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The Nugget

The Newsletter of the Mother Lode DX/Contest Club

MEETING LOCATION/SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 

The November meeting will be held at 11:00 AM on Saturday, the 9th of November in the banquet room at the Round Table Pizza in Martel, our usual meeting place. This is one hour earlier than normal to accommodate a Memorial service for W6KZN (SK). Plan on coming early and do your usual gabbing before noon so those attending the Memorial can be out by 12:30. Harold Brown, W6KZN was a along time resident of Amador County and well know to many MLDXCC members. He passed away at home on 30 October. A Memorial service will be held at McCrory's Funeral Home in Pine Grove at 1:00 PM Saturday 9 November.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Ok, Ok, I won’t do this again, but this one time. It’s your club! Please volunteer ideas for club programs. Please submit ideas for other meeting locations for next year. We don’t have to meet at Round Table forever. How about checking into the Club round table on Wednesday evening at 7:30 on 147.165 + 600. This is the most painless net in the USA. If anyone drolls on and on about the great DX they worked, it could be you. The W6SF repeater has great coverage…give it a try. Send your profile to Rick Samoian for the club newsletter. Let the world know who you are and how you got that way.  END OF SERMON

Information over load for DXers can be found on the web at DX Rankers. Sponsored by 7N2UTO. Check this one out. The link is in OPDX # 584. You can kill a day when the bands are dead. 

Good news from New York and D.C. With the help of the ARRL and a lot of Ham buddies WA2MMX  won approval for a 50’ tower in Kinderhook, NY. PRB-1 and some legal beagles from the league made the day. The CC and R bill has been picking up additional support in Congress. With two lame duck session to go this session, something good could happen. I can see a 60 foot tower going up in Rancho Cordova now. 

Congratulations to N6TNX, Dick Zuttermeister. Dick received notice from the DXCC desk that he has qualified for the Honor Roll. Can N6TNW, Shirley be far behind?

I was towerless for CQWW SSB, so I can’t bore you with the bloody details. I hope everyone had a great weekend contesting and will be ready to rip up the airways during contest season. Don’t forget to send your check to the Diamond Club.  Might as well send in your renewal for 2003. Fifteen bucks…Cheap.  73 de Ray ND6S.


MLDXCC PROFILE OF THE MONTH

Not included this month. Why? Because no one submitted this month! I’m still waiting people!! 

Corrections to Last Month’s Roster

K6BPB Lew Dickerson

C/O Sunrise Assisted Living

4820 Hazel Ave #222

Fair Oaks, CA 95628

(no e-mail address)

KG6CMS His phone S/B (530) 676-0646

WB6QVI His e-mail is WB6QVI@eudoramail.com
W6RFF His e-mail S/B w6rff@arrl.org

DX Flash!!

The morning of November 5th, Norm, N6JV worked ZD7MY on six meter SSB for country #56 and WAC on that band! 
So far Norm has worked 569 grids and has 526 confirmed for VUCC credit.
This is amazing since Norm has only been on six meters for about 4+ years. 
Norm runs an Icom 706 Mk 2, a 3 ele homebrew yagi at 70 feet and had his new afterburner on. He says he has only used the afterburner on 2 new ones.  Congrats Norm!!!

Editor’s Note: My location is about 25 miles from Norn and I only heard bits and pieces of the ZD7, and, I did not work him.  Talk about selective skip!


EDITOR’S MESSAGE

The past month has been a fun one for me. Working on the 80M array, building a 160M folded monopole, and getting setup to host Jim, WX6V for the SS CW were the bigees. The latter included putting the finishing touches on the SO2R setup. And, everything always works as advertised and the first time, right? Well not in my house! RF was getting into the ICE 419 automatic bandpass filter and it was magically changing bands when in the transmit mode, this was not a good thing. About 15 .01 caps, a bunch of ferrite beads, and two days later, all was stable. I also added about 25 more wires to the Rigs rats-nest. I have always wondered how you can call this stuff “Wireless”? But, the DXD unit, automatic switches, and 419 automatic bandpass filters worked FB during the contest. They allowed WX6V to listen on adjacent bands when running stations on the main radio. My Force-12 C3 is only 50’ away, and 25’ below, the TH-7 (the run antenna) and there was no interference!  Jim had fun and made (I think) 927 Qso’s X 79 Mults. He missed VO1; this is a very good score for a low power entry, considering that the ol’ station is NOT in the big gun class. Jim will be back in two weeks for the SS phone and try to get at least 2.3k (combined) contacts for another KB-2000 award, GL Jim.

The new 160M antenna works great, my first QSO was ZK2MO followed by a JA, J75PA, ZK1ASQ, VP2MPA, and finally ZL7C. On 75 meters (in the past 4 weeks), OH, 8N1, RA6, RK3, UA0, HL, SM and 3XY7C were all added to my log. The 75M 2 ½ element beam seems to get the same reports as the guys with the short 2 element (yagi) 75M beams, this is not too bad for a throw-away tower and a few  wires. And on a “Vertical morning”, it flat kicks butt! Uh…did I mention the 3000’+ of radials, HI HI

Anyone who would rather receive their Nugget via e-mail instead of snail-mail, please send me an e-mail and confirm. Also, Ron, KG6CMS has put the last 6 issues of the Nugget on the website, check it out at http://home.attbi.com/~mldxcc/
I (still) have a few excess items: a Force 12 180B (80M rotating dipole) with the dual switch box option.  It was never in the air $400. A Dentron DTR2000L, KW+ output, 160M to 10M power amp. it uses one 8877 $500. A Swan MK6B power Amp., KW+ output on 6M, with /P/S and a Swan MKII, KW+ output, 10-80M power amp. Call me on the Swan stuff. All equipment is 100% operational and in good physical condition. C U All the 9th. de Rick, W6SR
THE SECRETARY/TREASURER’S REPORT
Board Meeting, October 12, 2002

President Ray Parker, ND6S, called the Board meeting to order at 11:50 am.  Attending were ND6S, W6LRN, KI6T and KG6CMS.  We were reminded that Pacificon (Division Convention) will be held next week.  No ideas for sparking interest in CQ-P have come forth and no suggestions have come forth for places to hold our meetings.

The Board decided to try and develop a bank for monthly programs.  Ray advised that there had not been enough time to select contests to highlight for club competition.  Ray also appointed the Board as this years Nominating Committee.  The meeting was adjourned at 12:07 PM.

General Meeting, October 12, 2002

The general meeting was called to order by President Ray Parker, ND6S, at 12:10 PM.  Ray thanked Karen and Rick Samoian for the use of their home and food facilities for our September meeting.

Pacificon (Division Convention), to be held next weekend, was announced.  W6LRN gave a report on CQ-P and the scores he had received from members.  Don’t forget to send in your score and to report it to Dick.  We talked about meeting places but there were no ideas.  We had offered Club help to the NCDXC for the annual DX Convention, but have not heard anything.

We had a discussion on putting the Newsletter on the Internet in order to eliminate postage costs.  It was decided that the Nugget will be posted by pdf on our Web site and if you would like, you can download.  If you download you should let Editor Rick know.

Upon motion of K6TA, seconded by W6LRN, the 2003 Budget was approved.  The Treasurer’s report was approved as read by KI6T.  K6TA will reserve the Senior Center for our 2003 joint meeting with the NCCC. 

We had a short discussion of operating techniques, welcomed Dave Green, WB6GEF as a new member and saw a video of the recent South Georgia, VP8THU DX-pedition.   The meeting was adjourned at 1:46 PM.

TREASURER’S REPORT & BUDGET

2003 BUDGET

Income: 40 members @$15 $600

Nugget Advertising
  30

Total Income:

$630

Expenses: Newsletter
 300

CQP Plaque


  35

Insurance


 235

Senior Center Rent
  30

  Misc.


  30

Total Expenses:
      $630

TREASURER’S  REPORT 9/30/02

Beginning Balance
   $593.94*

Income:  Dues  
    $15.00

Found    

     $8.66

Expense:3mo.Newsltr. $164.00

Balance 10/31/02     $453.60*

GARY STILWELL, KI6T,SECRETARY/TREASURER

ROSTER UPDATE  

Corrections are included in this Issue. 

COMING EVENTS

Foothill Flea Market

2nd Saturday of each month from March through October at Foothill College, Los Altos.  

Livermore Swap Meet

1st Sunday of each month at Las Positas College in Livermore, 7:00 AM to noon, all year.  Talk in 147.045 from the west 145.35 from the east.  Contact Cliff Chiba, KF6EII, (209) 835-6715, email larkswap@usa.com. 

Placerville Swap Meet – every third Sunday, 3970 B Missouri Flat Rd #3, Placerville.  7:00 AM to 11:00 AM.  Talk-in on 146.865 – PL 142.2, 440.700 + PL 88.5.  No fee, free parking.  Hwy. 50 East, take Missouri Flat off-ramp.  Go over Hwy. to 2nd light, into shopping center in front of Radio Shack.

CONTEST FEEDBACK

A reminder: K6LRN is librarian for the Northern California DX Foundation's video library. These videos are available to clubs; visit the Foundation's web site, www.ncdxf.org for a full list of videos and how to get them. There are 114 videos at present, the latest being the VP8THU-Thule Island-2002.

KI6CG racked up 1180 Qs in the CQWW SSB contest last weekend for a score of more than 1 mega-point. Nice going, George!!
K6KO with K6TA did a multi-single effort amassing 889 Qs in 126 zones,317 countries for a claimed score of 1,052,568. Kudos to the Anderson’s!!
K6GT rolled 318 Qs in 71 zone plus 122 countries for 152,084 points in about 6.4 hours of operation. 

K6LRN got about 115 Qs, mostly on 10, before rotator decided to get stuck with antennas pointing south. It was due for service...we got it in the mid 80 when the company was still Telex.
No, your ears were not deceiving you if you heard several stations on 3.550 Friday night about 2100 local, Nov. 2, calling and working Sweepstakes. The Northern California Contest Club was having a mini-SS to help people get familiar with the SS exchange and work out any problems with station, s/w, etc. There were reports of NH, NC and others...I worked N5OT-OK and W9RE-IN on 80. Hope everyone can get on for a short time and enjoy the fall madness known as Sweepstakes.

Dan Robbins, KL7Y, was in Hawaii for CQWW. He extended his stay for a week. He died in a motorcycle accident. We will all miss Dan.

Mark your calendar!! Ken, K6TA, has reserved the Senior Center in Jackson for the joint meeting of the MLDX/CC and NCCC on July 19, 2003.
There are plenty of tickets available for the NCDXF quilt. For those who may not be familiar, Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD, has sewn a king-sized quilt approximately 77" x 80" featuring a map of the world in the center with panels depicting different areas as a border. Tickets are; $1. each, 6 for $5 and 13 for $10. Call or e mail Carolyn for details; 530-620-2147,
k6tkd@arrl.net. Proceeds go to the Northern California DX Foundation.
Drawing will be at the International DX convention in Visalia, May 2-4,
2003.Contest season is in high gear. The SSB Sweepstakes is November 16-17, CQWW CW is November 22-24 (note: this is weekend BEFORE Thanksgiving-should allow more people to participate). There are a lot of contest DXpeditions planned; a good chance to catch band countries. ARRL 10 meter contest is on December 6-8 and the 160 meter contest is on December 13-14. Let's hope the sun is good to us!! For those using NA and CT contest software, there are some updates to country.dat files available at k1ea.com. Thanks to Jim Reisert, AD1C.
I can't think of anything else right now. I feel really out of touch for some reason. I haven't been getting
much input from membership! Come-on guys!
I am using Carolyn's computer again as mine is out in the hamshack. I
haven't run a phone line out there yet. I ordered a second phone line...that should be in next week.
I dug a trench and will be burying the coax and control cables to the
TX-455. I rented a Ditch Witch. Got most of it dug with the machine, but
the dern thing does not work well on a slope and not real good in soft
earth...especially when there are a lot of rocks in the ground. I dug
the last 15' or so by hand. What a bi--h!!
Radioworks was out of R2 rotator cable and didn't ship my order 'til Monday, the 28th of Oct. I had hoped to get new
rotator and cables in for SS. Not happening! Guess Tuesday & Wed be
installing, etc.  Please, send me your scores; at k6lrn@arrl.net
Upcoming Contests

Japan Intl’ DX Contest Nov 08 2300Z

EU DX RTTY Contest     Nov 09 0000Z

OK/OM DX Contest       Nov 09 1200Z 

ARRL SS Phone          Nov 16 2100Z

CQWW CW                Nov 23 0000Z

ARRL 160M Contest      Dec 06 2200Z

ARRL 10M Contest       Dec 14 0000Z

Checkout WA7BNM’s website for all the rules at www.hornucopia.com/contstcal

CU...73,Dick, K6LRN VP/CC


DX HAPPENINGS 

Thanks to the Northern Ohio Amateur Radio Society, Northern Ohio DX Association. DX Bulletin No. 585 November 4,2002 Editor Tedd Mirgliotta, KB8NW
3XY, GUINEA. A team of German operators are now active as 3XY7C. The team
consists of: Tom/DJ6TF, Dirk/DJ7UC, Manfred/DK1BT, Wolf/DL4WK,Frank/DL7UFR,
Tom/DL7BO and Sigi/DL7DF. Activity will continue until November 13th on
160-6 meters on CW, SSB, RTTY, PSK31 and SSTV. They expect to have more
than one station active. There was plenty of activity this past weekend
on many bands including the WARC bands and 6 meters. They have with them
4 transceivers (two IC-735 and two IC-706), two kW amplifiers (possibly
3),and an arrangement of antennas: TH3 for the 20/15/10m, A3WS (17/12m),
> 2 Vertical Titanex V80E low bands, GP on 40/30m, and R5 Multibandes GP.
> QSL via DL7DF. Their Web site is at: http://www.qsl.net/dl7df/3x
5R, MADAGASCAR. Just a reminder that Phil, G3SWH, is expected to be active
this week as 5R8HA through November 19th (see OPDX.580). He expects to
be active from various places on the main island (IOTA AF-013) between
November 5-13th, and from Nosy Komba (IOTA AF-057) as 5R8HA/P between
November 14-19th. Activity will be on 40-10 meters, CW only. Also, his
activity will be limited (holiday type operation). QSL via G3SWH, either
direct with SAE and return postage or via the RSGB bureau.
6W, SENEGAL. Jean Marc, F8IXZ, will be in the National Park of Djouj, in
North Senegal, near the Mauritanian boarder, from December 14-22nd. He
has asked for a 6W callsign, but if he can't get it, he will be signing
as 6W4/F8IXZ as guest operator. On the way, at the beginning and at the
end of his trip in Senegal, he will have short stays in Dakar where he
will sign 6W1/F8IXZ. His equipment consists of a FT847 and a G5RV
antenna.
He plans to be active on 40-10 meters, the WARC bands included and mostly
on CW. QSL via F8IXZ.
6Y, JAMAICA (QRP). Team Vertical will head back to Jamaica from November
16-26th. Operators include K2KW, KE7X, N6BT, N6XG, W6FOG, W6NS and W7CB.
While the main goal will be QRP single band entries in the CQ WW CW
Contest(November 23-24th), this will be a well-rounded DXpedition covering many
bands and modes. In the contest,look for 6Y9A to be activated by Walter,
N6XG, on 15m QRP; 6Y2A to be activated by Fredrick, KE7X, on 20m QRP; 6Y4A
to be activated by Ken, K2KW, on 40m QRP; 6Y8A to be activated by Tom,
N6BT, on 80m QRP and 6Y0A to be activated by Larry, W7CB, on 160m QRP.
Outside the contest, operators will sign homecall/6Y5, and activity will
be on 160-6 meters, the WARC bands, and the Satellites. Most modes will
be covered: CW, SSB, RTTY, and some PSK31. There will be a dedicated 6m
station (W6NS/6Y5 w/ breakable beacon on 50.101) and 2 dedicated Satellite
stations (W6FOG/6Y5) on AO-7, AO-27, AO-40, FO-20, FO-29, and UO-14. QSL
all QSOs via WA4WTG. QSL exception - USA satellite QSOs will be sent via
AMSAT. For more details, please visit: http://www.k2kw.com
7Q, MALAWI. Joe, G3MRC, is active as 7Q7BP possibly through next spring.
> He was heard this past week on 20 and 10 meters CW. Watch for activity
> on/around 14021 kHz after 0400z and 28025 kHz after 1830z. QSL via G3MRC:
> Brian J. Poole, 18 Grosvenor Avenue, Kidderminster, Worcs., DY10 1SS,
England.
8N, OGASAWARA. Special event station 8N1OGA continues to be active to
commemorate the 75 years of the Japan Amateur Radio League (JARL) until
the end of January 2003 (Please refer to OPDX.576). Activity this past
weekend has been on 160/80/30/12 meters. QSLs will be sent out via the
bureau unless you QSL direct to JA1MRM. The log search and more details
about the activity can be found on: http://www.fivenine.com/8n1oga/eng/
9K, KUWAIT. Bob, 9K2ZZ, was active this past week on 28004 kHz around
1300z, 14003 kHz around 2145z and on 14200 kHz around 0315z. He was also
active in the CQWW DX SSB Contest as a Single Op/Single Band (10m) entry
last weekend. He made 3802 QSOs with 154 countries on 10 meters. QSL via
W8CNL: Ray McClure, 5 McKenzie Circle, North Augusta, S.C. 29841-4319.
9N, NEPAL. Yasu, JA9LSZ, reportedly has arrived in Katmandu for work and
> will be here until November 9th. He is expected to be active as 9N7SZ
> during his spare time on 80-6 meters. QSL via JA9LSZ.

C2, NAURU. Rex, VK8RH, will once again be active from here as C21RH now
through November 22nd. Activity will be on HF and 6 meters. His primary
frequency will be on 14260 kHz, however, he will also listen to 18125,
28885 and 50110 kHz. QSL via VK4AAR: Alan Roocroft, P.O. Box 421,
Gatton 4343, Australia. For logs and updates, visit the Web page at:
http://www.users.on.net/rpearson
C9, MOZAMBIQUE. Frosty, K5LBU, will be heading back to South Africa for
> a week in November. He will leave Houston on November 23rd and will arrive in Johannesburg on the 24th. Andre, ZS6WPX, will pick him up, and they will travel to Mozambique. They are not sure what the callsigns will be, but Frosty is hoping to have something like C9(?)CF and Andre may use C9(?)WPX. They will have a triband beam for 10/15/20 meters and a rotatable dipole for 12/17 meters. Also, they plan to put up a 40 meter dipole. Activity will only be for about 4 days. Frosty states he has to be back in his classroom on December 2nd.
CE4, CHILE. Juan, CE4USW, will be active as CE4U in the CQ World Wide
DX CW Contest (November 23-24th) as a Single Op/Single Band (15m)/Low Power entry. QSL via CE4USW.

CT8, PORTUGAL. Operators Timo, OH1NOA, will be active as CT8T from the
QTH of CT1DVV/CT1ESV for the upcoming CQWW DX CW Contest (November
23-24th)as a Single Op/All Band/High Power entry. QSLs will be automatic via
> the Bureau. For more details, visit:
http://www.qsl.net/oh1noa/ct8t/ct8t.htm
D4, CAPE VERDE. Al, 4L5A, who was recently active as D44TT, is expected
to be to be active as D4B in the CQ World Wide DX CW Contest (November
23-24th) as a Single Op/All Band/High Power entry. E-mail QSL requests for
Bureau QSLs are OK per 4L5A on QRZ.com. However, for QSOs on 3 and more
bands an E-mail request can be sent for a direct QSL.

D4, CAPE VERDE (IOTA Op). Look for Nicolas, F5TGR, to be active as D44TR
from Sal Island (AF-086) through November 12th. Activity will be on 20-10 meters CW/SSB. He was heard this past weekend on 21280 kHz around 1115z.
QSL to F5TGR, via the Bureau or direct to: Nicolas Quennet,8 bis Rue de la marne, 95220 Herblay, France.
DXCC NEWS..................
* The ARRL Letter reports: "The ARRL's DXCC Branch is digging out
following the annual 'September rush,' says ARRL Membership Services
Manager Wayne Mills, N7NG. Applications postmarked by September 30th
have been accepted, and updates received by that date will be
included in The DXCC Yearbook, which will be published in the spring.
'Although the DXCC Branch was able to become current last summer, the September deadline has come again along with its inherent increase in
workload,'Mills said. 'We are currently working on about 2400 applications
which include more than 240,000 QSL cards.' This represents nearly half of all applications--and cards--received each year. Mills said that as applications are logged into the DXCC system, they are listed on the ARRL Web site http://www.arrl.org/awards/dxcc/appstatus.html>.
With new DXCC software in place next year, the League hopes to be able to publish DXCC standings on the ARRL Web site on a near-real-time basis, Mills said, eliminating the need for the September deadline. 'This will spread the workload throughout the year and, along with the introduction of electronic DXCC applications, minimize turnaround time for DXCC applications,' he predicted."  * An official announcement has not yet been made by Bill Moore, NC1L, ARRL DXCC Manager, but reports indicate that 7Z1AC and TT8VMFR are now approved for DXCC.
EA6, BALEARIC ISLANDS. Biel, EA6DD, plans on being active in the CQ World
Wide DX CW (November 23-24th) as a Single Op/All Band/Low Power entry.
QSL via the Bureau or CBA. Also, visit his Web page at:
http://www.qsl.net/ea6dd/english
FO, AUSTRAL ISLANDS. Antoine, 3D2AG, is expected to be on air as FO5RK
from Rapa Island (IOTA OC-051, DIFO FO-123) now through November 28th.
Activity will be on CW and SSB with some digital modes during his late
afternoon, night and early morning hours. QSL direct to:
Antoine de Ramon N'Yeurt (attn. C.E. Payn), Laboratoire Terre Ocean,
Universite de la Polynesie Francaise, B.P. 6570, 98702 Faa'a, Tahiti.
For more details on Rapa Island and Antoine's operation, the Web page at: http://www.sat.net/~iref/rapapage.htm
GJ2, JERSEY. Richard, K2WR, is expected to be active as MJ0AWR between
 November 20-25th. However, during the CQ World Wide DX CW Contest
(November 23-24th) he will be active as GJ2A as a Single Op/All Band/High Power
entry. QSL MJ0AWR via K2WR. QSL GJ2A via GJ3DVC.

IOTA NEWS..............
NEW IOTA ACTIVATED. Victor, UT8LL, along with Massoud, EP2ES, from
> the Iranian PTT and several other Iranian amateurs activated
Qeys (Kish) Island in the Hormozgan Province Group as EP6KI.
The island received the new reference number AS-166. Activity
took place during the International Air Show between October 30th and November 3rd. QSL via G4WFZ, direct or through the RSGB bureau. It was mentioned that this is the first of
several unnumbered IOTA groups in Iran to be activated. 

AF-004. Frank, DH5JG, will be operating from the Island of Lanzarote in the Canary Islands (DIE S-007), as EA8/DH5JG/p from November 17-29th. His rig will be IC-706 with 100w into a Doublet antenna. Activity will be CW with some SSB on 40-10 meters including the WARC bands. Frank will also participate in the CQWW CW Contest. QSL to homecall via bureau.

AS-049. Remember to look for Takeshi, JI3DST, to be active as JI3DST/6
from Tokara Island between November 6-17th. The operation will be on 40/17/15/12/10/6 meters SSB. QSL via JI3DST, direct or via the bureau (Bureau is Best).
SA-024. The Rio DX Group will operate from Comprida Island (World
Locator: GG65CA) from November 4-11th. Operators will be PY1LVF (Vieira), PY1NEW (Pete), PY1NEZ (Lima) and PY1VOY (Rick). Activity will be on 80-6 meters CW/SSB on or near the usual DX and IOTA frequencies. The callsign will be PR2C or homecall/p. QSL direct or via the Bureau, according to operator's request. Addresses can be found on the QRZ or Buckmaster Web pages.
K8, AMERICAN SAMOA (IOTA Op). You still have a few days left to work K8T
and K8O by the multi-national team of DXers from American Samoa (KH8).
The team has activated two islands: Tutuila Island (K8T on IOTA OC-045)
and Ofu Island (K8O on IOTA OC-077). There are 3 operators on each island.
The team on Tutuila Island (K8T) will go QRT on November 8th and the team
on Ofu Island (K8O) will go QRT on November 6th. QSL K8O via AH6HY. QSL
K8T via GW0ANA. For more information, visit the KH8 DXpedition Web page
at: http://www.ukdxers.co.uk
KH8, AMERICAN SAMOA (IOTA Op). Mike Young, KM9D, reports that he will be
on an amateur radio DXpedition to activate Swains Island, American Samoa.
Swains Island is located approximately 200nm NNW of Tutuila Island, near
position 11S, 171W. Permission to visit and assemble a temporary radio
station has been granted by the Jennings family and their support for
this endeavour is very much appreciated. Validation material will be submitted to the IOTA committee for this "rare category" island. The reference assigned for the "Islands on the Air" award program is: OC-200.
The single operator/single transmitter, favoring CW, will sign KM9D/KH8.
The operation is expected to begin on November 4th and continue for at least one week. In an effort to make contact with as many stations as possible, on all of the continents, it is proposed that activity will be limited to the HF bands, 40-10 meters. Requests for QSL cards should be directed to the QSL Manager, OM2SA.

KH6, HAWAII. Bill, W8QZA, will be operating as KH6/W8QZA in the CQWW DX
> CW Contest as a Single Op/Single Band (20m)/QRP entry. QSL via CBA.
OH0, ALAND ISLAND. Jukka, OH2MA, plans to activate OH0Z again this time in the CQWW CW Contest (November 23-24th) as a Single Op/All Band category. QSLs are via Ari Korhonen, OH5DX (ex OH1EH), Kreetalank.9A1, FIN29200 Harjavalta, FINLAND. ADDED NOTE: OH0Z has several new antennas, including stacked yagis for the second radio (SO2R).
P5, NORTH KOREA. Ed, 4L4FN, must be feeling better because he showed up
this past weekend on 21225 kHz around 0000z (Sunday). QSL via KK5DO.
PJ7, SINT MAARTEN (FS also possible). Dave, KM3T, informs OPDX that he will be active from PJ7UQ's QTH. He will sign PJ7/KM3T and possibly
FS/KM3T before and after the contest. He is expected to sign PJ7A in the CQWW DX CW Contest (November 23-24th) as a Single Op/All Band/High Power entry. QSLs for Dave's PJ7 operation go only to K2PF. However, he does not handle
cards for prior PJ7 operations.
PY0F, FERNANDO DE NORONHA. Tony, PY8IT, will be here from December 8-10th
and plans to be active as PY0FT. He will concentrate on the digital modes (RTTY, PSK31, SSTV). QSL via JA1ELY.
QSL INFO AND NEWS.............
Taka, JR3TVH/6, was active on Miyako Island (AS-079) during the past week (November 1-4th). QSL via JR3TVH either direct or via the bureau.
MD4K. Dave, G3NKC, informs OPDX that he will be acting as QSL Manager
for any QSO in the CQWW SSB Contest 2002 or IOTA 2002. Direct is preferred, but bureau cards will also be accepted via G3NKC.

The logs for the recent S07L DXpedition are now on-line at: http://www.ure.es
CORRECTION/NOT MY MANAGER. It was reported to OPDX two weeks ago that Dave, KZ8Y, was the QSL Manager for Franco, TG9NX, because the 8th Area QSL Bureau was receiving cards for Franco that were sent to Dave (Please see OPDX.583 for details). However, Franco states that this is incorrect and QSLs should only be sent direct as per the address on QRZ.com.

These are the routes for QSLs for VC2C for the CQWW SSB Contest, Zone 2 operation. U.S. Stations - Direct via NB1B only. VE Stations - Direct via VE3TPZ only. Outside U.S. and Canada - Either NB1B or VE3TPZ. Hard Copy 60M Reception Reports and QSL requests go via VE3BY. E-mail 60M Reception Reports go via: radiotoronto@yahoo.com -or- NB1B@ARRL.net
QSL Manager Alan, VK4AAR, wants to remind everyone that he is now handling the QSL chores for VK8XC and VK8DP. QSL both DIRECT to VK4AAR at the address below. SAE appreciated but a "greenstamp" is a must (an IRC can be used if greenstamp is unavailable). His address is: Alan Roocroft, PO Box 421, Gatton 4343, Australia.

Enrique, XE1IH (ex-XE1LWY, QSL Mgr. of XF4LWY and XF4IH), reports that on October 26th he received from his printer a part of the QSLs for the XF4IH DXpedition to the Cacaluta Island (IOTA NA-188). On October 28th, Enrique began sending out a package of 300 QSLs. He hopes to have all QSLs out by the end of the month. He thanks you for your patience. 

S2, BANGLADESH. John, KX7YT, is expected to be active this week as S21YV between November 8th and December 4th. Activity will be on 20/15/10 meters SSB and PSK31. QSL via his home callsign.
S9, SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE. Paul/K1XM and Charlotte/KQ1F will operate as
S9MX from Principe from approx. November 19-27th. They may operate from Sao Tome from November 28th through December 1st. Activity will include
the CQWW DX CW Contest.
TJ, CAMEROON. A report states that Christian, ex-TT8DX, should be going here and will be active between November 15th and until the end of the year. No callsign or bands and modes of operations were provided. QSL via F5OGL.
TN, CONGO. Paul, ON7UR, is reportedly in the country as of October 30th.
He is expected to receive a callsign. His length of stay is unknown at this time. QSL via ON4ACA.

TT, CHAD. Pascal, F5PTM, is currently in Djamena and is active as TT8ZZ until possibly December. Activity will be on 80-10 meters on SSB/CW. He was heard this past weekend on 15/12/10 meters CW sometime between 1200-1700z. Watch around 24910, 21016 and 28024 kHz. QSL via F5PTM.

WP3, PUERTO RICO. Look for Alfredo, WP3C, to be active in the CQ WorldWide DX CW Contest (November 23-24th) as a Single Op/All Band/Low Power entry. QSL via W3HNK.

XW, LAOS (Update/Change). Champ, E21EIC, reports that he will not be operating as XW1LLR in the CQWW CW Contest as first announced. He will now be active as XW1IC and as a Single Op/All Band/Low Power entry. He states that he will also be active on 80 and 160 meters. Champ will only be using a 100 watts and plans to be active before and after contest. His activity will also be on the WARC band. QSL via E21EIC; OK for direct or RAST QSL Bureau.
XY, MYANMAR. Hiroo, XW2A, was not able to be active as XY1M during the CQWW DX SSB Contest weekend due to a bad cold. However, he is now active until November 12th from Yangon. Activity will be on 160-6 meters CW/SSB. He was heard this past weekend on 15 meters (21295 and 21031 kHz) between 1245 and 1545z. QSL via XW2A: P.O.Box 2659 Vientiane Laos.

YA, AFGHANISTAN. The last of the YA5T crew (Mark, VK4KMT) has now left the country. As per the YA5T Web page, "the operators are now all on a break, prior to going on another assignment, or already there...... This completes this phase of there operation in Afghanistan. They may return, but at a much latter date."

ZF, CAYMAN ISLANDS. Dan, N9XX, states he will be active as ZF2RR outside of the CQWW CW Contest between November 17-26th (as time permits).
However, he will be involved in a Multi-Op entry as ZF1A during the CQWW CQ Contest. QSL ZF2RR (2000 and 2002 ONLY) via N9XX CBA/QRZ/Buck.
ZL7C NOW QRT! QSL via: Kermadec DX Association ZL7C, C/O Ken Holdom ZL4HU, P O Box 7,Clyde, Central Otago, NEW ZEALAND. The ZL7C log is available on the Web site at: http://www.qsl.net/zl7c/


PROPAGATION FORECAST

ARLP045 Propagation de K7VVV Thanks to Carl Luetzelschwab, K9LA for writing last week's Propagation Forecast bulletin. Carl mentioned a major geomagnetic storm a week ago caused by a high speed solar wind from a coronal hole. High latitude K indices went as high as 7 over six 3-hour periods from October 24-26, with a College A index at 76 and 69 for Thursday and Friday. Conditions were starting to stabilize over the weekend, but this must have had a negative impact on the CQ Worldwide DX Phone Contest. This weekend is the ARRL CW Sweepstakes, a great old domestic contest. The beginning of the weekend may not be bad, but a solar wind stream on Sunday could cause some problems for HF operators. The planetary A index is expected to be 12 on Friday and Saturday, and around 20 on Sunday and Monday. Since this is a domestic contest, there won't be any problem with disruptions on the polar path to Europe, but it could affect communications with Northern Canada. Average sunspot numbers were down nearly 12 points this week and average solar flux declined by 13 points. Solar flux is expected to increase, going above 180 again by November 6. Heading into November with hours of darkness increasing in the Northern hemisphere expect the upper HF bands to close earlier and nighttime activity moving to lower frequencies. Sunspot numbers for October 24 through 30 were 149, 151, 143, 120, 143, 168, and 182, with a mean of 150.9. 10.7 cm flux was 160.3, 172.9, 158, 157.1, 158.3, 161.6, and 167.7, with a mean of 162.3. Estimated planetary A indices were 47, 40, 27, 22, 17, 16, and 19, with a mean of 26.9.  

MLDXCC 2002-03 Meeting Schedule

Nov  09
Dec  07

Jan  25
Unless otherwise announced, meetings are held at noon, on the 3rd Saturday of the month.

Membership Criteria 

Membership criteria may be obtained by writing the Secretary/Treasurer at:

MLDXCC

PO Box 1073

Pine Grove, CA 95665-1073 
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2002 Officers of the MLDXCC


Ray Parker, ND6S, President 

e mail: rayep@volcano.net

Dick Wilson, K6LRN, VP 

e mail: k6lrn@arrl.net
Gary Stilwell, KI6T, Secty/Treas.      

e mail: ki6t@arrl.net

Ron St. Jean, KG6CMS, Director 

e mail kg6cms@arrl.net
Rick Casey, W6RKC, Director 

e mail: ab1u@snet.net

Net: Wednesday’s 19:30 local, W6SF repeater 147.165 (+600)

WebSite: Effective 5/30/02 our new address is:

http://www.infoany.net/mldxcc/Default.html
Nugget Editor

Rick Samoian, W6SR

e-mail: samoian@directcon.net

Contest Feedback

Dick Wilson, K6LRN

e mail: k6lrn@arrl.net
QSL Manager:

Norm Regan, WA6SJQ
Publicity Chairperson

Brandt Woodard, K6BEW

ARRL Awards Checkers

DXCC Gary Stillwell, KI6T 

Ken Anderson, K6TA

WAS & others

Dennis King, N6KD

QSL BUREAU 
ARRL Sixth District QSL Bureau, PO Box 530, Weed, CA 96094-0530. For more information, visit the ARRL Sixth District QSL Bureau Web site http://www.kqlz.com/qslbureau6.html>.
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