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The Nugget

The Newsletter of the Mother Lode DX/Contest Club

MEETING DATE, LOCATION & PROGRAM

When: Our next meeting is Saturday, January 23rd at 12:00 noon. 

Where: Mountain Mike's Pizza in Martel, CA.  They are located in the shopping center with Save-Mart on Highway 88, just west of Highway 49. Our meeting room is reserved from 11AM-3PM. At our regular time (noon) (The room is reserved from 11AM-3PM.) See the club’s website at http://www.mldxcc.org/ and click on “meetings” for a map and more information.

What: Not available at time I published.

We have added, or should I say renewed the membership of Dave, W6DE. Welcome back!!  Dave’s information is as follows:

David Engle,W6DE
1511 Teal Pond Ct
Placerville, Ca 95667
w6de@arrl.net 
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Above are a few photos of the October 17th meeting in Martel.

Below are Photos shot at our 14 November meeting.
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Gary, KI6T (our featured speaker) explains the fine points of how the AARL incoming & out-going QSL buro works.  He is “Mr. T”
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From the Prez:

January 2010 meeting agenda (Time “suggested”): 

11:30
(Pre-meeting Board Meeting as needed)

12:00
Call to order and Agenda Review
12:05
Officer Roll Call and Visitor Call

12:08
Old business

· Minutes review and acceptance

· Treasurer report, including presentation of proposed budget or issues

· Committee reports, if any

· Meeting dates (approve/amend)

· Recognition of achievements, milestones and other.

· By-Laws

· Spending Plan/Budget

12:30
New business

· New Members?

· Contest planning

· Upcoming DX

· Presentation ideas

· Review action items

13:15
Guest Speaker/presentations: 

15:00
Adjourn

State of the Club 

As I turn the Presidency over to Rich Cutler, WC6H, the club is in good shape for 2010.  We continue to have a great newsletter thanks to Rick Samoian, W6SR, although I’m sure Rick would appreciate more articles from the members.  Please take a few minutes to pass on new station developments, interesting developments or operating stories, or other happenings.  Bob Hess, W1RH, has helped keep good records of our meetings and decisions (and made sure our presentation projector/screen needs are met).  Norm Wilson, N6JV, has done a great job getting the web pages up to speed and providing interesting tube articles for the Nugget.  Jeff Stai, WK6I, continues to manage the reflector.  These tools help keep us in good communications.  Our VP, Shirley Rose, AA6K, has found interesting meeting presentations, lead our contest efforts well, and did a great job, with help from the usual suspects, in organizing the annual Joint Meeting with NCCC.  Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD, continues to maintain our treasury and pay our bills.  Gary Stilwell, KI6T and Rich Cutler, WC6H, have helped as Directors.  Norm Regan, WA6SJQ, continues to provide service as our QSL Manager.  Thank you all for your service to our club.  Your efforts are much appreciated.  Thanks to the membership for your support and efforts to make this a great club and to make our gatherings a bright spot in each month.

It seems that our decision to have meetings in several locations and has improved attendance.  We need to improve our advertising to help grow our membership and add to our club contest scores.  There are still rough edges to our By-laws.  I hope that the club will fix them next year rather than ignore them.  

We have a fat bank account.  We need to determine how to spend the excess to benefit the club.  

I look forward to assisting as a Director in 2010.  Rich has some great ideas for the club and we should have a great year.  I’m looking forward to the Holiday potluck and getting a glimpse at Rich’s winning station.  Happy Holidays everyone.

Rich, NU6T

VP’s QRM

  I will email the VP report when I feel better.  I had an unhappy Thanksgiving and was unable to do hardly anything for the past week.  Today I got the news that I have an infected bladder and urinary tract and I am now on antibiotics.  I hope you all did well in the CQWW CW Contest.

73 de AA6K, Shirley 

Tube of the Month de Norm, N6JV

The 4-1000A Family
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Since I was first a ham, I have often heard the story of the problems of Eimac after WWII.  The tale always went that Eimac had an agreement with the government that all the triodes that Eimac made for the war effort would not be sold to the public and therefore destroy Eimac’s future commercial sales.  Hundreds of thousands of Eimac tubes were sold in surplus after the war and the tale followed that Eimac had to scramble to develop a new line of power tetrodes to sell to hams and industry.

The Tube Collectors Assn. has possession of the old production records for Eimac.  From this archive, a document we call the “X-Files” has been compiled.  This file has developmental numbers and short descriptions of experimental tubes from 1942 until 1960.  Each experiment had an “X” number assigned.

I keep hunting for these “X” tubes and have found several.  Eimac was working on this tetrode line from at least 1943.  The X-246 is an example of the early 4-1000A.  The base pins are extra long and there is a circle of small cooling holes in the base.  This tube dates from 1944.  In 1947, Eimac released the 4-750A.  It was soon replaced by the 4-1000A.  The 750 and 1000 both have the shape and base structure of all the modern 4-1000A tubes.

It looks like Eimac was planning for post war production well in advance of wars end.  Perhaps these hams anticipated the current interest in 160 meter DXing.  These tubes along with a pulse rated version are still in production although not by Eimac.
de Norm, N6JV

Member news/feedback/Announcements.

Field Day 2009 results are in!
We ended up in 16th place this year in Class 2A, with a score of 8,982. That is up from 25th place in 2008 with a score of 7,618. The ARRL database shows 441 Class 2A entries in both years, so we are looking good.

Thanks again for all of the FB efforts of the participants involved. The best part, of course, is that we all had a whole lot of fun together putting this thing on. See ya in June 2010…de Jim, WX6V.

Sweepstakes 2009

Rich, NU6T

Progress is a good thing.  I first entered ARRL Sweepstakes way back in 2002, the year I was first licensed as KG6JOT.  The 26,130 points went to NCCC.  I made 201 QSOs, before UBN, with 65 mults and was in heaven.  We had good sunspots way back then.  The station was an IC-718 with a multi-band vertical.  The single pass band filter was not a big help in a crowded contest.  I had used WriteLog for Field Day but the budget dictated N1MM.  It worked well for an entry-level station with little complexity.  I managed to work a station out of my class frequencies and determined I needed to upgrade to Extra.  

I made a more serious effort in 2003 and managed 272 QSOs and 68 mults for 37,128 points.  I’m sure that the new NU6T Extra call made a major difference!  The twin pass band filter in the IC-746 was a big help.

By 2004, I gained some additional equipment.  However, I was not able to get an amp working without too much RF in the shack.  I did get an invitation to use a good station.  Fred Jensen, K6DGW, invited me to use his station.  That was wonderful!  I had an opportunity to use a TS-850.  Nice radio.  I managed 300 Qs and 70 mults for 42,000 points in one Saturday!  Then I went home and added 98 more Qs and 56 mults for a total of 398 Qs and 52,976 points.  I even got an HMO cap from NCCC.  That result put a 500 Q goal in sight. 
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Early NU6T SS station:  The picture is fuzzy and so was the operator.

With 2005, I had a clear goal of 500 Qs.  Fred invited me back for a second HMO effort.  I managed 298 Qs, 66 mults for 38,940 and another 102 Qs and 51 mults for 10,404 points and a grand total of 397 Qs and 49,344 total points to match the 2004 result but no closer to 500 Qs.

In 2006, Fred’s station was not available but I got an invitation to operate at W6SR: 290 Qs and 76 mults for 44,080 points.  At home I managed 62 Qs and 37 mults for 4,588 points and a grand total of 352 Qs and 48,668 total points.  I was regressing.  I needed another approach to break the 500 Q barrier.  Given Jim’s (WX6V) score, it was clear that the station was not the problem.  
For 2007 I had a plan.  If I could manage a few CW QSOs, I might manage to top the 500 Q barrier.  I gave it a shot.  It was gruesome.  In 24 hours I managed 139 Qs and 65 mults for 18,070 CW points.  I hunted for slower stations and then listened and listened and listened until I had the exchange, and then let N1MM and the K1EL keyer in my microKeyer send code.  Every so often an NCCC op would send a short something and I had to stay silent.  I generally had no idea what they sent beyond “KB”.  The UBN was a killer.  If I remember right, and I do try to forget, I lost about 25% of my points.  

Two weeks later I was back at W6SR.  Jim, WX6V and Rick, W6SR, gave me some advice and a pep talk and some most needed encouragement.  Nothing like putting in a serious effort on Saturday and then seeing the Sunday operator double your score (or more).  You know you can do better.  I wanted 500 Qs for the contest.  With the CW effort, I needed 361 Qs to meet the goal.  I had been informed that for KB awards, it is the claimed score that counts, not the post UBN score.  I had made more than 361 in a day at a good station, so this was possible.

I struggled to put good advice into effect.  I continued to do a lot of S&P, but tried running.  Experience at a small little pistol station does not prepare you to know you are loud and understand what that means.  I was too polite and let close stations bother me.  I also had one of those guys that work to annoy running stations choose me.  I have to thank him.  I forced concentration on my run and actually began to stick it out and the Qs started coming.  In the end, I managed 483 Qs and 73 mults for 70,518 points.  I was over the top!  Working from home added 133 Qs and 56 mults for 14,896 additional points.  I had a sweepstakes total of 755 Qs and 103,484 total points.  I beat my goal by 50 per cent and it would even hold after the UBN.  It was the first time I exceeded 100,000 points in SS.  It felt like I was really contributing to the team score, especially after receiving a KB 500 award.  Now I had KB 1000 in sight.

I couldn’t face CW in 2008.  Losing a quarter of my score said I really was not ready for CW.  I should have given it an effort, but it was easy to be pulled by family and I bagged it.  I did put in a good SSB effort at W6SR and managed 554 Qs and 77 mults for 85,316 and added 92 Qs and 42 mults from home for a grand total of 93,044 points.  It felt good that I had managed to exceed 500 Qs in one day for the first time.  Not bad.  But I did nothing to move closer to KB 1000 and I knew Jim had a much better score and I could do better.  I don’t remember realizing I was close to a sweep until long after the contest was over.

Well, 2009 has been a tough year in many ways.  I was not looking forward to CW, even though I had continued to practice.  It just does not come easy to me.  Heck, it doesn’t even come hard to me.  Fred had a wedding to attend during SS CW and I was invited to, and encouraged to, operate CW from Fred’s station.  Fred had replaced his aging TS-850 with a K3.  The K3 has a CW reader in it and Fred set it up for my use and gave me instructions.  A chance to use a K3 was very appealing.  I found that it is hard to listen to code and watch the K3 decoder, and so mostly listened and then checked my work via the decoder.  We did not always agree.  I wonder what the UBN will look like.  With the K3 and Fred’s antennas I collected 100 Qs and 44 mults for 8,800 points.  From home, I managed 79 Qs and 43 mults for an additional 6,794 points and a CW total of 15,594 points.  Not much to brag about there, but perhaps the UBN will be better.  It seems I regressed again.

Two weeks later, I was back at Fred’s for SSB.  Fred added a DVR to the K3 and had it set up for me.  Elecraft and friends had worked a few bugs out of their KDVR software so it could be accessed via the N1MM function keys.  

I arrived out of sorts for no good reason.  I was apprehensive.  I usually stay at Fred’s until midnight on Saturday.  I had a hard time getting anything going and just never got my head into the game.  My daughter had just flown in from college and I left at 10:00 and spent a couple of hours getting reacquainted Saturday night.  Of course, that resulted in a slow start on Sunday.

[image: image10.jpg]



NU6T at K6DGW in 2009 with headphone hair.

I arrive at W6SR late.  Rick gave me a quick review of the station.  Rick’s station is very good and very friendly.  Jack, KF6T, had implemented his new DVR connection box, operated on Saturday, set up the system for my use, and recorded messages for the N1MM.  I was concerned that a Jack’s voice might cause a bit of concern for some contacts, but I did not detect any problems, as our voices are similar.  

I started on 15m, and tried to run, but was not getting it.  I switched to S&P and went what I thought was reasonably quick from call to call on the band map (about 50 Qs/hour).  I lost a few contacts when I jumped to a new contact before I logged the contact.  Probably not too many: three or four lost contacts perhaps.  One of those contacts, however, did not log dupes and I ran into him dozens of times as I ran the band map and did not pay attention to his call.  I managed a number of the rare mults during the early S&P.

Rick stopped by and noted that my score should be higher.  I was working contacts in S&P and missed his point.  He came by again and suggested I run.  I tried, but was intimidated by close runners.  I did not get it.  Rick stopped by again, and again suggested running.

I switched to 20m and found a spot to run.  Right quick, a station dropped in next to me and I considered finding another frequency.  Rick thought that was a bad idea.  “You are loud,” he said.   “They’ll move.”  They did.  Rate was OK for a bit.  It did not seem better than S&P.  It was.  Then I got spotted.  Wow.  I got busy.  Really busy.  The rate meter exceeded 240 for a bit.  Wow.  In the end I had 372 Qs on 20m alone.  I could have done as well on 15m if I had stuck with it.  Certainly I could have exceeded the 102 contacts I slowly gleaned in S&P.  ARRGGHHH!  40m and 80m were much slower during the final two hours Sunday.  The final count was 604 Qs.  The total Q count for SS was 948.  KB 1000 was within reach and I missed it.  Still, that score was about a 25% increase over my previous best.

NU6T at W6SR crankin’ them QSO’s on 20M.
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There is one more story here.  I’ve done well with mults in the past, mostly due to S&P.  Never thought a sweep was likely.  By the time I switched to 80m, I only needed Utah and W6 mults for a sweep.  I’m sure I could have picked up close to 50 more contacts if I had spent time in S&P in the final two hours when running was slower.  I was determined to run, however, and the mults were not showing up on the band map anyway.  Everyone says that the mults will come to you if you just run, so I ran.  Utah showed up.  Then Santa Barbara, LAX, San Diego, and soon I only needed Orange County for the sweep.  I found a number of mults when I pounced early in the contest.  For the last half hour I kept thinking I could find the final mult if I spent some time in S&P.  However, I was determined to run if only to pay for failing to run early.  With three minutes to go, ORG showed up.  SWEEP!  My first.
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So the final for 2009 is 130,384 points.  The trend continues up.  Next year, I have to try for that KB 1000 and another sweep.  A bit more CW and more running and it KB 1000 possible.  Thanks to Fred, K6DGW, and Rick, W6SR, for the use of their stations.  Thanks to Fred, Rick and Jim, WX6V, and others for advice.  Thanks to Jack, KF6T, for setting up the N1MM DVR at Rick’s.  Thanks to Mitch, DJ0QN, for the use of K7DX, a call even I can hear in CW.  It was a great call.  I hope to use it again next year.  And, next year I will have more K3 experience with my K3.

KB!

Rich, NU6T

If you worked either of the CQ World Wide DX Contests, there is an interesting web site to check out… http://pileup.ru/cqww/  It will give you your standing world- wide + US. It takes info from 3830 & claimed scores on CQ WW logs submitted list. de K6LRN

911 Q's in SS CW.  

1025 Q's in SS SSB
Had to do both contests with my TS-450.  FT-1000MP is scheduled to be shipped for repair in January.  The TS-450 is just awful as a phone rig in a crowded band, even though I have all of the filters.  As a backup rig, however, I'm glad I have it.

Picked up another 100 feet of Rohn 25.  Now have 300 feet at the house in storage.
de Bob, W1RH

Editor’s Notes de Rick,W6SR

The ol’ “Hotel Samoian” was crowded over the Thanksgiving holiday week.  Our son, daughter, and her family of five, came up from LA and stayed with us for six days.  Plus, we hosted Thanksgiving dinner for 20.  Now don’t get me wrong, we love seeing our kids and grandkids, but I guess we must be feeling the weight of our years cause’ we breathed a big sigh of relief when the last one hit the door.  Whew! In the end, all went well, and everyone went home weighing a couple of pounds more, and (we hope) happier for the experience.  Now it’s up to my brother’s families for Christmas and New Years, and we can relax a bit.  Yeah us old folks need our rest.

The down-side to having a crowd for the Thanksgiving week was that there was no activity from W6SR during the CQWW CW, one of the few I have missed in the last 25 years.  But even us serious HAMS have to keep our priorities straight.  Right?

Is it just me, or does it seem this year has been in the “fast forward” mode?  I am just getting comfortable writing 2009 on all my documents, and now 2010 is just around the corner.

Karen and I would like to wish all of you the Merriest of Christmas’s, and a very healthy, and happy holiday season.  And may the New Year bring all of us a more stable, peaceful and prosperous place to live….de Rick, W6SR
December 2009 Treasurer’s Report

Balance October 1, 2009:        $2070.34
Income:
Badge:
           13.00



Donation:


5.00



Dues: WK6I, W6RKC,



      W6DE


60.00







78.00

Expenses:




00.00

Balance October 31, 2009:
    $2148.34

Carolyn Wilson, K6TKD, Treasurer

Mother Load Contest/DX Club

Meeting Minutes, November 14, 2009

12:17 PM - Call to Order by Rich, NU6T, President.

OLD BUSINESS

There was a motion to accept the minutes of the last meeting, but that was tabled because the minutes have not yet been published.

Rick, W6SR, requested that SS reports be sent to him for the newsletter.

Rich asked for committee reports.  There were none.

Meeting Dates – Need a date for January.  Last weekend?

Shirley, AA6K, reminded those present to turn in their scores.

Jack, KF6T, mentioned that he does not have access to the reflector.

Achievements

Dick, K6LRN, reported that MLDXCC beat the Redwood Empire club in the California QSO Party club competition.

Gary, KI6T, has been honored by the ARRL as a 60 year member.  The front cover of the issue of QST for the month he first became a member was presented to him on a plaque.

Jack, KF6T, mentioned his voice keyer interface kit.  Instructions can be found on the NCCC website.

Norm, N6JV, reported that he now has 180 DXCC Entities on 160 meters.

Rick, W6SR, reports that 6W has been active on 160 CW.

Bylaws

Rich, NU6T, reported that the amended Bylaws have been passed by the required vote of the membership.

Rich proposed an additional amendment to strike the term limitation language in the Bylaws.

Carolyn, K6TKD, suggested changing the 2/3 vote requirement, for Bylaws amendments, to a simple majority of members present at a meeting.  A vote for such a change would be posted, in advance, in the Nugget.

A motion, to put this to a vote, was approved by a unanimous vote of those present at the meeting.

Official vote will be worded as follows:

Amend the Bylaws of the Mother Load DX/Contest Club, Article VI, Section 1, by deleting the 2/3 affirmative vote requirement and replacing it with a simple majority vote of those members present at a meeting, with prior notice of the vote posted in both the Nugget and the Reflector.

Officer Nominations:

President - Rich, WC6H

Vice President – Shirley, AA6K

Treasurer – Carolyn, K6TKD

Secretary – Bob, W1RH

Director – Rich, NU6T

ARRL Pacific Division Meeting

Gary, AA6K, suggested that MLDXCC designate two members to represent the club at the Pacific Division meeting on December 5th.  

Club Recommendations:

Gary, KI6T – Logbook of the World needs more computer power to add additional awards (CQ Zone award, for instance).  In general, there should be more effort put into LOTW.

Jack, KF6T – Amend General Rules For All ARRL Contests, Section 3.5 to clarify language pertaining to use of the same station transmitter by a different operator during the same contest.  Rich, NU6T, suggested that Elmering could be a good reason for a change to allow the same transmitter to be used by different operators.  Current language, below:

 [3.5. A transmitter used to contact one or more stations may not be subsequently used under any other call during the contest period, except for family stations where more than one call has been issued, and then only if the second call sign is used by a different operator. (The intent of this rule is to accommodate family members who must share a rig and to prohibit manufactured or artificial contacts.)]

Dick, K6LRN – Improve response from our representative of the Contest Advisory Committee.

NEW BUSINESS

Club Name

Norm, N6JV, asked about the official name of the Club and whether or not it is recognized by all contest sponsors.  

Shirley, AA6K, suggested that Mother Lode DX/Contest Club is the name recognized by most contest sponsors.  This is the official name in the Bylaws.

An informal poll was taken:

No Change – 1 Vote

Use the slant bar – 7 Votes

Use “&” – No Votes

Use “And” – 2 Votes

Rich, NU6T, made a motion to use the slant symbol in the club name for score submission.  Vote was unanimous.

Following the vote, Rich directed Norm, the Webmaster, to use the slant bar in all mention of the club name on the website.  Asked the Nugget editor, Rick, to do same for the Newsletter.

Contest Planning

Shirley, AA6K – MLDXCC members should submit scores for the ARRL 10 meter and 160 meter contests.

Jack, KF6T, reminded everyone that SS scores are due.

New Members

None

Website

Dick, K6LRN, asked members to submit their SS scores to Norm for publication on the website.

Norm, N6JV, asked if we want member locations posted on a map on the website.  An informal vote agreed that only a 175 mile radius map be posted.

Norm, N6JV, again mentioned that NCCC needs to list their official contests on the MLDXCC contest calendar on the website.

Future January Items

Commemorative plaque

Donate funds to Contesting.com

Future meeting presentations – Let Shirley know.

Holiday Dinner

Rich, WC6H, offered his house as a location for a Club holiday dinner.  It was agreed to do so on the weekend of the ARRL 10 Meter contest.

1:45 PM – Rich, NU6T, closed the meeting.

ATTENDANCE

	CALL
	NAME
	QTH
	MLDXCC
	NCCC

	W1RH
	BOB
	LOTUS
	X
	X

	K6LRN
	DICK
	OMO RANCH
	X  
	X

	K6TKD
	CAROLYN
	OMO RANCH
	X
	X

	NZ6O/4
	RON
	ALPHARETTA, GA
	X
	X

	NU6T
	RICH
	FAIR OAKS
	X
	X

	KI6T
	GARY
	FAIR OAKS
	X
	X

	AA6K
	SHIRL
	STOCKTON
	X
	X

	ND6S
	RAY
	SUTTER HILL
	X
	X

	WA6SJQ
	NORM
	VOLACANO
	X
	

	K6BUD
	LILA
	VOLCANO
	X
	

	N6JV
	NORM
	SACRAMENTO
	X
	X

	K6QG
	LYLE
	VALLEY SPRINGS
	X
	X

	W6RKC
	RICK
	PINE GROVE
	X
	X

	WC6H
	RICH
	VALLEY SPRINGS
	X
	X

	W6RFF
	JETTIE
	ROSEVILLE
	X
	X

	KF6T
	JACK
	AUBURN
	X
	X

	W6SR
	RICK
	PLACERVILLE
	X
	X


Submitted by Bob, W1RH

Click on the Hyperlink below to check-out the MLDXCC scores in the latest contests.

http://mldxcc.org/scores.html
UP-COMING DX and Dxpeditions

Click the link below to display up-coming Announced DXpeditions:

http://www.ng3k.com/Misc/adxo.html
The following courtesy of NG3K’s website

	December
	 

	2009 Dec01
	2010 May01
	Willis I
	VK9WBM
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[spots]
	VK4DMC
	DXWoHR
20091201
	By VK9WBM; HF + 6m; 2 ele quad; QRV as time permits

	2009 Dec02
	2009 Dec14
	Virgin Is
	K2V
[spots]
	K9WZB Direct
	K9WZB
20091104
	By K7WZB K9WZB fm St Croix I (NA-106); 160-6m, monitoring 6m for openings to US + EU; SSB RTTY CW PSK31; Outside US QSL w/ SAE + USD or 2 Euros (no IRCs)

	2009 Dec03
	2009 Dec08
	Cambodia
	XU7UFT
[spots]
	F6AXX
	F5NQL
20090928
	By F6AXX F6HBR fm Sihanoukville; HF; CW; QSL OK via REF Buro or CBA (w/ SAE + postage); direct QSL response after Jan 15, 2010

	2009 Dec03
	2010 Mar03
	Afghanistan
	T6LC
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[spots]
	K4MJN
	NG3K
20091203
	By W4JJ fm Gardez (Takia Province); mainly 40 20m; CW SSB; check 1430-1800z

	2009 Dec04
	2009 Dec16
	Br Virgin Is
	VP2V
[spots]
	W3HQ
	W3HQ
20090713
	By W3HQ as VP2V/W3HQ fm Virgin Gorda I (NA-023); mainly 160 + 10m on weekends and WARC during the week; CW only; 2-way QRP skeds preferred

	2009 Dec06
	2009 Dec12
	Bermuda
	VP9
	AA1AC
	OPDX
20091102
	By AA1AC as VP9/AA1AC fm Hamilton Parish; QSL OK via Buro or direct

	2009 Dec06
	2009 Dec13
	South Cook Is
	E51PMR
	TBA
	OZ7AM
20090829
	By IK1PMR PA3LEO PA0BWL OE2SNL DJ5IW DJ7JC; focus on low bands + WARC for EU; RTTY; dates tentative; call sign requested

	2009 Dec08
	2009 Dec15
	Martinqiue
	TO1BT
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	EA1BT
	F5NQL
20091201
	By EA1BT; HF

	2009 Dec10
	2009 Dec20
	Honduras
	HR2
	See Info
	NP3D
20091123
	By N8OO as HR2/N8OO (and in ARRL 10m Contest), also NP3D as HR2/NP3D, HQ2S; QSL N8OO via N8OO, NP2D and HQ2S via W3HNK (RW6HS for ex-CIS)

	2009 Dec10
	2009 Dec31
	Gambia
	C5
	 
	SM1TDE
20090422
	By SM1TDE as TBD

	2009 Dec11
	2009 Dec14
	Cambodia
	XU7KOH
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	ON7PP Direct
	ON4AGV
20091201
	By ON6TZ NO2R fm Koh Russei (AS-133); 80-10m; PSK SSB CW; check IOTA and PSK frequencies; QSL w/ 2USD + SAE

	2009 Dec12
	2009 Dec14
	San Marino
	T70A
	T70A
	IZ0EGM
20091111
	By IZ0EGM; for ARRL 10m Contest; CW SSB; see qrz.com for QSL info

	2009 Dec14
	2009 Dec17
	Singapore
	9V
	TBA
	OZ7AM
20090829
	By IK1PMR as 9V/IK1PMR, PA3LEO PA0BWL likewise; CW + digital; holiday style operation

	2009 Dec17
	2010 Jan06
	Hawaii
	KH6
	N1CE Direct
	N1CE
20091104
	By N1CE as N1CE/KH6; /m operation; 100 watts

	2009 Dec27
	2010 Jan01
	Ogasawara
	JD1
	See Info
	JG7PSJ
20091117
	By JI5RPT as JD1BLY and JG7PSJ as JD1BMH fm Chichijima I (AS-031); 160-10m; CW SSB RTTY; QSL JD1 calls via JARL Buro or direct to home calls

	2009 Dec28
	2010 Jan03
	Madagascar
	5R8HX
	G4OHX Direct
	OPDX
20091102
	By G4OHX fm AF-013 (WLOTA L2455); mainly CW

	2009 Dec30
	2010 Jan04
	Canada
	VY1
	N6QEK
	N6QEK
20091102
	By N6QEK as VY1/N6QEK fm Whitehorse, YT; 80-10m, perhaps 160m; RTTY PSK31 SSB; QRV for ARRL RTTY Roundup; include SASE for QSL

	2009 Dec30
	2010 Jan05
	Costa Rica
	TI7XX
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	DL2JRM
	425DXN
20091128
	By TI7WGI DH8WR DL2JRM DL3ALF fm San Jose I (NA-191); all bands; CW SSB PSK31 RTTY; 2 stns; QSL OK via DARC Buro or direct

	2010
	 

	January
	 
	

	2010 Jan05
	2010 Jan26
	Aruba
	P40CG
	LotW
	OPDX
20090921
	By W2CG; 80-6m; mainly CW RTTY; 1200-1400z and 2000-2400z and as time permits; QSL also OK via W2CG, Buro or direct (LotW perferred)
	

	2010 Jan08
	2010 Jan11
	Easter I
	CE0
	YV5IAL
	YV5GRB
20091101
	By YV5IAL as CE0/YV5IAL fm SA-001; 14070.15 kHz, 2200-0100z, PSK31; also some 40 30 15m
	

	2010 Jan08
	2010 Feb12
	St Vincent
	J8
	K2CM
	VA3RJ
20091120
	By K2CM as TBD fm Bequia I (NA-025), Grenadines; 20m, perhaps 40m; SSB CW; QSL OK via Buro or direct
	

	2010 Jan10
	2010 Jan14
	South Shetland Is
	XR9JA
	CE5JA
	OPDX
20091019
	By XQ5CIE CE6UFF F6DXE CE5COX fm Greenwich I (AN-010); 160-6m; CW SSB PSK31
	

	2010 Jan15
	2010 Mar31
	Guinea Bissau
	J5UAP
	HA3AUI Direct
	HA3AUI
20081016
	By HA3AUI; 160-10m; mainly digital, SSB + CW on request; 100w; spiderbeam, verticals, dipoles
	

	2010 Jan15
	2010 Mar31
	Senegal
	6W2SC
	HA3AUI
	HA3AUI Direct
20081016
	By HA3AUI; 160-10m; mainly digital, SSB + CW on request; 500w; spiderbeam, verticals, dipoles
	

	2010 Jan18
	2010 Feb05
	Austral Is
	FO
	Home Call
	DXWoHR
20091114
	By DL1AWI as FO/DL1AWI + DL3APO DL5XU likewise fm Raivavae I (OC-114); 160-30m, focus on low bands; SSB RTTY; QSL OK via DARC Buro or direct
	

	2010 Jan21
	2010 Jan28
	Vanuatu
	YJ
	9A8MM
	9A6XX
20091019
	By 9A6DX as YJ0DX, 9A8MM as YJ0MM, 9A6XX as YJ0XX fm Efate I (OC-035); 160-10m; CW SSB RTTY
	


UP-COMING CONTESTS of INTEREST

	December, 2009

	ARRL 160-Meter Contest
	2200Z, Dec 4 to 1600Z, Dec 6

	ARRL EME Contest
	0000Z, Dec 5 to 2359Z, Dec 6

	ARRL 10-Meter Contest
	0000Z, Dec 12 to 2400Z, Dec 13

	CQC Great Colorado Snowshoe Run
	2100Z-2259Z, Dec 13

	Run for the Bacon QRP Contest
	0200Z-0400Z, Dec 21

	Stew Perry Topband Challenge
	1500Z, Dec 26 to 1500Z, Dec 27


UP-COMING CONTESTS (complete)

For the latest contest info., click on the following link:

http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestcal.html
Propagation Forecast Bulletin 4 Dec 2009 From the ARRL

Solar Update 
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The Sun, as seen on Thursday, December 3, 2009 from NASA's SOHO Extreme Ultraviolet Imaging Telescope. This image was taken at 304 Angstrom; the bright material is at 60,000 to 80,000 degrees Kelvin.


Tad "The snake all winter-thin cast on sunny bank its skin" Cook, K7RA, reports: The recent sunspot activity, which ended on November 22, pushed up the moving average we've been tracking for several years. Because we have all the data for November, we now know the 3-month average of daily sunspot numbers centered on October. For 2009, the 3 month moving average (centered on January through October) was 2.19, 2.02, 1.49, 2.01, 4.23, 5.2, 4.0, 4.0, 4.64 and 7.1. The latest value is the highest since April 2008, when it was 8.89. The monthly averages of daily sunspot numbers are also rising, although not as smoothly as the three month average. The monthly averages for March through November 2009 are 0.77, 1.27, 3.97, 6.6, 5.07, 0.39, 6.6, 7.0 and 7.7. The November average is the highest since March 2008 when it was 15.87. Geophysical Institute Prague predicts quiet to unsettled conditions December 4, unsettled December 5 and quiet December 6-10. Current projections show a steady quiet planetary A index of 5 for December 3 and 4, then 8 for December 5-6 and back to 5 through the end of the month. Solar flux predictions show December 3-7 at 71, 72 on December 8-10 then 75 on December 11-23. The predicted solar flux value of 75 seems to correspond to the return of an active region that we can see emerging from the dark spot on STEREO. An area that looked promising a few days ago has moved over the horizon and not produced any sunspots. Look for more information in the Solar Update, available on the ARRL Web site on Friday, December 4. For more information concerning radio propagation, visit the ARRL Technical Information Service Propagation page. 
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