the Section Red Cross Liaison.  I am currently a member of the Caltrans Auxiliary Radio System, a volunteer Amateur Radio emergency communications group.  

I am working on my station to regain my Section title in the IARU World Championships.  I placed third in 2003.  My current radio is an IC-746 (amateur), and I am still using the DX77a vertical for 10-40m.  I also have an 88-foot ladderline fed dipole for 10-80m.  I’m playing with Moxon rectangles.  

I may need a guest op opportunity <grin>.  Thanks to all for their help and encouragement.  NU6T.  73

MLDXCC Membership survey (results)

1.) How important contesting is to you?

Answer. The club was split equally on items 1 and 2, apparently half of us are DXers and the other contesters. N6XI says “Contesting is my primary operating interest and DXing in not very important”.

2.) How important working is DX, or participating in DX-peditions is to you?

Answer.  On the other end of the spectrum W6VFA says “I like to work DX, I pay attention to planned Dxpedition and check the DX packet-cluster to see who is on from where. Contesting is not important to me; it is at the bottom rung of my ham radio priorities.

3.) How important are contest presentations for you?

Answer.  On items 3 and 4, all responding agree that they enjoy seeing a good presentation, DX or contest orientated.  

4.) How important are DX presentations are for you?

Answer. There were several people who enjoyed the programs and echoed the following comments. From KI6PG “I enjoy hearing about Dxpedition, and enjoy rubbing shoulders with resident and visiting DXers and Contesters. But, due to the one and half-hours travel time from my QTH I am unable to make many meeting.  

Yep, I guess we are spread-out a ways for a local club.

5.) How important is the club working Field Day is for you?

Answer. Well the responses I received surprised me a bit.  Again, an equal split, half of us love it, and the other half could care less. And some of us would like to participate but are unable because of other reasons.  W6VFA says “ I participated in FD in 1999 and 2000 but have been unable to attend meeting or FD in the past couple of years because of my wife’s medical problems. 

6.) How important is participating in a remote club operation (contest or expedition)?

Answer. Well this one got an almost universal “thumbs-Down” from the club. I guess most of us don’t have the time to invest in this endeavor.

7.) Concerning club meetings, please let us know how the date and time fit your schedule?

Answer. Most of us liked the Saturday meetings, and noon seems to agree with us also.

8.) Would you prefer to change meetings to a weekday, early to mid evening schedule?

Answer.  A resounding NO from all!

9.) Would you prefer to meet at a different location other than Round Table Pizza in Martel, CA?

Answer. Again, a few suggestions to meet in a place closer to our home, but most of us like the “Free meeting place” and access to Video players. All and all we are pretty happy.  Gary, KI6T summed it us when he said “ Round Table Pizza is OK, elsewhere once every quarter would also be good. 

Editors note: From my experience with other organizations, if the club were to change the locations from meeting to meeting. Most of us would just attend those meeting that were close to us, and just blow-off all the others.  This is not a good way to run a club.

10.) Give us your comments. What would like the club to do? Presentations? Activities?

Answer. Most of us must be happy with the programs, since we had only two suggestions.  W6VFA (who would like to see a presentation on logging software and KI6PG (who would like to see a presentation dealing with towers, masts and rotors). 

I want to thank all that sent Rick an e-mail or returned their questioners de Ron – KG6CMS 2003-2004 President MLDXCC.

EDITOR’S MESSAGE

Our April program, D68C, was absolutely “First Rate”, it was as good as anything I have ever seen on DX-contest expeditions.

Radio conditions the past month have been Bad to lousy, and my log reflects it, only 5 QSO’s.  I did receive a few cards prior to Visalia and submitted 106 band-countries bringing by total to abt. 2130 + or -. 

Speaking of Visalia, I saw quite a few MLDXCC’ers at the DX Convention.  I hope that you had as good a time as I did! I chatted with old friends, yelled over the crowd until I was almost hoarse, waited in long lines at attitude adjustment hour party, and made new acquaintances at the Saturday Banquet. The BS was really flowing fast and furious! Wow, what a blast!

A couple of weeks ago Norm, N6JV and I removed a couple of LM-470 towers and 3 beams from ex-KH6DW (SK) QTH in Granite Bay. 

A quick job that turned into more than 30 man-hours of monkey-work. Jeez, I think that I am getting too old for this kind of work. 

Lately I have been spending more time behind a mower, or weed-eater that in front of a radio. I guess that’s the way it will be for the next month or so. Ah, the joys of fire-abatement in the country! Yuck!  73 fer now, CU all at the next meeting. de Rick W6SR 

THE SECRETARY/TREASURER’S REPORT
SECRETARY’S REPORT de Dick Wilson, K6LRN 

April 04 MEETING NOTES

VP Jim Venneman called meeting to order at 12:48 PM.
Roll call of officers found Gary Stilwell and Ron St. Jean not in 
attendance.
New member Shirley AA6K from Stockton was voted in and welcomed into the 
club.
Treasurer's report and minutes from previous meeting were approved as 
printed in 'Nugget'.
Field Day; Ray Parker reported caldrons will no be working on access 
road to Field Day site at Peddler Hill. Forrest Service has 'OK'd us. 
Serious planning is due to start soon.
Old business; The date of the joint meeting with NCCC at the Senior 
Center in Jackson was changed to July 24. They want $ 18 for rent.
Calendar for balance of year was approved.
Program; Video of D68C the Five Star DXpedition to Comoros was shown. 
Video furnished by Northern California DX Foundation.
A plea was made for all to complete and send in questionnaire. Vote was 
taken approving present time and place of meetings.
Good of the Order; Fred & Shirley will be moving to Murphy's from 
Arnold. Fred conditionally offered a beam and tower if first done does 
not pick up in a timely manner.
I do not recall meeting being formally adjourned or otherwise concluded.

Moderately respectfully submitted,

Acting (badly) minute-taker,
Dick Wilson K6LRN

MLDXCC TREASURER’S REPORT

Balance April 1, 2004:
$558.89

Income:
Donation:
  15.00



Dues

__90.00





 105.00

Expenses:
Newsletter


2/04 through 4/04      59.00

Balance May 1, 2004



Checking
  518.53



Cash

  _86.36

Total: $604.89 

de Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD, Treasurer

UPCOMING EVENTS

Foothill Flea Market

2nd Saturday of each month from March through October at Lockheed, Sunnyvale.

Livermore Swap Meet

1st Sunday of each month at Las Positas College in Livermore, 7:00 AM to noon, all year.  Talk in 147.045 from the west 145.35 from the east.  Contact Cliff Chiba, KF6EII, (209) 835-6715, email larkswap@usa.com. 

Placerville Swap Meet 

Every third Sunday, 3970 B Missouri Flat Rd #3, Placerville.  7:00 AM to 11:00 AM.  Talk-in on 146.865 – PL 142.2, 440.700 + PL 88.5.  No fee, free parking.  Hwy. 50 East, take Missouri Flat off-ramp.  Go over Hwy. to 2nd light, into shopping center in front of Radio Shack.

CONTEST FEEDBACK UP-COMING CONTESTS

Nevada QSO Party 0000Z, May 8 to 0600Z, May 9 

VOLTA WW RTTY Contest 1200Z, May 8 to 1200Z, May 9 

CQ-M International DX Contest 1200Z, May 8 to 1200Z, May 9 

Oregon QSO Party 1400Z, May 8 to 0200Z, May 9 

Mid-Atlantic QSO Party 1600Z, May 8 to 2400Z, May 9 

FISTS Spring Sprint 1700Z-2100Z, May 8 Internet CW Sprint Contest 2200Z-2400Z, May 8 

50 MHz Spring Sprint 2300Z, May 8 to 0300Z, May 9 

US Counties QSO Party, SSB 0000Z, May 15 to 2400Z, May 16 

His Maj. King of Spain Contest, CW 1800Z, May 15 to 1800Z, May 16 

2 GHz and Up Contest 0600 local , May 22 to 2400 local , May 23 

CQ WW WPX Contest, CW 0000Z, May 29 to 2359Z, May 30 

Great Lakes QSO Party 0000Z, May 29 to 2359Z, May 30 

MI QRP Memorial Day CW Sprint 2300Z, May 31 to 0300Z, Jun 1 June, 2004 Major Six Club Contest 2300Z, Jun 4 to 0200Z, Jun 7 

VK/Trans-Tasman 80m Contest, CW 0800Z-1400Z, Jun 5 

IARU Region 1 Field Day, CW 1500Z, Jun 5 to 1459Z, Jun 6 

RSGB National Field Day 1500Z, Jun 5 to 1500Z, Jun 6 

ARS Spartan Sprint 0100Z-0300Z, Jun 8 ANARTS WW RTTY Contest 0000Z, Jun 12 to 2400Z, Jun 13 

Asia-Pacific Summer Sprint, SSB 1100Z-1300Z, Jun 12 

ARRL June VHF QSO Party 1800Z, Jun 12 to 0300Z, Jun 14 

SARL Kid's Day 0700Z-0900Z, Jun 16 

All Asian DX Contest, CW 0000Z, Jun 19 to 2400Z, Jun 20 

SMIRK Contest 0000Z, Jun 19 to 2400Z, Jun 20 

West Virginia QSO Party 1600Z, Jun 19 to 0200Z, Jun 20 

AGCW VHF/UHF Contest 1600Z-1900Z, Jun 19 and 1900Z-2100Z, Jun 19 

Quebec QSO Party 1700Z, Jun 19 to 0300Z, Jun 20 

Kid's Day Contest 1800Z-2400Z, Jun 19 Marconi Memorial HF Contest 1400Z, Jun 26 to 1400Z, Jun 27 

ARRL Field Day 1800Z, Jun 26 to 2100Z, Jun 27

Check the NCJ, CQ, and QST/ARRL for full rules and other details. Send me your scores; at k6lrn@arrl.net
CU.73, Dick, K6LRN
The Ohio/Penn DX PacketCluster
DX Bulletin No. 659 May 3, 2004
Editor Tedd Mirgliotta, KB8NW
3B8, MAURITIUS. Walter, DL3LBP, will be active as 3B8/DL3LBP until May 21st from Flic en Flac. Activity will be on 40-10 meters CW, SSB and RTTY. QSL via his home callsign. 

D2, ANGOLA. Ed, D2PFN (aka 4L4FN), continues to be very active on RTTY on 20/17/15/12 meters. Most of his activity is bewteen 1300-2130z. QSL via KK5DO. 

DXCC NEWS (Logbook of The World to Inaugurate DXCC Credits System!).. Excerpts from "The ARRL Letter" (Vol. 23, No. 18, April 30, 2004), states that the ARRL's "Logbook of the World" secure contact database is to debut its DXCC credits system Wednesday, May 5th. ARRL Membership Services Manager Wayne Mills, N7NG, says the long-awaited LoTW component will permit users to apply contact "matches" in Logbook's 41.4 million QSO and growing database to their DXCC records. To date, Mills reports, more than 2.5 million QSO matches already exist in the system. "It's a pretty straightforward process," Mills said of crediting LoTW QSO matches to DXCC. "What participants need to do first is go to the LoTW site and read the instructions." Information available will include a list of frequently asked questions--FAQs. Before doing anything else, LoTW newcomers will have to obtain a Logbook of the World digital certificate and download the software. Since LoTW launched last September, it has validated nearly 10,000 digital certificates from approximately 7000 individual users. Obtaining a digital certificate, which authenticates each user under a particular callsign, is free. For more details, please read this week's "The ARRL Letter" and visit the following Web page at: http://www.arrl.org/lotw/ 

EO59, UKRAINE (Special Event). Operators Igor/UR3GM and Andy/UR5GAR will activate special event station EO59G from May 5-9th. Activity is to commemorate the 59th anniversary of Victory in World War II. QSL via UR5GAR: Bureau - Box 56, Kiev 01001, UKRAINE or Direct - Pulin, Box 23, Kherson 73022, UKRAINE. QSLs can be requested by sending an E-mail to: ur3gm@tlc.kherson.ua 

ET3, ETHIOPIA. The E.A.R.S. club station, ET3AA, has been pretty active lately. Operators Abiy, Mima and Kokobe have been active on 20/15/10 meters SSB between 1200-1600z. QSL via Box 60258, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

FO, FRENCH POLYNESIA. According to "La Gazette du DX", Yves, F6CTL, will be here during May and plans to activate three atolls in different island groups. Activity will be on 40-10 meters using a vertical and long wire antennas. 

FO (FO/A & FO/M), FRENCH POLYNESIA, AUSTRAL AND MARQUESAS ISLAND (Update). Gerard, ON4AXU (ex-PA3AXU, 3D2XU, T30XU, C21XU, A35XU, 5W0GD, ZK1AXU [N/S]), informed the DX community that he will be active on 160 meters during his operations from these Pacific islands. His schedule for these Pacific islands were listed in OPDX.643 and operations will take place between May 13th and June 13th. Also, visit his Web page for more details at: http://www.qsl.net/on4axu/ 

FO/M, MARQUESAS ISLAND. Arihide, JI1WTF, is now active as FO/JI1WTF from here. His length of stay is not known yet. Most of his activity has been on CW/RTTY on 40/20/15 meters. QSL via his home callsign. 

FY, FRENCH GUIANA. Didier, FY5FY, will be active in the CQ WPX CW Contest (May 29-30th) as a Multi-Op/All Band/High Power entry. QSL via FY5FY 

GB, ENGLAND (Special Activities). The following list of operations will take place to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the Liberation of Paris and Guam. The operations are as follows: 

· GB4OL - To celebrate the 60th Anniversary of Operation OVERLORD (D-Day, June 6, 1944), this special event station will be active between June 3-7th. Also, this station will be on air from another location between July 1-28th. The station will operate CW/SSB on various bands at 21 Signal Regiment (AS) Colerne. Please advise them at the time of the contact if a card is NOT required. For further information, contact GW4XKE at: johnny-e@ic24.net 

· GB60OL - To celebrate the 60th anniversary of Operation OVERLORD (D-Day, June 6, 1944), look for this special event station between June 1-7th. The station will operate CW/SSB on various bands at 21 Signal Regiment (AS) Colerne during sociable hours and at the discretion of the O/C Training Wing and his staff. PLEASE QSL via the usual Bureau (RSGB RSARS RNARS RAFARS). For a DIRECT QSL, a stamped, addressed return envelope is essential. All stations worked will be sent a special card -- though it would be appreciated if they were told at the time of the contact if a card is NOT required. For further information. contact GW4XKE at: johnny-e@ic24.net 

· GB6DD - To celebrate the 60th anniversary of D-Day, look for this special event station to be active from June 1-28th. For further information, contact G4OHX at: samg4ohx@btopenworld.com 

· GB6LOG - To celebrate the 60th anniversary of the Liberation of Guam, look for this station to operate on all modes, starting July 21st for 4 weeks. Your QSL card will be required beforehand in order to receive the special QSL from this station. PLEASE QSL via the RSARS QSL BUREAU. For further information, contact G0SWY at: G0swy@aol.com 

· GB6LOP - To celebrate the 60th anniversary of the Liberation of Paris, this station will operate on all modes, starting August 25th for 4 weeks. Your QSL card will be required beforehand in order to receive the special QSL from this station. PLEASE QSL via RSARS QSL BUREAU. For further information, contact G0SWY at: G0swy@aol.com. Additionally a special certificate is available on request if you work any of the 5 stations listed above (GB6DD, GB6OL, GB6LOG, GB6LOP, GB60OL and GB4OL). This has mainly been created at the request of several American radio amateurs, but they are available worldwide. If you would like a certificate then follow these procedures: if in UK send 2 x 2nd class stamps or an A5 stamped S.A.E. with 1 x 2nd class stamp, or £1.00; if outside of the United Kingdom then 1 USD or 1 AUD or 1 Euro with QSL to G0WY: 4 Bluebell Road, Bassett, Southampton, Hampshire SO16 3LQ (and NOT to the QSL Bureau). If you cannot do any of the above, a cheque made payable to RSARS for £1 will suffice. The Certificates are basically akin to this and of course tailored to each of the station callsigns. 

GM, SCOTLAND (Many Scottish Islands To Be Activated!). Andre/GM3VLB and Alex/GM0DHZ plan to activate many Scottish Island in IOTA EU-008, EU-010 EU-111 and EU-123 in the coming weeks and months. Their planned schedule is as follows. 

1st DXpedition: IOTA EU-008 (Inner Hebrides): 

· May 17-19th, Coll (SCOTIA DI12) 

· May 19-21st, Tiree (SCOTIA DI10) 

· May 21-23rd, Gunna (SCOTIA DI11) This is a NEW ONE!! 

· May 23-24th, Tiree (SCOTIA DI10) 

2nd DXpedition: IOTA EU-010 (Outer Hebrides) In June they will activate another "new one", Burns Island (HI26). This will be activated, together with Scarp (HI24), Chaluim Chille (HI25), before heading to the Uist Island Group (EU-010) from where they hope to activate the Monachs EU-111 (DI22) as well as Kirkibost (HI12), Eriskay (HI05) and probably several more such as HI15, HI13, HI10, HI08, HI11, HI06 and perhaps HI03 and HI04 etc.....as in the past, plans are very much "time and WX-dependent". 

3rd DXpedition: Andre and Alex will (in June? July?) "complete" the Skye area (EU-008) islands. They have the permission for Rona (DI27), Scalpay (CN18), Longay (CN19), Wiay (CN21), Soay (CN16), Crowlins (CN20), Staffin (DI28) and Flodigarry (DI29). 

4th DXpedition: Andre and Alex "may" activate IOTA EU-123 where they have permission to land and to operate on Ailsa Craig (DI01) and on Lady Isle (DI02) at the end of the bird breeding season. This will be around the end of July/beginning of August. 

ADDED NOTES: Andre states that they are also planning a return visit to the Shiants (EU-112) either on the Hebridean trip or the Skye expedition. Also, St. Kilda (EU-059) is looking less and less likely. Andre feels that without support, this one will become an increasingly rare IOTA. QSL all activity via their home callsigns. Full details of the islands and the "Scottish Island Award" program (SCOTIA) are available on, and can be downloaded from, the following Web site at: http://www.gm3vlb.com 

HAMVENTION DX HAPPENINGS................ 

· DX FORUM Jay, K4ZLE (Moderator 2004 HamVention DX Forum), announced that the program for the 2004 HamVention DX Forum has been finalized and it will be a good program this year with something of interest to every DXer. If you will be at the HamVention, mark Saturday, May 15th, from 1230 - 1515 for the DX Forum. It is scheduled for room 4 in Hara Arena. The program is as follows: 

1. A special program on DXpeditioning in the 1960's. Last year the SW Ohio DX Association was given access to some 16mm film of the first (1965) San Felix operation, CE0XA, as well as a VHS tape of converted 8mm films for the same operation as well as the KS4FW, Serrana Bank, and HK0AB, Bajo Nuevo, 1962 expedition. Even as this is being promulgated, work is being done to prepare a historical presentation on these operations. In the interest of time, SWODXA will probably only show the CE0XA portion at Dayton. 

2. 35 Plus Years of DXing from Central and South America by Dr. Rick Dorsch, NE8Z, HC2MC, etc. You may have read the recent article in World Radio Magazine by Rick. He will have time to expand upon the subject and provide more data at the DX Forum. 

3. Ham Radio in Iraq a la 2004 by Fred Matos, W3ICM, YI3DX. Until last month Fred was Director, Spectrum Management, Coaliltion Provisional Authority Ministry of Communications in Iraq. Part of his role there was issuing amateur licenses. 

4. The 3B9C Story by one of the team members, Ivan Davies, G3IZD. If you are following recent activities, you know this operation was completed only a few weeks ago. It is Jay's understanding that HamVention will be the first venue for the after action show. Be among the first to see the pics and hear about 3B9C from those who made it happen. 

5. DXCC announcements and updates by Wayne Mills, N7NG. Wayne will talk about the latest info on the DXCC program from ARRL HQ. 

· DX HOSPITALITY SUITE The Northern Ohio DX Association (along Janeen Hire, W8ZET) will once again sponsor a Hospitality Suite at this year's Dayton Hamvention. It will be in Suite 1011 on the 10th Club Floor of the Crowne Plaza Hotel (old Stouffers) on Friday and Saturday evenings (possibly late Thursday evening -- Look for signs!). All DXers/Contesters are welcome. Munchies and refreshments will be avaialble. Come and meet the members and friends of NODXA. 

IOTA NEWS............... 

· AF-014. Operators Antonio/CT1EPV, Luis/CT1AGF, Hermann/CT3FN (HB9CRV), Jose/CT3MD, Toni/HB9EBV and Juergen/DJ2VO (reserve operator) will be active as CT9P from Porto Santo Island. Activity will be from the Lighthouse of Ilheu de Cima (LH 0830/FMA01) between July 16-19th. Operation will be on CW, SSB, RTTY and PSK31 on 40-10 meters. They will have 2 stations active (where one station is reserved for the digital modes). They plan to use a spider beam for 10/15/20m and a 40m delta loop. The Ilheu de Cima has no permanent inhabitants. The equipment, food, water etc.. must be carried 111m up from the landing point. Therefore, they are very happy that they can use the lighthouse facilities and that they don't have to carry a generator, fuel, tents etc..... QSL Manager is Kim (daughter of Steve, N3SL) via N3SL CBA or QRZ.com. 

· AF-014. Operators Antonio/CT1EPV, Luis/CT1AGF, Hermann/CT3FN (HB9CRV), Luis/CT3EE, Jose/CT3MD, Juergen/DJ2VO, Derek/G3KHZ, Toni/HB9EBV and Rejean/VA2AM will be active as CT9X from Porto Santo Island during the IOTA Contest (July 24-25th). Activity will be from the wooden house and shack of Hernani/CT3BX on Porto Santo. They will enter the contest as a Multi-Single CW/SSB entry. QSL Manager is Kim (daughter of Steve, N3SL) via N3SL CBA or QRZ.com. 

· AS-135. A group of BG4s led by BA4RS and Michael/BD5RV from the Jiangsu DX Club were expected to be on Cheniushan Island as BI4Q, May 1-3rd. They planned to operate SSB and CW on 40-10 meters on the regular IOTA frequency. Yagi and power amplifiers were taken with them. QSL Manager is BG4RQP: 102, NO.1 Street of Nanhu, Nanjing, Jiangsu Province, CHINA. 

· EU-030. A group of 6 German operators will be active as OZ0MS from Bornholm Island, June 10-22nd. Operators mentioned are: Ernst/DF2EA, Oliver/DH8BQA, Oliver/DL1EJA, Dietmar/DL2BZE, Uwe/DL3BQA and Guenter. They will be active on HF (160-10m) as well as VHF (6/2m) and UHF/SHF (70/23cm). Activity to be +/- the usual IOTA frequencies on CW and SSB with 500 watts and probably beam antenna. The group is also keen to activate all those small lighthouses on the island. Operation from the base station will be done using the special callsign OZ0MS, for lighthouse activities OZ/homecalls will be used (all QSLs via DH8BQA). For more information feel free to visit their Web page at: http://www.necg.de/bornholm/ 

KH2, GUAM. Nao, JK1FNL, will be on the air as NA8O/KH2 from May 5-9th. He will operate with a portable transceiver and a simple antenna. QSL via JK1FNL (see QRZ.com for the details). PLEASE NOTE: NEVER send QSL to U.S. District #8 bureau or his NA8O address in the USA. 

LX, LUXEMBOURG. Operators Ivo/ON6UM, Frans/ON4LO and Rob/ON6QX will be active from here May 15-17th. The trio of operators will sign LX/homecall. Activity will be on all bands SSB/CW/Digital. QSL via their home callsigns. 

OH0, ALAND ISLANDS. Ari, OH5DX, will be active as OH0Z from May 28th through June 4th. Activity will be all bands, CW/SSB with a Single Band entry in the CQ WPX CW Contest. QSL via OH5DX (ex-OH1EH). 

OJ0, MARKET REEF. Operators Ingo/SM5AJV, Peder/SM0GNS, Jonas/SM5HJZ and Anders/SM0HPL will be active as OJ0SM during the CQ WPX CW Contest as a Multi-Single entry. QSL via SM5HJZ. 

OX25, GREENLAND. Look for OX stations to use the special prefix OX25 followed by their own suffix between June 1-30th. This special event is to celebrate the 25 years of home rule/goverment in Greenland. 

OY, FAROE ISLANDS. Operators Kevin/ON5DRE and Erwin/ON4QJ are expected to be active now through May 13th. Activity will be on 160-2 meters, with an emphasis on 80/40/17/2 meters. 

QSL INFO AND NEWS................... 

· QSL 3V8BB via I5JHW for activity in the 2004 A.R.I. International Contest (May 1-2nd). Operator was Giovanni, I5JHW. 

· A61AJ. Just a reminder! When QSLing the upcoming A61AJ CQ WPX CW Contest (May 29-30th) contacts, please QSL to K2UO (for North/South America) and DJ2MX (for Europe/Asia/Africa/Oceania). 

· QSL KY4DX via K4WW. Members of Derby City DX Association (DCDXA) activated KY4DX in commemoration of the 130th Running of The Kentucky Derby. An 8X10, full color, suitable for framing, certificate is available. U.S. stations please enclose 2.00 USD, DX stations 3.00 USD, along with your QSL card. SASE IS NOT REQUIRED!! Repeat, SASE IS NOT REQUIRED!! Certificates for DX stations WILL NOT be returned through the ARRL outgoing QSL bureau. QSL INFORMATION: Shelby Summerville, K4WW, 6506 Lantana Court, Louisville, KY 40229-1544 USA. 

· Berkin, TA3J, reports that he sent out QSL cards for TA3YJ, TA3YJ/0, TA3YJ/3, TA3YJ/3 (LH), TA3YJ/4, TA3YJ/4 (LH), SV1/TA3YJ, LZ2/TA3YJ, TA3J, TA3J/0, TA3J/1, TA3J/2, TA3J/3, TA3J/3 (LH), TA3J/4, TA3J/4 (LH), SV1/TA3J, LZ1/TA3J, LZ2/TA3J, YM3BU, YM3ATA, YM3SV, YM75TA, YM21TA, YM3LZ/WPX2000 and YM3LZ/WAE2000 to the QSL Bureaus of Germany, Greece, Japan and Romania direct on April 28, 2004. 

TP7CE, COUNCIL OF EUROPE. Francis/F6FQK (TP2CE Liaison Officer) informs OPDX that the last valid TP7CE activity for the "Council of Europe Radio Club Challenge" will take place May 5th (for RTTY) and May 7-9th (for RTTY/SSB/CW). Deadline to send QSOs list: June 30th, 2004. Rules and details for the Challenge can found on the following Web in six different languages at: http://ewwa.free.fr 

V31, BELIZE (Also, IOTA Op). An Uruguayan-Argentinean team are planning a joint DXpedition venture to Belize between May 5-14th. Operators will be Mario/CX4CR, Carlos/LU2NI and Bert/CX3AN. The team will operate from a site in Placencia South Belize (V31MD's Shack). Activity will be on 160-6 meters CW/SSB/Digital with a special emphasis on the Lower/WARC bands. On 6 meters there should be a single rig on for continous listening on 50.110 MHz. QSL Manager is LU2NI. Callsigns will be issued after their arrival. ADDED NOTE: During the team's last 4 days, they will activate South Water Cay (IOTA NA-180). 

V63, MICRONESIA. Sho, JA7HMZ, will be active as V63DX from Pohnpei Island, May 24-27th. Activity will be 40-10 meters CW/SSB. QSL via JA7HMZ. 

XU, CAMBODIA (Update). Jaak, ES1FB (who will be active with Oleg, ES1RA, as XU7ACE and XU7ARA, respectively, between May 7-19th) states that they will be active during the IOTA Contest (July 24-25th) as XU7ACV from Koh Pas (AS-133). QSL XU7ACE and XU7ACV via ES1FB. QSL XU7ARA via ES1RA. Visit the following Web page at: http://www.hot.ee/xu7ace/ 

PROPAGATION FORECAST

ARLP018 Propagation de K9LA Carl Luetzelschwab, K9LA, is filling in this week for Tad Cook, K7RA. Tad had some windstorm damage at his QTH from a fallen tree, and at the time of this writing he is without electricity and phone service. This report covers the period Friday April 23 through Thursday April 29. Solar activity was at moderate levels at the beginning of the period, with several M1 and M2 class flares. Solar activity decreased to low levels in the latter half of the reporting period. Solar activity is forecast to be low for the next several days. Geophysical activity ranged from quite to active levels during the reporting period due to several isolated active periods occurring at high latitudes. The geomagnetic field is expected to be at an active level on Friday, and return to quiet to unsettled levels on Saturday and Sunday. The VOACAP and W6ELProp tutorials mentioned in last week's bulletin are intended to be introductory-level discussions of these readily available software packages. Both of the tutorials show how to download the software and set up the options. A sample prediction is run in each, and the outputs are discussed. For those interested in a more in-depth look at VOACAP, check out "What Is VOACAP Trying to Tell Me?" by N6BV and "VOACAP Quick Guide" by OH6BG - both of these are on the ARRL Technical Information Service propagation page at, http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/propagation.html. As Cycle 23 continues its descent (the smoothed sunspot number for May is predicted to be around 35 - a far cry from the peak of 121 in April 2000), 10-meter aficionados are becoming more and more dejected. On the other hand, 160-meter aficionados are perking up as solar minimum approaches. If you're interested in 160-meter propagation and are going to Dayton, check out the Topband Dinner on Friday night (contact George, W8UVZ, via email at, w8uvz@voyager.net for more information). Eric, K3NA, will give a program about the 3B9C 160-meter QSO’s. The numbers for this week will be in next week's Propagation Forecast Bulletin. 

MLDXCC 2004 Meeting Schedule

May 8th
June 19th

July 24th(joint meeting with NCCC)

August 28th
September 18th
October 9th
November 13th
December 18

Thanks to Ken, K6TA and Kay, K6TO for arranging for our meeting room with RT pizza.
Membership Criteria 

Membership criteria may be obtained by writing the Secretary/Treasurer at:

MLDXCC

PO Box 1073

Pine Grove, CA 95665-1073 

The club website is: mldxcc.com
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2004 Officers of the MLDXCC
Prez: Ron St.Jean, KG6CMS kg6cms@arrl.net

Vice Prez: Jim Vennenman, WX6V

wx6v@msn.com

Treasurer: Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD 

k6tkd@arrl.net

Contest Chairman: Dick Wilson, K6LRN,

k6lrn@arrl.net
Director: Ray Parker, ND6S

Nd6sarrl@sbcglobal.net

Director: Gary Stilwell, KI6T

E-mail: ki6t@arrl.net


Secretary: Ron St.Jean, KG6CMS kg6cms@arrl.net

Nugget Editor

Rick Samoian,W6SR samoian@directcon.net

QSL Manager:

Norm Regan, WA6SJQ
Publicity Chairperson

Brandt Woodard, K6BEW

ARRL Awards Checkers

DXCC, Gary Stillwell, KI6T & Ken Anderson, K6TA

WAS & others Dennis King, N6KD
ARRL Sixth District QSL Bureau

PO Box 530, Weed, CA 96094-0530. For more information, visit the ARRL Sixth District QSL Bureau Web site http://www.kqlz.com/qslbureau6.html 

ARRL SECTION REPORT (edited)

FIRE SEASON; Due to the low rainfall and hot weather our fields and forests
are extremely dry. As this is written there have been a few fires, but mainly
in the south. Our ARES groups and those that work with the California
Department of Forestry (CDF) or Federal Forestry should be prepared in case
there is a call-out. Our DECs and ECs will appreciate your registering with
them so that they can call on you if needed. If you do not know who the 
Emergency Coordinator for your County is, please contact the Section Emergency
Coordinator, Dave Thorne, K6SOJ, or myself. Dave's email is k6soj@arrl.net,
mine is w6rff@arrl.org. Your County EC will be happy to hear from you.
EMCOMMWEST: EMCOMM and the Reno Hamswap will be held on May 22-23 in Reno
at the Fred Trainer Middle School. There will be many presentations on
emergency communications, and you will have a chance to meet the SEC, DEC and
ECs of the Sacramento Valley Section, as well as ARRL Officials. Info and
maps at www.emcommwest.org.

BROADBAND OVER POWER LINE: Information has been flying fast and furious
the last few days. The deadline for comments on Docket ET 03-104 will have
passed by the time you read this. President Bush spoke out for the BPL and
immediately received a FAX from the President of the ARRL. The National
Telecommunications and Information Administration filed a large report on April 29. The NTIA is responsible for government frequencies and ran
thousands of tests on BPL. The ARRL's web page has a summary of the report. 
NTIA's text at www.doc.gov/ntiahome/fccfilings/2004/bpl/index.html. with the
President and the Chairman of the FCC pushing for BPL it is going to be a
tough fight. On the ARRL's web page you will find sample letters you should
send to your Senator, Congressman, Bush and the FCC. Please send a letter or
email to each of these people and let them know that we are concerned about
possible interference to amateur radio operators, as well as all other high
frequency receptions and transmissions.

Hamswap May 16, at Bella Vista High School, 8301 Madison Ave, Fair Oaks
 
DAVE THORNE, K6SOJ: Dave has announced that he will resign as the Section
Emergency Coordinator for the Sacramento Valley Section as of June 30, 2004. 
Over the past 10 years Dave has held appointments as Emergency Coordinator,
District Emergency Coordinator and the last 4 years as Section Emergency
Coordinator. He will also resign from positions with the State OES and
Skywarn. Dave has been extremely active in organizing emergency
communications for the section and has done an outstanding job. He was
awarded the Pacific Division Certificate of Merit two years ago, for his work.
I can not thank him enough for the effort he has put in to organize the
section ECs. He took a great load from my shoulders as SM. THANKS DAVE!!
See you in Reno. 73, Jettie, W6RFF
ARRL Sacramento Valley Section
Section Manager: Jettie B. Hill, W6RFF
w6rff@arrl.org
Late breaking Info.

Ken Anderson, K6TA says that there were 19 card checkers at Visalia, no wonder all went smooth as glass! Thanks guys!

Linda Harper, ex-W6DQ has a new call “W0WZ”.

I have attached a 04’ MLDXCC Roster below.  If you have changes let me know, I will try to keep em’ all straight.  Note the “key-word” TRY.  
 


K6AO MLDXCC

PO Box 1073
Pine Grove, CA 95665 k6ao@arrl.net
K6BEW Brandt Woodward
510 Water St, #11
Jackson, CA 95642
H:209-223-2622 W:

k6bew@yahoo.com
K6BPB Lew Dickerson
14500 Fruitvale Ave

Apt. 2260

Saratoga, CA 95070

(408) 714-7504

Newsletter via Mail

KI6CG George Staudacher
11983 Hilltop Dr
Grass Valley, CA 95949
H:530-268-8681 

ki6cg@arrl.net
Newsletter via Mail
KG6CMS Ron St. Jean
7065 Cinnamon Teal Way
El Dorado  Hills, CA 95762
H:530-676-0646 W:

kg6cms@arrl.net
W0WZ Linda Harper
10155 Harding Avenue NE, Monticello, MN 55362 H:763-295-5577 

theharpers@charter.net
WB6GEF Dave Green
9555 Jesus Maria Rd.
Mokelumne Hill CA 95245
W: (209) 286-1166

K6GT George Daughters
1560 Klamath Dr
Sunnyvale, CA 94087
H:408-732-2676 

k6gt@arrl.net
N6GWT Joe Grace

P.O. Box 7

Burson, CA 95225-0007

H: 209-772-1245

n6gwt@arrl.net

WK6I Jeff Stai
PO Box 367
Murphys, CA 95247
WK6I@arrl.net
H: 209-728-3853
N6JV Norm Wilson
8705 Crystal River Way

Sacramento CA 95828
916-689-3534

nwilson@n6jv.us
 http://N6JV.us
AA6K Shirley Rose

200 Best Road

Stockton, CA 95215-9565

(209) 464-3420

rosesl@prodigy.net

N6KD Dennis King
16500 King Rd
Jackson, CA 95642
H:209-223-5592 

n6kd@yahoo.com
K6KM Bill Snider
3482 Sky Crest
Yankee Hill, CA 95965
H:530-533-3300 W:

k6km@cncnet.com
K6KO Kay Anderson
PO Box 853
Pine Grove, CA 95665
H:209-296-5577 

k6ko@arrl.net
K6LRN Dick Wilson
PO Box 273, Somerset, CA 95684
H:530-620-2147 

K6lrn@arrl.net

WL7NN George Van Lone
PO Box 8, Acampo, CA 95220
H:209-333-2233 

Wl7nn@softcom.net 

KI6PG Bill Kling
PO Box 822
Twain Harte, CA 95383
H:209-586-5583 

klings@mlode.com
Newsletter via Mail

K6QG Lyle Bradt
7310 Conner Drive
Valley Springs CA 95252
209-786-7544

k6qg@arrl.net
WB6QVI Fred Soderer
PO Box 2188
Arnold, CA 95223
H:209-795-5736

WB6QVI@eudoramail.com 

K6RK Chuck Patterson
3101 Withers Ave.
Lafayette, CA 94549
H:925-934-3419 

k6rk@aol.com
N6RK Rick Karlquist
13432 Christensen Rd.
Galt, CA 95632-8845
Richard@karlquist.com
N6RER Ginny Snider
3482 Sky Crest
Yankee Hill, CA 95965
H:530-533-3300 

ginny@cncnet.com
W6RFF Jettie Hill
306 St. Charles Ct.
Roseville, CA 95661
H:916-783-0383 W:

W6rff@arrl.org
ND6S Ray Parker
12510 Winton Rd
Sutter Creek, CA 95685
H:209-267-5958 

nd6sarrl@sbcglobal.net
W6SR Rick Samoian
2201 Du Ponte Dr
Placerville, CA 95667
H:530-672-2885 W:

samoian@directcon.net
WA6SJQ Norm Regan
PO Box 238
Volcano, CA 95689
H:209-296-2252 

bnregan@cdepot.net 

NU6T Richard E Hill 

3900 Central Avenue 

Fair Oaks, CA 95628 

H: (916) 962-2431 

email:REHill@ix.netcom.com

KI6T Gary Stilwell
7632 Woodland Ln
Fair Oaks, CA 95628
H:916-961-6659 W:916-387-0730
ki6t@arrl.net
K6TA Ken Anderson
PO Box 853
Pine Grove, CA 95665
H:209-296-5577 W:

k6ta@arrl.net
K6TKD Carolyn Wilson
PO Box 273
Somerset, CA 95684
H:530-620-2147 

k6tkd@arrl.net
N6TNX Dick Zuttermeister
10519 Thompson Way
Valley Springs, CA 95252
H:209-786-2231 W:

tnwtnx@caltel.com
K6TTT Jack Costa
260 Mistletoe Ct.
Angels Camp, CA 95222
H:209-736-4033 W:

costa@goldrush.com
WX6V Jim Venneman
12060 Holly Vista Way
Auburn, CA 95603
H:530-823-6268 6268 W:916-322-9887
wx6v@msn.com
W6VFA Web Weber
738 Corvey Circle
Galt, CA 95632
H:209-745-4687 W:

w6vfa@softcom.net
N6XI Rick Tavan
20297 Hickory Hill Way
Saratoga, CA 95070
H:408-867-5797 
W:530-587-3164
n6xi@arrl.net
AE6Y Andy Faber
16321 Ridgecrest Ave.
Monte Sereno, CA 95030
H:408-395-9193 

W:408-286-5800
ae6y@aol.com
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