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The Newsletter of the Mother Lode DX/Contest Club

MEETING DATE, LOCATION & PROGRAM

When: Our next meeting is Saturday, May 21st at 12:00 noon. 

Where: Good Friends Chinese Restaurant.  The restaurant is located at the intersection of Highway 12 and Highway 26, it’s very easy to find.  The address is 9 California Street, Valley Springs  and their phone # is (209)772-0888 See the club’s website at http://www.mldxcc.org/ and click on “meetings” for a map and more information.  

What: The program will be a tour of WC6H’s station. You won’t want to miss seeing the magic antennas and the palace of rate..

From the Prez:
I hope you all enjoyed Visalia. Unfortunately I was unable to attend. Fortunately  I was compensated for it by working A92IO for a new one early Sunday morning. 

   Here is the official update on our next meeting.  The location has changed. The meeting will be on May 21st at the Good Friends Chinese Restaurant (at the corner of  Hy 26 & Hy 12) in Valley Springs.  The lunch/meeting will be followed by a tour of the WC6H contest station.  It would be great if everyone could bring a guest and we could expand our membership. 

   The last major contest of the 2010-2011 season is the CQWPX CW which will be on 28/29 May.  If you are a member of the NCCC as well as the MLDXCC we agreed that our CQWPX logs will be submitted for the NCCC. 

  We have an item which needs to be discussed and hopefully resolved at the May meeting.  That would be a clear definition of a “member in good standing” as related to dues and CQP eligibility.  There have been a number of members with differing opinions on issue and we need to distill this into something agreeable to all members.  Our By-Laws clearly state that dues must be paid to be a member but we clouded the issue last year and it is time to clarify it. 

  Solar Cycle 24 continues to ramp up.  Recently the 20M band has been open all night.  Now if we could get some DXpeditions into the southern Indian Ocean I could fill in most of my missing DX entities. 

73 de AA6K 

Shirley

VP’s QRM
This month meeting will be May 21st in Valley Springs, and the program will be a tour of WC6H’s station. You won’t want to miss seeing the magic antennas and the palace of rate.
The meeting for June 18th will be in Martell. The current plan for the June meeting is a Field Day-related program. I will demonstrate digital operations on my K3 with Writelog and N1MM (integrating MMTTY/MMVARI for RTTY and PSK and CC-User, the spot filter for the VE1CC cluster). That is a warning. Those who don’t want to hear me drone on mindlessly about port settings, dtr-rts/key-ptt settings, the joys of pointing and clicking your way to mediocre scores, should bring your own demonstrations. Anything FD is welcome – portable satellite, GOTA operations, battery power set-ups. Let me know what you are bringing for show and tell. Also, this is the time to share any planned operations for yourself or your other clubs.
That’s the vice-president’s report. All other matters of vice will be discussed in person. 

de N6DW, Dana
At Visalia, Al Maenchen AD6E (shown below) 

[image: image1.jpg]Copyright©2011 NeTV.




and Rob Brownstein (K6RB), members of CWops, announced that club's first CW OPEN, a new, international contest. Slated for August 20 and 21, the CW OPEN is actually three, 4-hour contests that are each separately scored and awarded. They are timed such that ITU regions 1, 2 and 3 will have optimal high-band or low-band conditions during two of the three contest periods. Scoring is 1 point per valid QSO and 1 multiplier per unique valid QSO call sign. Participants can work anyone, anywhere, once per band (160, 80, 40, 20, 15 and 10). The contest periods are: 1200-1600Z (August 20); 2000-2400Z (August 20) and 0400-0800Z (August 21). The exchange is simply "serial number" and "name."  More information will be posted at http://www.cwops.org/cwopen.html
de Al,  AD6E
Tube of the Month de Norm, N6JV

The Arc Rectifier
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Early in the last century, there was a combination of DC and AC voltage equipment being used in the World.  In the US, the advantages of AC over DC lighting was finally established, but many cities were using the old DC lighting equipment installed by Edison.  In 1902, Peter Cooper Hewitt discovered that a vacuum tube with an AC anode and a negative cathode made from a pool of mercury would act as a very efficient rectifier.  Once the mercury was made partially into its vapor phase, the conduction would continue.  The problem was getting the arc going as there was no heating circuit and everything was in a vacuum.  One common solution was a mechanical machine that would rotate the bulb until the mercury made contact with a positive electrode.  The bulb was then rotated back into position.  Any interruption in the input voltage would stop the rectifier and it would have to be tilted again.  Large units could be 1, 3, 6 or 12 phase.  The multi phase units provided well-filtered DC.

These units were commonly used in lighting and very large DC supplies like those used for electric trains.  My grandfather turned in his horse for an electric streetcar in the Netherlands back about 1910.   Larger units were made to handle up to a million watts.   By 1920, the vacuum tube rectifier had been developed, but large transmitters were still a problem as the available tubes were small.  Hams could get used ARC rectifiers and old pole pigs, so the age of QRO was started.  The hams developed solutions to the “keep alive” problems including large relays to tilt the bulbs and using Model “T” spark coils to provide a constant low current voltage to keep the reaction going.  Today those few rectifiers that have survived are feared by museums due to the large pool of mercury.  

Visit the museum at N6JV.com
Norm N6JV

Member news/feedback/Announcements/and

Items F/S.
A friend has the following equipment for sale:

Ten Tec Orion 2 - $2500

Collins 51S-1 - $450

Kenwood TS-120 - $150

Ten Tec Scout 555 w/160-10M modules - $200

Kenwood R-300 - $100

Two Eico 720 transmitters - Make offer

Eico 722 VFO - Make offer

Collins 75S-1 w/500 Hz filter - Make offer

Contact me (w1rh@arrl.net) for information

I got 100 cards checked at Visalia.  Hopefully, this should put me at over 300 confirmed.

de Bob,W1RH

==================================

A  few additions at the W6DE station are a PW-1, Icom Solid-State 160-6M KW PA  &  a Bengali key. (nice de Ed)
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==================================

I have to put in a plug for LOTW. For a few years now, I have casually been playing in RTTY contests. I have found that the digital guys seem to be the most dedicated users of LOTW. The last RTTY contest I participated in, almost 60% of the QSOs were confirmed within  a few weeks. Two weeks ago, I reached RTTY DXCC using mostly all confirmations via LOTW. I had 10 of so confirmed by regular QSLs from the big DXpeditions who now seem to include digital operations on every operation. At the same time I was able to apply for 20 meter RTTY WAS, all via LOTW


I know the complaints about the absurd amount of complexity for signing logs but once it is initialized, it is quite simple to periodically upload log information.


I was also surprised to get an LOTW confirmation last week for 9N7AN, who I worked 31 Mar 2011. That one got me on CW DXCC Honor Roll.


CU at the next MLDXCC meeting in Valley Springs,  73, Rick, W6RKC
==================================

ND6S  Ham Radio Clearance  2011

Radios: ICOM 745 Solid State 100W  HF with 500hz CW filter FL100 M12 Mike. Original Non Smoking owner.  Boxes and  Manual  

Accessory plug dinged but  works  Looks 8/10

 General coverage receiver.  $450.00

Alinco DJ C1 Credit Card 2Mtr Radio. All Original Lithium-ion battery holds chg...works like a champ. Manual included $60.00 Serial #T004381

ICOM 02 AT 2Mtr HT 5W max out with Double A battery pack. Original owner and manual  PL $70.00

ROTOR: HAM IV CATS paint job and tuneup. Analog control . Manual $250.

DIGITAL:Rig Blaster  Icom connectors and wall wart 9v PS, software and manual $50

ANTENNAS: Cushcraft 14element 2 mtr Beam. Can be shortened or Moon Bounce?  $75

KLM  10MTR Beam 6 elements/dual driven elements. Boom 28'. Elements to boom brackets included to replace crummy originals. When 10 opens you will be a BIG GUN!  $75.00 "THE BIG STICKER" YES I have the manual!

If interested contact Ray at:

 nd6s@sbcglobal.net or 209-267-5958

The New England QSO Party awarded ND6S second place  SOLP for California. I worked 67 New England counties. Nice Certificate, too. The 2011 version is May 7 and 8. 

 

I'm  glad to report that W1HKJ and his family escaped serious damage in the tornado's that swept northern Alabama. Dave is the writer of the greatest digital software for Ham radio. He and a cast of hundreds support and upgrade Fldigi. www.w1hkj.com for a free download. 

 

I'm sorry to report the loss of a Ham friend...that I never met. Dianna Killeen, KB6NAN,sk.

Dianna was a dedicated SOLP operator. She was a force in Ten-Ten QSO Parties and beat me to the DXCC Honor Roll with 100watts. I'll miss her in my logs.  Adios Dianna.

de Ray, ND6S

===================================

My antenna system is finally back in operation!   

The list of changes and renewing things was more than I expected.  Originally I only wanted to:

1. Remove a KLM 27 ele, 432 MHz beam, and replace the 6 and 2 Mtr quad with a new VHF/UHF Quad covering the 6m, 2m and 70cm bands.  

2. Move the antenna coax switching box, change out older coax with newer, low loss stuff. 

3. Inspect the tower, specially  the raising and lowering cables, and check and lube the pulley's, 

4. Check rotor and lube the thrust bearing.  

 

All these seemed like simple tasks when the O.M.P was written.  WELL.....  Does the name Murphy mean anything to you? This project was slated for February, but the wind and rains had other plans. Wind, rain followed by more rain and wind, plus it was too cold to be working on an eight foot ladder with a heavy coat and gloves on.

 

The new quad antenna was ordered, arrived and assembled (a completely different fairy tale which is best told in a bar.)  and ready for installation.  Coax's were tested and all was now ready to lower the tower, tilt it over to the work position, and make the changes (one day's work Ha Ha).   When the tower was lowered it was discovered that almost all the pop rivets used by Force-12 to mount the elements to boom were badly worn and the elements were flopping in the wind.  A point of interest, pop rivets don't last forever, after 12 years they were really showing wear and need to be retrofit with new ones.  But drilling out the old rivets made the holes over-sized and new pop-rivets wouldn't do.  So twenty-four, ¼” inch stainless bolts with Ny-loc nuts were secured and fitted. The replacement took two days to complete, and another day to remove old antennas and install the new one.  Run the new coax, double check the rotor turning loops (450 deg Yaesu rotor).  Double check the connectors for being tight and adding the weather proofing tape.  Tilt the tower back up and install and torque all 15 bolts.  Raise the tower to operational height, 70 feet and check my handy work from the operating position.

 

The biggest improvement was the 40mtr portion of the Force-12.  The original linear-loading doesn't follow the rules, nor does it work all that well.  So you throw away the instructions and just wing it.  Where the instructions indicate 3 inches, it’s more like 8 inches just to bring the antenna into the low end of the band.  It now works better than a dipole, or any type of single wire, but it still needs more help.

 

The VHF stuff worked as advertised, which is amazing in today's world of tell them lies and feed them candy.

 

More of the trials and tribulations of K6QG at a later date..de Lyle, K6QG..  

For Sale 12 & 17M dual band yagi- $200/Offer

I have for sale a 12 & 17M dual band yagi. 5 elements on a 15’ X  2” boom, constructed of 6061 T-6 material and designed using EZNEC.  It utilizes the “open-sleeve” and  “forward stagger” design which requires only one feed line for two band operation.  The antenna weighs approx. 33 #  and is 4 square feet of wind load. It utilizes  3 elements on 12M @ 5.5dBd gain, and  2 ½  elements on 17M @ 4.7dBd gain. Pick-up in Placerville. For more info. contact me, de Rick, W6SR (530) 672-2885 or e-mail:   samoian@directcon.net
See the photos below:
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===================================

Hi All:

 Attached is the latest operation setup for W6RFF.

Ameritron AL-80B

Ham-IV Rotor

Elecraft K3

MFJ-4245MV, 45 Amp. Switching Power Supply

SignalLink-USB Sound Card

MFJ-998 Automatic Antenna Tuner
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de Jettie, W6RFF
Roseville, CA 

Editor’s Notes de Rick, W6SR
As always it was good to see old friends and make new ones at the Visalia convention. If you haven’t gone yet, it’s something to add to your bucket list.  Yes, we are all getting older, aren’t we?  

During the last couple of weeks the higher sunspot numbers, coupled with disturbed conditions haven’t been wonderful for DXing.  However the 6m band has come to life, the southern and east coast guys have been working into the Caribbean.  It won’t be too long and it will be our turn; so with a couple of 6m DXpeditions in the works, tune-in and add some new ones on the magic-band. 

Not much else on the radio front and it’s almost time for me to get behind the ol’ weed-whacker and kill stuff..  I have already sprayed Roundup once, and the weed ain’t looking happy.   I’ll just wait a week or so for em’ to really brown-out before I get started. 

Enough for now, see ya’ all 21 May.  de Rick, W6SR
May 2011 Treasurer’s Report
Balance April 1, 2011:                               $1909.73

Income:
Donation – WK6I

05.00



Dues – W6SR, W6FI, WK6I



K6KM, N6RER

75.00







80.00

Expenses:
None

Balance April 30, 20ll:                             $1989.73

Carolyn Wilson K6TKD, Treasurer

Click on the Hyperlink below to check-out the MLDXCC scores in the latest contests.

http://mldxcc.org/scores.html
UP-COMING DX and Dxpeditions

Click the link below to display up-coming Announced DXpeditions:

http://www.ng3k.com/Misc/adxo.html
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OPDX Bulletin 1010 May 9, 2011

The Ohio/Penn Dx PacketCluster
DX Bulletin No. 1010
BID: $OPDX.1010
May 9, 2011
Editor Tedd Mirgliotta, KB8NW
Provided by BARF80.ORG (Cleveland, Ohio) 
Thanks to the Northern Ohio Amateur Radio Society, Northern Ohio DX Association, Ohio/Penn PacketCluster Network, AB5K & the AR TelNet Clusters Network, K1XN & GoList, NJ1Q, K2AU, NG3K & ADXO, N4AA & QRZ DX, W4VQ, KH6BZF, N6PSE, K8GI, K8IA, K8YSE, N8OFS, W8GEX (60m News), W9ILY, Algarve STAR DX Team, AT International, DL1SBF, DL7MAE & The DX News Letter, DxCoffee.com, DX-World.Net, EA4AK, EB7DX, F6AJA & Les Nouvelles DX, HA0HW, HK1X, I1JQJ/IK1ADH & 425 DX News, JA1XGI, LU7YS, OK2BOB, OZ6OM & 50 MHz DX News, Pete's-DX-Newsdesk, PT7WA, RSGB IOTA Web Site, VA3RJ & ICPO, VE3ZZ and VHF-DX-Portal(MMMonVHF) for the following DX information. 

8P, BARBADOS (Update)
Fred, PY2XB, will be active as 8P9XB from St. Philip, Barbados (NA-021) between May 8-21st. Fred will be traveling with his family, so radio operations will be on a secondary basis. Activity will be on 80-6 meters using CW, SSB, RTTY and BPSK. Efforts will be concentrated on 6 meters and the Digital modes. On 6m, Fred will run a beacon on 50.099 MHz while he is not operating. Please spot beacon on the DXClusters. Fred will use the traditional DX frequencies. Check QRZ.com under 8P9XB for the log and additional information during his stay. QSL via PT7WA. 

9H, MALTA
Jasper, PB2JJ, will be active as 9H3JN from Malta between September 2-14th. Activity will be on 40-10 meters using CW and SSB. QSL via his home callsign. 

A5, BHUTAN
Zorro, JH1AJT, will be active from here during the CQWWWPX CW Contest (May 28-29th) as a Single-Op/All-Band/High-Power entry. QSL via JH1AJT. 

C2, NAURU (Update)
The Pacific-DXer's Web page is reporting that the C21A DXpedition dates have been decided, and plans are progressing. The operation will take place between November 13th and December 7th. Oper- ations will be led by Bill, VK4FW, with liaison support by Eddie VK4AN. They expect to have 6 operators and 3 stations active on all bands 160- 6 meters using CW/SSB/RTTY/PSK31. They will also participate in the CQWW DX CW Contest as a M/M or M/2 entry. QSLing will be handled by the Pacific DXers. 

C4, CYPRUS
Operators Valentin/5B4AGM, Alex/5B8AD, Alex/RV6LNA, Vlad/UA6LV, Oleg/UA6LP, Kantor/RA6LFO and Oleg/UA9CDV will be active as C4N during the CQWW WPX CW Contest (May 28-29th) as a Multi-Single entry. QSL via W3HNK. Visit the contest station's Web page at: 
http://www.c-4-n.com
CQ55, PORTUGAL (Special Event)
Members of the Algarve STAR DX Team will be active as CR55PQ from the inside of Portuguese Airborne Troops School between May 21-23rd. Activity is to celebrate 55th years of (Para- Quedistas) at this military school. Operators mentioned are Miguel/CT1EHX, Toze/CT1GFK and Mike/CT1IUA. Operations will be on 80-6 meters using CW, SSB and RTTY. QSL via CT1EHX, by the Bureau or direct. For updates and more details, see the Web page at: 
http://algarvedx.com
DAYTON HAMVENTION NEWS
Send us your HamVention hospitality room information for next week's issue. 

DXCC NEWS
Bill Moore, NC1L, Awards Branch Manager, reports that the following is approved for DXCC credit: 
4A4A ​ Revillagigedo; 2011 Operation

ADDED NOTE: OPDX was informed by Santos, EA4AK, that "the 4A4A QSL card is just amazing, '8 pages'... 'A MUST HAVE'!!" See the JPGs of the QSL here: https://picasaweb.google.com/EA4AK.Santos/4A4AQSLCARD# The QSL Manager for 4A4A is EB7DX: http://www.eb7dx.com http://www.revillagigedo2011.com FJ, SAINT BARTHELEMY
Wim, ON4CIT, will be active as FJ/OS1T from Saint Barthelemy (NA-146) between May 14-22nd. Activity will be on 40-6 meters using mainly SSB and RTTY, with some CW on 10 meters. QSL via ON4CIT. For more information, visit Web site at: 
http://cendyshop.be/FJ-OS1T.html
HK0/M, MALPELO ISLAND
From a press release sent out by Pedro, HK1X, head of the DXARC Public Relations, indicates that the "Dxcolombia Amateur Radio Club" (DXARC) is officially announcing a DXpedition to Malpelo Island in 2012. Effort were made possible thanks to the arrangements conducted by Jorge Prieto, HK1R. With the special Colombian Ministry license, HK0NA, they plan to be active during the first semester of 2012. 

The team is currently working day by day strategically/logistically in making arrange- ments for international DXers to work Malpelo DXpedition 2012, and to make expedition history. The team will consists of 4 foreign and 8 Colombians. The current list of operators are Jorge/HK1R (Team Leader), Jahm/HK1T, Pedro/HK1X, Franz/DJ8ZB, Bolmar/HK1MW and Jaime/HK1N. Activity will be on 160-6 meters (including 30/17/12 meter bands) using CW, SSB and RTTY, with at least 3 stations on the air at the same time on different bands and modes. More details will be forthcoming. Look for periodical updates on the following Web pages at: 
http://www.dxarc.org
http://hk0na.wordpress.com
HS, THAILAND
Tony, E21IZC, will be active as HS7AT during the CQWW WPX CW Contest (May 28-29th) as a Single-Op/Single-Band (20m) entry. QSL via E21IZC, direct. 

IOTA NEWS
AS-081. Member of the GyeongNam DX Club will be active as 6M0W/5 from Kadok Island, South Korea, between June 4-7th. Operators mentioned are Choi/6K5AQY, Kim/6K5AYC, Ha/6K5BHZ, Soo/HL5BMX, Kim/HL2FDW, Sang/DS4NMJ, Kim/HL2DYS and Kei/HL2UVH. QSL via HL5BMX. 

AS-084. Operators Han/DS2GOO, Yongsup/DS3GLW, Rew/DS4NYE, Rocky/HL1VAU and Jung-man/DS4CDA will be active as D9K from Chuja Island between June 4-6th. Activity will be on 160-10 meters using CW, SSB and RTTY. 

EU-105. Operators Joel/F1BLQ, Michel/F5EOT, Eric/F5LOW, Laurent/F5MNK and Bertrand/F6HKA will be active as TM0Z from Batz Island between May 21-26TH. Activity will be on 160-6 meters using CW, SSB and the Digital modes. QSL via F5EOT, direct or by the Bureau. For more details, go to: 
http://www.frag33.org/www.cdxg.org/homeuk.html
EU-140. Jari, OH1JO, will once agin be active as OH1K from Kaunissaari Island between July 27th and August 4th. Activity will be be 20 meters, but other bands will also be used too. For more details see (QRZ.com). QSL via OH1JO. 

NA-029. Gregg, VE3ZZ, will once again be active as VE3ZZ/VY2 on Prince Edward Island (CISA PE-001, WLOTA 0523, WW Loc: FN76vs) between July 25th and August 1st, from the VY2TT superstation. In the RSGB IOTA Contest (July 30-31st), he will operate as a Single- Op/Mix-Mode/24HRS/High-Power. QSL via his home callsign, direct or by the Bureau. 

NA-091. Klaus, DK6AO, will be active as VE7/DK6AO from Quadra Island between May 30th and June 7th. QSL via his home callsign, direct or by the Bureau. For possible online logs, more details and updates, watch the following Web page at: 
http://www.dk6ao.de
OC-119. A group of 3-4 Philippine operators are planning DXpedition to the rare Jolo IOTA group sometime later this month. Dates to be confirmed and will be announced later. Operators are hoping to use the callsign DX8DX or DX8J, or possibly DU8/homecalls. More details are forthcoming. 

OC-187. Aki, JA1NLX, is planning to operate as JA1NLX/VK4 from Lizard Island for three or four days in August (dates not finalized). Activity will be on the HF bands using CW and SSB. Lizard Island is located about 240Km north of Cairns. QSL via his home callsign, direct or by the Bureau or LoTW. For updates, see Aki Blog page at: 
http://ja1nlx-aki.blogspot.com
SA-045. Operators Orlando/PT2OP and Fred/PY2XB plan to activate an island in the Amapa State Group, in August, during the second fortnight (second week). The Amapá State is in the extreme northern part of Brazil, and the islands in SA-045 are located in the northern hemisphere. Amapá has few Hams and the state is highly requested by colleagues who wish to achieve the diploma "Worked All Brazil" (WAB). It has been a long time since an Island in IOTA SA-045 was activated. Last month (April), 

Orlando traveled to Macapa, capital of the Amapa state, to talk with the environmental authorities and to get information about the region because the islands are part of a biological reserves under environmental protection. He also did a survey of what should be taken as luggage since those islands are uninhabited. Other than radio equipment, they will have to take food, fuel for both the generator and obtain a boat for the operation. The second fortnight of August was chosen due to the HF propagation forecast, the climate conditions of the region and the moon season which affects the sea tide and the opportunities to reach the islands. They will soon announce more details of the expedition including its callsigns. 

J48/SV8, GREECE (IOTA Op)
Laci, HA0HW, will once again be active as J48HW and SV8/HA0HW from Thassos Island (IOTA: EU-174, GIOTA: NAS-037, MIA: MG-124, WLOTA: LH-4186, QRA: KN20HS) between May 26th and June 5th. He will operate mainly CW, with some SSB, RTTY and PSK31 as well, on the HF bands (mainly on 40/30/20/17 meters) and on 6 meters. He will enter the CQWW WPX CW Contest (May 28-29th) as J48HW. His rigs are a FT-840 with a MOS-FET amplifier and an IC-706 (for 6m only). Antennas are a monoband Gps and dipoles on fishing poles. QSL via his home callsign, direct or by the HA Bureau. 

JX, JAN MAYEN (Update/Changes)
The Jan Mayen DXpedition set between July 6-14th, 2011, (see OPDX.949 and OPDX.994) and led by Stan, SQ8X, has announced their group's callsign has been changed instead of JX7VPA as first announced. They received the privilege to activate the island under the unique, special callsign JX5O thanks to the assistance and support of the LA5O Ringsjøen Contest Club founded by Rag LA6FJA and Svein LA5FHA. Following Norwegian regulations, the usage of the callsign has been arranged at Norwegian Post & Telecom by the Club’s committee. 

Currently, the team consists of: Stan/SQ8X (team leader), Pete/SQ9DIE, Vicky/SV2KBS, Leszek/NI1L, Tomek/SQ9C, Bernie/HB9ASZ, Jón/TF3ZA, Björn/ SM0MDG and Tom/SQ9C. The group plans to be on the air for 8 days with 2-3 stations. Stan also states, "Due to polar summer season at Jan Mayen Island with broad daylight 24/7, the team will not operate on 160-80 meters ​ those bands will be totally dead at that time. The DXpedition will focus on 30-6 meters, and our main modes will be CW and RTTY/PSK, with some SSB if conditions will be good enough to operate as much as we wish to. The team will also check conditions on the 40m band, but the band may also be not usable at that time of the year. The team will have a professional TV crew on board that will prepare a broadcast documentary about the project and the island." Updated details and QSL route are available on the following Web page at: 
http://janmayen2011.org
KH2/NH2, GUAM
Dave, N2NL, will be active as NH2T from Guam (OC-026) during the CQWW WPX CW Contest (May 28-29th) as a Single-Op/All-Band/ High-Power entry. He is expected to be here until the summer of 2013. Dave will be active (outside of contests) as KH2/N2NL and during all contests as NH2T. QSL via LoTW or via W2YC. 

KH4, MIDWAY ISLAND
Joe, W5FJG (ex-EL2JM, JY9ZK, ST2JM, 7Z1AC) is now on Midway Island (OC-030) and is working on the island as the Chief Communications Officer for at least one year. He plans to be active as KH4/W5FJG starting the last week in May. Activity will be on 40-10 meters (possibly 80m if he can get a good vertical to the Island) using CW, SSB and the Digital modes. At the present time, Joe has only an Icom 7000 (but no power supply or antennas), but will probably have additional equipment shipped to him later. His antennas system will be modest at first, and hopes to be on the air by June 1st. Antennas have to be installed so that there is minimal impact to the island's bird population. 

Joe's operating times will vary during the week and weekends. He mentions that he is setting up a Web site that will contain some information about the Island and post operating schedules. Over time, Joe intends to set up a long term station on the Island so Midway will remain on the air long after he has gone. Joe is looking for any donations of multiband verticals, as well as a QSL Manager. If you’re interested in being his QSL Manager, please contact him at: joeyjeepusa@yahoo.com
More information is forthcoming soon. 

KH6BZF PROPAGATION FORECAST/REPORT (May 9-15th)
 May  09    AN          SOLAR REFERENCE KEYS

 May  10    AN          --------------------

 May  11    AN          BN - Below Normal

 May  12    AN          AN - Above Normal/Geomagnetic Level is QUIET

 May  13    AN          LN - Low Normal

 May  14    AN-HN       HN - High Normal/Geomagnetic Level is UNSETTLED

 May  15    AN-HN       DIS  - Disturbed

                        VDIS - Very Disturbed

   GEOMAGNETIC REFERENCE

   ---------------------

   QUIET - The "A" index is expected to be between

           0-7 and the "K" index will be 2 or less

   UNSETTLED - The "A" index is expected to be between

           7-16 and "K" index will be 3 or less

LU, ARGENTINA (Special Op)
Members of the Radio Club de los Andes (LU8YE) will be active as LU8YE/Y from a special operation from the shores of Meliquina Lake, located at 45 KM from the city of San Martin de los Andes, from the hotel Amancio (www.amanciohotel.com.ar) between May 20-22nd. Activity will be on the HF bands, 80-10 meters using CW and SSB. Contacts are valid for the Neuquén Club Radio Program "Lakes and Ponds of Neuquén" For national contacts, QSL via LU8YE. For DX contacts, QSL via Manager EA7FTR. Visit the LU8YE Web page at: 
http://www.lu8ye.com.ar
NEWLY ELECTED OFFICERS FOR 2011-2012
The present officers of the Arizona Outlaws Contest Club continues for another term, through May 31st, 2012:
Bob Epstein, K8IA - President
Dick Zalewski, W7ZR - North Region VP
Mike Fulcher, KC7V - Central Region VP
Dave Gilbert, AB7E - South Region VP
Sandy Farley, N7RQ - Secretary/Treasurer 

In addition, Sandy, N7RQ, continues as Webmistress for their Web site 
http://www.arizonaoutlaws.net
and John Arthurs, K7WP, continues as their "Special Projects" guru. 

OY, FAROE ISLANDS
Operators Hans/PA0VHA, Steef/PA2A and Wim/PA2AM will be active as OY/homecall from Skaelingur, Streymoy Island, in the Faroes (EU-018), between May 22nd and June 3rd. Activity will be on all bands using CW and RTTY. Also, look for activity on 6 and 4 meters, and PA2AM will also be on AO-51 satellite. Streymoy Island has a population of 11 and some sheep! QSL via their home callsigns. 
ADDED NOTE: This team also plans activity from Market Reef later this year. 

PACIFIC TOUR
Operators Pista/HA5AO and George/HA5UK plan to activate the following islands between October 1st and November 15th: Fiji, Tuvalu, Western Kiribati and possibly Banaba. The following callsigns have been requested and are pending: 3D2UK, T2HA, T30HA and T33HA. Activity is planned for 160-10 meters using CW, SSB and RTTY modes. They will have two stations on the air simultaneously. A log search and more details are forthcoming at: 
http://ha5ao.novolab.hu
QSL via HA5AO, direct, by the Bureau or LoTW. 

PP0T, TRINDADE ISLAND (Update)
Junior, PY2ZA, showed up on the air as PP0T after last week's bulletin went out. Jerry, N4JF, informed OPDX that Junior is working at a military base and has to follow some very strict rules of operating time and conditions. He is using military equipment that does not have split capabilities. This is why he is always simplex. Jerry states, "He (Junior) is using two FT-990 from the Navy.. This is not a normal DXpedition. When operating split he uses one for RX and the other for TX. He frequents 28.495 MHz SSB." Keep watching the Web page for possible updates: 
http://trindade2011.com
QSL INFO AND NEWS
  QSL-INFO from DB0SDX (dated May 8th)

  ----------------------------------------------------------------------------

  2R0GTE via 2E0GTE   HI5MLE via EA6SK       RP66L via RO1B        4JV6NS via 4K4K                   HR5/N2WB via N2OO     RP66LR via RX1CQ

  4L1FL via EA7FTR    II3AC via IK3GES       RP66NOZ via RD6A      6W2SC via HA3AUI                  JW6VJA via LA6VJA     RP66R/P via RX3F

  6W/EA1BT via EA1BT (direct)       KS0C/KH2 via KS0C      RP66S via RV3LZ

  A65BM via W4JS       LZ66P via LZ1BJ        RP66SW via RM4A    AH0/AB2RF via JJ2RCJ              LZ855SRKM via LZ1KZA  RP66VA via UA3LIU

CE2/VE7SV via VE7WY   MR0CEF via DL2LFH      RP66W via RK3QWW      EA6UN via SP4AOQ (Bureau)         

NH0J via JQ2GYU        RP66WG via RO1A

EM5U/P via UT2UB (direct/Bureau)  

OE4E via OE2GEN     SM3/EA8CN via EA8CN

EM44U via UT7UT      OE6KIDS via OE6WIG     SN0JP2SS via SP9PKZ   EO66JP via UU4JXZ                 OL100VP via OK1DRQ  TA4/OZ4CP via OZ4CP

ER9V via ER1DA         OM55TV via OM3MB      UK8OM via 4Z5OG (direct)

FM/F6ARC via FE11DX (direct/Bureau) P29CW via VK2IR   V5/HB9DRI via HB9DRI

GM/DH5JBR/P via DH5JBR

PC65ISWL via PA0FAW 

V5/HB9PHJ via HB9PHJ  GR0PZA via G0PZA                  PJ2/KE1B via KE1B   VK6/DJ7JC via DJ7JC

GR3SVK via G3SVK     PJ2/W6NN via W6NN      XV2LU via JA7LU      GR3TXF via G3TXF                  PJ7/WW4CP via WW4CP  YL11WCA via YL2IU

GR4PRB via EI7CC       RN9N via RN9MA         YP5WFF via YO5OAG   GS3PYE/P via M0VFC                RP66D via UA3DPX     ZA/LZ1UQ via LZ1UQ

HF45BRP via SP9BRP   RP66KND via UA4AJD     ZA/LZ2HM via LZ2HM

QSL ROUTE CHANGE. As of April 18, 2011, Buzz, NI5DX, will no longer be assisting 9M6JC as QSL Manager. John has decided to handle the QSL duties himself. Please do NOT send any 9M6JC cards to NI5DX either direct or via the Bureau. It appears that the loss of a large parcel of QSL cards that Buzz sent to 9M6JC containing cards for both John and Tom, 9M6TMT, has caused the two to decide to handle their own paperwork, hopefully avoiding the future loss of cards. 

QSLS BEING SENT TO EA7FTR AND EB7DX. David, EB7DX, informs OPDX that QSL processing by him and his father will be slowing down due to a serious family illness (his mother is in the hospital). They hope you can understand the situation. Thanks for understanding. 

LOG ONLINE. The log for the special event callsign, TM26UFT, to celebrate the 26th Annual Meeting of the French CW Society, the Union Française des Télégraphistes UFT is online at: 
http://www.uft.net
QSL RECEIVED VIA LoTW: 4A4A, 4A0IARU, 4J3M, 6V6U, 6W6/K3IPK, 9M2CNC, 9N7AN, CP6XE, DF5KE, F5SIB, FG4NO, FO8RZ, G0WRE, HK6K, JY5CC, OX3XR, P40V, P49V, P40YL, PJ4R, PZ5YV, SN3S, SV1EBV, TA3X, UA6JAJ, UT3IB, UX0FF, VE3XN, W0S, YW0DX and ZS6BCR 

QSLS RECEIVED VIA MAIL: 1A0KM, 9L0W, 9M2CNC, CT3FT, D2CQ, D44TBE, DK1MAX, EA6SX, J28RO, J5NAR, JY4NE, KP4DKE, LX/SP1DPA, LX1DA, OD5NJ, OY1CT, P40V, P49V, PJ2T, PJ4A, PJ4B, TJ3AY, V44KAI, V85AVE, VK5MAV/5, VU4PB, XX9TLX, YS0IARU, Z22CW, ZD9T, ZF2LC, ZL50VK and ZL8X 

QSLS RECEIVED VIA THE BUREAU: 3D2NB, 3W6C, 5K0CW, 5W0YA, 9Q/DK3MO, 9U1VO, 9X0LX, A25OOK, BD9AC, C56SMT, H40FN, JW/OZ7AM, P29VCX, PY2XB/PY0F, S79UCX, T27A, T88RP, TX1B, V63PR, VY0O and VY0V 

SM, SWEDEN
A group of operators from the Czech Republic, belonging to the radio clubs OK1ONA/OL1C and OK1KCU, will be active from Sweden between May 14-21st. Team members are OK1IEC, OK1IPS, OK1FPQ, OK1UZW, OK1JAX, OK1JST and OK1HWS. They will stay in a cottage near Vaggeryd. Activity will be on 80-6 meters using CW, SSB and the Digital modes with two stations on the air. Operators will use their home callsigns according to CEPT. QSL via their home callsigns or via OK1ONA/OL1C. A special QSL card will be sent for each QSO. For more info, see: 
http://www.ol1c.cz
SV9, CRETE
Operators Jindrich/OK1AMM, Franta/OK1HH and Bohumil/OK2BOB will be active as SV9/homecall/p from Agia Marina (Grid. Loc. KM15XM) on the Island of Crete (EU-015) between 1200z, May 17th and 0300z, May 28th. Activity will be on all bands (mainly 17/12/10/6 meters) using CW and SSB. The group will operate some days from Gramvousa Island or Gavdos Island (IOTA EU-187). QSL via their home callsigns. 

T2, TUVALU (Also 3D2)
Haru, JA1XGI, will be active as T2XG from Tuvalu (OC-015) between May 17-24th. Activity will be on 40-10 meters (especially 30/17/12m) using mainly CW, with some SSB and the Digital modes. He will also be on 6 meters. Also, look for Haru before and after his T2XG activity from Fiji (during his stop overs) signing 3D2XG. QSL via JA1XGI. For more details and updates, visit his Web page at: 
http://island.geocities.jp/t2xgtuvalu
T6, AFGHANISTAN (Cancelled)
Paul, N6PSE, Co-Leader of the T6PSE DXpedi- tion, sent out the following press release (#3) on May 2nd: "The Intrepid- DX Group has been planning for many months to conduct a large multi- national DXpedition from Kabul, Afghanistan as T6PSE.
   * We had been receiving advice and assistance from Jim McLaughlin, WA2EWE/T6AF, who was killed in Kabul earlier this week.
   * The Taliban subsequently announced their 'Spring Offensive'.
   * Last night, President Obama announced the killing of Osama Bin Laden. 

Given these circumstances, and with careful consideration, we have decided to cancel our plans for a DXpedition from Afghanistan. There is just too much uncertainty in the region for us to continue to move forward with our plans. 

In the next several weeks I will refund all donor/sponsor monies that have been given to support our plans.
Thank you, Paul S. Ewing-N6PSE" 

V2, ANTIGUA
Pete, KB2DY, will be active as V25GP from May 7-17th (possibly longer). Activity will mainly be FM on 6 meters using a Yaesu VX5-R (at 5w) along with a Diamond SRH940 antenna on 52.525 MHz. He will be staying in Grid Square FK97BD and FK97BC, BUT may be operating from any of the following grids: FK97CD, FK97BD, FK97BC, FK97BB, FK97CA, FK97CB, FK97DC and FK97DB. QSL via his home callsign. 

VK9C, COCOS (KEELING) ISLANDS (Update)
Wally, VK6YS, member of the South Pacific Contest Club, will be active as VK9CI from Cocos (Keeling) Island OC-003) for one week between June 1-7th. Activity will be limited because he will be on holiday with his wife Gaye. Operations will be early local mornings and through the evenings on 40-10 meters, propagation permitting. Using his IC7000, he plans to concentrate on the Digital modes, mainly PSK31 and with some RTTY and Olivia. QSL via VK6YS. 

VP9, BERMUDA
Operators Ray/ND8L and Jamie/WW3S will once again be active as VP9I from Ed/VP9GE's QTH for the CQWW RTTY DX Contest (September 24-25th). QSL via N1HRA. Outside of the contest, look for them to be active as VP9/WW3S and VP9/ND8L. QSL via LoTW or SASE to their CBA. 

XV, VIETNAM (IOTA Op)
Igor, UY5LW, will be active as XV4LW from Phu Quoc Island (AS-128) between May 9-18th. Activity will be on the 17/12 meter bands and also 6 meters. He will use his FT-100D into a 3 element yagi for 17/12m, a simple vertical for 10m and a yagi for 6m. QSL via his home callsign. 
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** IMPORTANT NOTICE/REMINDER **
The Ohio/Penn DX Bulletin now has a new FAX number.
Contributors can now send/fax their DX information to the following number: 

1-419-828-7791 ( F A X only! )
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SPECIAL NOTE BY EDITOR:
If you are having a problem receiving bounced mail by sending mail to me via " kb8nw@barf80.nshore.org ",

please send mail to me via " kb8nw@arrl.net "...... TNX de Tedd KB8NW
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The Sun, as seen on Thursday, May 5, 2011 from NASA's SOHO Extreme Ultraviolet Imaging Telescope. This MDI (Michelson Doppler Imager) image was taken in the continuum near the Ni I 6768 Angstrom line. The most prominent features are the sunspots. This is very much how the Sun looks in the visible range of the spectrum.


Tad "And the Sun was always shining" Cook, K7RA, reports: Currently, five sunspot groups are visible, but the average daily solar flux is down more than 7 points over the past week, compared with the previous week. The average daily solar flux was off nearly five points compared to the earlier period. A solar wind stream from a coronal hole induced a high latitude geomagnetic storm at the end of April. Middle-latitude geomagnetic K indices measured at Fredericksburg, Virginia went as high as 4, and the April 30-May 2 A index was 17, 13 and 14. The planetary K index hit 5 on April 30, and the A index over the same three day period was 24, 19 and 20. High latitude areas were more sharply affected, and Alaska's college K index rose to 7; the same three day period saw the college A index at 43, 56 and 37. The latest prediction shows more geomagnetic active coming May 9-10, when the predicted planetary A index is 15. The USAF/NOAA prediction shows a planetary A index of 5 on May 5-6, 7 on May 7-8, 15 on May 9-10, 10 on May 11 and 5 on May 12-16, rising again to 15 on May 17. The sane prediction shows solar flux at 107 on May 5, 110 on May 6-8, 100 on May 9-12 and 115 on May 13-21. Look for more information -- including some observations on the beginning of the summer sporadic-E season, already underway, plus an update on the three month moving sunspot average -- on the ARRL website on Friday, May 6. For more information concerning radio propagation, visit the ARRL Technical Information Service Propagation page. This week's "Tad Cookism" is brought to you by the song They Call the Wind Mariah from the musical Paint Your Wagon.
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UP-COMING CONTESTS (complete)

For the latest contest info. click on the following link:

http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestcal.html
	MAY 2011

	
	CQ WW WPX Contest, CW

	0000Z, May 28 to 2359Z, May 29


	June 2011

	
	NCCC Sprint Ladder
	0230Z-0300Z, Jun 10


	+ 

ARRL June VHF QSO Party
	1800Z, Jun 11 to 0259Z, Jun 13


	NCCC Sprint Ladder
	0230Z-0300Z, Jun 17


	+ 

All Asian DX Contest, CW

	0000Z, Jun 18 to 2400Z, Jun 19


	Kid's Day Contest

	1800Z-2359Z, Jun 18


	Run for the Bacon QRP Contest
	0100Z-0300Z, Jun 20


	+ 

NCCC Sprint Ladder
	0230Z-0300Z, Jun 24


	+ 

ARRL Field Day
	1800Z, Jun 25 to 2100Z, Jun 26
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2011 Meeting Dates:
May 21 (Valley Springs)
June 18

2010 Officers of the MLDXCC  

President, Shirley Rose, AA6K

roses@prodigy.net
Vice President, Dana Phillips, N6DW

dwp@rcsis.com
Secretary, Bob Hess, W1RH

w1rh@yahoo.com
Director, Ken Anderson, K6TA

k6ta@arrl.net
Director, Rich Cutler, WC6H

wc6h@yahoo.com
Director, Richard Hill, NU6T

rehill@ix.netcom.com
Treasurer, Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD

k6tkd@arrl.net

QSL Manager, Norm Regan, WA6SJQ

qsl73@volcano.net

Publicity Chairperson, Brandt Woodard, K6BEW. k6bew@yahoo.com
Nugget Editor, Rick Samoian, W6SR samoian@directcon.net
Webmaster, Norm Wilson, N6JV

n6jv@n6jv.com
ARRL Awards Checkers
Ken Anderson, K6TA

Rick Samoian, W6SR
ARRL Sixth District QSL Bureau
P.O. Box 970 Fairfax, CA., 94978-0970

Comments or questions on this bureau's operation may be directed to kc6awx@arrl.net See the W6 Bureau-home.
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