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The Nugget

The Newsletter of the Mother Lode DX/Contest Club

MEETING DATE, LOCATION & PROGRAM 

When: Saturday, November 12, 11:30AM-2:30PM 

Where: Round Table Pizza in Martell.
What: Critique and report of the CQ 
WW SSB, CQP, SS CW, and plan for the CQ WW CQ CQP phone & ARRL 160. We 
also have one of Paolo's CD’s, and will see how it plays. CU there!
FROM THE PREZ

A BIG THANK YOU to Rick Karlquist, N6RK for the interesting and informative talk on receive antennas at the last meeting. He also gave a rundown on his antenna farm in Galt. 

According to numbers extracted from emails, the 3830 score reporting reflector, etc., we are either a few points ahead or behind the Redwood Empire DX Association in club competition in the recent California QSO Party. If all that participated have sent or will send in logs to NCCC by the extended deadline of November 15, we will be about 100,000 points ahead…it is that close this year. Need help with log? Contact me or Jim. Every point counts!! 

MLDX/CC members are encouraged to submit logs for CQ WW contests for the Mother Lode club. NCCC is not making a concerted effort this year. Already AE6Y/P40Y, KI6T, the operation at K6KM’s and KI6CG will be submitting…others?? 

I operated the ARRL Sweepstakes CW ‘test over the past weekend. Didn’t bother to tune ten meters and only gave 160 a quick tune (heard no signals). Most of the activity was on 80-15, with 20 getting most of the action with stations operating as far up the band as .075 or so. Fifteen was good on Saturday with stations as high as about .080. I was able to get some short runs here & there, ending up with a claimed score of 680 Qs in 78 sections-missed NNY & NL. 

Some members have already paid 2006 dues. Bring $$ to meeting or mail check to Treasurer at roster address. 

The November 12 meeting will be at the RT Pizza in Martell. I guess I should have given more notice about change and/or had some more discussion. After the meeting it struck me as a case of; of course the people at the meeting voted for the change…they were there. The people that weren’t there, didn’t have a chance. So, if there is more to be said, please let me or another officer know at the meeting or via email if you can’t attend. 

The nominating committee will be giving a report at Saturday’s meeting. Give some thought to running for an office or otherwise helping the club. There should be some new blood now & then so club does not become XX’s club. I feel that some members (and potential members) stay away because they may not care for chairperson or someone else involved.
Dick, K6LRN.  

THE VP SEZ
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Greetings from Beautiful Downtown Auburn,

Well - the contest season is certainly in full swing. We’re still holding our breaths waiting to determine the final outcome of the club competition in the recent CQP contest. Looks like we are running neck & neck with REDXA (as of the latest score posting on the NCCC website 10/30/05). Several club members have not yet posted their scores, although NCCC has recently extended the log posting submission deadline from 11/1 to 11/15. So - if you have not yet posted your CQP score for MLDXCC, you still have a few more weeks left. We will send out a posting on the club reflector as soon as we download the final posting of scores from NCCC.

Then there was the successful MLDXCC CQWW SSB operation at K6KM just a weekend ago. Our group of club members - in no particular order - WK6I, NU6T, N6NIA, W6SR, N6RK, ND6S, & K6KM - made 1,825 contacts for a final score of 1,758,718. Nice going guys!!

Sure heard a lot of MLDXCC folks out in force this past weekend for the CW Sweepstakes contest helping NCCC retain the SS gavel. Thanks for doing your part. Hope to see everyone again in two weeks for the SSB weekend.

In the meantime, October was a productive month here at the home QTH. Finally poured the concrete for my tower foundation two weeks ago - all 4.7 yards of it! George, KI6CG, provided tremendous assistance for this project, with help from two of my next-door neighbors. (Note - it’s a great thing to have this kind of support from neighbors for a tower project!) The Building Inspector was kind to me - the only additional work that I had to do after his initial visit was to smooth out the edges around the bottom of the hole, square off the corners of the 6x6x3 hole a little better, and make sure that my UFER ground wire was entirely in the concrete. Nothing that a few hours of labor could not fix. While this was going on, had my HAM IV rotor refurbished by Norm’s Rotor Doctor Service in Alabama. The thing came back to me looking like a brand new rotor and the price was reasonable. Now it’s on to the next phase - putting up the tower - hopefully sometime before year-end, weather permitting. 

That’s it from here. See y’all in the pileups.  Jim  -WX6V-

Recent MLDXCC Score Postings 

ARRL CW Sweepstakes

W6NL (N6TV)   1,333 x 80 = 213,280

K6TA (N6BV)    1,228 x 80 = 196,480

KF6T                     870 x 80 = 139,200

K6LRN                  680 x 78 = 106,080

AE6Y                     410 x 77 =  63,140

WX6V (@KF6T)    401 x 77 = 61,754

W6RKC                  369 x 78 = 57,564

WK6I                     255 x 79  =  38,552

KI6T                      251 x 72  =  36,144

K6AO (WX6V)     180  x 62 =   22,320

CQWW SSB
K6KM M/2  1,825 QSOs (all-band)       1,758,718

P49Y (AE6Y) 4,156 QSOs (15 meters) 1,806,336

K6TA 666 QSOs                                      635,712

ND6S 89 QSOs                                          21,504

K6KO 20 QSOs                                            1,056                                   

MLDXCC Club Meeting minutes for 08 October 2005

Meeting was called to order at 12:37 PM by President D. Wilson.

Minutes of previous meeting and Treasurer’s report were approved as printed in the ‘Nugget’.

Old business; MLDX/CC participation in the CQ WW SSB operation at K6KM’s QTH was discussed. No action taken.

CQP 2005; a preliminary report shows MLDX/CC a few points ahead of competitor Redwood DX Association. 

Nominating committee; Ray Parker assisted by Ken Anderson will act as committee and report at November meeting. 

Dues for balance of 2005 and 2006 were received from Lyle Meek. His application for membership will be voted on at November meeting.

Ken Anderson reported member Al Maenchen was at Midway Is en route home from K7C-Kure is DXpedition. 

M/S/C; to hold November meeting at the Round Table Pizza in Martell.  After counting money in the bucket, there was $100 to repay upfront fee, tip $10 and put $13.81 in the treasury. Reservation was made & check written  for November 12 meeting.

Rick Karlquist gave a talk on receive antennas for 160 meters plus a description of his antenna farm at Galt.  

Respectfully submitted by acting secretary, Carolyn Wilson – K6TKD
 
Member news & feedback 
I got my beverages up for the season just in time for the CQWW phone. I operated from Galt Friday night and got my first European on 160 phone.  I also worked V26B, who had extremely high receive noise and wasn't hearing the other west coast callers.  Getting ready for the ARRL 160 now, in between operating SS and CQWWCW.  Thanks to Bill and Ginny for hosting the multi effort.  First time I ever operated one of those.  I didn't do very well Saturday night.  Only about 50 QSO's.  A lot of stations just couldn't hear us.  Also, a lot of them were already worked Friday night.
Rick N6RK
I have a 4 el 10M F12 ant for sale.
Contact me for details (530) 533-3300. 73 de Bill, K6KM
I replaced my 3el SteppIR with a 4el version of the same antenna. This doubles boom length to 32' and is intended to give me slight increases in CQ answer rate and FCAP (first call answered percentage) and a slight decrease in MTBP (mean time to break pileups). While at it, I realigned the 80m rotary dipole from 90 degrees off to in line with the SteppIR and Mag240N beams. This appears to have cost me some SWR (1.15 average is now 1.4 or so) but patterns look good, the amp is happy and I'm much less confused. Now if I can realign the ligaments in my neck to stop hurting, I'll be able to do some fun contesting.
73,Rick N6XI
EDITOR’S NOTES

The big news this month was our club’s effort in the CQWW SSB from K6KM/N6RER’s F/B station. Our crew consisted of Bill-K6KM, Ron-N6NIA, Jeff-WK6I, Rich-NU6T, Rick-N6RK, Ray-ND6S and Rick-W6SR.  Conditions were not wonderful, but for being close to the sunspot minimum, it was still plenty exciting. As always, Bill and Ginny were great hosts, feeding us, keeping the coffee going and the drinks cold and providing sleeping accommodations.  For the most part, Murphy was even held at bay. Only one casualty, Sat. morning one of Bill’s Alpha 87A croaked, so we stuffed my old Alpha 374A in its place and things went FB to the end of the contest. Conditions were as expected, except on Sunday morning 15 had a very long opening to EU and Ray was even running guys.  And 20 was open to some part of the globe all day (note the 117 countries on 20M) long, not strong enough to run, but we nailed some good mults. Bill and Ginny even gave each team member a personalized Tee shirt commemorating our CQWW SSB 2005 effort.  Our numbers were:  
Station: K6KM
Class: M/2 HP
QTH: CA
Operating Time (hrs): 48
Summary:
Band  QSOs  Zones  Countries
------------------------------
  160:   30     7        8
   80:   80    16       19
   40:  254    25       51
   20:  846    35      117
   15:  589    27       74
   10:   26     5        7
------------------------------
Total: 1825   115      276  Total Score = 1,758,718

Thanks again to Bill and Ginny for putting up with, yet another, MLDXCC invasion.  C U all the 12th de Rick W6SR
MLDXCC – FINANCIAL REPORT OCTOBER 2005
Balance October 1, 2005:

$764.63

Income:
Dues

55.00



Lunch over
13.81





68.81

Expenses:
Lunch



Deposit    100.00

Balance October 31, 2005:

$733.44 
Treasurer, Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD 

The Ohio/Penn DX Packet Cluster 

DX Bulletin No. 734 November 7, 2005
Editor Tedd Mirgliotta, KB8NW 

 
3B8, MAURITIUS. Operators Richard/OM2TW, Rudi/OM3PC, Joe/OM5AW and Bebo/OM5RW will be active from November 18-28th, as 3B8/homecall. They will be active on CW/SSB/RTTY/PSK and SSTV with two separate stations on 160-10 meters (especially on 160/80 meters). QSL via their home callsigns. More information and their on-line logs will be available at:
http://www.vhf.sk/3b8

3W/XV, VIETNAM (Work'em Now). Charles Harpole, K4VUD, reported the following: "Best to work Vietnam now-a-days because rumor has it that at the end of the year, some or all Vietnam hams will be without license....or may have to renew via some delayed process. This could change for the better at any time, but work those XV and 3W now if u can."

4U1UN, UNITED NATIONS HQ. Operator Seppo, OH1VR, during his world tour
with Juhani, OH3SR, will stop in New York City and operate from 4U1UN
during the last 7 to 8 hours of the CQWW DX CW Contest on Sunday, November 27th. QSL via HB9BOU.

5H, TANZANIA. Hans, DL7CM, will be on holiday with his wife from the Lodge
in Uroa, Zanzibar Island (IOTA AF-032), from November 23rd to December 18th. Since this is a holiday operation, look for him to be active as 5H1CM during his spare time on 160-6 meters on CW, SSB and RTTY. His
equipment is an IC-706 w/amplifier and 27 meter slopper and other wires.
QSL via DL7CM. For more details, visit Hans's Web page at: http://www.qsl.net/dl7cm/5H1.htm

5X, UGANDA. Vlad, UA4WHX, who has recently left Kenya and was active as 5Z4/UA4WHX, is now active as 5X1VB from Uganda. His activity over the past week has been on 20/15/12 meters SSB and 30 meters CW. The length of his stay is unknown. QSL via UA4WHX, by the bureau or direct.

9V, SINGAPORE (Also HS). Remember to look for Seppo/OH1VR and Juhani/OH3SR
to be active from 9V1PC's QTH November 9-10th. Activity will be on all bands, SSB, CW and RTTY. QSL direct only to home calls. The duo will head to Thailand next and operate from the QTH of HS0AC November 10-13th.

A5, BHUTAN (Update to OPDX.728). Members from the Clipperton DX Club team
that will be active from Bhutan between November 18th and December 3rd,
have announced they will be in the CQ WW DX CW Contest (November 26-27th)
as A52CDX. Operators mentioned are:  Gerard/F2VX, Jean-Louis/F9DK,
Vincent/G0LMX and Alain/F5LMJ. QSL via F9DK, direct or by the bureau.

A6, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES. Witek, SP9MRO, will operate as A61/SP9MRO from
Dubai, November 15-26th. His equipment will be an Icom-756 and  3-element
beam for 20/15/10 meters. He also plans to be active from the local university club station A61AX. QSL via his home callsign.

DXCC NEWS. Bill Moore, NC1L, ARRL DXCC Manager, has informed OPDX that
the following operation has been approved for DXCC credit: DX0K - Spratly Islands, February 1, 2005, through April 30, 2005.

IOTA NEWS.....................
AF-018.  After 7 years of top results in the SSB leg of the CQWW DX
SSB Contest, the Tikirriki Contest Club will participate in the CQWW DX CW Contest as IH9P from Pantelleria Island (African Italy, Zone 33, IIA TP-01) as a Milti/2 entry. QSL via KR7X. The operators will start arriving on November 20th; expect some to be active as homecall/IH9 on SSB and the Digital
Modes before the contest. Operators mentioned are: I2IFT, IK2AHB, IK2ANI, IK2CIO, IK2HKT, IK2RZP, IK7JWY, IK8ETA, IN3QGY,IV3SKB, IT9BLB, IT9VDQ, IT9WPO and IT9ZGY. Visit the IH9P Web page at:   http://www.ih9p.com

KH5, PALMYRA. Kimo/KH7U and Mike/KH6ND are now active from Palmyra and
will stay until Saturday, November 19th. Kimo is expected to operate on
SSB and Mike will be working CW and RTTY. They will have amplifiers and
will be putting up some vertical arrays for 80-10 meters. If they can get
an antenna up for 160 meters, they will also be trying that band. Operating
time will be limited because this is a working trip. Operators will be
signing KH6ND/5 and KH7U/5. It was reported that the "shortened" suffix is
"legal" since the prefix for Hawaii and Palmyra is "KH" and is acceptable.
QSL KH7U/5 via AH6NF and KH6ND/5 via K2PF. Don't forget the SASE or SAE
with funds for return postage.

LIGHTHOUSE ACTIVITY. Yves, HB9AOF, and some of his friends from Geneva
will be active as HE1G from the Geneva Harbour Lighthouse (ARLHS SWI-001)
on Leman Lake, on November 12-13th. Look for activity on the HF bands
mainly on 20 and 40 meters. There may be activity on 2m and 70cm. QSL
via operator's instructions.

LN8, NORWAY. Operators Lech/LA7MFA, Oystein/LA6YEA, Bjorn/LB1GB and Olaf/LB8IB will be active as LN8W in the CQ WW DX CW Contest (November
26-27th) as a Multi/Single entry. QSL via LA9VDA.
MD4, ISLE OF MAN. Operators David/G3NKC, Peter/G4MJS, Martin/G4XUM and Tim/M0BEW will be active as MD4K during the CQ WW 160 CW Contest (January 28-29th) as a Multi entry. QSL via G3NKC.

P4, ARUBA. Operators John/W6LD, Denny/KX7M, Rick/N6XI and Mike/N7MH will
be active as P40L during the CQ WW DX CW Contest (November 26-27th) as a Multi/Single entry. QSL via K5WW. The team of operators will be on the air from the evening of November 22nd through the morning of November 29th. Activity outside of the contest will be on all bands, CW and SSB, but no RTTY.

QSL INFO AND NEWS..................... CURRENT NOMINEES FOR TOP 5 QSL MANAGER. John, K1XN, from the GoList has announced that nominations have begun to come in and here is the latest list (as of October 31st): DJ2MX, DL7AFS, EA4KB, EA5KB, EA7FTR,
F6AJA, G3SWH, G3SXW, G3TXF, HB9BOU, IT9DAA, IT9YRE, IZ8CCW, IZ8CGS,IZ8FWN, K1BV, K8LEE, KB6NAN, KU9C, LU4DXU, M5AAV, N1WON, N2OO, N4AA,N5FTR, ON5NT, PA3GIO, RU6FZ, RZ3EC, VE3XN, W3HNK, W5UE, WA3HUP, WA4WTG, WV7Y and YB9BU.


 QSL LB8IB (ex-LA8SDA) via LA9VDA.

You can view a picture of the 5R8HH QSL and pictures from the Nosy BE Island (AF-057) DXpedition by I5JHW online at:
http://www.mdxc.org/5r8hh/

SILENT KEYS...............

Ray Small, G3ALI, became a "Silent Key" suddenly on October 26th. He was RSGB IOTA Awards Checkpoint.


Gerry, VE6LB/VA6XDX, informs OPDX that Vitaly "Willy", VE6JO (aka 3C2MV) passed away on October 30th after a brief illness. All outstanding and new QSLs for VE6JO and Willy's 3C2MV operation will be answered by Gerry,VE6LB, in due course. It may take a while to get the logs organized and additional cards printed for his 3C2MV operation. Please be patient.



Robert Reed, W2CE (ex-WN2DIN and WB2DIN), became a "Silent Key" on October 30th. He was 55 years old. Robert, over the past several years,has been one of the moderators and input person on one of the major DX Mail Reflectors.


** OPDX and its readers would like to send out deepest sympathy to the families and friends of the above mentioned.

V4, ST. KITTS AND NEVIS (Also, 6Y and ZF). Kan, AB2RF (JJ2RCJ) is expected
to be active this month and next month from a few Caribbean islands. Look
for him to activate St. Kitts (NA-104) on November 23-24th and Nevis on
November 25-26th. His callsign from both islands will be V47CJ. His
activity will focus on the Digital modes(RTTY/PSK) and CW, also, on the
low bands (30/40/80m if possible). QSL via AB2RF. ADDED NOTE: Kan will
be on the Cayman Islands as ZF2CJ from December 28th to January 1st.
Also, look for him to be active as 6Y5/AB2RF from Jamaica, January 2-4th.

V63, MICRONESIA. Operators Sasi/JA1KJW (V63JQ), Hiro/V73VE/JF1OCQ (V63VE)
and Shigeo/JA1JQY (V63JY) will be active from Pohnpei Island (OC-010),
November 19-24th. Activity will be on 160-10 meters CW/SSB. QSL via their
home callsign, direct or via the bureau.

V73, MARSHALL ISLANDS. Operators Sasi/JA1KJW (V73KJ) and Shigeo/JA1JQY
(V73JY) will be active from Majuro Island (OC-029) in the Marshall Islands
group, November 17-18th. QSL via their home callsign, direct or via the
bureau.

VK9C, COCOS-KEELING ISLAND (Update). Just a reminder and update that
Charlie, W0YG, will be active from here between November 8-21st as VK9CG.
Reports indicate that Burt, W0MY, will be joining Charlie on the island.
Look for Charlie to be mostly on the lower bands, 160 and 80 meters, but
he will also do some HF RTTY and CW. All QSLs go to W0YG. Please, direct
only.

VK0, ANTARCTICA. Paul, VK2JLX, announced this past weekend that he will be arriving at the Antarctica Davis station Monday morning, November 7th, and he will be there during the winter. After he settles in during this
week, he will be active with the callsign VK0JLX. Paul will be active on
HF along with another expeditioner who has the callsign VK0AG. Paul states,"I will be at Davis over the 2006 winter and will be active until around December 2006. I look forward to working you on the bands.
VP2M, MONTSERRAT. Operators William/W3WH, David/K9UK, Kirby/N7NM, Carl/K9CS and Larry/K3VX will be active in the ARRL DX CW Contest(February 18-19th) as a Multi/Multi entry. QSL via N3ZNI. The contest callsign has yet to be determined, but it will probably be on of the personal callsign.
UPCOMING EVENTS

Foothill Flea Market

2nd Saturday of each month from March through October at Lockheed, Sunnyvale.

Livermore Swap Meet

1st Sunday of each month (see website for new location), 7:00 AM to noon, all year.  Talk in 147.045 from the west 145.35 from the east. Check at: larkswap.com 
UP-COMING CONTESTS 

	OK/OM DX Contest, CW
	1200Z, Nov 12 to 1200Z, Nov 13

	ARRL Sweepstakes Contest, SSB
	2100Z, Nov 19 to 0300Z, Nov 21

	NA Collegiate ARC Championship, SSB
	2100Z, Nov 19 to 0300Z, Nov 21

	CQ Worldwide DX Contest, CW
	0000Z, Nov 26 to 2400Z, Nov 27

	ARRL 160-Meter Contest
	2200Z, Dec 2 to 1600Z, Dec 4

	TARA RTTY Melee
	0000Z-2400Z, Dec 3

	ARRL 10-Meter Contest
	0000Z, Dec 10 to 2400Z, Dec 11

	Russian 160-Meter Contest
	2100Z-2300Z, Dec 16

	OK DX RTTY Contest
	0000Z-2400Z, Dec 17

	Stew Perry Topband Challenge
	1500Z, Dec 17 to 1500Z, Dec 18


PROPAGATION FORECAST
SB PROP ARLP046 Propagation de K7RA

Conditions recovered from zero sunspots, which lasted for five days.
Average sunspot numbers rose nearly 10 points to 17.6 this week.
Average daily solar flux only rose 1.2 points to 75.4.

October just ended, so let's look at monthly averages for sunspot
numbers and solar flux to see if the trend is still down.  Last
month we looked at quarterly averages, but with monthly averages this time we'll see more volatility. 

The average daily sunspot numbers for the months September 2004 through October 2005 were 50, 77.9, 70.5, 34.7, 52, 45.4, 41, 41.5, 65.4, 59.8, 68.7, 65.6, 39.2 and 13.  Average daily solar flux for
the same months was 103, 106, 113.7, 95, 102.3, 97.2, 89.9, 85.9, 99.5, 93.7, 96.5, 92.4, 91.9 and 76.6.

You can see that the numbers declined every month for the past four months, especially October, which was like dropping off a cliff.


There has been some geomagnetic disturbance over the past couple of days, but conditions should settle down for the ARRL CW Sweepstakes this weekend.  The predicted planetary A index for Friday through
Monday, November 4-7 is 20, 20, 12 and 8.  Sunspot numbers and solar flux should rise slightly, reaching a peak around November 6-8.


If the planetary A index is 20 or higher this weekend it may cause some difficulty reaching those VE8 or KL7 multipliers in Sweepstakes, but don't count on any major flare activity.


If you would like to make a comment or have a tip for our readers, email the author at, k7ra@arrl.net.


For more information concerning radio propagation and an explanation
of the numbers used in this bulletin see the ARRL Technical Information Service propagation page at,
http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/propagation.html. An archive of past
bulletins at,http://www.arrl.org/w1aw/prop/.

Sunspot numbers for October 27 through November 2 were 0, 0, 11, 14, 29, 33 and 36 with a mean of 17.6. 10.7 cm flux was 71.6, 73.1, 74.1, 75.6, 77.8, 77.3, and 78, with a mean of 75.4. Estimated planetary A indices were 6, 5, 2, 5, 13, 8 and 6 with a mean of 6.4. Estimated mid-latitude A indices were 5, 4, 1, 3, 6, 7 and 5, with a mean of 4.4.

MLDXCC 2005 Meeting Schedule

November 12 Round Table Pizza,  Martell CA.

December 17  Round Table Pizza,  Martell CA.

Membership Criteria 

Membership criteria may be obtained by writing the Secretary/Treasurer at:

MLDXCC

PO Box 1073

Pine Grove, CA 95665-1073 

The club website is: mldxcc.com

The MLDXCC NEWSLETTER

Information may be reproduced provided credit is given MLDXCC.

2005 Officers of the MLDXCC  

President: Dick Wilson, K6LRN,

k6lrn@arrl.net
Vice Prez: Jim Vennenman, WX6V

wx6v@msn.com

Secretary: Ron St.Jean, N6NIA n6nia@arrl.net

Treasurer: Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD 

k6tkd@arrl.net

Director: Ray Parker, ND6S

Nd6sarrl@sbcglobal.net

Director: Gary Stilwell, KI6T

E-mail: ki6t@arrl.net


Nugget Editor: Rick Samoian,W6SR samoian@directcon.net

QSL Manager: Norm Regan, WA6SJQ

Publicity Chairperson Brandt Woodard, K6BEW

ARRL Awards Checkers

DXCC, Gary Stillwell, KI6T & Ken Anderson, K6TA

WAS & others Dennis King, N6KD
ARRL Sixth District QSL Bureau

P.O. Box 970

Fairfax, CA., 94978-0970

Comments or questions on this bureau's operation may be directed to kc6awx@arrl.net 

See the W6 Bureau home page (http://www.kqlz.com/qslbureau6/) 
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