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The Newsletter of the Mother Lode DX/Contest Club

MEETING LOCATION 

This month’s meeting is scheduled for Noon Saturday, the 13th of November at the Round Table Pizza Parlor in Martel, CA. 

Meeting Program

TBD. We will e-mail you the info. when it’s firm.

Welcome back! Add to your roster.

N6TV Bob Wilson
51 Cheltenham way
San Jose, Cal 95139
H: 408-629-9480
n6tv@kkn.net


The nominating committee is trying to get a slate of officers for 2005.

When/if you get a call or email, please give some consideration to taking an office. Many of our members have 'put in the time', so we are in need of some 'new blood'.
The main job of the president is to preside over the meetings...normally the third Saturday of each month unless there is a contest. Sends a short article to 'Nugget' editor.
Vice president acts in the absence of the president. In addition, he/she is responsible for program at meetings. In the past, VP also acts as contest chair. Sends short article to 'Nugget' editor.
Secretary takes notes at meetings...there has been no correspondence so far this year. Minutes are sent to 'Nugget' editor.
Treasurer counts the few nickels MLDXCC has, writes the occasional check and curses the bank statements that may or may not agree with his/her balance. Sends monthly report to 'Nugget' editor.

Board members; one is past president, other is elected. Past president is on board to insure some degree of continuity. Other may have some expertise in a particular facet of contesting or DXing.

As with any organization, the time spent is up to you. Most communications are handled via our 'reflector', email or in a pinch, by telephone 73, Dick Wilson K6LRN


Jettie puts #333 in the bag!

Finally got the Marion Isle. card. Now for VU7 and 7O to complete the list!
73, Jettie 

Ed.: Congrats! 


FROM THE PREZ

What can I say? Beating the Yankees is reward enough. The Sox didn’t need to win

the World Series. Now, us old Red Sox fans have nothing to complain about. 

CQP is over. Thanks to our CQP score keeper Dick (K6LRN) for keeping us updated with club results. It’s obvious that many of our remote members, (Bay Area and other moonlighting NCCC members) came to our rescue. We really needed it seeing that some of our heavy hitters could only put in partial efforts. The contest itself was certainly not a disappointment. I ended up running people until the end of the last hour. I only wish I didn’t take such a long break. Hindsight now, I should have listened to Rick. Again I had the privilege to operate at W6SR. Rick is certainly doing more that expected helping the new people along!!!

Elections for club officers are coming up. I believe the plan is to vote at the November (13th) meeting. Now before you all run and hide in fear of being elected for something let me tell you that we have a plan and already have nominees for some posts. Please don’t avoid the November meeting; the meetings are always better when you are present.

I am interested in your opinion about the club meeting in December. I recall that we didn’t have many folks show up for last December’s meeting, it’s a busy time of year. My question is would you prefer that we cancel it?

I sorely missed doing a group event this last weekend during CQWW-SSB. Last year was a heck-of-a-good time at Bill & Ginny’s and I hope you all feel that our “CORE” group 

can do a pretty good job when we put our mind to it. I’ll be very interested in hearing any ideas for “Events” that folks would like to do.

That’s all for now. I have so much going on with work and so little leftover brainpower I hope I didn’t forget anything important. I hope to see you all Saturday the 16th.

73 – Ron KG6CMS

ANDAMAN ISLANDS (VU4) VU2WAP'S CALL FOR SUPPORT 

The following message has been received from Randy Hollier, WX5L: 

To All DX'ers, If you have the opportunity to be proactive in a effort to help activate a rare DX entity I'm sure most DX'ers would accept. Over the last few weeks I've been in contact with Miku, VU2WAP. Many have worked Miku and now he is asking for our help to provide written support and encouragement to the Indian Telecommunications Ministry to obtain authorization to operate from VU4, Andaman Islands. Recently there's been a significant change in personnel at the Department of Telecommunications and now the minister of communications is VU2DMK, Shri Dhayanidhi Maran. It's seems still there is a lack of information, a lack of understanding within the ministry about operating from the Andaman's and Miku has written several high level authorities explaining the use of this wonderful hobby. Miku needs support from the DX community to help in his application by letters of support and showcasing it's benefits. Components of the letter could emphasize how amateur radio provides emergency communications during recent disasters in India, namely Gujarat earthquake and Andhra cyclone. During his stay he would demonstrate to the local businessmen, non-governmental organizations and the local authorities the use of this wonderful hobby and how it could provide a communications link if traditional modes would fail. Also it can help open a window to the world showcasing Andaman tourism industry, it's beautiful hotels and beaches and excellent fishing. If there are other facts that you feel would promote this effort please enclose that in your letter. This is an excellent time to "make it happen". It's been 15 years since Andaman's have been activated and wouldn't it be a great feeling knowing you were a part of that effort. Mr. Marin has the authority to instantly approve a license for VU4 or grant Miku a change of address on his license. Of course, we hope this will open the door for larger operations in the future. Please consider helping with your time and a unit of air mail postage which can be sent to the following address: Manoj Agarwal 44/1E Fair Field Layout Race Course Road Bangalore 560001, India A written letter with a signature seems to carry so much more weight than e-mail. Thanks for reading this and we all hope through everyone's intercession this will become a reality soon! Miku is asking for approval between October, 2004 and January, 2005 so favorable winter propagation can be used. 73, Randy 

MLDXCC PROFILE OF THE MONTH

My Journey Into The World of Amateur (Ham) Radio

By Shirley L. Rose/AA6K 

I was born in 1940 in West Virginia and was raised by my Grandmother in the small (population about 250+/-) town of Brave, PA.    

My fascination with radio began with a large “Fada” floor console AM/SW radio in the late 1940s.  We would gather each evening to listen to Lowell Thomas broadcast the news.  He traveled the world as a journalist broadcasting from exotic lands.  At times I was allowed to listen to SW broadcasts from the BBC, Radio Canada, Radio Australia, etc.  It was during this period that I discovered Ham Operators and listened with great interest.

In 1951 when I became a Boy Scout I discovered, by reading the monthly magazine (Boy’s Life), that the Boy Scouts conducted a short-wave listening contest each February and awarded cash prizes for the highest point totals.  You were given one point for each entry in your log and multipliers for logging all call areas, all continents, etc.  One year I won a $10 gift certificate and used it in the purchase of a new radio.  I probably would have become a Ham at that time but I did not know anyone who was one.  However, I enjoyed the radio hobby from a “receive only” perspective.

I joined the Air Force in the fall of 1958 and spent a full year getting trained in electronics at Keesler AFB at Biloxi, Mississippi.  In October of 1959 I was graduated as a Radio Relay Equipment Repairman (read that to be VHF/UHF/SHF point-to-point and mountain tops) and posted to Incirlick Air Base at Adana, Turkey.  

In was in Turkey that I first got involved with actual Ham Operators.  In those days the government of Turkey forbid Ham Radio within their country.  However when you have some bored personnel who are isolated with time on their hands then they’ll find something to do.  Myself and two other troops set up a station using some “auxiliary” HF equipment we had in supply (Collins KWS-1 transmitter, Collins 75A-4 Receiver, And a Mosley trapped vertical antenna) and went on the 20 meter band as TA3GI.  TA being Turkey, three being the number of participants, and GI referring to government issued equipment.  We had a great time for about three months and then the Turks began snooping around with their DF (direction finding) equipment so we ceased our operation.

In October 1962 my Air Force enlistment time was satisfied and I decided to get out and pursue employment with one of the large electronics firms that were contracting with Air Force.  In July of 1963 I got my FCC 1st Class License and employment with RCA International Service Corp working with “Project Talking Bird” at Evereux Air Base in France.  Talking Bird was a deployable combat command post containing all communications and navigational equipment necessary to manage a “bare base” airfield in a forward operating scenario.  The centerpiece of the operation was the General Dynamics (Stromberg Carlson) SC-900 series HF/SSB equipment.  We operated simultaneously on both USB & LSB with USB having two encrypted RTTY channels and LSB being the voice order wire.  Project Talking Bird had a hand picked crew that contained perhaps a dozen Hams.  They periodically tried to induce me into Ham Radio but I would tell them that with my FCC 1st Class License I was a “professional” while they were “amateurs”.  The real reason was I didn’t need my work as a hobby.

In June of 1966 the Secretary of Defense (Mr. Robert McNamara) decided to eliminate as many contractors as possible and replace them with civil service personnel as a cost cutting measure. As a result of this action I left RCA and became a government employee (I replaced myself). 

In 1966 the French dictated that the NATO forces exit their country.  The Talking Bird organization was redeployed to RAF Mildenhall in England and remained there until it was deactivated in July 1969.  During that time we performed many missions and on three occasions we earned the Air Force Outstanding Unit Award.  

Upon the demise of project Talking Bird I was posted to McClellan AFB at Sacramento and assigned to the large electronics repair depot.  My tenure at McClellan was from 1969-1981.  While at McClellan I worked in Industrial Engineering, Contract Management, and Logistics Management.  In my spare time I earned my BS in Industrial Production Management from CSU Sacramento and a MS in Logistics Management from USC. 

In 1981 I was assigned as the Deputy Program Manager for Logistics on the Data System Modernization (DSM) Program.  The DSM Program was a total upgrade of the Air Force Satellite Control Network. 

Upon completion of the DSM Program I was assigned to the position of Chief of Logistics for the Air Force Satellite Tracking Network.  My base of operations was Onizuka Air Force Station at Sunnyvale CA and I was now a senior bureaucrat vice a working technical person.  One day in the spring of 1994 my Chief of Communications, an Air Force Major, and a couple of his NCOs were making a big deal about getting their Ham Radio License.  They were extremely pleased with themselves and were carrying their H/Ts everywhere.  This was in the dawn of the no-code Tech era and these guys were all no-code Techs.  As the Major and his NCOs were unaware of my electronics background when I told them that it was no big deal and that anyone could pass a Ham Radio test.  

To make a long story short I made a small wager with these folk and took my Ham Radio test that weekend and successfully passed Element 2 (Novice), Element 3A (Tech-Plus), and Element 3B (General).  So I now had a no-code Tech license primarily as a result of a wager.  The Major and his troops enlightened my on the use of H/Ts with repeaters and a month later I purchased a Yaesu FT-530 with a lighter plug and a mag mount dual band antenna and was on the air mobile.

About a year later I was selected to lead a tour of the Remote Tracking Stations that comprise the Air Force Satellite Tracking Network.  We were going to compete 5-year operations and maintenance contract and the tour was to inform prospective bidders on the scope of the requirement.  Since I was going to spend countless hours of flight time on this tour I decided that I would use that time to learn Morse Code and upgrade to Tech+ upon my return.  I purchased the Gordon West set of tapes at Radio Shack and commenced upon the tour.

When I returned some six weeks later I was quite confident I could pass the 5-wpm test as I was at the 9 to 10 level on the tapes so I headed for the exam location in Sunnyvale.  That day I was the only person that wanted to take the 5wpm test but there were a large number that wanted to take the 13wpm test.  After discussions with the VE he suggested that I try the 13wpm test and if I didn’t pass then he’d run a 5wpm test for me.  Well, I passed and became a General.  A month later I passed Element 4A and upgraded to Advanced.

In 2000 I passed Element 4B and upgraded to Extra when the 20wpm-code requirement was dropped.  I also applied for some vanity call signs and got my 2nd choice and you know me as AA6K.    

I retired from civil service on 2 Jan 2004 with 41 years and 5 months service and I now play Ham Radio and farmer. 73 de AA6K       

THE vice-prez says!    
CQ FD de K6AO!!
(As presented at the club meeting on 10/09)


It was a successful Field Day effort this year for our club as we spent another beautiful weekend on Peddler Hill. We raised our overall score by 914 points, a healthy increase for a Field Day score. Participants this year included, in no particular order, WB6GEF, W6SR, K6QG, KG6CMS, KF6T, WX6V, KI6T, NU6T, N6RK, K6LRN, K6TKD, and ND6S, including equipment supplied by WK6I and N6JV. 

We operated in Class 2A, using an Icom IC-765 and a Yaesu FT-920 for the run stations, an Icom IC-736 for the GOTA station, and a Yaesu FT-847 for the VHF station. HF antennas included a Cushcraft A-3 tribander, a 40-meter delta loop, a 40-meter dipole, an all-band vertical, and an 80-meter sloper. There were various beams used for the VHF station.  

So – how did this year’s QSO count compare to last year?











2003 CW

2004 CW

2003 SSB

2004 SSB

80
105

237

14

53

40
417

418

168

327

20
588

445

75

328

15
8

19

24

3

VHF
9

0

56

139

GOTA
159

131

101

185

Digital
4

0

0

0

Totals
1,290

1,250

438

1,035

The scores for 2003 and 2004 compare like this,

2003
2004          

         

QSO Points  6,036
7,000

Bonus Points
900
850


Total Score
6,936
7,850
On Sunday afternoon, after the event ended and everything was taken down and packed up for the ride back home, we took some time for a round-table discussion on what worked well, we could have done better, and ideas for next year. I will be using this information for planning next year’s event.

I attribute the improvement to better antennas and the availability of more operators. The most noticeable increase was on 80 meter CW and overall on phone. We positioned our 80-meter sloper about 75 feet in a tree on one end, sloping down towards the east over a sharp downhill grade. With this antenna, we missed working only North Dakota for WAS in a matter of about 7 hours (290 contacts, 237 CW and 53 phone). On phone, we took full advantage of the extra operators available, some of which specialize on phone, plus the vastly improved VHF set-up that we had this year. In fact, one of the highlights of the weekend was seeing Lyle make a contact with N6JV on 10 GHz. 

We had some visitors again this year, most notably our Sacramento Valley Section Manager, Jettie Hill, W6RFF, who included our site on his list of clubs to visit over the course of the weekend. Thanks, Jettie!

Well, that’s it! I’m hoping that the recent forest fire along Highway 88 spared the trees around our Field Day site. There have already been some preliminary discussions about next year’s event along with a few equipment pledges. I am already upgrading the computers that we will be using next year. One of the items that the club should address is the purchase or construction of a 20-meter monobander. This would probably necessitate a special donation on the part of the club members. We have concluded that this will be our main band for some time due to the decreased high band propagation in the years ahead. We will also be looking at ways to possibly have two stations on the same band at the same time (probably 20 meters). This will require additional planning for set-up and minimizing inter-station interference. 

In the meantime, best of luck and KB in this year’s upcoming contest season!!

Jim  -WX6V-

STARTING OVER?

Just a brief note on how the new antennae are performing so far. Upon installation of my new 51’ tower, C3E yagi, Create V/U Log Periodic and dipole for 40/80/160 (with the help of Norm, N6JV, Lyle, K6QG and Rick, W6SR) I have to say the performance of all antenna have far exceeded my expectations. 

I decided to test the new antenna system by starting my DXCC over again from zero. Unfortunately Murphy’s Law set in almost immediately and my amplifier failed, so I set out on my test, barefoot. With 20 through 10 in poor shape, I began my test on 40 and 80. But the last week or so, 10–20M have been hot and I have been actively hunting new country after new country. I have come to the conclusion that my new location and antenna…ROCK!!

Over the last 3 or 4 weeks or so, I have worked 169 countries running about 100 watts. I have worked some fairly rare countries such as: 6W, XV, XW, A6, ZK3, 4S7, 5R8, S79, 3B9, VU, XU, FR, EY, EZ, XX, YI, A4, AP, VQ9, TJ, VK9L, TX9, ZD7, SU, A7 and EX to name a few. Most of my contacts were on cw. At this rate I should have 335 by years end”(don’t I wish!) CU in the Pileups, Mike, W6FI. 
STUFF FER SALE & WANTS

Want: Rotor control cable...18 gauge ok...for remote antenna switch. About 100 feet will work. 

Ham IV rotor and control. Make offer. 

TANDY notebook. I just retired from Packet duty. B/W 10" screen. 486 processor, 256 MHz, 2mg of ram. HD 120 Dos version 6.22 Some ham software...Baycom ver 1.4 for digital, TR, log-Eqff,Tenx, xtgold and other stuff. 

AC power supply. Batteries...you've got to be kidding! $20bucks I'll bring to meeting. 

Ray ND6S nd6s@arrl.net works, too CUL

EDITOR’S MESSAGE

Wow! A lot of stuff to report the past 2 months so the ol’ Nugget is fatter that usual. 

Karen and I were on vacation (I’m not sure that is the proper term for us retire folk) for a week and a half in early October. We visited our kids and grandkids in LA, then went on to Durango Co. and spent a few days with Bruce, K0YW and his wife Patti. Art, K6XT (who lives part-time in San Diego and recently just bought a home on CO.) was in town as well and all of us had a mini ham-fest and BS session. I just happened to mention to Bruce that I still had a LM-470 tilt-up fixture for sale and Art’s ears perked-up, it seems that he had been looking for one.  So one week later, on his way back to San Diego, Art stopped by and relieved me of the raising fixture, ya’ just never know what people may need, do you? Anyway, my wife is happy to not see it when she drives up the to the house, HI HI.  

While we were at K0YW’s the EME contest was in-progress, he worked a bunch of stations on 1296Mhz off the moon. Using 500W output (his 1500W amp. died a few days before) into a 28’ dish the stations were quite readable through the speaker of his TS-2000. His own echoes were 5x2 on SSB, and 579 on CW. Now, at a total cost of $$,$$$ to put all this stuff on the air, the cost per/QSO is really high.  When I mentioned this to him, he responded with the ol’ 1 finger salute. 

Bruce bought most of the tower that Bill, AA6TT had up before Bill moved to New Hampshire and still has 500’ or so on the ground.  Anyone need some Rohn 45? While I was there, Bruce and I assembled his full size, 4element 40M beam, (which is now up at 140 feet).  He still has to hookup the prop-pitch rotor controls, and weasel some coax back to the house (a 500’ run) but this thing should be a real killer.

On our way back we stopped in Laughlin/Bullhead City where Karen wanted to look-in on her other house, and visited her cousin, who is house sitting. After a day or so we were on our way home with just a couple hour stop at the Ghost Town of Bodie.  A very worthwhile side-trip, just be prepared for the last 3 miles of washboard road, a real bone-jarring experience!

I have been listening (almost ever morning) for LP on 80M so far I really haven’t heard much.  This must be a slow year. However we returned from our trip just in time to work TX9 on 75M SSB & 17M CW, and TJ3FR on 40 & 80CW for a few new band countries, other than that, it’s been a slow month. CU all at the meeting the 13th. de Rick W6SR 

THE SECRETARY/TREASURER’S REPORT

SEPTEMBER MEETING

President Ron St. Jean called the Board meeting to order at 12:18 PM. Roll call of officers found Ron, Ray, Carolyn and Gary in attendance. VP/contest Jim was absent.

Nominating committee has nominees as of 9/18. Ron discussed possibilities of disbanding club if no volunteers come forward. 

Discussed possibility of joint meeting with Northern California DX Club.

Membership meeting notes: September 18, 2004. President Ron St. Jean called meeting to order at 12:25 PM. Roll call of officers; 

same as above. There were no visitors. 

Ron asked for volunteers for club offices for 2005. Dick, N6TNX spoke on his service saying we should have some new blood. Ron outlined to the club the ramifications of disbanding should we have no volunteers for officers. Someone will put note on ‘reflector’ notifying members they will be call about upcoming election.

CQP; Ron encouraged all to participate as circumstances allow.

W6FI has antennas up and is on the air.

Ken & Kay operating as P40K received certificate for ARRL 10M contest 2003.

N6JV got a certificate for 10 GHz ‘test.

Ken & Kay will be at P4 for 10 M ‘test in December.

Ken announced that the Northern California DX Foundation had given funding to the group going to Peter I in January and to the group going to Kerguelen Island. 

Also FR5/g and KH7, Kure Is in Apr. Discussion of logistics, etc. There was discussion of prize or certificate for performance in CQP. No action taken.

There will be a swap meet sponsored by the Amador Club at the Wal-Mart parking lot on Oct. 9 with a 7 AM start.

The swap at Livermore will be looking for new venue after Oct. due to construction. 

Joint meeting with NCDXC was discussed. 

There was a short discussion of issues regarding landing at Desecheo and Navassa Islands.

Rick, N6RK was at Int’l DX convention meeting

Meeting adjourned at 1:22 PM to view Rodrigues Is video.

Submitted by ersatz note taker, D. Wilson 09 October 2004 

Mother Lode DX/Contest Club Meeting
Round Table Pizza Martel, CA
Acting Chairman; Dick Wilson


OCTOBER MEETING

Meeting called to order at 1206 PDT by K6LRN Previous minutes still in computer. Treasurer's report, same as last month. MLDXCC posted phenomenal score in CQP. Between 25 and 28 logs posted.
Rick N6RK reported on NCDX club planning meeting for Visalia next year. 
MLDXCC has volunteered to run the prize rum at next years convention. 
Rick suggested opening the room Sat afternoon and at least one time on Sunday. 
The Hotel has a closed circuit TV system that could be used to announce winners, or winners who need to pick up their prizes.  Gary Stiwell plans to check cards on Saturday 1-3PM. 
Chairman Dick suggested using the Club reflector to post scores and DX news.
Don KB6KTV, Indexa card checker was introduced to the group.

Jim WX6V arrived with the FD report. The 2004 effort reported 2256 Q's
VS 1728 in 2003. The score of 7000 pts was up 1k from last year. The club
needs to buy a couple of tribanders for future FD. Suggest move generator,
max out Gota score and be able to run CW and SSB at the same time on 20
and/40 meters.

After some DX news for TJ3FR, 9J2BO, P29SX and Lord Howe Island,
Dick ran a VCR "Ham Radio Olympic." 2000 WRTC. Meeting Adjourned, 1:45 PM. 
Respectfully submitted under protest, Ray Parker ND6S

MLDXCC TREASURER'S REPORT September 04
Balance September 1, 2004: $292.02
Income: 00.0
Expenses: 00.0
Balance September 30, 2004: $292.02
Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD, Treasurer


DX Bulletin No. 683 November 1, 2004(edited)

Editor Tedd Mirgliotta, KB8NW

Provided by BARF80.ORG (Cleveland, Ohio)
3V8, TUNISIA (IOTA Op). Andy, DJ7IK, will be on holiday on the Kerkennah Islands (AF-073). His activity will take place during the CQ WW DX CW Contest (November 27-28th). He will sign 3V8SF/p and be active in the contest as a Single-Op/Single-Band (20m)/Low-Power entry. QSL via DJ7IK

(QRZ.com address).

40 METERS NEWS. Effective at 0100z, October 31st, the 40 meter band for UK amateurs in the British Isles will effectively double in size when radio amateurs there gain access to 7100 to 7200 kHz.

5U, NIGER. Bull, 5U7JB, is expected to be active during the CQ WW DX SSB Contest (October 30-31st) as a Single-Op/All-Band/High-Power entry. QSL via ON5NT.

5U, NIGER. The VooDoo Contest Group will again be active as 5U5Z in the CQ World-Wide DX CW Contest on November 27-28th. They will operate from Niamey, the capital of Niger, in the Multi-Multi category with seven stations. Operators will be: G0MTN, G3PJT, G3SXW, G4BWP, G4PIQ, K5VT,

KC7V and N7NG. QSL via G3SXW; E-mail requests for bureau go to:

6O, SOMALIA. Operators Andrea/IK1PMR, Marcello/IK2DIA,Adriano/IK2GNW, Giuseppe/IK2WXV, Riccardo/IZ5BRW will be active from Galkacyo in the autonomous area Puntland between February 3-17th, 2005. If interested in helping, please send donations to: Silvano Borsa, P.O.Box 45, 27036 Mortara, Italy.  For other information, please visit the Web page at:  http://www.i2ysb.com

7Q, MALAWI Les, 7Q7LA should be in Malawi and is expected to be there for at least 3 months. Les says there will be plenty of activity on the low bands."IF" there is "Propagation"... and that the Seasonal Rains don't make things too noisy. Operating schedule is forthcoming. REMEMBER, QSL DIRECT ONLY to G0IAS.

A5, BHUTAN (Update/QSL Correction). The members of the Clipperton DX Club, A52CDX. Look for the team to be active during the CQWW SSB Contest. The team will be there until November 11th. QSL Manager is F9DK (not F9DX). direct or via the French REF Bureau. For more info, visit the Web page at: http://www.cdxc.org/dxp/2004-Bhoutan/a5-en.htm

EY, TAJIKISTAN. EY/F5NHJ until March 2005. Activity will be on HF and 6 meters, mainly CW. QSL via F5NHJ.

HI3, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. Mike, GW3UOF, will be active from here as GW3UOF/HI3 between November 28th and December 12th. QSL direct to his home callsign, GW3UOF, or via the RSGB bureau.

IOTA NEWS..................

 AS-074.  Ian, 9M2/G3TMA, will be operating from Pulau Ketam from November 13-15th. QSL via Ian Buffham, Bekay Court, Lorong Enau (off Jalan Ampang), 55000 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

NA-183.  Porfirio, XE1HPT (Leader of the DXpedition) and a group of XE ham operators will be operating from Ixtapa Island. They will be on the air with the special callsign 6F1IHF from February 6-13th. Activity is planned for all HF bands CW/SSB. QSL via Porfirio Lomeli, P.O. BOX 7177, Morelia, Mich 58262,Mexico.

J7, DOMONICA Denis, K7GK, who will be active as J79A in the CQ WW DX CW he will be in Dominica from November 25-29th. QSL via K7GK.

JW, SVALBARD. Erik, LA2VOA, will be active as JW2VOA now through November 25th, from Bear Island (IOTA EU-027). Activity will be on 80-10 meters,including the WARC bands, mainly SSB. QSL via LA2VOA.

LX, LUXEMBOURG. Les, G3VQO, will be active as LX/G3VQO in the next CQ WW CW Contest (November 27-28th) as a Single-Op/All-Band/Low-Power entry. Look for him to be active before the contest, November 26th, on the WARC bands CW. QSL via his home callsign, direct or via the RSGB bureau.

PACIFIC DXPEDITION. Michel/F6COW, Dominique/F6EPY and Radi/F6GNZ will be on a DX vacation from: 

Rarotonga, South Cook (ZK1/S, IOTA OC-013, Zone 32) from November 24th to December 9th, 2004, as ZK1COW, ZK1EPY and ZK1GNZ.

Hiva Hoa, Marquesas Islands, French Polynesia (FO/M, IOTA OC-027,Zone 31) from  December 11th to December 23rd, 2004, as FO/F6COW,FO/F6EPY and FO/F6GNZ

Operation will be mostly on CW and SSB with some digital modes (PSK31, RTTY, SSTV) on demand. A priority will be given to the low bands (3.5 Mhz,7 Mhz, some 1.8 Mhz if conditions are acceptable). QSL via their home callsign. For more information visit their Web site at:       http://perso.wanadoo.fr/dominique.auprince/

QSL INFO AND NEWS...................

Fred, G4BWP, announced on the "GoList Mailing List" that the following logs are now on the LoTW: G4BWP, GQ4BWP, G4MBC, GX4MBC, M6Z, M7Z, M8Z,MB2HFC, 9G5FH, 5U7WP and XT2WP. He adds that all the logs were uploaded over the past weekend, except MB2HFC (waiting for files) and his own(G4BWP) log for the past month of October (uploaded at month's end).

Jorge Riga, LU3XQO, from Tierra del Fuego in Argentina, informs OPDX that Patrick, WD9EWK, is now his QSL Manager. WD9EWK can receive cards directly or through the QSL Bureau and has updated information at:

http://qsl.wd9ewk.net/

Cesar, PY2YP, announced on the "GoList Mailing List" that the following logs are now on the LoTW: PY9UC, ZZ2Z and PY2YP. Last upload was September 29, 2004.

NOT THE MANAGER. 

The QSL Manager for the French special event callsign TM8POR is F8ADJ (and not F6KWP).

Mike, KQ0B, states that the ZY0K cards for the Fernando de Noronha operation October 12-14th, 2004, will be ready for mailing when he gets back to his home in the USA on November 5th. He says, "I am aware I have cards waiting at home QTH. Please allow for a few days after my return to organize and begin mailing." QSL route for ZY0K via KQ0B is good in QRZ or callbooks: Michael W. Elliott, 6701 Blossom view Drive,Florissant, Missouri 63033 USA. QSL via the Bureau or direct is no problem (If you QSL direct kindly SASE).

The following stations are expected to be active in the CQ World Wide DX SSB Contest (October 30-31st, 2004)

http://www.ng3k.com/Misc/cqsz2004.html (by zone)

Call 
DXCC 
CQZ Class 
 Route

3Z2GD
Poland 
15  SOSB 20M     SP2JKC

3Z3Z 
Poland 
15  SOSB 10M     SQ3ET

4L6AM
Georgia
21  SOSB 20M     ??? 

4U1ITU ITU 
14  M/S          4U1ITU

4X0WV
Israel
20  M/S          KC8FS

5B/AJ2O Cyprus
20  M/S          RA3AUU

5U7JB
Niger 
35   SOAB HP      ON5NT

5Z4YT1CS
Kenya
37                YT1CS

6W1RY
Senegal
35   SOAB         F5VHJ

7P8Z
Lesotho 
38   SOAB HP      ZS4TX

7S2E  Sweden
 14 SOSB   80M   SM2DMU

8P1A  Barbados  08  SOAB LP     
NN1N

9A7P  Croatia   15    SOAB LP      KU5B

9K2HN Kuwait    21   M/S          9K2HN

9L1ADA 
    35    SO         9L1ADA

9Y4ZC 
    09  M/S         DK1MM

A52CDX Bhutan   22    M/?  Auto Bureau

A61AJ UAE
    21    SOAB

AH2R  Guam      27 M/2 JH7QXJ JA-Bureau

AY8A Argentina  13   SOAB HP     LU8ADX

B1Z    China    24   M/S         EA7FTR

BD5QDM China    24   SOSB        BY5RSA

BV0J Taiwan     24    M/2         BW0IR

C4W    Cyprus   20    SOAB HP     LoTW

C40M   Cyprus   20    SOSB        M0BBB

C5ACA  Gambia   35  SOSB 20M    ON4ACA

C6AUR  Bahamas  08    SOAB        W3MMM

C6AVV  Bahamas  08    M/S         K1JB

C6DX   Bahamas  08    ???         ???

C91Z  
    37 SOHP  ZS6WPX Direct

CN2R  Morocco   33    SOAB HP     W7EJ

CO8LY Cuba      08    SOSB 15M  EA7ADH

CO8TW Cuba      08   SOSB  20M  IZ8CCW

CT7B
Portugal
14 SOAB LPCT1ILT Bureau 

CT9L  Madeira   33    M/?         ???

CU2Z  Azores    14    M/S         DK7JQ

CX9AU Uruguay   13    SOAB LP     ???

D4B   
    35    SOAB        K1BV

D44TD 
    35    SOSB 20M   CT1EKF

DF0CG Germany   14   M/M         Bureau

DF0RI Germany   14   M/S         DL8OBQ

EA6/LY1DF 
    14  SOAB        LY1DF

EA8ZS
Canary    33    M/M         OH1JT

ED1EA Spain     14   M/M         EA1URS

ED3SSB Spain    14    M/S         EA3QP

EI7M  Ireland   14    M/S         EI6HB

ES6Q  Estonia   15    M/2         ES5RY

EX9A            17   SOAB HP   UA3DPX

EY7AV 
    17 SOSB15M EY7AV Bureau

EY8MM 
    17   SOSB 20M     K1BV

FG/K9NW Guad.   08    TBD       K9NW

FM5BH 
    08 SOAB HP Auto Bureau

FM5FJ 
    08  SOSB 15M    KU9C

FP/VE7SV 
    05  M/2        N7RO

FS/AH8DX 
    08  SOAB        AH8DX

FY5KE 
    09  M/S         FY5KE

G1A England     14   M/S         M0CLW

G6PZ  England   14    M/S         ???

GM3W  Scotland  14    SOAB LP     W3LEO

GM5A  Scotland  14  M/M         GM4FDM

GM0B  Scotland  14   M/M         GM0EGI

HB0/HB9AON      14    M/M         ???

HC8L 

    10    M/M         W5UE

HI3CCP 
    08    M/M         AD4Z

HI3TEJ 
    08    ???         ON4IQ

HS1PDY Thailand 26   SOAB LP HS1PDY CBA

HS8AC  Thailand 26   M/S         E21EIC

HS8KAY Thailand 26  SOSB 20M HS8KAY CBA

IH9P 

    33   
M/S       KR7X

IO1T  Italy     15    SOSB 80  IK1RQT

IO4T Italy      15  M/S  IK4XCL Direct

IQ3GA Italy     15   M/S         Bureau

IR1A Italy      15    M/S        IK1GPG

IR3J Italy      15    M/S       IK3TCH

IR4X Italy      15   M/S         IK4QJH

IS0/II0A 
    15    M/M       IS0MYN

IU1A Italy      15  SOSB 40M    IK1SPR

J37K 

    08    M/?      AC8G

J42T Greece     20    M/S       SV2BFN

J49Z Crete      20  M/S IK8UND Direct

J75J Dom
08  M/?         KR4DA

JU1DX 
23  ???         JT1BV

JW5E 

40    M/S         JW5NM

KG4WW Gitmo 08    SOSB        ???

KH7X Hawaii 31    M/M         K2PF

KP3Z  PR    08    SO HP       WC4E

LT1F

13    M/M         AC7DX

LT7Y 

13    M/S         LU7YZ

LU8XW 
13    M/?         WD9EWK

LX7I 

14    SOSB 80M    LX2AJ

LY4A 

15    SOAB HP     LY2FY

LY7A 

15    M/M         LY2ZO

LY7Z 

15  
M/S       LY7Z Direct

LZ9W 

20    M/M

M7Z 

14    SOSB 40M    G4BWP

MD4K 

14    M/?         G3NKC

MI0LJM  
14    SOAB        MI0LJM

MJ0ASP 
14    SOSB 20M    F5SHQ

MU2K 

14    M/S         GU3HFN

NP3U PR
08    M/?         WP4U

OE2S 

15    M/S         OE2GEN

OE4A 

15    SOAB HP OE1EMS Direct

OE5T 

15    M/?     OE5OHO Direct

OE6VHF 
15    M/S         OE6VHF

OH4A 

15    SOSB 20M    OH6LI

OH1F 

15    M/?         Bureau

OH7M 

15    M/S         Bureau

OH0I 

15    M/S         OH3BHL

OH0Z 

15    SOAB HP     OH5DX

OK7K 

15    M/M         OK1BN

OL7R 

15    M/?         OK1XUV

OM7M        15    M/S         OM3PA

OT4W 

14    M/?         ON2AAC

P40A 

09    SOAB QRP    WD9DZV

P40W 

09    TBD         N2MM

P49Y 

09    SOAB        AE6Y

PI4ZI 
14    M/2         ???

PJ2T 

09    M/2         N9AG

PJ4J 

09    SOAB HP     DJ2MX

PJ7/K7ZUM 
08    SOAB        K7ZUM

PS2T 

11    M/2         W3HC

PT2CM 
11    M/S         PT2CM

PX5W 

11    SOSB 10M    N5ZO

RL3A    
16    M/S         W3HNK

RT9W 

17    M/?         RT9W

RU1A 

16    M/2         Bureau

RX3RXX
16    M/S         ???

RZ9OZO 
18    M/S         RZ9OZO

S79MH      
39    ???         HB9OCR

SA5C 

14    SOAB        Bureau

SA5D 

14    SOAB        Bureau

SI9AM 
14    M/S         SM3CVM

SO5O 

15    M/?         SP5KVW

SU9NC       34    SOAB LP     OM2SA

SY9Y 

20    M/S         SV9FBM

SZ1A        20    M/S         Bureau

SZ5Z 

20    SOSB 15M    SV5FRD

T30T 

31    SOAB   K7ZZ Direct

T48K        08    M/S         ???

T88QQ 
27    ???         JA1KAJ

TA3YJ/4 
20    SOAB HP     TA3YJ

TA0U        20    ???         Bureau

TC2K4J      20    SOAB LP     TA3YJ

TF4CW       40    SOSB 20M    LX1NO

TI8M 

07    M/2         TI2KAC

TM2Y 

14    M/S         ???

UA9AYA 
17    SOAB HP     UA9AB

UA0AZA 
18    M/2         UA0ANW

UA0YAY 
23    ???         IK2QPR

UP5G 

17    M/M         ???

UR6GWZ 
16    M/S         Bureau

UU5SY/V44 
08    SOSB 10M    KC2FVN

UU7J 

16    M/2         W1TE

V26B 

08 
M/2  KA2AEV Direct

V26DX 
08    M/?         KU9C

V29NR 
08    SOSB 15M    ???

V49A 

08    QRP         V44NK

V55V 

38    SO LP       Z33AA

V6A 

27    SOAB        JA7AO

VA4MWA 
04    SOAB HP     N0HJZ

VE2IM 
02    M/S         VE3DZ

VE2PGI 
02    M/M         VE2QK

VK6AA 
29    SOAB        DL8YR

VK9XD 
29    SOAB        VK2CZ

VP2E 

08    M/2         N5AU

VP5DX 
08    SOSB 15M    NU4Y

VP5KE 
08    SOSB 40M    N4KE

VP5 T 
08    M/?         N2VW

VP5X 

08    M/S         OH3RB

VQ5C     
08    SOSB 10M    AB4UF

W4OV/VP9 
05    M/?         W4OV

WP2Z 

08    M/2         KU9C

XX9C 

24    M/M         XX9BB

YT5A 

15    SOSB        YT1AD

YT9X 

15    M/2         YU1ZZ

YV4A 

09    M/M         W4SO

ZA/OH2BH 
15    SOSB        OH2BH

ZA/OH2PM 
15    SOSB        OH2PM

ZK1AQT 
32    ???     W6ORD Direct

ZL1V 

32    SOAB HP     N3SL

ZP0R 

11    SOAB        W3HNK

ZW5B 

11    SOSB 40M    W3HC

ZX7U 
      11    SOAB CT1AHU CT1DVV

UPCOMING EVENTS

Foothill Flea Market

2nd Saturday of each month from March through October at Lockheed, Sunnyvale.

Livermore Swap Meet

1st Sunday of each month at Las Positas College in Livermore, 7:00 AM to noon, all year.  Talk in 147.045 from the west 145.35 from the east.  Contact Cliff Chiba, KF6EII, (209) 835-6715, email larkswap@usa.com. 

Placerville Swap Meet 

Every third Sunday, 3970 B Missouri Flat Rd #3, Placerville.  7:00 AM to 11:00 AM.  Talk-in on 146.865 – PL 142.2, 440.700 + PL 88.5.  No fee, free parking.  Hwy. 50 East, take Missouri Flat off-ramp.  Go over Hwy. to 2nd light, into shopping center in front of Radio Shack.

CONTEST FEEDBACK/UP-COMING CONTESTS

MLDX/CC CQP Scores as of about 10:30 PM on Thursday, Oct 7/0500Z, Oct.8.
Thanks all for reporting in promptly!! Congrats on scores!!
KG6CMS 135,489 at W6SR
N6XI 199,810
WK6I 131,656
K6GT 158,157
W6RFF 105,000
KI6PG 11,130 
NU6T 2,800
AE6Y 300,440
W6ISO 86,184 
K6TA 42,930
WX6V 43,654
AD6E 227,684 Sutter/Yuba counties contest Expedition!!
N6JV 162,110
ND6S 80,410
K6LRN 200,868
KI6T 84,482
N6TV 49,500
KF6T 290,406 
KI6CG 23,144
W6RKC 40,182
N6TNX 74,000
K6BEW 34,892
------------------------
sub-total 2,484,892
Heard, but no scores yet from; WA6SJQ
Others????????? 

Field Day scores are out. Congrats!! K6AO is second in Pacific Division 

behind the Sonoma County-W6LFJ group.

de Dick, K6LRN


ARRL Sweepstakes Contest, CW 2100Z, Nov 6 to 0300Z, Nov 8 

NA Collegiate ARC Championship, CW 2100Z, Nov 6 to 0300Z, Nov 8 

High Speed Club CW Contest 0900Z-1100Z, Nov 7 and 1500Z-1700Z, Nov 7 

WAE DX Contest, RTTY 0000Z, Nov 13 to 2359Z, Nov 14 

JIDX Phone Contest 0700Z, Nov 13 to 1300Z, Nov 14 

OK/OM DX Contest, CW 1200Z, Nov 13 to 1200Z, Nov 14 

LZ DX Contest 1200Z, Nov 20 to 1200Z, Nov 21 

ARRL Sweepstakes Contest, SSB 2100Z, Nov 20 to 0300Z, Nov 22 

NA Collegiate ARC Championship, SSB 2100Z, Nov 20 to 0300Z, Nov 22 

RSGB 2nd 1.8 MHz Contest, CW 2100Z, Nov 20 to 0100Z, Nov 21 

CQ Worldwide DX Contest, CW 0000Z, Nov 27 to 2400Z, Nov 28 December, 2004 

ARRL 160-Meter Contest 2200Z, Dec 3 to 1600Z, Dec 5 

ARRL 10-Meter Contest 0000Z, Dec 11 to 2400Z, Dec 12 

Fall NA Meteor Scatter Rally 0000Z, Dec 11 to 0700Z, Dec 15 

Great Colorado Snowshoe Run 0200Z-0359Z, Dec 11 

Russian 160-Meter Contest 2100Z-2300Z, Dec 17 

MDXA PSK Death Match 0000Z, Dec 18 to 2400Z, Dec 19 

RAC Winter Contest 0000Z-2400Z, Dec 18 Croatian CW Contest 1400Z, Dec 18 to 1400Z, Dec 19 

PROPAGATION FORECAST

From Tad Cook, K7RA 29 Oct 04. This week has been fantastic for HF propagation, with a sun peppered with spots, and best of all, no geomagnetic upsets. This is an unusual combination, to have geomagnetic indices so low while sunspot numbers are up. What could be better, just ahead of the CQ World Wide DX SSB Contest this weekend?

From last week to this week, the average daily sunspot number more than doubled, rising over 75 points to 140.7. The sunspot number was highest on Sunday, October 24 when it was 178. The daily sunspot number hasn't been this high since late 2003, when it was also 178 on November 30.

For this weekend, expect great conditions for the DX contest, and you can expect the higher HF bands to yield plenty. Average solar flux for this week was about 131, and you can expect continuing solar flux between 130-135 through the weekend. Saturday, October 30 may have some mildly unsettled geomagnetic conditions, with a planetary A index of 12. Currently as this bulletin is being composed late Thursday night U.S. West Coast time, WWV is reporting a mid-latitude K index of 0. Several readers sent in articles concerning a new report claiming there has been more solar activity over the past seven decades than any time in the previous 8,000 years. You can read about it on the web at, http://www.spaceref.com/news/viewpr.html?pid=15385 and http://www.space.com/scienceastronomy/sunspot_record_041027.html. Carl Zelich, AA4MI wrote to tell us about http://www.dx-central.com/. On the home page they post the latest geophysical alerts and solar flux from WWV, and they have many other resources. I noticed a link to http://www.dxtuners.com, where you can remotely tune and listen to radios all over the world via the Internet. If you would like to comment or have a tip, email the author at,k7ra@arrl.net. For more information concerning propagation and an explanation of the numbers used in this bulletin see the ARRL Technical Information Service propagation page at, http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/propagation.html. A word about the solar flux numbers for this week. On Monday, October 25 the observatory in Penticton, British Columbia did not report a 10.7 cm noon solar flux. Although the local noon (2000z) measurement is the official daily solar flux, there are also daily measurements at 1700 and 2300z. We report 141.4 for that day by averaging the 1700 and 2300z numbers of 139.6 and 143.2.

Sunspot numbers for October 21 through 27 were 112, 134, 141, 178,146, 124 and 150 with a mean of 140.7. 10.7 cm flux was 112.1,122.5, 131.6, 140.2, 141.4, 136.7 and 129.5, with a mean of 130.6. Estimated planetary A indices were 8, 6, 4, 9, 13, 3 and 3, with a mean of 6.6. Estimated mid-latitude A indices were 5, 5, 1, 6, 9, 0 and 2, with a mean of 4.

MLDXCC 2004 Meeting Schedule

November 13th
December 18

Thanks to Ken, K6TA and Kay, K6TO for arranging for our meeting room with RT pizza.
Membership Criteria 

Membership criteria may be obtained by writing the Secretary/Treasurer at:

MLDXCC

PO Box 1073

Pine Grove, CA 95665-1073 

The club website is: mldxcc.com

The MLDXCC NEWSLETTER

Information may be reproduced provided credit is given MLDXCC.

2004 Officers of the MLDXCC
Prez: Ron St.Jean, KG6CMS kg6cms@arrl.net

Vice Prez: Jim Vennenman, WX6V

wx6v@msn.com

Treasurer: Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD 

k6tkd@arrl.net

Contest Chairman: Dick Wilson, K6LRN,

k6lrn@arrl.net
Director: Ray Parker, ND6S

Nd6sarrl@sbcglobal.net

Director: Gary Stilwell, KI6T

E-mail: ki6t@arrl.net


Secretary: Ron St.Jean, KG6CMS kg6cms@arrl.net

Nugget Editor

Rick Samoian,W6SR samoian@directcon.net

QSL Manager:

Norm Regan, WA6SJQ
Publicity Chairperson

Brandt Woodard, K6BEW

ARRL Awards Checkers

DXCC, Gary Stillwell, KI6T & Ken Anderson, K6TA

WAS & others Dennis King, N6KD
ARRL Sixth District QSL Bureau

PO Box 530, Weed, CA 96094-0530. For more information, visit the ARRL Sixth District QSL Bureau Web site http://www.kqlz.com/qslbureau6.html 
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